November 17, 2015

within their borders. Protect those who
work furiously to meet the needs of
those most impacted by these events,
and bless those who mourn the loss of
loved ones.
And finally, as all such serious matters press upon us, engender in us
thankful hearts for the blessings we
have enjoyed and which we possess
today.
May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.
Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has examined the Journal of the last day’s proceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Journal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER. Will the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.
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STOP THE FLOW OF SYRIAN
REFUGEES
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, President Obama needs to
stop immediately any flow of Syrian
refugees into America. Top law enforcement officials have made it clear:
We don’t know who these people are,
and we don’t have the capability to vet
them. With last Friday’s ISIS attacks
in Paris that did include a Syrian refugee, this halt is imperative.
We cannot allow terrorism to slip
through the cracks. That is why I am a
cosponsor of H.R. 3314, a bill to stop the
admission of refugees into the United
States. We must do all we can to protect our homeland. Stopping these people from coming here is the right and
commonsense thing to do.
Mr. Speaker, the President has a
duty to protect America. If he doesn’t
stop risking our security, then we in
Congress must make him stop.
f

CONDOLENCES TO FRANCE
(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise this morning to express my condolences and support to our allies in
France after last week’s attacks on civilians in Paris, an act that is undeniably the work of cowards.
Our hearts go out to the victims and
their families, but there is comfort in
the knowledge that France will rebound, and we will continue to stand
by their side. They are resilient. No act
of terror can shake the resolve of the
French people to live free, and nothing
and no one will intimidate France from
living prosperously.
I want the people of France to know
the American people and this Congress
stand in solidarity with you. I say this
in full faith and confidence to the cowards who plot against innocent civilians and the principles of freedom. No
act of terror will usurp the principles
of liberty, equality, and brotherhood.
In addition to France, innocent lives
were lost in Beirut and Nigeria. We
have terrorist violence and killing all
over the world. As a member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee and a proud
American, I strongly believe we need to
strengthen the international coalition
in order to create a united front to
combat terrorist forces that serve to
undermine peace and democracy.
f

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM
STRIKES PARIS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I join with my colleague from
Illinois. This is certainly a bipartisan
issue.
On Friday, the world watched in horror as Paris endured multiple murderous attacks by Islamist radicals. My
thoughts and prayers go out to the citizens of France, the oldest ally of the
American people.
I know it is certain that the French
values of liberty, equality, and fraternity will never weaken in the face of
terror. President Francois Hollande
yesterday reminded the world that
France is a country of freedom.
In the last month of the global war
on terrorism, Daesh, or ISIL, has murdered 244 on a Russian jetliner, 41 have
been murdered in Beirut, Lebanon, and
now 129 were murdered across Paris,
with a direct threat to attack Washington and Rome. The President should
change course to eliminate safe havens
for Islamist radicals.
Terrorists are trying to break our
will with acts of cruel cowardice, but
they are mistaken. We will fight together to protect our values and to protect American families.
As co-chair of the French Caucus,
and of French heritage, I especially appreciate our friendship with the citizens of France.
In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
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global war on terrorism. France is the
latest direct target in the global war
on terrorism.
f

RECOGNIZING RON BROWN
(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to recognize Ron Brown
of Walnut Creek, California. After 15
years of service to Save Mount Diablo
and over 40 years in the nonprofit sector, Ron has announced his retirement
at the end of 2015.
Under his leadership, Save Mount
Diablo grew from a modest staff of 3 to
its current staff of 18 people. It has participated in land use advocacy, land
purchase for inclusion in parks, and relationship building with local government and developers, all with the objective of preserving the ecosystem
that supports the Mount Diablo region.
This has resulted in $25 million raised
to preserve thousands of acres of land.
Ron now looks forward to dedicating
his time to enjoying the land he has
worked so hard to protect. He will soon
spend many days fishing and camping
with his grandchildren.
Community members from across the
East Bay will be gathering this week to
recognize Ron and celebrate the contributions he has made.
Congratulations, Ron, on a remarkable and impactful career that has
positively changed the landscape of the
East Bay.
f

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK
(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
94th annual American Education Week
and give thanks to the teachers and
staff who dedicate themselves to the
success and advancement of our children.
Mr. Speaker, as the son and brother
of a public schoolteacher, I am proud
to cosponsor H. Res. 527, which supports the goals and ideals of American
Education Week.
For our public schoolteachers, what
they do each and every day is more
than just a job. It is a dedication to improve the lives and nourish the minds
of their students and to strengthen the
communities in which they live and
work.
American Education Week is just one
small way we can recognize the service
of our public schoolteachers. Teachers
are a part of the building blocks of a
healthy republic.
To our schoolteachers and staff, I
rise today to say thank you for all you
do day in and day out.
f

HONORING NOHEMI GONZALEZ
(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California asked and was given permission
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