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increased by more than 50 percent,
from 43 to 67. That means there are not
enough judges to handle the over-
whelming number of cases in many of
our Federal courtrooms. Additionally,
the number of Federal court vacancies
deemed to be ‘‘judicial emergencies”
by the nonpartisan Administrative Of-
fice of the U.S. Courts has increased by
158 percent since the beginning of the
year. There are now 30 judicial emer-
gency vacancies that are affecting
communities across the country.

The Leadership Conference on Civil
and Human Rights recently issued a
memorandum documenting the real
life impact of the Senate Republicans’
obstruction on the judicial confirma-
tion process. Three States where com-
munities are most hurt are Texas, Ala-
bama, and Florida. Texas, for example,
has nine judicial vacancies—with seven
of them deemed to be judicial emer-
gencies. Incredibly, one of the district
court positions has been vacant for
over 4 years, and a fifth circuit posi-
tion in Texas has been vacant for more
than 3 years. The memorandum reports
that, in the Eastern District of Texas,
the delays caused by the vacancy in
that court has placed greater pressure
on criminal defendants to forego trials
and simply plead guilty to avoid uncer-
tain and lengthy pretrial detentions.
That is not justice.

Similarly, Alabama has five current
vacancies that remain unfilled, and
Florida has three. These rising vacan-
cies are leading to an unsustainable
situation in too many states. As Chief
Judge Federico Moreno of the Southern
District of Florida noted, ‘“It’s like an
emergency room in a hospital. The
judges are used to it and people come
in and out and get good treatment. But
the question is, can you sustain it?
Eventually you burn out.”

I urge the majority leader to sched-
ule votes for the 14 other consensus ju-
dicial nominees on the Executive Cal-
endar without further delay. If the Re-
publican obstruction continues and if
home State Senators cannot persuade
the majority leader to schedule a vote
for their nominees soon, then it is un-
likely that even highly qualified nomi-
nees with Republican support will be
confirmed by the end of the year. These
are nominees that members of the
leader’s own party want confirmed. Let
us work together to confirm nominees
and help restore our third branch to
full strength.

Shortly we will begin voting on
Judge Ann Donnelly to fill a judicial
emergency vacancy in the Federal Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of
New York. Since September 2014, she
has served as a judge on the New York
County Supreme Court. Judge Don-
nelly previously presided on the Kings
County Supreme Court from 2013 to
2014 and in the Bronx County Supreme
Court from 2009 to 2013. Prior to becom-
ing a judge, she worked at the New
York County District Attorney’s Office
for 25 years as an assistant district at-
torney, senior trial counsel, and as
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chief of the Family Violence Child
Abuse Bureau. She has the support of
her two home State Senators, Senator
SCHUMER and Senator GILLIBRAND. She
was voted out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee by unanimous voice vote on
June 4, 2015. I will vote to support her
nomination.

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FLAKE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Ann Donnelly, of New
York, to be TUnited States District
Judge for the Eastern District of New
York?

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 95,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 279 Ex.]

YEAS—95

Alexander Fischer Murphy
Ayotte Flake Murray
Baldwin Franken Nelson
Barrasso Gardner Paul
Bennet Gillibrand Perdue
Blumenthal Grassley Peters
Booker Hatch Portman
Boozman Heinrich Reed
Boxer Heitkamp Reid
Brown Hgller Risch
Burr Hirono Roberts
Cantwell Hoeven

X Rounds
Capito Inhofe S .

: anders
Cardin Isakson Sasse
Carper Johnson Schatz
Casey Kaine
Cassidy King Schumer
Coats Kirk SCOt,t
Cochran Klobuchar Sessions
Collins Lankford Shelby
Coons Leahy Stabenow
Corker Lee Tester
Cornyn Manchin Thune
Cotton Markey Tillis
Crapo McCain Toomey
Cruz McCaskill Udall
Daines McConnell Vitter
Donnelly Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Enzi Mikulski Whitehouse
Ernst Moran Wicker
Feinstein Murkowski Wyden

NAYS—2
Blunt Sullivan

October 20, 2015

NOT VOTING—3

Graham Rubio Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

———

STOP SANCTUARY POLICIES AND
PROTECT AMERICANS ACT—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 2146, which the clerk
shall now report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 252, S.
2146, a bill to hold sanctuary jurisdictions
accountable for defying Federal law, to in-
crease penalties for individuals who illegally
reenter the United States after being re-
moved, and to provide liability protection
for State and local law enforcement who co-
operate with Federal law enforcement and
for other purposes.

The Senator from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, the Amer-
ican people have demanded for years
that the Federal Government faithfully
enforce our Nation’s immigration laws.
Americans are tired of seeing their
laws flouted and their communities
plagued by the horrible crimes that
typically accompany illegal immigra-
tion. But for too long, the pleas of the
American people on this issue have
gone unheeded here in Washington.

See, when it comes to the problem of
illegal immigration, the political class
and the business class—our Nation’s
elites—are of one mind. They promise
robust enforcement at some point in
the future but only on the condition
that the American people accept a
pathway to citizenship now for the mil-
lions of illegal immigrants who are al-
ready in this country.

Not wanting to be swindled, the
American people wisely rejected this
deal, which the Washington class calls
‘“‘comprehensive immigration reform.”
Of course, the elites don’t like this one
bit. So instead, they have taken mat-
ters into their own hands. They bend or
ignore the law to make it more dif-
ficult for immigration enforcement of-
ficers to do their job.

We have seen this repeatedly with
the Obama administration. President
Obama has illegally granted amnesty
to millions of illegal immigrants with
no statutory authorization whatsoever,
even though, before his reelection, the
President assured the American people
he couldn’t do so without an act of
Congress. As President Obama said,
when asked whether he could grant
amnesty, ‘I am not an emperor.”
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