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our families from gun massacres? No 
other country comes remotely close to 
this carnage. Why should we lose 15 
times as many as our family members 
as Germany every year? 

When other countries like Canada, 
Britain, and Australia—that are prob-
ably more similar to our country than 
any others—why were they able to re-
spond not just with outrage or mo-
ments of silence, but with action after 
mass shooting events, to make a dif-
ference, to make their families safer, 10 
times safer in Australia than in the 
United States? It is past time that peo-
ple who claim to be leaders in both par-
ties answer this question. 

I am pleased that the response from 
my party was not one of hopelessness, 
resignation, or ‘‘stuff happens,’’ but in-
stead calls to action with simple, com-
monsense steps that are widely sup-
ported by the American public. 

I am pleased that Hillary Clinton was 
first and foremost with a strong call to 
action. I am pleased that Senator BER-
NIE SANDERS appears to be changing his 
attitude and policies on gun safety. 

It is interesting that two Democratic 
Senators running for re-election last 
year, Mark Begich and Mark Pryor, 
who cast what I can only describe as a 
craven vote against universal back-
ground checks, lost anyway. It ought 
to be a message about our values and 
our direction. I am hopeful that there 
will be greater accountability for both 
parties to supply solutions. 

There is no excuse for ours to be the 
only developed country that cannot 
protect our children. The American 
public should demand answers from ev-
eryone who pretends we can’t protect 
our children. Ours is the only country, 
for instance, where leaders prohibit the 
government from even investigating 
gun violence, its causes, and solutions. 

The President exhorted us to not be 
numb to gun violence. One is hopeful in 
the midst of this unprecedented bizarre 
Presidential nominating process, al-
ready in full swing, with more than a 
year yet to go, that perhaps we have 
the opportunity to make sure this 
doesn’t leave the national political 
stage. 

With comments like Republican can-
didate Ben Carson condemning Presi-
dent Obama’s decision to visit and con-
sole the families in Roseburg in a pri-
vate meeting, that somehow he would 
wait for the next one, it is stunning. 

I was in Springfield, Oregon, when 
President Clinton visited those fami-
lies, consoling them, demonstrating 
compassion and the concern of the 
country. It was a sign of respect and 
was moving to all who witnessed it. I 
can’t imagine a more callous, heartless 
remark than that of Dr. Carson, who 
would wait until the next one. 

Reasonable people should ask reason-
able questions about reasonable solu-
tions and demand from politicians 
their answer to the question: When 
stuff happens, why can’t we protect our 
families from this slaughter, and what 
are they prepared to do to change it? 

HONORING ERCELLE S. CARTER’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mrs. 
Ercelle S. Carter of Institute, West Vir-
ginia, who is celebrating her 100th 
birthday on October 25, 2015. 

Ercelle was born on October 25, 1915, 
in Fayetteville, West Virginia. She is 
one of two children of John Saunders 
and Harriet Agee Saunders. 

Growing up, she attended Levi Ele-
mentary, Boyd Junior High School, 
and graduated from Garnet High 
School in 1933. She enrolled at West 
Virginia State College and graduated 
with degrees in home economics and el-
ementary education in 1937. 

On April 27, 1940, she married Ulysses 
Grant Carter. They were married for 53 
years, until his death in 1993. 

Ercelle was a homemaker and a stay- 
at-home mom until 1959, when she 
began her professional career as a 
teacher at Shawnee Elementary School 
and retired from Mound Elementary in 
1979. 

Ercelle has led an outstanding life, 
highlighted with her love of family and 
service to her community. I wish her 
many more years of health and happi-
ness. 

CONGRATULATING EVANS ELEMENTARY OF 
JACKSON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Evans Elementary of Jackson County, 
West Virginia, for the honor of being 
named a National Blue Ribbon School 
for 2015. 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program was created in 1982 under 
President Ronald Reagan’s Secretary 
of Education Terrel H. Bell. The pro-
gram was designed to celebrate 
achievements of both public and pri-
vate elementary, middle, and high 
schools which have excellent perform-
ance or have substantially reduced the 
performance gap for disadvantaged stu-
dent populations. 

This is a tremendous honor given to 
only two schools in West Virginia and 
only 335 schools nationwide this year. I 
am proud of the hardworking teachers, 
faculty, and students that achieved 
this honor. Their pursuit of academic 
excellence is inspiring, and I hope their 
success can be replicated across our 
State. 
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UMPQUA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
SHOOTING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
Thursday Americans witnessed yet an-
other tragedy with the fatal shooting 
of nine people in Roseburg, Oregon, five 
young kids who had so much more life 
left to live, three adults who had gone 

back to school to better themselves 
and their families, and an assistant 
professor of English who used his writ-
ing talents to teach others, all gone 
too soon. 

Their lives are lost in tragedy, the 
kind of tragedy that our Nation has 
suffered with increasing regularity. 
There have been more mass shootings 
this year than there have been cal-
endar days, 294 mass shootings in less 
than 280 days. 

In 2015 alone, there have been nearly 
40,000 gun violence tragedies, with 
nearly 10,000 people killed and 20,000 
wounded. Yet, sadly, each gun violence 
tragedy is met with another tragedy 
here in Congress, the tragedy of inac-
tion. 

People are dying. People are dying 
from gun violence every single day in 
America, and this Congress does noth-
ing. As President Obama said last 
week, ‘‘We collectively are answerable 
to those families who lose their loved 
ones because of our inaction.’’ 

I have been a Member of the House of 
Representatives for nearly 7 years. In 
that time, tens of thousands of lives 
have been lost, but this body has re-
fused to hold even one hearing address-
ing the gun violence epidemic that is 
plaguing our country. 

In that time, not even once have we 
had a vote on the floor on anything, 
anything related to gun violence, and 
it is not for lack of ideas. We know 
from other countries what works. 
Other countries, not much different 
from ours, have tackled this issue with 
remarkable results. 

More than 90 gun-related bills offer-
ing various ways—large and small—for 
us to lessen the death toll are just sit-
ting in committee waiting for action; 
yet, we refuse to even try. 

And forget about new gun laws. Con-
gress has made it harder for law en-
forcement to carry out current laws. It 
has gotten so bad that Congress refuses 
to allow Federal agencies to even study 
this issue because they are afraid of 
what doctors and scientists will tell 
them. 
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In June, during the Labor-HHS-Edu-
cation markup and just 1 week after 
the tragedy in Charleston, an amend-
ment to end the 20-year prohibition on 
Federal funding on research related to 
gun violence was defeated by a unani-
mous Republican majority. Congress 
refuses to act and stands in the way 
when others try. 

Why is this issue different than oth-
ers? What is it about these lives that 
matter less than those lost to ter-
rorism or car accidents or cancer? Un-
less the status quo in Congress 
changes, we will continue to lose 
American lives to gun violence. 

In June, I urged my colleagues to 
break the silence, stop the violence, 
and start the conversation about gun 
violence in America. We were reeling 
from the tragedy in Charleston, and I 
recounted the other lives we had lost 
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