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his “leadership, loyalty, and dedication of the
highest caliber in association with his respon-
sibilities as Head Custodian He supports and
collaborates with custodial staff in the Main
Building while consistently maintaining an im-
maculate environment where our children can
learn.”

A Yonkers resident himself, Eric resides
with his wife, Lisa, and daughters Kamesha
and Aaliyah in the district. He is one of six
children born to Mildred and Claude Lee Sr.
and has been a resident of Yonkers since
1967. He attended PS 8, graduated from Roo-
sevelt High School, and has been employed
the Board of Education as a custodian since
1992. Eric is Yonkers through and through,
and he epitomizes the hard work and dedica-
tion the community is known for.

On November 17th Eric is being honored
with the 2015 Civil Service Employee of the
Year Award, hosted by the Exchange Club of
Yonkers and the Yonkers Public School sys-
tem. It is my pleasure to congratulate Eric on
this wonderful honor, and thank him for his
years of service to the community.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,653,507,360,573.44. We've
added $8,062,630,311,660.36 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-

ment.
——
HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF THE LATE NAUSEAD

LYVELLE STEWART, ESQ.
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the life and legacy of

an extraordinary public servant, the late
Nausead Lyvelle Stewart.
Nausead was born August 15, 1931 in

Starkville, Mississippi to Tommy James Stew-
art and Rosa Rogers Stewart. Upon gradua-
tion from Oktibbeha County Training High
School, she chose to attend Tougaloo College
where she graduated with honors in History
and Home Economics. Afterwards, she taught
high school history for thirteen years in West
Point, Mississippi, while acquiring her M.A. de-
gree from Atlanta University.

Nausead entered the University of Mis-
sissippi School Of Law in 1967 and graduated
with honors in May, 1970, where she was the
first African American law student to serve on
the law journal. In law school, she roomed
with Constance Slaughter Harvey, who fin-
ished the law school a semester earlier, as the
first African American female graduate.
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Nausead contributed immensely to the legal
profession and the pursuit of equal justice for
all.

Upon graduation, she, along with her class-
mate Geraldine Harrington Carnes, was hired
by the Lawyers Constitutional Defense Com-
mittee (LCDC) to assist the then director, Ar-
mand Derfner and Jim Lewis with civil rights
litigation.

A vyear later, when LCDC closed its Mis-
sissippi Office, Nausead was hired to work
across the street at Anderson, Banks, Nichols
and Leventhal to assist with the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund (LDF) civil rights litigation. That
work consisted primarily of dealing with the
post desegregation discriminatory practices in
teacher and administrator hiring and retention.
Nausead played a primary role in assuring,
through litigating several cases, that the “Uni-
form Singleton Decree” which provided for the
utilization of objective non-racial standards in
determining which education professionals
would be retained should desegregation result
in a loss of positions due to duplication. It also
provided a first right of refusal for subsequent
new openings to any professionals who were
not rehired because of such duplication. Addi-
tionally, Nausead worked on other successful
employment class actions against large em-
ployers in our state. A case law query will re-
veal some of the great work that she did dur-
ing this era and continuing in to the 1980s.

In 1975, Nausead became a partner and the
firm name was changed to Anderson, Banks,
Nichols and Stewart.

Three years later, Nausead left the firm to
assume the position as head of the Jackson
Office for the Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, thus completing the circle
of having been a lawyer for the three foremost
civil rights legal offices in the 1960s and 70s,
the Lawyers Committee, NAACP LDF, and
LCDC.

In the 1980s, the Lawyers Committee
closed its Jackson Office, whereupon,
Nausead joined the Walker and Walker firm in
Jackson, headed by John L. Walker and Wil-
liam Walker, Jr. While working there, Nausead
handled the firm’s appellate work and motion
practice and was a mentor for James E.
Graves, Jr. and Regina Quinn who also
worked there during her tenure. In 1982,
Nausead offered her services to the citizens of
Hinds County for the County Court Judge po-
sition thus becoming the first African American
female judicial candidate.

After practicing law with the Walker and
Walker firm for several years, Nausead as-
sumed a position with Minact Inc. where she
engaged in grant writing and compliance until
her retirement.

On July 18, 2000 and during her retirement,
Nausead served as a Jackson Civil Service
Commissioner after having been appointed by
Jackson Mayor Harvey Johnson and served
until May 2, 2006.

Nausead took great pride in community
services on numerous boards of community
organizations and received awards for her
work with those organizations. She was a
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
which she joined while at Tougaloo College.

Nausead was preceded in death by her
aforementioned parents. She is survived by
her sister, Doris Anderson; brother, and Thom-
as J. Stewart, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, on November 10, 2015, we
lost a treasure in Nausead. | ask that my col-
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leagues join me in recognizing a diligent advo-
cate, a conscientious worker, and a selfless
servant leader whose life was dedicated to the
cause of humanity, Nausead Lyvelle Stewart.

—————

HONORING PETER DIPAOLA

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a dear friend and a true community
leader, Pelham Town Supervisor Peter
DiPaola, who has served his community in
elected office with distinction for close to 25
years.

A resident of Pelham Manor since 1952,
Peter has always had a love affair with
Pelham Manor and its residents. He attended
Siwanoy Elementary School while his future
wife attended Prospect Hill, beginning a family
legacy in the Pelham Elementary School sys-
tem that has lasted three generations.

In 1991, Peter began his life of public serv-
ice as a member of the Pelham Manor Plan-
ning Board, and never looked back. To call
Peter’s career in elected office diverse or ex-
tensive would be an understatement. He
served as Pelham Manor Trustee, with over-
sight for administration, planning, and finance;
Fire Commissioner; Police Commissioner;
Commissioner of Public Works; was elected
Mayor of the Village of Pelham Manor in 2001;
Town Councilman in 2004; and finally Pelham
Town Supervisor in 2012, the role in which he
currently still serves.

As Town Supervisor, Peter has worked dili-
gently to maintain the beauty and charm that
has defined Pelham for decades. In spite of
state mandated tax caps, he has overseen a
redesign and improvement of the Town Court,
a renovation of Gazebo Park, an expansion of
the offerings by the Pelham Recreation De-
partment, as well as an improvement of town
services and programs, all while staying under
the 2 percent tax cap. He has also worked
hard to obtain vital funding through local,
state, and federal grants, some of which my
office has helped procure, for initiatives rang-
ing from Superstorm Sandy repairs to im-
provements to Trotta Park. Peter's ability to
deliver the services Pelham’s residents have
come to expect from their local government,
while exhibiting strict fiscal responsibility, has
been masterful, and as Pelham’s Congress-
man | have always counted myself fortunate to
have such a wonderful partner in government.

Peter and | may not come from the same
side of the aisle, but we have always had a
great relationship, built on a foundation of mu-
tual respect, while working together in the spir-
it of bipartisanship. As the American Legion
Pelham Post 50 honors Peter at their annual
Veterans Week Dinner Dance, | want to take
a moment to honor him as well, and thank his
wife, children, and grandchildren for sharing
him with the entire community. There is no
more fitting honoree than Peter, and he is
most deserving of this recognition.
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HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
BRITNEE FERGINS TO HER FAM-
ILY

HON. JOHN FLEMING

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the story of Britnee Fergins of Shreveport,
Louisiana. Care of family is a powerful expres-
sion of our humanity, and Britnee has pro-
vided us a touching example through the care
of her father and her son. She stepped up to
answer the noble calling to serve as the care-
taker for her father, Percy Sr., who is a ninety
year old World War Il veteran. Caring for a
family member can be a very rewarding expe-
rience, but it can also be a very challenging
one. This challenge is only magnified when a
loved one is diagnosed with Alzheimers, a
devastating disease which strips individuals of
their memory and lives, all while placing an
exhausting amount of stress on their care-
takers. Nevertheless Britnee has persevered
in her love and care for her father, and has
faithfully devoted her time and resources.
However she is more than her father's care-
giver, as she also is a dedicated mom to her
spirited two year old son. Britnee is a hero
both to her father and her son, an example of
courage, and a role model of selfless dedica-
tion. Thank you, Britnee, for all that you have
done and sacrificed on behalf of your family.
| am proud to recognize your service during
the National Caregiver Month, and | salute the
thousands who do the same thing unheralded.

———

IN HONOR OF THE LATE BRIGA-
DIER GENERAL JAMES ABRA-
HAM

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the late Brigadier General James M.
Abraham who entered eternal life on Novem-
ber 8, 2015.

General Abraham’s many achievements are
a testament to patriotism and service above
self. In his nearly ninety-three years on Earth,
“General Jim” was a voice for change and a
force for good in his local community, as a
state leader, and in his national service.

James Abraham first answered the call to
national service when he enlisted in the United
States Army, proudly serving in the 3rd Army
under General George S. Patton. Continuing
his service over the next four decades in both
the regular Army and the Army National
Guard, General Abraham’s career culminated
with his posting as the Assistant Adjutant Gen-
eral for the State of the Ohio Army National
Guard. Many times over he was recognized
for his leadership skills and professionalism,
receiving the Legion of Merit, four bronze
stars, three Army Commendation Medals, the
Normandy Medal, the French diploma of ap-
preciation, and induction into the Ohio Vet-
erans Hall of Fame.

Yet General Abraham’s contributions out of
uniform are of similar distinction and remain
worthy of recognition. Jim lived his life as an
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innovator, facilitating new ways to do business
in local government, holding numerous pat-
ents, and publishing three books. His keen in-
tellect and thoughtful leadership style also
served the citizens of Gahanna, Ohio when he
took the reins as service safety director. To
recognize his many years in local governance,
the residents of Gahanna named their city hall
in his honor as a fitting testament to his tire-
less efforts on their behalf.

A proud alumnus of Ohio University, Gen-
eral Abraham dedicated much of his time to
supporting the Bobcat family. He is credited
with successfully preventing the deactivation
of the Ohio University ROTC program which
continues to shape the future of our military.
He also created new methods of instruction
which have been applied to other universities
across the nation. For his unwavering commit-
ment to the university, its students, and higher
education he was awarded an honorary doc-
torate in 2015. This capstone recognition
served as his final public salute for his innu-
merable accomplishments and a life well lived.

| am proud to have known General Abra-
ham as both a friend and colleague. Over the
years, he advised countless public officials on
veterans’ issues, engineering ventures, and
leadership in difficult times. He served as the
chairman of my Service Academy Nomination
Board as well as that of former Congressman
John R. Kasich, helping select the best and
brightest to carry our armed forces into the fu-
ture. Lastly, his calm and steady demeanor
has provided me immeasurable resolve in dif-
ficult times.

| am deeply saddened by the loss of my
friend, the General. Though my words today
fall short of the recognition he rightfully de-
serves, | believe his reputation and legacy
across Central Ohio will remain examples for
Ohioans, and carry on as a testimony to his
exceptionalism. His spirit is best captured in
one of his many inspirational exhortations that
in our lives “Each plateau that is reached
should only be the launching point for the next
achievement.” Our most fitting tribute is to live
our lives accordingly, and continue to reach
for higher goals.

On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th
Congressional District, | say farewell to Gen-
eral James M. Abraham, one of our finest
neighbors. | am honored to pay tribute to him
today.

HONORING ANGELO MARTINELLI
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a leader in the Yonkers community,
Angelo R. Martinelli, who for 20 years has led
the Yonkers Chamber of Commerce as Chair-
man with great distinction and integrity.

Originally born in the Bronx in 1927, Angelo
grew up in Mount Vernon, attending A.B.
Davis High School. Following his graduation in
1945, he enlisted in the United States Army
where he served until 1946 as a Sergeant.

After leaving the Army, Angelo returned
home to work in his family’s business, The
Yonkers Daily Times, while swiftly moving to
buy the Gazette Press in 1948. This shift, as
well as meeting the love of his life, Carol
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Madatto, led to the purchase of their first
home in Yonkers in 1960, where Angelo still
currently lives.

In 1974, Angelo ran and was elected Mayor
of the City of Yonkers, serving from 1974—
1979 and again from 1982-1987. He has
earned a reputation as an effective and force-
ful advocate of municipal government inter-
ests, like seniors, anti-crime programs, and
the reactivation of the Yonkers Police Athletic
League. In 1983, with the closing of the PAL
seeming imminent, Mayor Martinelli helped
form a new Board of Directors, and today the
PAL is a vibrant organization, with Angelo
continuing to serve as its President since
1991. Angelo was the owner and Chairman of
the Board of Gazette Press, Inc., and is cur-
rently Chairman of the Board for Today Media,
Inc. From 1990 until May, 2012 he served as
a director of Hudson Valley Bank.

In January 1984, Mercy College conferred
upon him an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters. In January 1995 he became Chairman
of the Yonkers Chamber of Commerce, a po-
sition he still holds. In August 2015, HBO
aired the miniseries, “Show Me a Hero,” with
Angelo, who was delighted to be portrayed by
actor Jim Belushi.

But Angelo’s passion was always his family.
He and Carol, to whom he was married to and
loved for 65 years, have six sons, Michael,
Paul, Robert, Richard, Thomas and Ralph,
and five daughters-in-laws, 12 grandchildren,
and five great grandchildren. Angelo is an ac-
tive parishioner of St. Eugene’s Church, Yon-
kers.

This year, the Yonkers Chamber of Com-
merce is honoring Angelo at the 122nd Annual
Business Hall of Fame Dinner, commemo-
rating his 20 years of service as Chairman of
the Board. | want to thank him for his incred-
ible leadership and for helping to make Yon-
kers the great city it is today.

RICHARD LANDY

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the service of Richard Landy.

On December 8, 1942, at the age of 18,
Richard Landy stepped forward to serve his
country during World War Il. He was assigned
to serve in one of the most dangerous units in
the armed forces, the newly established Naval
Armed Guard. This assignment placed men in
constant danger and threat of attack while
guarding the often ill equipped merchant and
naval support ships. Armed only with machine
and deck guns, these men were tasked to pro-
tect these ships, the lifeline of the war effort,
from enemy submarines, surface raiders and
aircraft.

During his time in service, Richard sailed on
Landing Ship-Tank Class Landing Ships, such
as the Francis Drake and Duquesne. His serv-
ice began in the Mediterranean theatre during
the Normandy Invasion, crossing the English
Channel as his LST deployed American troops
on Utah and Omaha Beaches as well as Free
French Forces on Sword Beach. A signalman
2nd class, Richard served in three theaters of
operation; the Mediterranean, the Pacific and
Europe, receiving the Bronze Star Medal for
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