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to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2780. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK 
(for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) 
to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2781. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK 
(for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) 
to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2782. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself 
and Mr. BENNET) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 
2029, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2783. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mrs. BOXER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 
2029, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2784. Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. DAINES) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 2763 
proposed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 
2029, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2785. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed to amendment SA 2763 proposed 
by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and 
Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2786. Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and 
Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 
2029, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2787. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK 
(for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) 
to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2788. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK 
(for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) 
to the bill H.R. 2029, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2789. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2029, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2790. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, 
Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill 
H.R. 2029, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2770. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2029, making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 
SEC. lll. PROTECTING THE HIGHER EDU-

CATION CHOICES OF NON-TRADI-
TIONAL STUDENTS. 

None of the funds appropriated under this 
Act may be used to participate in or carry 

out actions arising from the Department of 
Education’s Interagency Task Force of For- 
Profit Institutions of Higher Education. 

SA 2771. Mr. MORAN (for himself, 
Mr. TOOMEY, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
2029, making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2016, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 247. None of the amounts appropriated 

or otherwise made available by this title 
may be used to carry out the Home Mar-
keting Incentive Program of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, to carry out the Ap-
praisal Value Offer Program of the Depart-
ment, or to pay for the transfer or relocation 
of an employee of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in a senior executive position 
(as defined in section 713(g) of title 38, United 
States Code). 

SA 2772. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. The Comptroller General of the 
United States shall conduct random, periodic 
audits of medical facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and the Veterans 
Integrated Service Networks to assess 
whether such facilities and Networks are 
complying with all standards imposed by law 
or by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs with 
respect to the timely access of veterans to 
hospital care, medical services, and other 
health care from the Department. 

SA 2773. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill H.R. 2029, making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 71, between lines 14 and 15, insert 
the following: 

SEC. 411. (a) ADDITIONAL AMOUNT TO FACILI-
TATE FURNISHING OF LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO 
VETERANS UNABLE TO AFFORD LEGAL REP-
RESENTATION.—The amount appropriated or 
otherwise made available by title III under 
the heading ‘‘SALARIES AND EXPENSES’’ under 
the heading ‘‘UNITED STATES COURT OF AP-
PEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS’’ is hereby in-
creased by $500,000. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Of the amount appro-
priated or otherwise made available by title 
III under the heading ‘‘SALARIES AND EX-
PENSES’’ under the heading ‘‘UNITED STATES 
COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS’’, 
as increased by subsection (a), $500,000 shall 
be available for the provision of financial as-
sistance as described in and in accordance 
with the process and reporting procedures 
set forth in the Dire Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations and Transfers for Re-
lief From the Effects of Natural Disasters, 
for Other Urgent Needs, and for Incremental 

Cost of ‘‘Operation Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm’’ Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-229) 
under the heading ‘‘SALARIES AND EXPENSES’’ 
under the heading ‘‘COURT OF VETERANS AP-
PEALS’’. The amount available for financial 
assistance under this subsection is in addi-
tion to any other amounts available for such 
financial assistance under this Act. 

(c) OFFSET.—The amount appropriated or 
otherwise made available by title II under 
the heading ‘‘GENERAL ADMINISTRATION’’ is 
hereby decreased by $500,000. 

SA 2774. Mr. MORAN (for himself, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. 
CASEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK (for him-
self, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to 
the bill H.R. 2029, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. lll. None of the amounts appro-

priated or otherwise made available by title 
II may be used to carry out the Home Mar-
keting Incentive Program of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs or to carry out the Ap-
praisal Value Offer Program of the Depart-
ment with respect to an employee of the De-
partment in a senior executive position (as 
defined in section 713(g) of title 38, United 
States Code). 

SA 2775. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK (for him-
self, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to 
the bill H.R. 2029, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the congressional veterans 
committees a report evaluating the imple-
mentation by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs of section 101 of the Veterans Access, 
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 (Pub-
lic Law 113–146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

(b) The report required by subsection (a) 
shall include, with respect to the implemen-
tation of such section 101, an evaluation of 
the following: 

(1) The effect of such implementation on 
the reduction in the use of purchased care by 
the Department, including delays or denials 
of care and interruptions in courses and con-
tinuity of care. 

(2) The ability of health care providers to 
meet the demand for primary, specialty, and 
behavioral health care under such section 101 
that cannot reasonably be provided in med-
ical facilities of the Department. 

(3) The efforts of the Department to recruit 
health care providers to provide health care 
under such section 101. 

(4) The accuracy of the information pro-
vided to veterans through call centers re-
garding the receipt of health care under such 
section 101. 

(5) The timeliness of referrals of veterans 
by the Department to health care providers 
under such section 101. 
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(6) Unique issues and difficulties in the im-

plementation of section 101 with respect to 
veterans residing in rural areas, the States 
of Alaska and Hawaii and states lacking a 
full service VA Hospital. 

(7) With respect to rural areas: (A) an iden-
tification of the average wait times for vet-
erans in rural areas to receive health care 
under such section 101, measured from when 
the veteran first calls the Department or 
contracted call center to request an appoint-
ment; (B) an assessment of utilization rates 
for health care provided under such section 
101 in rural areas (C) an assessment of the 
accessibility of veterans in rural areas to 
primary and specialty care at medical cen-
ters of the Department and from non-Depart-
ment health care providers under such sec-
tion 101; (D) an assessment of the status of 
any pilot programs created by the Depart-
ment to provide care under such section 101; 
(E) an identification of the number of health 
care providers providing health care under 
such section 101 to veterans in rural areas, 
broken out by primary care providers, spe-
cialty and subspecialty providers, and behav-
ioral health providers in each Veterans Inte-
grated Service Network. 

(8) Recommendations for such improve-
ments to the provision of health care under 
such section 101 as the Comptroller General 
considers appropriate. 

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘congressional 
veterans committees’’ means the Veterans 
Affairs Committees of the United States 
Senate and the House of Representatives and 
the Subcommittee on Military Construction, 
Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies of the 
Committees on Appropriations of the United 
States Senate and the House of Representa-
tives. 

SA 2776. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2763 proposed by Mr. KIRK (for him-
self, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to 
the bill H.R. 2029, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. Not later than February 1, 2016, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port that supplements the report required 
under section 4002(c) of the Surface Trans-
portation and Veterans Health Care Choice 
Improvement Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–41) 
and that contains the following: 

(1) A description of the changes in access, 
if any, of veterans in Alaska to purchased 
care from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs that have resulted from implementa-
tion of section 101 of the Veterans Access, 
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 (Pub-
lic Law 113–146), including denials of care and 
interruptions in the course and continuity of 
care. 

(2) An assessment of the performance of 
the Department in providing health care 
under such section 101 in Alaska, including— 

(A) the performance of call center service 
provided to veterans; 

(B) the accuracy of call center information 
provided to veterans and health care pro-
viders; 

(C) whether health care providers are 
agreeing to provide health care under such 
section 101 in each of the major communities 
in Alaska; 

(D) gaps in the availability of health care 
providers, disaggregated by primary, spe-
cialty, subspecialty, and behavioral health 
care; 

(E) impediments to the provision of health 
care under such section 101; and 

(F) plans to mitigate those impediments. 
(3) An assessment of the status of health 

care provider vacancies at the VA Alaska 
Healthcare System as of the date of sub-
mittal of the report under this section, in-
cluding impediments to filling those vacan-
cies and plans to mitigate those impedi-
ments. 

(4) A description of the manner in which 
the Department plans to serve the primary, 
specialty, and behavioral health care needs 
of veterans in Alaska if the plan and rec-
ommendations set forth in the report sub-
mitted under such section 4002(c) are imple-
mented, including a description of specific 
strategies to be employed by the Department 
to address gaps in the provision of health 
care to veterans and the supply and demand 
of health care providers for veterans, includ-
ing the roles of tribal health providers and 
community providers in addressing those 
gaps. 

SA 2777. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2029, making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. COMPENSATION FOR FEDERAL EM-

PLOYEES AFFECTED BY A LAPSE IN 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 1341 of title 31, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘An of-
ficer’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as specified in 
this subchapter or any other provision of 
law, an officer’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c)(1) In this subsection— 
‘‘(A) the term ‘covered lapse in appropria-

tions’ means a lapse in appropriations that 
begins on or after October 1, 2015; and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘excepted employee’ means 
an excepted employee or an employee per-
forming emergency work, as such terms are 
defined by the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment. 

‘‘(2) Each Federal employee furloughed as 
a result of a covered lapse in appropriations 
shall be paid for the period of the lapse in ap-
propriations, and each excepted employee 
who is required to perform work during a 
covered lapse in appropriations shall be paid 
for such work, at the employee’s standard 
rate of pay at the earliest date possible after 
the lapse in appropriations ends, regardless 
of scheduled pay dates. 

‘‘(3) During a covered lapse in appropria-
tions, each excepted employee who is re-
quired to perform work shall be entitled to 
use leave under chapter 63 of title 5, or any 
other applicable law governing the use of 
leave by the excepted employee, for which 
compensation shall be paid at the earliest 
date possible after the lapse in appropria-
tions ends, regardless of scheduled pay 
dates.’’. 

SA 2778. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 2763 pro-
posed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill 
H.R. 2029, making appropriations for 

military construction, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 31, line 23, strike the period and 
insert ‘‘: Provided, That such sums are allo-
cated to conduct research related to toxic 
exposure.’’ 

SA 2779. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 2763 pro-
posed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill 
H.R. 2029, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 31, line 23, strike the period and 
insert ‘‘: Provided, That such sums are allo-
cated to ensure the provision of gender ap-
propriate prosthetics and to conduct re-
search related to toxic exposure.’’ 

SA 2780. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 2763 pro-
posed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill 
H.R. 2029, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 31, line 23, strike the period and 
insert ‘‘: Provided, That such sums are allo-
cated to ensure the provision of gender ap-
propriate prosthetics.’’ 

SA 2781. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 2763 pro-
posed by Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Ms. MIKULSKI) to the bill 
H.R. 2029, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 30, line 6, strike the period and in-
sert ‘‘: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that 
amounts appropriated to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for medical supplies and 
equipment are allocated to ensure the provi-
sion of gender appropriate prosthetics.’’ 

SA 2782. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for 
himself and Mr. BENNET) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 39, line 14, insert after ‘‘estab-
lished above:’’ the following: ‘‘Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
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shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate, and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
of the House of Representatives, not later 
than 30 days after the last day of each fiscal 
quarter, a report on the super construction 
projects, as defined in section 8103(e)(3) of 
title 38, United States Code, carried out by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, which 
shall include the status of each such project 
as of the last day of the quarter covered by 
the report, the actual cost and schedule 
variances of each such project as of such day 
compared to the planned cost and schedules 
for the project, and a dispute resolution ma-
trix depicting internal and external disputes 
regarding technical, fiscal, schedule, or 
other issues, along with action plans and 
timelines for resolution:’’ 

SA 2783. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself 
and Mrs. BOXER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill H.R. 2029, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2016 that was reported by the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate on 
May 21, 2015, includes the following amounts 
to be appropriated to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs: 

(A) $35,000,000 to make seismic corrections 
to Building 208 at the West Los Angeles Med-
ical Center of the Department in Los Ange-
les, California, which, according to the De-
partment, is a building that is designated as 
having an exceptionally high risk of sus-
taining substantial damage or collapsing 
during an earthquake. 

(B) $158,000,000 to provide for the construc-
tion of a new research building, site work, 
and demolition at the San Francisco Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center. 

(C) $161,000,000 to replace Building 133 with 
a new community living center at the Long 
Beach Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
which, according to the Department, is a 
building that is designated as having an ex-
tremely high risk of sustaining major dam-
age during an earthquake. 

(D) $468,800,000 for construction projects 
that are critical to the Department for en-
suring health care access and safety at med-
ical facilities in Louisville, Kentucky, Jef-
ferson Barracks in St. Louis, Missouri, Perry 
Point, Maryland, American Lake, Wash-
ington, Alameda, California, and Livermore, 
California. 

(2) The Department is unable to obligate or 
expend the amounts described in paragraph 
(1), other than for construction design, be-
cause the Department lacks an explicit au-
thorization by an Act of Congress pursuant 
to section 8104(a)(2) of title 38, United States 
Code, to carry out the major medical facility 
projects described in such paragraph. 

(3) Among the major medical facility 
projects described in paragraph (1), three are 
critical seismic safety projects in California. 

(4) Every day that the critical seismic safe-
ty projects described in paragraph (3) are de-
layed increases the risk of a life-threatening 
building failure in the case of a major seis-
mic event. 

(5) According to the United States Geologi-
cal Survey— 

(A) California has more than a 99 percent 
chance of experiencing an earthquake of 
magnitude 6.7 or greater in the next 30 years; 

(B) even earthquakes of less severity than 
magnitude 6.7 can cause life threatening 
damage to seismically unsafe buildings; and 

(C) in California, earthquakes of mag-
nitude 6.0 or greater occur on average once 
every 1.2 years. 

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may 
carry out the following major medical facil-
ity projects, with each project to be carried 
out in an amount not to exceed the amount 
specified for that project: 

(1) Seismic corrections to buildings, in-
cluding retrofitting and replacement of high- 
risk buildings, in San Francisco, California, 
in an amount not to exceed $180,480,000. 

(2) Seismic corrections to facilities, includ-
ing facilities to support homeless veterans, 
at the medical center in West Los Angeles, 
California, in an amount not to exceed 
$105,500,000. 

(3) Seismic corrections to the mental 
health and community living center in Long 
Beach, California, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $287,100,000. 

(4) Construction of an outpatient clinic, 
administrative space, cemetery, and col-
umbarium in Alameda, California, in an 
amount not to exceed $87,332,000. 

(5) Realignment of medical facilities in 
Livermore, California, in an amount not to 
exceed $194,430,000. 

(6) Construction of a medical center in 
Louisville, Kentucky, in an amount not to 
exceed $150,000,000. 

(7) Construction of a replacement commu-
nity living center in Perry Point, Maryland, 
in an amount not to exceed $92,700,000. 

(8) Seismic corrections and other renova-
tions to several buildings and construction 
of a specialty care building in American 
Lake, Washington, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $16,260,000. 

(c) There is authorized to be appropriated 
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fis-
cal year 2016 or the year in which funds are 
appropriated for the Construction, Major 
Projects, account, $1,113,802,000 for the 
projects authorized in subsection (b). 

(d) The projects authorized in subsection 
(b) may only be carried out using— 

(1) funds appropriated for fiscal year 2016 
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions in subsection (c); 

(2) funds available for Construction, Major 
Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal year 
2016 that remain available for obligation; 

(3) funds available for Construction, Major 
Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year 
2016 that remain available for obligation; 

(4) funds appropriated for Construction, 
Major Projects, for fiscal year 2016 for a cat-
egory of activity not specific to a project; 

(5) funds appropriated for Construction, 
Major Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal 
year 2016 for a category of activity not spe-
cific to a project; and 

(6) funds appropriated for Construction, 
Major Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal 
year 2016 for a category of activity not spe-
cific to a project. 

SA 2784. Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for her-
self and Mr. DAINES) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 247. CLARIFICATION OF PRESUMPTIONS OF 

EXPOSURE FOR VETERANS WHO 
SERVED IN VICINITY OF REPUBLIC 
OF VIETNAM. 

(a) COMPENSATION.—Subsections (a)(1) and 
(f) of section 1116 of title 38, United States 
Code, are amended by inserting ‘‘(including 
the territorial seas of such Republic)’’ after 
‘‘served in the Republic of Vietnam’’ each 
place it appears. 

(b) HEALTH CARE.—Section 1710(e)(4) of 
such title is amended by inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing the territorial seas of such Republic)’’ 
after ‘‘served on active duty in the Republic 
of Vietnam’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect as of September 25, 1985. 

SA 2785. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself 
and Mr. CASEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 247. None of the amounts appropriated 

or otherwise made available by this title 
may be used— 

(1) to carry out the memorandum of the 
Veterans Benefits Administration known as 
‘‘Fast Letter 13-10’’, issued on May 20, 2013; 
or 

(2) to create or maintain any patient 
record-keeping system other than those cur-
rently approved by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Central Office in Washington, 
District of Columbia. 

SA 2786. Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself 
and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to Congress a report on the re-
cruitment and retention of health care pro-
viders by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

(b) The report required by subsection (a) 
shall include the following: 

(1) An identification of the ratio of vet-
erans to health care providers of the Depart-
ment, disaggregated by State. 

(2) An analysis of the workload of primary 
and specialty care providers of the Depart-
ment, disaggregated by State. 

(3) An assessment of initiatives carried out 
by the Veterans Health Administration to 
recruit and retain health care providers of 
the Department. 

(4) An assessment of the extent to which 
the Veterans Health Administration oversees 
health care providers of the Department. 

(5) Such recommendations for improving 
the recruitment and retention of health care 
providers of the Department as the Comp-
troller General considers appropriate. 
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SA 2787. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted 

an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on the implementa-
tion by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
of section 101 of the Veterans Access, Choice, 
and Accountability Act of 2014 (Public Law 
113–146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note) in rural areas. 

(b) The report required by subsection (a) 
shall include the following: 

(1) An identification of average wait times 
for veterans in rural areas to receive health 
care under such section 101, measured from 
when the veteran first calls the Department 
to schedule an appointment. 

(2) An assessment of utilization rates for 
health care provided under such section 101 
in rural areas. 

(3) An assessment of the accessibility of 
veterans in rural areas to primary and spe-
cialty care at medical centers of the Depart-
ment and from non-Department health care 
providers under such section 101. 

(4) An identification of the number of 
health care providers providing health care 
under such section 101 in each Veterans Inte-
grated Service Network. 

(5) An assessment of the status of any pilot 
programs created by the Department to pro-
vide care under such section 101 in rural 
areas. 

SA 2788. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 247. REPORT ON USE OF SOCIAL SECURITY 

NUMBERS BY DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report on the use of social secu-
rity numbers by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and the plans of the Secretary to dis-
continue the unnecessary use. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A list of documents and records of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs that contain 
social security numbers. 

(2) A list of all government and non-gov-
ernment entities and the numbers of their 
employees that have access to the social se-
curity numbers of veterans that are stored 
by the Department. 

(3) A description of how the Department, 
other governmental entities, and persons use 
social security numbers they obtain from the 
Department, including a description of any 
information sharing arrangements that the 
Secretary may have with the heads of other 
governmental entities. 

(4) The number of data breaches of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs information sys-
tems that involved social security numbers 
that occurred during the five-year period 
ending on the date of the enactment of this 
Act that the Secretary discovered or that 
were reported to the Secretary, a description 
and status of the investigations conducted 
by the Secretary regarding such breaches, 
and a description of the plans of the Sec-
retary to remediate such breaches. 

(5) The plans of the Secretary, including a 
timeline, to discontinue the unnecessary use 
by the Department of social security num-
bers. 

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and 

(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

SA 2789. Mr. CORNYN (for himself 
and Mr. CRUZ) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2029, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port that includes, with respect to the South 
Texas Veterans Health Care System of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A description of the nature and scope of 
any foreseeable increase in wait times for 
medical appointments. 

(2) An assessment of whether a shortage of 
health care providers is the primary cause of 
any such increase in wait times. 

(3) An identification of any other causes of 
any such increase in wait times. 

(4) A description of any action taken by 
the Department to correct any such increase 
in wait times. 

(5) An assessment of any issues relating to 
access to care. 

(6) A plan for how the Secretary will rem-
edy any such increase in wait times, includ-
ing a detailed description of steps to be 
taken and a timeline for completion. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Appropriations and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

SA 2790. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2763 proposed by Mr. 
KIRK (for himself, Mr. TESTER, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI) to the bill H.R. 2029, making 
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 2ll. The Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs shall ensure that all health care pro-

viders of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
are trained to treat and address health issues 
unique to women veterans. 

f 

VETERANS DAY MOMENT OF 
SILENCE ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 1004 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1004) to amend title 36, United 

States Code, to encourage the nationwide ob-
servance of two minutes of silence each Vet-
erans Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1004) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1004 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Day Moment of Silence Act’’. 
SEC. 2. OBSERVANCE OF VETERANS DAY. 

(a) TWO MINUTES OF SILENCE.—Chapter 1 of 
title 36, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section: 

‘‘§ 145. Veterans Day 
‘‘The President shall issue each year a 

proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe two minutes of si-
lence on Veterans Day in honor of the serv-
ice and sacrifice of veterans throughout the 
history of the Nation, beginning at— 

‘‘(1) 3:11 p.m. Atlantic standard time; 
‘‘(2) 2:11 p.m. eastern standard time; 
‘‘(3) 1:11 p.m. central standard time; 
‘‘(4) 12:11 p.m. mountain standard time; 
‘‘(5) 11:11 a.m. Pacific standard time; 
‘‘(6) 10:11 a.m. Alaska standard time; and 
‘‘(7) 9:11 a.m. Hawaii-Aleutian standard 

time.’’. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

sections for chapter 1 of title 36, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new item: 

‘‘145. Veterans Day.’’. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 10, 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, Novem-
ber 10; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; further, that following 
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