
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7822 November 5, 2015 
years of age or older (passes would be avail-
able at the same cost as the National Parks 
and Federal Recreational Lands Pass). 

TITLE VII—NATIONAL PARK NEXT GENERATION 
STEWARDS 

NPS Interpretation and Education Authority 

Provides clear authority for the interpre-
tation and education work of the National 
Park Service by consolidating a number of 
disparate authorities currently used. 

Directs the Secretary of the Interior to en-
sure that management of National Park Sys-
tem units and related areas is enhanced by 
the availability and utilization of a broad 
program of the highest quality interpreta-
tion and education. 

Public Lands Corps Amendments 

Raises the age limit for participation in 
the Public Lands Corps from 25 to 30. This 
section also would provide non-competitive 
hiring status to a former Public Lands Corps 
member from the current 120 days after the 
member’s service is completed to a period of 
up to two years. 

Volunteers in Parks 

Removes the $3.5 million authorization 
ceiling for the Volunteers in the Parks to ac-
commodate the funding needed to support 
this growing program. 

TITLE VIII—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VISITOR 
SERVICE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
establish the National Park Service Visitor 
Services Management Authority (VMSA) to 
award and manage contracts for the oper-
ation of commercial visitor services pro-
grams and activities. 

Authorizes the establishment of a VSMA 
operating board, a director of the VSMA, and 
the hiring of staff. 

Authorizes the use of funds collected by 
the VSMA from the contracts awarded to be 
available for expenditure by the VSMA in 
furtherance of the purposes of the law. 

TITLE IX—INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
enter into agreements for the creation of re-
productions of a museum object in which the 
object and its intellectual property rights 
are under the control of the Secretary. The 
agreements may include provisions for the 
collection of fees or royalties, which can be 
retained and used by the park or repository 
where the museum object is held. 

TITLE X—NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Director of the National Park Serv-
ice as ex officio members of the National 
Park Foundation board. 

Authorizes appropriations of $25 million 
for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2026 to 
National Park Foundation, and prohibits the 
use of these finds for administrative ex-
penses of the Foundation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 307—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL NATIVE 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
AND CELEBRATING THE HERIT-
AGES AND CULTURES OF NA-
TIVE AMERICANS AND THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF NATIVE AMERI-
CANS TO THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
GARDNER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, 

Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. ENZI, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
JOHNSON, and Mr. REID) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 307 
Whereas from November 1, 2015, through 

November 30, 2015, the United States cele-
brates National Native American Heritage 
Month; 

Whereas National Native American Herit-
age Month is an opportunity to consider and 
recognize the contributions of Native Ameri-
cans to the history of the United States; 

Whereas Native Americans are descendants 
of the original, indigenous inhabitants of 
what is now the United States; 

Whereas the Bureau of the Census esti-
mated that in 2010, there were more than 
5,000,000 individuals of Native American de-
scent in the United States; 

Whereas Native Americans maintain vi-
brant cultures and traditions and hold a 
deeply rooted sense of community; 

Whereas Native Americans have moving 
stories of tragedy, triumph, and persever-
ance that need to be shared with future gen-
erations; 

Whereas Native Americans speak and pre-
serve indigenous languages, which have con-
tributed to the English language by being 
used as names of individuals and locations 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas Congress has consistently re-
affirmed the support of the United States of 
tribal self-governance and self-determination 
and the commitment of the United States to 
improving the lives of all Native Americans 
by— 

(1) enhancing health care and law enforce-
ment resources; and 

(2) improving the housing and socio-
economic status of Native Americans; 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
strengthening the government-to-govern-
ment relationship that the United States has 
maintained with the various Indian tribes; 

Whereas Congress has recognized the con-
tributions of the Iroquois Confederacy, and 
the influence of the Iroquois Confederacy on 
the Founding Fathers in the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States with the 
concepts of— 

(1) freedom of speech; 
(2) the separation of governmental powers; 

and 
(3) the system of checks and balances be-

tween the branches of government; 

Whereas, with the enactment of the Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1922), Congress— 

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United States 
and Native American governments; and 

(2) recognized the important contributions 
of Native Americans to the culture of the 
United States; 

Whereas Native Americans have made dis-
tinct and important contributions to the 
United States and the rest of the world in 
many fields, including the fields of agri-
culture, medicine, music, language, and art; 

Whereas Native Americans have distin-
guished themselves as inventors, entre-
preneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars; 

Whereas Native Americans have served 
with honor and distinction in the Armed 
Forces, and continue to serve in the Armed 
Forces in greater numbers per capita than 
any other group in the United States; 

Whereas the United States has recognized 
the contribution of the Native American 
code talkers in World War I and World War 
II, who used indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military code, saving countless 
lives in the United States; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have reason to honor the great achievements 
and contributions of Native Americans and 
their ancestors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the month of November 2015, 

as National Native American Heritage 
Month; 

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanks-
giving as ‘‘Native American Heritage Day’’ 
in accordance with section 2(10) of the Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1923); and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National Native American Heritage 
Month and Native American Heritage Day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 308—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20, 
2015, AS THE ‘‘NATIONAL DAY ON 
WRITING’’ 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. ROB-
ERTS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 308 

Whereas people in the 21st century are 
writing more than ever before for personal, 
professional, and civic purposes; 

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and 
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing; 

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and 
influential in their work; 

Whereas writers continue to learn how to 
write for different purposes, audiences, and 
occasions throughout their lifetimes; 

Whereas developing digital technologies 
expand the possibilities for composing in 
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore; 

Whereas young people are leading the way 
in developing new forms of composing by 
using different forms of digital media; 

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a 
global community; 

Whereas the National Council of Teachers 
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the 
National Day on Writing; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in 
the personal, professional, and civic lives of 
the people of the United States; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction 
and practice at every educational level and 
in every subject area; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to 
write and compose for different audiences, 
purposes, and occasions; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for 
composing, from traditional tools like print, 
audio, and video to Internet website tools 
like blogs, wikis, and podcasts; and 

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States to 
write, enjoy, and learn from the writing of 
others: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
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(1) supports the designation of October 20, 

2015, as the ‘‘National Day on Writing’’; 
(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the Na-

tional Day on Writing; and 
(3) encourages educational institutions, 

businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and other organizations to celebrate 
and promote the National Day on Writing. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 309—REL-
ATIVE TO THE DEATH OF FRED 
THOMPSON, FORMER UNITED 
STATES SENATOR FOR THE 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 

Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. CORKER, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
DONNELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. FLAKE, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
KING, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MORAN, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. SHELBY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 309 

Whereas Fred Thompson was born in Ala-
bama in 1942, and grew up in Lawrenceburg, 
Tennessee; 

Whereas Fred Thompson graduated from 
Memphis State University in 1964 and Van-
derbilt University School of Law in 1967, was 
admitted to the Tennessee bar and served as 
an assistant U.S. Attorney; 

Whereas Fred Thompson was appointed by 
Senator Howard Baker, Jr., to serve as mi-
nority counsel to the Senate Watergate Com-
mittee in 1973; 

Whereas Fred Thompson continued to 
practice law and in 1977 helped expose gov-
ernment corruption in Tennessee; 

Whereas Fred Thompson was first elected 
to the United States Senate in 1994 and 
served as a Senator from the State of Ten-
nessee until 2003; 

Whereas following his service as Senator, 
Fred Thompson continued to pursue his act-
ing career, which began in 1985 with the 
movie ‘‘Marie’’ in which he played himself; 

Whereas Fred Thompson was known for his 
integrity, humility and dedication to public 
service: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with 
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable 
Fred Thompson, former member of the 
United States Senate. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
communicate these resolutions to the House 
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled 
copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns 
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark 
of respect to the memory of the Honorable 
Fred Thompson. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 24—AUTHORIZING THE USE 
OF EMANCIPATION HALL IN THE 
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER FOR 
THE UNVEILING OF THE MARBLE 
BUST OF VICE PRESIDENT RICH-
ARD CHENEY ON DECEMBER 3, 
2015 
Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. MCCON-

NELL, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. REID) sub-
mitted the following concurrent resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. CON. RES. 24 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

THE UNVEILING OF THE MARBLE 
BUST OF VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD 
CHENEY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Emancipation Hall in the 
Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used for a ceremony to unveil the marble 
bust of Vice President Richard Cheney on 
December 3, 2015. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—The Architect of the 
Capitol and the Capitol Police Board shall 
take such action as may be necessary with 
respect to physical preparations and security 
for the ceremony described in subsection (a). 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2763. Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 2029, making ap-
propriations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes. 

SA 2764. Mr. KIRK proposed an amendment 
to amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK 
(for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) 
to the bill H.R. 2029, supra. 

SA 2765. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 
FLAKE) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed to amendment SA 2763 proposed 
by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and 
Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2766. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2767. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2768. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2769. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 2763. Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 

TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) proposed an 

amendment to the bill H.R. 2029, mak-
ing appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
That the following sums are appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
namely: 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and 
other personal services necessary for the 
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in 
Chief, $663,245,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of this 
amount, not to exceed $109,245,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation 
support, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the 
determination and the reasons therefor. 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 

CORPS 
For acquisition, construction, installation, 

and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, naval installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Navy and Marine 
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $1,619,699,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2020: Provided, That, of 
this amount, not to exceed $91,649,000 shall 
be available for study, planning, design, and 
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy 
determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 
For acquisition, construction, installation, 

and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as 
currently authorized by law, $1,389,185,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2020: 
Provided, That, of this amount, not to exceed 
$89,164,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of Air Force determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the 
determination and the reasons therefor. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, installations, facilities, and 
real property for activities and agencies of 
the Department of Defense (other than the 
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $2,290,767,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020: Provided, That 
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