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that is the answer this House has been
getting.

I know some of my Republican
friends are very frustrated by that an-
swer, and I know all of our side is frus-
trated by that answer.

I will say respectfully to my friend I
would certainly hope we could bring
that bill to the floor.

Win or lose, whether you win or I win
or Export-Import Bank is reauthorized
or not, you are correct: the voice of the
people should be heard on such a crit-
ical issue for jobs in this country.

Also, I know that we had marked up
in committees reconciliation bills.
Those reconciliation bills repeal provi-
sions of the Affordable Care Act and
defund Planned Parenthood.

The gentleman I think knows full
well that the United States Senate
voted on the Planned Parenthood issue
and only got 47 votes for it. So in the
one instance, we have an issue that got
three less than one-half of the United
States Senate being proposed to come
to this floor, and an issue that got 64
votes in the United States Senate, as
the gentleman so correctly observed, is
not yet scheduled.

Can the gentleman tell me whether
or not these reconciliation provisions
are going to be brought to this floor,
knowing full well that they won’t pass
the Senate and, even if they did, the
President wouldn’t sign them and we
would sustain that veto?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Knowing the rules of reconciliation, I
do believe it will pass the Senate.

The three committees that received
reconciliation instructions from the
Budget Committee have marked up
their portions, as the gentleman has
said.

I do expect the Budget Committee to
meet in the near future to complete
their work, and we will notify Members
as soon as that is scheduled for the
floor.

Mr. HOYER. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, we may have a dif-
ference of opinion, but perhaps we will
see who is right on whether it passes
the United States Senate or not. I un-
derstand reconciliation only needs a
majority, but we will see.

Mr. Speaker, I want to also ask the
majority leader: One of the issues that
I know the majority leader has been
working on—and I know that all of us
on this floor feel it to be very, very im-
portant to pass before October 30, when
the highway bill authorization expires,
and I know the gentleman from Cali-
fornia is a strong supporter of it. Clear-
ly we need to invest in infrastructure,
again, to expand the economy.

Can the gentleman tell me what pros-
pects we have on passing or at least
considering the highway bill?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

As the gentleman knows, the hardest
thing to do in this town is to find pay-
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fors. But Chairman RYAN continues to
have bipartisan discussions on ways to
pay for the long-term highway bill.

I have had follow-up meetings with
him today, and they are progressing
over in the Senate. I have met with
Chairman SHUSTER even today as well,
and I expect an announcement very
shortly on committee movement.

We will advise Members as soon as
action is taken to schedule it for the
floor.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the leader.

I hope that optimism is realized and
that we do have the opportunity to
consider a highway bill. I would urge
the majority leader to urge those who
are working on a resolution that the
pay-fors, which are difficult, as he ob-
serves, are pay-fors which can be sup-
ported in a bipartisan fashion.

I think that is important not only to
pass the Senate, but to be signed by
the President. And we all, I think,
share the view that this is a very, very
important bill for us to get done.

With that, unless the majority leader
may want to reconsider and tell me the
Export-Import Bank is coming to the
floor, which apparently he doesn’t, I
yield back the balance of my time.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMOR-
ROW; AND ADJOURNMENT FROM
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2015, TO
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2015

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 1 p.m. tomorrow, and further,
when the House adjourns on that day,
it adjourn to meet on Tuesday, October
6, 2015, when it shall convene at noon
for morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for
legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

O 1400
CONGRATULATING JOHNSTOWN,
PENNSYLVANIA, HOCKEYVILLE,

USA

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Johnstown,

Pennsylvania, for hosting the first-ever
Kraft Hockeyville USA game this week
and the Pittsburgh Penguins for their
4-2 victory over the Tampa Bay Light-
ning in the game.

The Xraft competition to choose
America’s Hockeyville was conducted
in partnership with the National Hock-
ey League Players’ Association and the
National Hockey League. Towns across
the country submitted stories showing
their passion for hockey, and more
than 20 million votes were cast. But as
the contest results revealed, few places
in America love hockey like Johnstown
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does, and Johnstown rightly deserves
the title, “Hockeyville, USA.”

Johnstown was the home of the fic-
tional hockey team the Charleston
Chiefs in the 1977 movie, ‘“Slap Shot.”
Scenes from the movie were filmed at
Cambria County War Memorial Arena.
We also can’t forget the Johnstown
Jets, who played here from 1950 to 1977
and won five Eastern Hockey League
championships from 1951 to 1962.

As Penguins coach Mike Johnston
said after the Penguins’ victory: “It’s a
great arena. The excitement in the
building, the excitement in town, I just
think it’s special.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE GROWING
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN SYRIA

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the growing humanitarian crisis
in Syria. As a result of the Syrian civil
war and continuing military operations
against ISIL, over 4 million people
have been forced to seek refuge outside
of Syria.

The Syrian crisis has quickly become
an international crisis, and it requires
the attention and the assistance of
every nation. Many may see this crisis
as a distant problem, but the reality is
this is a global world now and everyone
is interconnected.

As each nation continues to resettle
refugees, we must ensure that they are
provided the best resources, and this
requires international cooperation. It
is not just about providing financial as-
sistance, but understanding that these
refugees are people. They are people
who have been forced out of their coun-
try, might have left their families, and
are struggling to survive on a daily
basis.

Mr. Speaker, as the U.S. is com-
mitted to accepting more refugees, I
urge our country to have compassion
and to commit to providing the nec-
essary resources to address this ongo-
ing crisis.

——

THE GENOCIDE OF CHRISTIANS
ACROSS THE MIDDLE EAST

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 1
join my colleague from Orange County,
California, and her deep concern for
what is going on in the Middle East.

Today I rise to speak out about the
genocide that is taking place in the
Middle East, that is being committed
against Christians across the Middle
East. They are being victimized and
targeted for genocide. Violent radical
Islamists have targeted Middle Eastern
Christians for extinction, killing them,
forcing them from their homes, and
burning their churches.
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Hundreds of thousands of Christians
have been forced to flee. The United
States needs to do what we can to save
these Christian victims, as we have
saved other refugees throughout our
history

Mr. Speaker, all of us who believe in
religious freedom and tolerance need to
stand up and state clearly that we
won’t sit quietly as a genocide takes
place on our watch. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in cosponsoring a
resolution that I have here in my hand,
that resolution declaring Middle East-
ern Christians as targets of genocide
and giving them priority for immigra-
tion and refugee status.

We have been silent already for too
long. It is time for this body to make
sure that our words are heard and our
deeds are taken. This is a good place to
start, and I ask my colleagues to join
me in this resolution which I will now
submit to the United States House of
Representatives.

————
BUDGET NEGOTIATIONS

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I and many of my colleagues
had to hold our noses as we voted for a
short-term continuing resolution. The
CR, thankfully, did not cut funding to
Planned Parenthood, which provided
2.7 million Americans—women, men,
and youth—with medical services last
year. But this CR is only good until
December 11, and it leaves out funding
for a vital program like the Ex-Im
Bank. In less than 10 weeks, we will be
right back here fighting against an-
other government shutdown.

Mr. Speaker, do we really want to
fail our military veterans, our seniors,
our families, and our voters? I say no.
Let’s do the right thing. Let’s do our
job. Let’s come up with a long-term
budget that serves the American peo-
ple, American businesses, and the
American economy.

———

RECOGNIZING LOREN THORSON OF
GREEN VALLEY, ARIZONA

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, we are
called the people’s House for a reason.
We are sent to Washington to be the di-
rect voices of our constituents back
home. Last week, it was my honor to
take action on an issue that was origi-
nally brought to my attention by one
of my constituents from Green Valley,
Arizona.

Loren Thorson served in World War
IT as a Navy commander. When he saw
a report 5 years ago describing a little-
known tax increase in the Affordable
Care Act that is hurting families and is
scheduled to hit seniors in 2017, he
looked into it and knew something had
to be done. He has sent letters, made
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phone calls, written editorials, and
done much more to raise the alarm
about this little-known issue.

After hearing about this issue from
him, my office has worked with Mem-
bers from both parties in the House and
in the Senate to move the issue for-
ward and fix it. Those efforts resulted
in my introduction last week of bipar-
tisan legislation, with my lead, to re-
peal this tax hike and put Loren’s ideas
into action.

Mr. Speaker, this is how our govern-
ment is supposed to work. I am grate-
ful for Loren’s tireless efforts to pro-
tect seniors and middle class families,
and I will continue to work to advance
his and my constituents’ ideas in Con-
gress.

———————

REAUTHORIZE THE EXPORT-
IMPORT BANK

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, for too
long, this Congress has governed from
one crisis to the next. Yesterday, when
we were just hours away from another
self-inflicted Washington wound, two
news pieces were published that I
would like to share: number one, the
CEO of Honeywell, a company with a
significant presence in my district,
published an article about the eco-
nomic damage of Congress’ failure to
reauthorize the Export-Import Bank;
then Bloomberg published a story with
the headline, ‘‘Boeing Risks Losing $1.1
Billion Jet Order on Ex-Im Shutdown.”

Washington gridlock is putting the
jobs of thousands of Americans at risk.
This includes hundreds of the people 1
serve in Rockford and the Quad Cities.

But today is a new day; it is a new
month. Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my
colleagues to turn over a new leaf of bi-
partisanship. Let’s work together, re-
authorize the Ex-Im Bank, and protect
these good-paying manufacturing jobs
before it is too late.

————

THE MEDICAL EVALUATION PAR-
ITY FOR SERVICEMEMBERS ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, just a few minutes ago, I
cast an affirmative vote for the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
2016. However, I do have great concern
over an important measure which was
all but removed from the legislation we
voted on today.

Earlier this year, I authored the Med-
ical Evaluation Parity for Service-
members, or MEPS, Act. The MEPS
Act would improve military suicide
prevention by instituting a mental
health assessment for all incoming
military recruits, which can be used as
a baseline for evaluations throughout
their military careers. The conferenced
version of the NDAA merely calls for
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the Department of Defense to continue
to study such a screening.

Mr. Speaker, this issue has been
studied thoroughly over the past sev-
eral years. I strongly urge the Pen-
tagon to act quickly to take steps in
better assessing the mental health of
our servicemen and -women with a
commonsense baseline evaluation.

A recent Army study found that
nearly one in five Army soldiers enter
the service with a psychiatric disorder,
and nearly half of all soldiers who tried
suicide first attempted it before enlist-
ing.

I call on the Pentagon to stop study-
ing to death the death of our soldiers.
Mr. Speaker, we need to act now.

THE BENGHAZI COMMITTEE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
have a great deal of respect for this in-
stitution that I have had the privilege
of serving. As a member of the Judici-
ary Committee, I am very grateful for
the extent of our jurisdiction that em-
braces the Constitution, and I believe
justice is important.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in great con-
sternation, concern, and condemnation
of the statement made by the Repub-
lican leadership that the Benghazi
Committee is not for factfinding, it is
not for recognizing the tragic loss of
four Americans, but it is really to in-
sult and degrade a public servant who
happens to be a Presidential candidate.
How tragic that we would engage in
such tomfoolery. In spite of the Con-
stitution and the Madison Papers, it
talks about doing justice.

As a member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I was engaged in impeachment
proceedings, the investigation of Waco,
investigation of antitrust issues, held a
trial for a judge who acted improperly,
a Federal judge. That is the factfinding
role of this Nation.

While we are fooling around with a
committee that is there to do nothing
but deal with political aggrandizing
and we have not passed a Zadroga Act
that helps our 9/11 first responders, I
would only ask that we stop and end
this committee because it is not doing
justice as the United States calls us to
do.

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution gives
us our guideposts. Why don’t we follow
it?

———

HONORING ARTHUR WILLIAM
“BILL BAILEY, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. FLORES) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Arthur William ‘“Bill”’
Bailey, Jr., of Waco, Texas, who passed
away on August 18, 2015.
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