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Start funding and the 80% federal funding al-
lowed under the law. 

H.R. 3763 does two things that harm New 
Starts projects. It codifies a reduction in the 
transit New Start federal share to 50%, and it 
prohibits the use of other federal transpor-
tation dollars to fill the gap. 

Nothing in the bill reduces the amount these 
states and localities will receive, so this provi-
sion does not reduce the cost of the bill, or 
shift funding from one state to another. It sim-
ply ties the hands of local agencies and 
makes it harder, and potentially more expen-
sive, to complete transit projects. 

The amendment we are offering today will 
restore the ability of local agencies to use 
CMAQ and TIFIA funding for New Starts. The 
amendment will also restore an 80% federal 
share for Small Starts and Core Capacity 
projects, which can continue to use CMAQ, 
STP and TIFIA funding toward project costs. 

This amendment is a compromise that is the 
result of Chairman SHUSTER’s commitment to 
work with us after we raised it during markup 
in committee. Under this compromise, New 
Starts remain at 50%, and will not be able to 
use STP funds. We still object to these restric-
tions, but the use of CMAQ and TIFIA to fill 
the gap is restored. We will continue to fight 
in conference to restore STP funding for New 
Starts, and to ensure that highway and transit 
projects are treated equally. 

I thank the Chairman for working with us on 
this compromise, and for agreeing to correct 
at least part of the problem. I urge all of my 
colleagues to support the amendment, and to 
join with us in continuing to address this issue 
in the final product enacted into law. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MIKE BIEDIGER 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Mike Biediger 
on his retirement as CEO of Lexington Med-
ical Center after over 25 years of dedicated 
service. 

During his tenure as CEO of Lexington 
Medical Center, he has led the hospital 
through an unprecedented period of growth. 
Lexington Medical Center has grown from 292 
beds into a 414-bed modern medical complex 
with six community-based medical and urgent 
care centers and more than 600 physicians 
and 60 medical practices conveniently located 
throughout Lexington County. Under his lead-
ership, the hospital also established an inno-
vative, nationally certified heart program. On 
May 8, 2015, Clemson University awarded 
Mike Biediger an honorary doctorate for his 
achievements in improving the quality of 
health of the citizens of South Carolina. I am 
grateful for his admirable service to the com-
munity and his commitment to quality 
healthcare. 

RECOGNIZING STANISLAUS FARM 
SUPPLY 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Stanislaus Farm 
Supply, who will be inducted as a member of 
the Stanislaus County Ag Hall of Fame ‘‘Leg-
ends in Agriculture’’ during a ceremony in Mo-
desto, California, on November 12, 2015. 

Stanislaus Farm Supply, a farmer-owned 
company, dedicated to being the best farm 
supply organization in the industry, provides 
services to farms in California and Nevada. 
They have three retail locations in California: 
Modesto, Merced, Susanville, and one in 
Yerington, Nevada. They offer products of the 
utmost quality in spreading, spraying, planting, 
equipment repair, crop consulting and scout-
ing. 

It all began in 1949 when the steel work 
strikes contributed to a shrinking supply of 
bailing wire. Area farmers were forced to pool 
their resources to secure wire. By the gen-
erosity of many including Fred Thiemann who 
donated office space or Joe Souza who 
worked for free for the first 6 months, the 
Stanislaus Farm Supply was born. The County 
Farm bureau supplied the bulk of the early fi-
nancing and within five years of business, 
Stanislaus Farm Supply accomplished an im-
pressive goal of $500,000 in annual sales. 
They outgrew their current location on 8th and 
Washington and acquired a new warehouse 
on E. Service all located in Modesto. This new 
facility allowed room for the company to ex-
pand and grow in the future. 

Sam Bettencourt became General Manager 
of the growing company in 1978. In Sam’s 37 
years he built a legacy around the company. 
He was active in supporting local youth 
through junior livestock events and scholar-
ships for students pursuing agricultural related 
degrees. Sam reinvented the company to be a 
voice for its member owners which had been 
decreasing over time before he started with 
the company. Many of the employees still with 
Stanislaus Farm Supply were hired by Sam 
Bettencourt. He was an asset to the company 
and helped form it into the successful busi-
ness today. In 2015, Nick Biscay took over as 
General Manager of Farm Supply. 

Stanislaus Farm Supply has not only sur-
vived but thrived since its official opening in 
1949. They contribute this to their ability to 
adapt with change as there have been many 
technological advances, climate and environ-
mental changes and more since their opening. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in praising and 
commending Stanislaus Farm Supply, for their 
significant contributions to agriculture and to 
the farmers, students, and people of our local 
community. 

f 

HONORING WORLD STROKE DAY 

HON. RICHARD B. NUGENT 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing: 

Whereas, stroke kills almost 130,000 Ameri-
cans every year and it is responsible for one 
out of every twenty deaths, some of which 
could have been prevented; and 

Whereas, the CDC estimates that the cost 
of stroke to the United States is approxi-
mately, $34 billion each year; and 

Whereas, stroke reduces mobility in the ma-
jority of survivors and it is a leading cause of 
disability; and 

Whereas, stroke awareness is extremely im-
portant and early detection and treatment of 
stroke can vastly improve outcomes; 

Therefore, I, RICHARD B. NUGENT, Member 
of Congress representing the Eleventh Con-
gressional District of Florida, am proud to 
honor the victims of stroke and their families 
by recognizing October 29th as World Stroke 
Day. 

f 

HIRE MORE HEROES ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 22) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration 
from being taken into account for purposes 
of determining the employers to which the 
employer mandate applies under the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act: 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam Chair, 
I rise today in support of the amendment. 

Today, the United States is awash in do-
mestically produced natural gas. 

The Energy Information Agency (ETA) esti-
mates that the U.S. has more than 354 trillion 
cubic feet of proven natural gas reserves. 

In Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia and 
most importantly, Texas, we increased produc-
tion by more than 4.2 billion cubic feet per 
day. 

While I am a big supporter of LNG exports, 
I also firmly believe we should consume as 
much natural gas here at home as possible. 

Natural gas has transformed our power sec-
tor. 

Today, for the first time in history, we use 
more natural gas for power production than 
coal. 

Natural gas is expected to fulfill almost 40% 
of our power needs in the coming decades. 

Our producers have become so efficient, 
Henry Hub prices sit at approximately $2.89 
per BCF. 

We should drive demand for natural gas by 
encouraging natural gas vehicles. 

Our corporate and government fleets as well 
as our public transportation vehicles all run on 
natural gas but the largest segment of the 
market resides in personal vehicles. 

If we increase demand, we will resolve any 
environmental issues related to natural gas 
production. 

First, producers will reduce natural gas flar-
ing because that product will have a market. 

Second, natural gas burns cleaner than gas-
oline which reduces carbon emissions. 
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The EPA is tasked with protecting the envi-

ronment and natural gas vehicles deserve the 
same opportunities as electric vehicles. 

I urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, from 
Monday, November 2, 2015 through Tuesday, 
November 3, 2015, I was attending to rep-
resentational duties in my congressional dis-
trict. Had I been present I would have voted 
as follows: 

1. On Roll Call 582 I would have voted AYE 
(H.R. 1853—To direct the President to de-
velop a strategy to obtain observer status for 
Taiwan in the International Criminal Police Or-
ganization, and for other purposes) 

2. On Roll Call 583 I would have voted NO 
(H. Res. 507—Providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendments to H.R. 22, the Hire 
More Heroes Act of 2015; providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from November 6, 
2015, through November 13, 2015; and pro-
viding for consideration of motions to suspend 
the rules) 

3. On Roll Call 584 I would have voted NO 
(H. Res. 507, as Amended—Providing for con-
sideration of the Senate amendments to H.R. 
22, the Hire More Heroes Act of 2015; pro-
viding for proceedings during the period from 
November 6, 2015, through November 13, 
2015; and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules) 

4. On Roll Call 585 I would have voted AYE 
(H. Res. 354—Expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives regarding the safety 
and security of Jewish communities in Eu-
rope.) 

5. On Roll Call 586 I would have voted AYE 
(H.R. 22—Swalwell of California Part B 
Amendment No. 2 to Rules Print 114–32) 

6. On Roll Call 587 I would have voted NO 
(H.R. 22—Gosar of Arizona Part B Amend-
ment No. 5 to Rules Print 114–32) 

7. On Roll Call 588 I would have voted NO 
(H.R. 22—Ribble of Wisconsin Part B Amend-
ment No. 14 to Rules Print 114–32) 

8. On Roll Call 589 I would have voted AYE 
(H.R. 22—Brown of Florida Part B Amend-
ment No. 15 to Rules Print 114–32) 

9. On Roll Call 590 I would have voted AYE 
(H.R. 22—Lynch of Massachusetts Part B 
Amendment No. 29 to Rules Print 114–32) 

10. On Roll Call 591 I would have voted 
AYE (H.R. 22—Takano of California Part B 
Amendment No. 31 to Rules Print 114–32) 

11. On Roll Call 592 I would have voted 
AYE (H.R. 22—Brownley of California Part B 
Amendment No. 32 to Rules Print 114–32) 

12. On Roll Call 593 I would have voted NO 
(H.R. 22—Radewagen of American Samoa 
Part B Amendment No. 34 to Rules Print 114– 
32) 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF AUTISM NEW 
JERSEY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Autism New Jersey as it cele-

brates its 50th anniversary this year. This 
milestone and the incredible work of Autism 
New Jersey is truly deserving of this body’s 
recognition. 

Organized in 1965 out of a need for a sup-
port system representing the common inter-
ests of concerned parents, Autism New Jersey 
has continued to evolve over the years to 
meet the changing scope and needs of the 
autism community. With an occurrence rate of 
1 in 45 in the state of New Jersey, the efforts 
of Autism of New Jersey are vital to many of 
the state’s families and individuals. Its informa-
tion services and education and training pro-
grams are invaluable resources to individuals, 
families, professionals and government offi-
cials and help raise awareness, under-
standing, support and compassion of the au-
tism community. Through its public policy ac-
tivity, Autism New Jersey continues to be a 
leading voice on autism-related matters across 
the state and an effective advocate on behalf 
of the community. 

I would also like to join with Autism New 
Jersey in congratulating its 50th Gala hon-
orees, Speaker Emeritus Joseph J. Roberts, 
Jr., Sandra L. Harris, PhD., Herbert D. Hinkle, 
Esq., and Nancy Richardson. The actions of 
each of these honorees have made positive 
impacts on individuals and caregivers and 
help advance the mission of Autism New Jer-
sey. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
congratulating Autism New Jersey on its 50th 
anniversary and recognizing the outstanding 
efforts of the organization and its gala hon-
orees on behalf of the autism community. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ LOWE, 
DECORATED WORLD WAR II VET-
ERAN AND PHILANTHROPIST, IN 
ADVANCE OF VETERANS DAY 
2015 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Lowe, a United 
States Marine and active philanthropist of La-
fayette, Louisiana. A friend to everyone he 
met, Lowe was not just known for his military 
service and business savvy, but he was also 
recognized and cherished for his passion to 
give back to his community. He passed away 
at his home on August 6, 2015 at the age of 
93. 

Bob was a hard-worker from a young age. 
Born in Hutton, LA in 1922, he spent time 
working in the fields of his family’s farm and 
developing his strong work ethic. After fin-
ishing high school, he enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps and served his country 
proudly in the First Defense Battalion sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor. He was among the last 
remaining survivors of the December 7, 1941 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Lowe was honorably 
discharged in 1945. 

Following his distinguished military career, 
Bob moved to Lafayette, LA in 1952. He be-
came highly-regarded in the business commu-
nity as a founder of Central Industries, 
Gulfgate Marine and the All American Devel-
opment Company. In addition to his business 
successes, Lowe was constantly thinking of 
ways to serve others. In 1965, his wife of forty 
years, Jewell, founded 232–HELP, an informa-
tion, education, and referral service geared to-

ward assisting and providing resources to 
those in need. Lowe dedicated time as a 
founding board member, and eventual Presi-
dent of the agency. He also founded LARC, 
an organization dedicated to supporting mem-
bers of the community with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities. In 2011, Lowe was 
awarded the Lafayette Civic Cup for his ex-
traordinary record of community involvement. 

Bob was extremely devoted to and active in 
the veteran community in Louisiana. He 
served as Commander and Senior Vice Com-
mander at the historic American Legion Post 
69, an Executive Board member of the Vet-
erans Action Coalition of South Louisiana and 
a life member of the Marine Corps League, 
Acadiana Detachment # 488. A special mem-
ory many veterans hold of Lowe is that each 
December, he enthusiastically hosted a Christ-
mas reunion of Pearl Harbor survivors at the 
Petroleum Club of Lafayette. Before his pass-
ing, Lowe made arrangements to ensure this 
annual gathering would continue for years to 
come. 

To say Lowe will be missed does not even 
begin to express the lasting, positive impact 
he had on so many lives. He was a pillar of 
our community, and the good works to which 
he so thoroughly dedicated his life will be re-
membered for generations to come. 

Lowe is survived by his sons, Casey Lowe 
and Cody Lowe, his stepson, James 
Parkerson Roy, Sr., and his wife Ginger Roy, 
grandchildren Bonnie Lowe Martens, Olivia 
Lowe, and Valerie Lowe, and step-grand-
children John Parkerson Roy, James 
Parkerson Roy, Jr., Christopher Malin Roy and 
Elizabeth Caswell, as well as several great- 
grandchildren. 

Lowe was preceded in death by his wife, 
Jewell Parkerson Lowe, a daughter, Kathleen 
Paulette Lowe, and his parents, Robert Lee 
Lowe and Emma Bergeron Lowe. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall 
vote No. 617 on H.R. 22, I mistakenly re-
corded my vote as ‘‘no’’ when I intended to 
vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

HIRE MORE HEROES ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 22) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration 
from being taken into account for purposes 
of determining the employers to which the 
employer mandate applies under the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act: 
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