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businesses to restore and protect Flor-
ida’s largest open water estuary. As
the Tampa Bay region is home to a
population of more than 2 million peo-
ple, this valuable estuary serves as a
diverse ecosystem for plant and wild-
life and is an economic driver for the
region.

After decades of voluntary effort, I
am proud to learn how successful the
Tampa Bay HEstuary Program was in its
environmental restoration by exceed-
ing its original goal in recovering
seagrass, to improve fish and wildlife
populations, and to maintain the high-
est quality of water since the 1950s.
From 2012 until 2014, the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program’s efforts were able to
restore 5,000 acres of life-sustaining un-
derwater grasses in Tampa Bay, which
now total 40,295 acres of seagrasses.
This amount significantly surpasses its
original goal set in 1995 of harboring
38,000 acres.

Although Tampa and its surrounding
cities have seen an increase in popu-
lation since 1950, the Tampa Bay Estu-
ary Program’s Nitrogen Management
Consortium, which includes local gov-
ernments and agencies supporting vol-
untary environmental recovery, has in-
vested over $500 million since the 1990s.
The strategy developed by the Consor-
tium continues to set standards that
could serve as a model for and be im-
plemented across the nation in other
estuary recovery programs.

I am proud that the Tampa Bay Estu-
ary Program aided in recovering sea
grass in Florida’s Tampa Bay. I whole
heartedly commend the Tampa Bay Es-
tuary Program on its accomplishments
over the past 23 years and wish it fur-
ther success in its continued endeavors
to protect our natural resources.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:35 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3192. An act to provide for a tem-
porary safe harbor from the enforcement of
integrated disclosure requirements for mort-
gage loan transactions under the Real Estate
Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 and the
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Truth in Lending Act, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 202(a) of the Vet-
erans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146),
the Minority Leader appoints the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Com-
mission on Care: Ms. Lucretia M.
McClenney of Locust Grove, Virginia.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2165. A bill to amend title 54, United
States Code, to permanently authorize the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

S. 2169. A bill to amend title 54, United
States Code, to extend the Land and Water
Conservation Fund.

————————

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, October 8, 2015, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 986. An act to require the Secretary of
the Interior to take into trust 4 parcels of
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico.

S. 1300. An act to amend the section 221 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act to pro-
vide relief for adoptive families from immi-
grant visa fees in certain situations.

S. 2078. An act to reauthorize the United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3085. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Trans-1,3,3, 3-tetrafluoroprop-l-ene;
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’” (FRL No. 9934-74-OCSPP) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
October 6, 2015; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-3086. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Dimethyl sulfoxide; Exemption from
the Requirement of a Tolerance’” (FRL No.
9934-17-OCSPP) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on October 6, 2015; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-3087. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Cellulose Carboxymethyl Ether, Po-
tassium Salt; Tolerance Exemption” (FRL
No. 9934-45-OCSPP) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on October 6,
2015; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-3088. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
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ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Butanedioc Acid, 2-Methylene,
Homopolmer, Sodium Salt; Inert Ingredient
Tolerance Exemption” (FRL No. 9933-74-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on October 6, 2015; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-3089. A communication from the Acting
Congressional Review Coordinator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fee In-
creases for Overtime Services’” (Docket No.
APHIS-2009-0047) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on October 5, 2015; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-3090. A communication from the Acting
Congressional Review Coordinator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Impor-
tation of Tomato Plantlets in Approved
Growing Media From Mexico” ((RIN0579-
AE06) (Docket No. APHIS-2014-0099)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on October 5, 2015; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-3091. A communication from the Acting
Congressional Review Coordinator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Golden
Nematode; Removal of Regulated Areas in
Orleans, Nassau, and Suffolk Counties, New
York” (Docket No. APHIS-2015-0040) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on October 5, 2015; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-3092. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to the
situation in or in relation to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo that was declared in
Executive Order 13413 of October 27, 2006; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-3093. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Credit Union
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Promulga-
tion of NCUA Rules and Regulations”
(RIN3133-AE45) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on October 5, 2015; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-3094. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Credit Union
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Mon-
etary Penalty Inflation Adjustment—Part
747 (RIN3133-AEbH6) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on October 5,
2015; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-3095. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
South Sudan that was declared in Executive
Order 13664 of April 3, 2014; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3096. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13067 of November 3, 1997,
with respect to Sudan; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3097. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13694 of April 1, 2015, with
respect to significant malicious cyber-en-
abled activities; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
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