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up, shower, and put some lipstick on.
You are beautiful.”

Then it hit both of them. They were
women of style and grace. Cancer took
that away. The only wigs they could
find looked good on circus clowns.
There was not a beauty shop for women
with breast cancer, a place where they
are pampered, a place where they are
beautiful. They were going to end that.

Dad had no choice. He gave Sasha his
life savings, and in 2013 my wife and I
walked into our friends’ dream store,
Cure & Co., on its opening day. Cure &
Co. gives women with cancer real wigs,
real facials, and real beauty products.
Sasha and Irma give their clients hope
and love in the worst of times, the
greatest gifts of all.

Look one last time at Irma and
Sasha. They are gorgeous, stunning,
and beautiful. They have had breast
cancer. Both of them have beaten
breast cancer, and both of them will
never leave the fight until breast can-
cer is cured forever.

——
REFUGEE CRISIS IN EUROPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last week
I came to the floor and recommended
that the Obama administration appoint
a special envoy with a very broad port-
folio: dispatched to work on a diplo-
matic solution to the tragedy that is
destroying Syria and unfolding in the
Middle East, now having broad impact
in greater Europe.

I want to point out to those who are
listening that the displacement crisis
in the Middle East, centered in Syria,
has consumed seven nations and pro-
pelled the largest refugee crisis Europe
has faced since World War II. Already
in Syria, over a quarter of a million
people have been killed—civilians—and
that is probably a low number.

With over 12 million people displaced,
Europe is being besieged by hundreds of
thousands, legions, of the dispossessed.
Meanwhile, it almost seems surreal
that no effective diplomatic negotia-
tion is underway that holds the pros-
pect of leading to peace.

I again ask the Obama administra-
tion to dispatch a special envoy with a
broad portfolio to work full time on a
diplomatic solution to the tragedy that
is destroying Syria.

Then yesterday in The New York
Times appeared an editorial by the leg-
endary 39th President of the United
States, Jimmy Carter, entitled “A
Plan to End the Syrian Crisis.” 1
served President Carter during his
years in the Presidency.

I well remember the incredible mo-
ment in 1979 when President Carter
stood with Anwar Sadat, the President
of Hgypt, and the Prime Minister of
Israel, Menachem Begin, and they
signed that treaty in March of 1979.
Who would have ever thought that that
moment in history would have been
possible? Yet, until today, that treaty
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holds between Egypt and Israel, and it
has made a gigantic difference in the
saving of lives in that extremely trou-
bled region.

In his editorial to The New York
Times, President Carter references
that the Carter Center—which he
founded and to which he has dedicated
his life with his wife Rosalyn ever since
his service as President—has been
deeply involved in Syria since the
early 1980s. Who would know more than
he?

He recommends the only real chance
of ending the conflict is to engage the
United States, Russia, Iran, Turkey,
and Saudi Arabia in preparing a com-
prehensive peace protocol with Syria.
He knows what that requires. He rec-
ommends a cease-fire, formation of a
unity government, constitutional re-
forms, and elections.

Mr. Speaker, I include for today’s
RECORD the editorial entitled ‘A Plan
to End the Syrian Crisis.”

I say to my colleagues and to those
who are listening: As we watch this
tragedy unfold, our Nation is the most
powerful nation in the world. Surely,
we should have the wisdom and the will
to take this latest tragedy, which we
had no small part in precipitating, and
find a way to bring the parties to the
table.

What is happening in Syria due to
the lack of a diplomatic solution is
now impacting Europe in ways that we
have not seen since World War II. It is
very destabilizing.

With what is happening inside
Ukraine today due to Russia’s inva-
sion, with over 1.7 million displaced
persons internally, if Russia would
happen to turn the tourniquet tighter
in eastern Ukraine and cause addi-
tional displacement across Europe,
imagine what the winter months would
bring.

I can’t urge in strong enough terms
that the Obama administration pay
heed to President Carter’s very lucid
editorial in yesterday’s New York
Times. I commend all Members and
citizens to read it.

[From the New York Times, Oct. 26, 2015]

A PLAN To END THE SYRIAN CRISIS
(By Jimmy Carter)

I have known Bashar al-Assad, the presi-
dent of Syria, since he was a college student
in London, and have spent many hours nego-
tiating with him since he has been in office.
This has often been at the request of the
United States government during those
many times when our ambassadors have been
withdrawn from Damascus because of diplo-
matic disputes.

Bashar and his father, Hafez, had a policy
of not speaking to anyone at the American
Embassy during those periods of estrange-
ment, but they would talk to me. I noticed
that Bashar never referred to a subordinate
for advice or information. His most per-
sistent characteristic was stubbornness; it
was almost psychologically impossible for
him to change his mind—and certainly not
when under pressure.

Before the revolution began in March 2011,
Syria set a good example of harmonious rela-
tions among its many different ethnic and
religious groups, including Arabs, Kurds,
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Greeks, Armenians and Assyrians who were
Christians, Jews, Sunnis, Alawites and Shi-
ites. The Assad family had ruled the country
since 1970, and was very proud of this rel-
ative harmony among these diverse groups.

When protesters in Syria demanded long
overdue reforms in the political system,
President Assad saw this as an illegal revolu-
tionary effort to overthrow his ‘‘legitimate”’
regime and erroneously decided to stamp it
out by using unnecessary force. Because of
many complex reasons, he was supported by
his military forces, most Christians, Jews,
Shiite Muslims, Alawites and others who
feared a takeover by radical Sunni Muslims.
The prospect for his overthrow was remote.

The Carter Center had been deeply in-
volved in Syria since the early 1980s, and we
shared our insights with top officials in
Washington, seeking to preserve an oppor-
tunity for a political solution to the rapidly
growing conflict. Despite our persistent but
confidential protests, the early American po-
sition was that the first step in resolving the
dispute had to be the removal of Mr. Assad
from office. Those who knew him saw this as
a fruitless demand, but it has been main-
tained for more than four years. In effect,
our prerequisite for peace efforts has been an
impossibility.

Kofi Annan, the former United Nations
secretary general, and Lakhdar Brahimi, a
former Algerian foreign minister, tried to
end the conflict as special representatives of
the United Nations, but abandoned the effort
as fruitless because of incompatibilities
among America, Russia and other nations re-
garding the status of Mr. Assad during a
peace process.

In May 2015, a group of global leaders
known as the Elders visited Moscow, where
we had detailed discussions with the Amer-
ican ambassador, former President Mikhail
S. Gorbachev, former Prime Minister
Yevgeny M. Primakov, Foreign Minister
Sergey V. Lavrov and representatives of
international think tanks, including the
Moscow branch of the Carnegie Center.

They pointed out the longstanding part-
nership between Russia and the Assad re-
gime and the great threat of the Islamic
State to Russia, where an estimated 14 per-
cent of its population are Sunni Muslims.
Later, I questioned President Putin about
his support for Mr. Assad, and about his two
sessions that year with representatives of
factions from Syria. He replied that little
progress had been made, and he thought that
the only real chance of ending the conflict
was for the United States and Russia to be
joined by Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia in
preparing a comprehensive peace proposal.
He believed that all factions in Syria, except
the Islamic State, would accept almost any
plan endorsed strongly by these five, with
Iran and Russia supporting Mr. Assad and
the other three backing the opposition. With
his approval, I relayed this suggestion to
Washington.

For the past three years, the Carter Center
has been working with Syrians across polit-
ical divides, armed opposition group leaders
and diplomats from the United Nations and
Europe to find a political path for ending the
conflict. This effort has been based on data-
driven research about the Syrian catas-
trophe that the center has conducted, which
reveals the location of different factions and
clearly shows that neither side in Syria can
prevail militarily.

The recent decision by Russia to support
the Assad regime with airstrikes and other
military forces has intensified the fighting,
raised the level of armaments and may in-
crease the flow of refugees to neighboring
countries and Europe. At the same time, it
has helped to clarify the choice between a
political process in which the Assad regime



H7196

assumes a role and more war in which the Is-
lamic State becomes an even greater threat
to world peace. With these clear alter-
natives, the five nations mentioned above
could formulate a unanimous proposal. Un-
fortunately, differences among them persist.

Iran outlined a general four-point sequence
several months ago, consisting of a cease-
fire, formation of a unity government, con-
stitutional reforms and elections. Working
through the United Nations Security Council
and utilizing a five-nation proposal, some
mechanism could be found to implement
these goals.

The involvement of Russia and Iran is es-
sential. Mr. Assad’s only concession in four
years of war was giving up chemical weap-
ons, and he did so only under pressure from
Russia and Iran. Similarly, he will not end
the war by accepting concessions imposed by
the West, but is likely to do so if urged by
his allies.

Mr. Assad’s governing authority could
then be ended in an orderly process, an ac-
ceptable government established in Syria,
and a concerted effort could then be made to
stamp out the threat of the Islamic State.

The needed concessions are not from the
combatants in Syria, but from the proud na-
tions that claim to want peace but refuse to
cooperate with one another.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of wisdom, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

Prior to the Great Compromise, Ben-
jamin Franklin addressed the Constitu-
tional Convention: ‘“We indeed seem to
feel our own want of political wisdom,
since we have been running about in
search of it. In this situation of this as-
sembly, groping as it were in the dark
to find political truth and scarce able
to distinguish it when presented to us,
have we now forgotten (our) powerful
friend?”’

Lord, You are the powerful friend re-
ferred to by Franklin, and we turn
again to You to ask that Your wisdom
might break through the political dis-
cussions of these days.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House and all of Congress with the in-
sight and foresight to construct a fu-
ture of security in our Nation’s poli-
tics, economy, and society. May they,
as You, be especially mindful of those
who are poor and without power.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory. Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DoLD) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. DOLD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, October marks Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, a month to espe-
cially recognize and celebrate breast
cancer patients, survivors, and advo-
cates. While breast cancer affects indi-
viduals and families throughout the
year, I especially appreciate the aware-
ness and advocacy efforts that occur
this week, especially the Walk for Life
and Women’s Night Out.

The Walk for Life/Race for Life at
Palmetto Health, though rescheduled
due to tragic flooding, is celebrating 25
years of raising funds and awareness
for survivors and treatment in the Mid-
lands. In the past 25 years, the Walk
for Life, led by Chair Janet Snider, has
gone from 200 participants in the first
year to over 11,000 participants last
year, raising over $800,000.

Women’s Night Out at Lexington
Medical Center, led by President Mike
Biediger, is an inspiring evening at
Burkett, Burkett & Burkett CPAs
where the hospital honors breast can-
cer patients, survivors, and their fami-
lies.

I know firsthand of the success at
Lexington Medical Center where my
son, Addison, in high school, was suc-
cessfully treated for thyroid cancer and
now himself is an orthopedic surgeon.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

————————

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, this summer, when
a small group of Republicans success-
fully blocked the renewal of the Ex-
port-Import Bank, they were very
dismissive of the negative effects their
efforts would have on job creation here
in our country. Now it is autumn, and
without the Ex-Im Bank, we are losing
American jobs.

Last month, General Electric an-
nounced it will move production of
large, gas-powered engines to Canada,
along with 350 jobs, because the com-
pany cannot access financing from the
Export-Import Bank.

Boeing was recently told by a Singa-
pore-based satellite company not even
to bother bidding on a satellite con-
tract because they lacked the financing
from Ex-Im.

These are just a few real-life exam-
ples of the real-world consequences of
letting Ex-Im expire. There is never a
good time to commit economic suicide.

I urge my colleagues to join together
in renewing the Export-Import Bank
and saving and growing American jobs.

—————

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. This disease has
touched everyone in some way, and we
must do all we can to fight it.

An astonishing one in eight women
will be diagnosed with breast cancer
over the course of her lifetime. This is
one of the many reasons that I sup-
ported increased funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. American
scientists and researchers are the best
in the world, but they do need our sup-
port to put an end to this disease once
and for all.

I am also proud to be the lead Repub-
lican sponsor of H.R. 1925, a bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal to
Dr. Ernie Bodai, the creator of the
breast cancer research stamp. Since its
introduction in 1998, the stamp has
been an effective tool for increasing
awareness and has raised over $80 mil-
lion to support the cause.

This month, please take a moment to
join me in remembering those who lost
the battle to breast cancer, while cele-
brating survivors, those currently
fighting the disease, and all of those
helping women live longer, healthier
lives.

———
SOLAR ENERGY

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, solar en-
ergy serves the national interest in a
number of ways. It is reducing our reli-
ance on fossil fuels that are causing
climate change. It is helping America
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