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Senate 
The Senate met at 12 noon and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, our hope, You fight our 

battles for us, for You continue to 
work for the good of those who love 
You. Be a shield for our lawmakers, de-
livering them from cynicism, pes-
simism, and despair. Give them such 
respect for themselves that they will 
never do anything of which they would 
be ashamed. Remind them to never do 
in the present that which in the future 
they would have cause to regret. Lord, 
give them such respect for others that 
they will find joy in serving and not in 
selfishness, in giving and not in get-
ting, in sharing and not in hoarding. 

And, Lord, we pray for the many 
Americans who are dealing with the 
ravages of flooding. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 96, 
H.R. 2028. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 96, H.R. 
2028, a bill making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, 
and for other purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I send a cloture 
motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
cloture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 96, H.R. 2028, 
a bill making appropriations for energy and 
water development and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Mike 
Crapo, Richard C. Shelby, Richard 
Burr, Daniel Coats, Ben Sasse, Thom 
Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, Steve Daines, 
Chuck Grassley, Susan M. Collins, 
Thad Cochran, James Lankford, Lamar 
Alexander, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the mandatory quorum 
call be waived. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
Henry Kissinger recently said our 
country faces the most ‘‘diverse and 
complex array of crises’’ since World 
War II. It is really hard to disagree 
with that. 

Consider the daily situation reports 
received by the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs: Taliban forces overrunning 
Kunduz in Afghanistan, retaking their 
first provincial capital in 14 years; Bei-
jing exerting greater will in its aggres-

sive military expansion, even deploy-
ing ships to patrol off the coast of 
Alaska; Russia deepening its aggres-
sion in Ukraine and in Syria deploying 
the largest number of troops outside 
the former Soviet Union since the 
U.S.S.R.’s collapse; Tehran showing its 
determination to expand the Iranian 
sphere of influence as it deploys addi-
tional forces to the Syrian battlefield; 
and in the tribal areas of Pakistan, Al 
Qaeda terrorists reminding us of their 
continued resolve to attack the home-
land. 

There is all this, Mr. President, to 
say nothing of the resilient, versatile 
threat posed by ISIL, to say nothing of 
ISIL’s consolidation of gains inside 
Iraq and Syria. 

We stand here 1 year after the Presi-
dent described a strategy for degrading 
and destroying ISIL. So far, this strat-
egy has resulted in a seeming stale-
mate. We know from nearly daily news 
stories the administration is reconsid-
ering that plan and crafting a new 
strategy to combat ISIL. We also know 
the war against the terrorist group will 
be protracted. That is one reason the 
President sought $585 billion in defense 
funding in his budget request. 

So today the Senate has the capa-
bility to provide the level of funding 
authority the President actually asked 
for. Today the Senate has the power to 
help America navigate a treacherous 
world. Today the Senate has the oppor-
tunity to help the Defense Department 
begin the hard work of rebuilding 
America’s combat capability as we 
seek to protect America’s interests 
across the globe. 

That is why I am calling on every 
colleague to join me in voting to ad-
vance the bipartisan National Defense 
Authorization Act. The last time the 
Senate considered this legislation 84 
Senators—84 Senators—including a 
large majority of Democrats, voted to 
advance this bill. That was just this 
summer—a couple of months ago. 

I would urge Democrats to vote the 
same way now, because we have heard 
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