
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8402 November 19, 2015 
that desperate refugees who happen to 
come from camps in Jordan and Leb-
anon—and who happen to be Syrian— 
go through. It is more than 21. In fact, 
the last one says: Prior to entry to the 
United States, applicants are subject 
to screening again from the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol. Applicants un-
dergo, in No. 20, a second interagency 
security check. That is after 19 other 
security checks. 

I want to thank Lutheran Services, 
Catholic Charities, and Interfaith Min-
istries for recognizing the importance 
of the face of America to be a refuge 
for those who are worn and desperate. 

I want to join my colleagues to say 
that we all have a responsibility for na-
tional security. I hope the Senate will 
engage in vigorous debate, that the 
President will announce to the world 
that we are fighting ISIS. We are join-
ing allies and taking it to the fight, 
but we must do other things besides de-
nying and stopping innocent refugees 
from coming in, a small, small number: 
Secure our airports; ensure that the 
back side of the airport is secure; make 
sure that no foreign fighter is able to 
come into the United States, and I 
have introduced legislation for this. We 
are not for not protecting. We are for 
protecting, but we must do it in a way 
that America has been able to stand up 
and be respectful or recognizing, of 
course, all of those who come and 
struggle. 

Mr. Speaker, Happy Thanksgiving. I 
know we are a great country, and I 
know they know that we are. 
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RECOGNIZING UKRAINE 

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to welcome to Washington the deputy 
chief of staff to President Poroshenko 
of the Ukraine, General Andriy 
Taranov, who has joined us today in 
this hall in our gallery, and is accom-
panied by the Ukrainian Ambassador 
to the United States, Valeriy Chaly. 

Ambassador Chaly was with me in 
Los Angeles last weekend where he was 
there for the commemoration in re-
membrance of the catastrophic 
Holodomor disaster and atrocity of 
1932–1933, in which Stalin killed mil-
lions of Ukrainians. But Stalin failed 
in his ultimate goal. An independent 
Ukraine today stands in resistance to 
aggregation from Moscow. 

I would also like to recognize in our 
gallery, a Ukrainian-American inno-
vator, Igor Pasternak. His company, 
Aeros, is the first American firm to 
provide the Ukrainian Government 
with the military equipment necessary 
to defend its sovereignty. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
and the administration to redouble 
their efforts to help Ukraine protect its 
sovereignty by providing Ukraine with 
the necessary assistance to protect her 
freedom. 

The United States stands with the 
people and government of Ukraine as 
they resist aggression once again now 
in the 21st century. 

If you free Ukraine and it maintains 
its territorial integrity, it is in Amer-
ica’s interest. It is, therefore, impera-
tive that Ukraine has a strong and se-
cure border. 

That is why I am pleased to be joined 
by our guests here today and look for-
ward to working with the Ukrainian 
Government to preserve Ukrainian 
freedom and am proud that it is a com-
pany from Los Angeles that is the first 
and, unfortunately, as of yet, the only 
company to provide the Ukrainian 
Government with the military equip-
ment it needs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WESTERMAN). The Chair will remind 
Members that the rules do not allow 
references to occupants of the gallery. 
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PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I send to the desk a privileged 
concurrent resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 95 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Thursday, 
November 19, 2015, through Wednesday, No-
vember 25, 2015, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned 
until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, November 30, 2015, 
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant 
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first; and that when the 
Senate recesses or adjourns on any day from 
Thursday, November 19, 2015, through Tues-
day, November 24, 2015, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday, 
November 30, 2015, or such other time on that 
day as may be specified by its Majority 
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 3 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House, shall notify the Members of the 
House to reassemble at such place and time 
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the 
public interest shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

SEC. 3. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after concurrence with 
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time as he may des-
ignate if, in his opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 

by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today on a 
motion offered pursuant to this order, 
it adjourn to meet at 5 p.m. on Friday, 
November 20, 2015, unless it sooner has 
received a message from the Senate 
transmitting its concurrence in House 
Concurrent Resolution 95, in which 
case the House shall stand adjourned 
pursuant to that concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. GRAVES) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

LOUISIANA NATIONAL GUARD 
Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 

Speaker, 3 years ago, the Louisiana Air 
National Guard began to turn around. 
After coming in 38th in the Nation at 
the end of September 2012 with a 98.4 
percent strength, in 2013, the Louisiana 
Air National Guard moved up to 20th, 
and, last year, it ranked 15th. 

The Louisiana Army National 
Guard’s fiscal year 2015 end strength 
goal of 9,554 soldiers was surpassed 
with a total of 9,650 soldiers, or 101.2 
percent. The Air National Guard sur-
passed its 2015 end strength goal of 
1,390 airmen with 1,496 airmen, or 107 
percent of its goal. 

Strong numbers directly relate to 
our ability to respond to our State and 
Nation. Great leadership under Major 
General Glenn Curtis has put a priority 
on personal readiness. Mr. Speaker, I 
will tell you that I have worked very 
closely with General Curtis over the 
years, and he is an incredible man who 
has garnered incredible respect from 
the men and women of the Louisiana 
National Guard. 

Here are a few other statistics for 
your information: 

The National Guard end strength at 
9,652 is 101 percent, or fourth, in the 
Nation. The Air National Guard end 
strength is 1,496, which is 108 percent, 
or fifth, in the Nation. The Army Na-
tional Guard retention rate is 80 per-
cent, which constitutes first in the Na-
tion. The Air National Guard retention 
rate is 82 percent, which puts them in 
the top 10. The medical readiness rate 
is 89 percent. The 256th IBCT ranked 
number 1 of 28 IBCTs. The Army Com-
munity of Excellence program placed 
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