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Sundlun, appointed George and a hand-
ful of other stakeholders to a task
force that was given a bold directive:
Reduce the cost of the system without
reducing benefits. As Governor
Sundlun’s legal counsel at the time, I
had the honor of leading the task force,
but I relied greatly on George for his
expertise on the system. Working to-
gether with our colleagues, we were
able to develop a plan that protected
workers, reduced costs, eliminated
pending rate increases, stabilized the
workers’ compensation market, elimi-
nated fraud, and prevented a collapse
of the system.

One of the hallmarks of the reform
was the creation of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Court, which hears and de-
cides all disputes involving an injured
employee and an employer relating to
workers’ compensation benefits. Gov-
ernor Sundlun appointed George to be
among the inaugural class of the
court’s judges after its creation in 1991.
George was then appointed chief judge
by Governor Don Carcieri in 2004.

Now, as George Healy looks back on
his career, I hope he will rule it a suc-
cess. I certainly do. The reforms he
helped lead reduced average claim
costs in Rhode Island from $12,638 in
1991 to just $5,179 in 2007. The reduction
came about not from benefit cuts but
from system reforms, quick court ac-
tion, injury prevention, and getting
people quickly back to work. A 2009 re-
port by the International Workers’
Compensation Foundation put it this
way: ‘“When both claim frequency and
severity are considered (taking into ac-
count all employees, whether or not in-
jured) . . . Rhode Island stands out as
the state with the lowest average med-
ical cost per employee per year in the
entire country.” Because of George’s
work, Rhode Island is now a model sys-
tem for the rest of the country.

In short, thanks in large part to
George’s hard work and his years of
service on the bench, Rhode Island
workers can rest assured that, if they
get hurt on the job, their State’s insur-
ance program will be there for them.
That is a proud and meaningful legacy
to leave behind. In addition to all of
George’s accomplishments on the
bench, I will always remember him for
his humility, gentle demeanor, and re-
spect toward those who appeared before
him. I will also be grateful for his
friendship through the years, and I
hope George enjoys many peaceful
years of retirement, knowing that his
efforts have improved the lives of
countless others. I wish him the best as
he enjoys much deserved family time
with his lovely wife Ruth, his son Tim
and his wife Jewel, his son Paul and his
wife Meghan, and George’s three grand-
children, Quinn, Jack, and Charlotte.
Godspeed, my friend.e®

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:52 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
amendment of the Senate to the title
of the bill (H.R. 22) to authorize funds
for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs,
and for other purposes, further, that
the House insists upon its amendment
to the amendment of the Senate to the
text of the bill, asks a conference with
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses thereon, and appoints
the following Members as managers of
the conference on the part of the
House:

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of the House amendment and the
Senate amendment, and modifications
committed to conference: Messrs. SHU-
STER, DUNCAN of Tennessee, GRAVES of
Missouri, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan,
Messrs. CRAWFORD, BARLETTA,
FARENTHOLD, GIBBS, DENHAM, RIBBLE,
PERRY, WOODALL, KATKO, BABIN,
HARDY, GRAVES of Louisiana, DEFAZIO,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. NADLER, Ms. BROWN of
Florida, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of

Texas, Messrs. CUMMINGS, LARSEN of
Washington, CAPUANO, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Messrs. LIPINSKI, COHEN, and
SIRES.
—
EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3480. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Acetamiprid; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 9936-12) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on November 4,
2015; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-3481. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community
Eligibility”” ((44 CFR Part 64) (Docket No.
FEMA-2015-0001)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on November 4,
2015; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-3482. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Ef-
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ficiency Standards for New Federal Commer-
cial and Multi-Family High-Rise Residential
Buildings’ Baseline Standards Update”
((RIN1904-AD39) (Docket No. EERE-2014-BT-
STD-0047)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on November 6, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-3483. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting proposed leg-
islation; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

EC-3484. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; State of Missouri; Control
of Petroleum Liquid Storage, Loading and
Transfer’” (FRL No. 9936-72-Region 7) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 4, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-3485. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; North Carolina Infrastruc-
ture Requirements for the 2008 8-hour Ozone
National Ambient Air Quality Standards”
(FRL No. 9936-60-Region 4) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 4, 2015; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3486. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; Louisiana; Major Source
Permitting State Implementation Plan”
(FRL No. 9936-45-Region 6) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 4, 2015; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3487. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘““Air Plan Approval; Ohio; Revised
Format for Materials Being Incorporated by
Reference’” (FRL No. 9933-71-Region 5) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 4, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-3488. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Ohio; Test Meth-
ods; Error Correction” (FRL No. 9936-54-Re-
gion 5) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on November 4, 2015; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-3489. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; TN; Knox County
Emissions Statements’ (FRL No. 9936-57-Re-
gion 4) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on November 4, 2015; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-3490. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; TN; Reasonably
Available Control Measures and Redesigna-
tion for the TN Portion of the Chattanooga
1997 Annual PM2.5 Nonattainment Area’
(FRL No. 9936-55-Region 4) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 4, 2015; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.
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EC-3491. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval of California Air Plan Revi-
sions, Place County Air Pollution Control
District” (FRL No. 9935-65-Region 9) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on November 4, 2015; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-3492. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a notification of the Presi-
dent’s intent to enter into a free trade agree-
ment, known as the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP) Agreement; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-3493. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the notification of the Presi-
dent’s intent to suspend the application of
duty-free treatment to all African Growth
and Opportunity-eligible goods in the agri-
cultural sector for the Republic of South Af-
rica; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3494. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘General Allocation
and Accounting Regulations Under Section
141; Remedial Actions for Tax-Exempt
Bonds” ((RIN1545-BB23; RIN1545-BC07; and
RIN1545-BH48) (TD 9741)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 6, 2015;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3495. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Preparer Tax Iden-
tification Number (PTIN) User Fee Update”
((RIN1545-BN03) (TD 9742)) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on November 6,
2015; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3496. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Unpaid Losses Dis-
count Factors and Payment Patterns for
2015 (Rev. Proc. 2015-52) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 6, 2015;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3497. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Salvage Discount
Factors and Payment Patterns for 2015
(Rev. Proc. 2015-54) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on November 6, 2015; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-3498. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-171, ‘“‘Fiscal Year 2015 and Fis-
cal Year 2016 Revised Budget Request Ad-
justment Temporary Act of 2015°; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-3499. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-172, ‘“Higher Education Licen-
sure Commission Temporary Act of 2015’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3500. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-173, ‘“‘Sexual Assault Victim
Rights Task Force Report Extension Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2015’°; to the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-3501. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-174, “Rent Control Hardship
Petition Limitation Temporary Amendment
Act of 2015”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-3502. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-175, “ABLE Program Trust
Establishment Temporary Act of 2015; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3503. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-192, ““Closing of a Public Alley
in Square 369, S.0. 13-07989, Act of 2015”’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3504. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-193, ‘‘Testing Integrity
Amendment Act of 2015’°; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3505. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-194, ‘‘Closing of a Public Alley
in Square 197, S.O., 15-23895, Act of 2015’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3506. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 21-195, ‘“‘James Bunn Way Des-
ignation Act of 2015’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3507. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revitaliza-
tion of the AM Radio Service” ((FCC 15-142)
(MB Docket No. 13-249)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 4, 2015; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3508. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Expanding
the Economic and Innovation Opportunities
of Spectrum Through Incentive Auctions;
Channel Sharing by Full Power and Class A
Stations Outside the Broadcast Television
Spectrum Incentive Auction Context” ((FCC
15-139) (GN Docket No. 12-268 and MB Docket
No. 15-137)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on November 4, 2015;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-3509. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘“T'wo Dec-
ades of Change in Transportation: Reflec-
tions from Transportation Statistics Annual
Reports, 1994-2014’; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation:

Report to accompany S. 1334, a bill to
strengthen enforcement mechanisms to stop
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing,
to amend the Tuna Conventions Act of 1950
to implement the Antigua Convention, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 114-166).
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By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment and
with a preamble:

S. Res. 302. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate in support of Israel and
in condemnation of Palestinian terror at-
tacks.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr.
NELSON):

S. 2262. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to cover screening com-
puted tomography colonography as a
colorectal cancer screening test under the
Medicare program; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. 2263. A bill to encourage effective, vol-
untary private sector investments to recruit,
employ, and retain men and women who
have served in the United States military
with annual Federal awards to private sector
employers recognizing such investments, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BENNET:

S. 2264. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to strengthen the child tax
credit; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. UDALL (for himself and Mr.
MORAN):

S. 2265. A bill to improve the provision of
health care by the Department of Veterans
Affairs to veterans in rural and highly rural
areas, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. NELSON, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BROWN):

S. 2266. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to reform and reduce
fraud and abuse in certain visa programs for
aliens working temporarily in the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr.
CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. KAINE, and Mr.
FRANKEN):

S. 2267. A Dbill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve the financial
aid process for homeless children and youths
and foster care children and youth; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. 2268. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the United States Army Dust
Off crews of the Vietnam War, collectively,
in recognition of their extraordinary her-
oism and life-saving actions in Vietnam; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. 2269. A bill to establish the Government
Transformation Board to make certain rec-
ommendations to improve the economy of
the United States and the efficiency and ef-
fectiveness of Federal programs; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr.
COONS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms.

WARREN, and Mr. DURBIN):
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