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France, and in Beirut and other na-
tions, which was led by the ISIS terror-
ists. We will reflect on those poor vic-
tims who died as a result of their ter-
rorist acts. And we will also reflect on
acts of heroism and wisdom that
emerged from this terrible tragedy,
heroism on the ground in Paris and
other places by those who defied these
terrorists and those who risked their
lives to bring those responsible to jus-
tice, and the wisdom and compassion
shown by leaders around the world not
to exploit this situation.

When President Hollande of France
announced that his country would re-
ceive 35,000 refugees after this attack,
he made it clear that he would not hold
those innocent, helpless refugees ac-
countable for the terrible misdeeds of
these terrorists. When the nation of
Canada said they would accept thou-
sands of refugees, even after the Paris
attack, they showed the wisdom and
good sense to differentiate those help-
less victims of terrorism around the
world who are seeking refuge on our
shores from those who perpetrated
these terrorist acts. Then listen to the
debate on Capitol Hill. Listen to the
unanimous consent requests made this
morning by the junior Senator from
Texas. It is not consistent with that
ethic. It is not consistent with those
values.

To say we will accept only refugees
who are the victims of genocide would
close the doors to Cuban refugees who
came to the United States, trying to
escape all of communism and what it
meant to their families. It would have
closed the doors to Soviet Jews per-
secuted in that country who were look-
ing for freedom and came to the United
States as refugees. I can list countless
others who were not the victims of
genocide, but they were the victims of
persecution, they were from war-torn
countries, and they were the victims,
as Senator LEAHY has said, of gang
rape and terrorism.

Listen to what has been said on the
other side of the Rotunda and in this
Chamber today. It does not merit the
kind of appreciation of American val-
ues that we insist on when we make
these critical decisions. In time of war,
in time of attack, sometimes rash deci-
sions are made. I predict that in the
course of history, as people in the fu-
ture reflect on what happened in the
Senate and the House of Representa-
tives this week, they will hope that
saner voices will prevail.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

The Senator from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator from Vermont spoke against over-
heated rhetoric and in the very next
breath accused me of being anti-Amer-
ican, echoing the attack President
Obama gave standing on the soil of
Turkey. Let me say that speaking the
truth is not terrorism.

My Democratic friends invoked their
Irish and Italian grandparents. Well,
when my Irish and Italian grand-
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parents came to this country, they did
not pose a terrorist threat because
they were not seeking to murder inno-
cent citizens. When my Cuban father
came as a refugee, he was not a ter-
rorist threat seeking to murder inno-
cent citizens. This is an example of the
Democratic Party’s refusal to acknowl-
edge the qualitative difference. Per-
haps if they cannot see it, they can
hear it, because in 2009 the Obama ad-
ministration released Abu al-Baghdadi,
the leader of ISIS. As he was being re-
leased, Abu al-Baghdadi turned to
Army COL Kenneth King and said: See
you in New York.

ISIS intends to murder Americans,
and if the Democratic Party cannot
distinguish between ISIS terrorists and
Irish and Italian and Jewish and Cuban
immigrants, then they are ignoring re-
ality.

I would note that the Expatriate Ter-
rorist Act is very, very similar to legis-
lation that was introduced in 2010 by
Democratic Senator Joe Lieberman
and Senator Scott Brown, both of
whom apparently, under the view of
the Senator from Vermont, are un-
American as well. I would note that at
the time, then-Senator Hillary Clinton
said about legislation virtually iden-
tical to my legislation:

United States citizenship is a privilege. It
is not a right. People who are serving foreign
powers—or in this case foreign terrorists—
are clearly in violation of the oath which
they swore when they became citizens.

Yet President Obama and the Sen-
ator from Vermont apparently now
consider Hillary Clinton’s statement to
be un-American. It is the essence of
being American to say the Commander
in Chief should protect the safety and
security of this country.

I would note that the assistant
Democratic leader invoked President
Hollande in France. President Hollande
said he would support stripping French
citizenship. We should protect our-
selves every bit as much as the other
nations on Earth.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). The Senator’s time has ex-
pired.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

The

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the Senate will re-
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sume consideration of H.R. 2577, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2577) making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Collins/Reed amendment No. 2812, in the
nature of a substitute.

Collins/Reed amendment No. 2813 (to
amendment No. 2812), to make a technical
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TERRORIST ATTACKS AGAINST FRANCE AND

SYRIAN REFUGEES

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
wish to speak about Friday night for a
few moments. In Connecticut, on Fri-
day night the world really did stop.
Thousands of people in my State
watched their television set or their
smartphone as images like this one
poured in from the blood-soaked
streets of Paris: horrific reports, scores
dead, more badly wounded. Deep down,
in Connecticut, we ached deeply for
Paris’s loss. Maybe it is because for
those of us who hail from the former
colonies, we feel a special sense of
brotherhood with the French. In my
boyhood town of Wethersfield, CT, I
grew up a stone’s throw from the tav-
ern where Washington and Rocham-
beau met to plan their campaign
against the British. We pain for France
because of 250 years of friendship and
also because we know, unfortunately,
exactly what they are going through.
That ominous sense of familiarity and
that perverse bond among nations that
have been visited by mass terrorist at-
tack are part of the reason why we
ached so acutely on Friday night, over
the weekend, and into this week.

But also, these pictures cause us pain
because we fear this isn’t the end of the
mass slaughter. We grieve because the
massive scale of this particular attack,
on a nation that already had its an-
tenna tuned for a potential attack,
made us realize how vulnerable we still
are today to a similar assault. The
threat of another large-scale extremist
attack just became so much more real
for millions of Americans who had,
frankly, begun to settle into an under-
standable comfortable complacency, a
decade and a half since that last major
terrorist attack just miles from Con-
necticut’s border.

In Connecticut, to be honest, people
are mad and they are scared. Having
watched all of this coverage, I under-
stand why. But images such as this
also move the people of my State.
These are two little kids, Ralia and
Rahaf, 7 and 13 years old. This is where
they sleep at night, on the streets of
Beirut. They went there from Damas-
cus after their mother and their broth-
er were killed by a grenade. Along with
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