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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Righteous and Holy God, we worship
You. We see Your glory in the beauty
of sunrise and the splendor of sunset.
Great and marvelous are Your works,
for Your faithfulness sustains us. Guide
our lawmakers to connect to Your
eternal, essential, and unchanging holi-
ness. With the power of Your righteous
presence, renew their minds, cleanse
their hearts, and guide their steps. Lib-
erate them from the chains of pes-
simism, reminding them that all things
are possible to those who believe. Lord,
thank You for the wonder of Your love,
the beauty of Your mercy, and the
power of Your grace.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

SANCTUARY CITIES BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, just
before the State work period, I asked
Senators to consider some important
questions: In a time of limited Federal
resources and tough choices, is it fair
to treat localities that cooperate with
Federal law enforcement or work hard
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to follow Federal law no better than lo-
calities that refuse to help or actually
actively flout the law? When a deputy
sheriff puts her life on the line every
day, is it fair to make her live in con-
stant fear of being sued for simply try-
ing to keep us safe? When felons enter
our country illegally and repeatedly, is
it fair to victims and families to not do
what we can now to stop them?

The answer is that it isn’t fair. That
is why colleagues should support the
legislation we will consider this after-
noon. It aims to ensure more fairness
to cities and States that do the right
thing, redirecting certain Federal
funds to them from those that choose
not to do the right thing. It aims to
support law enforcement officers who
risk everything for our safety, pro-
tecting them from lawsuits for simply
doing their federally mandated duties.
It aims to deliver justice for victims
and their families, substantially in-
creasing deterrence for criminals who
commit felonies and then try to ille-
gally reenter our country—endeavoring
to save more Americans from the pain
these families continue to experience
every day.

We all know the heartbreaking story
of Kate Steinle. Kate was walking arm
in arm with her father one moment,
begging for help the next as she began
bleeding to death in his arms. The man
who ended her life shouldn’t have even
been there that day. He had been con-
victed of seven—seven—felonies and de-
ported five times, but San Francisco is
a so-called sanctuary city that arbi-
trarily decides when it will cooperate
with the Federal Government and when
it will not, and it refused to even honor
the Federal Government’s request for
an immigration detainer.

What happened to Kate is tragic, and
it is not an isolated incident. Consider
this letter from Susan Oliver, who lost
her husband just last year. Here is
what she had to say:

The man that killed my husband, Deputy
Danny Oliver, was deported several times for

various felonies. However, due to the lack of
coordination between law enforcement agen-
cies, his killer was allowed back into the
country. . . .

I [am] asking for only one thing. I do not
want your sympathy, I want change so oth-
ers will not have to endure the grief we have
in our lives every day.

The bill which we will consider this
afternoon is supported by law enforce-
ment organizations such as the Na-
tional Sheriffs’ Association, the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Officers Associa-
tion, and the National Association of
Police Organizations.

Here is what the International Union
of Police Associations had to say about
it:

The International Union of Police Associa-
tions is proud—

Proud—
to add our name to the list of supporters of
the bill addressing ‘‘Sanctuary Cities” titled
Stop Sanctuary Policies and Protect Ameri-
cans Act.

As it now stands, our officers can be held
liable for sharing relevant information and
honoring immigration detainers, even when
they are from federal immigration officials.
This legislation remedies that.

Additionally, the bill provides a financial
disincentive for cities to become or remain
“‘sanctuary cities”. . . .

The organization also noted that this
bill would help end the ‘‘revolving
door” of criminals who ‘‘even though
convicted of felony criminal activity
and deported, unlawfully return to
prey upon our citizens.”

The issue before us is not truly about
immigration; it is more about keeping
our communities safe. Those who de-
fend so-called sanctuary cities cal-
lously disregard how their extreme
policies hurt others. The President’s
own DHS Secretary has used terms
such as ‘‘not acceptable’ and ‘‘counter-
productive to public safety” when re-
ferring to sanctuary city policies. Such
extreme policies can inflict almost un-
imaginable pain on innocent victims
and their families.

As the father of three daughters, 1
know—I know—we can do better. I am
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