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of media consolidation, they have maintained
their commitment to meaningful local news
coverage focused on the people, issues and
events that make our region tick. Their dedica-
tion to fair and honest reporting of the news
and promoting local music and artists has had
a profound positive impact on our region, and
we cannot thank them enough for their com-
mitment to this important work.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor WEMU 89.1 on their 50th Anni-
versary and to wish them many more years of
success.

———
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
John “Jack” Matthews for his twelve years of
service on the San Mateo City Council—two
terms as Mayor—and his many contributions
to our community.

Councilman Matthews served on the Hous-
ing Endowment and Regional Trust (HEART),
C/CAG, the Emergency Services Council, and
the Local Policy Maker Group for Caltrain
Electrification and High Speed Rail. These
names with obscure meanings mask organiza-
tions of enormous importance to our commu-
nity. Fortune smiled on us when Jack Mat-
thews agreed to these assignments.

Jack also served on the Grand Boulevard
Initiative, the Civic Arts Committee and the
homeless outreach team. One of his proudest
moments was the 40th anniversary celebration
of San Mateo’s relationship with the 101st Air-
borne Division during Memorial Day Weekend
in 2012 when the city also hosted its sister city
Toyanaka, Japan.

During his tenure on the council, he has
been a voice of reason. In subtle contrast to
his otherwise quiet nature he has been insist-
ent about the issue of equal opportunity for all.
This core value of Jack Matthews is best dem-
onstrated by the very active role he played in
the development of affordable housing in San
Mateo. Jack and his council colleagues have
helped create Peninsula Station, an affordable
development for 60 families, as well as Dela-
ware Pacific, housing 120 low income families
at the former site of the police station. Rather
than wring its hands over the problem of
homelessness, San Mateo, in large part
through Jack’s leadership, grappled with the
problem and developed a solution—buying
and redeveloping the Hotel Vendome. Upon
opening, one new resident remarked to a re-
porter that she had taken her first shower in
many years. Jack and his enlightened col-
leagues on the San Mateo City Council of-
fered that woman more than a shower. She
regained her dignity.

Jack also supported construction of an
award-winning, beautiful new library, a Transit
Center, the creation of Draeger's Market, a
new downtown cinema, a new police station,
the emergence of Bay Meadows as a regional
transit and housing hub, and new transit-ori-
ented development at the Hayward Park
Caltrain station. He also supported historic
changes to the organization of the fire depart-
ment. Some councilmembers serve and never
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witness any of these types of changes. Jack
helped shepherd all of them.

Mr. Matthews is an architect and has his
own firm, John Matthews Architects, located in
downtown San Mateo since 1986. His firm is
responsible for the design and significant
storefront improvements at the St. Matthew
Hotel, Kaffee Haus, Tomatina, AcquaPazza
Ristorante, Vault 164, M is for Mystery Book-
store and others. In 1992, he served as presi-
dent of the American Institute of Architects for
San Mateo County and from 1994 to 1996 he
was a board member of the AIA California
Council.

Community service is in Jack's DNA. A
long-time volunteer with the Boy Scouts, he
has additionally served on the Board of Direc-
tors of H.I.LP. Housing, a non-profit providing
housing to over 1,000 people.

Born in San Francisco, Jack grew up in San
Carlos and attended Carlmont High School.
He graduated from California State Poly-
technic University in San Luis Obispo with a
degree in architecture in 1972. Two years
later, he and his wife of 45 years, Patricia,
moved to San Mateo and raised their four chil-
dren, Domenic, Anthony, Benjamin and
Desiree. Today they have four grandchildren,
Delphine, Tessa, Stephen and Lorenzo. After
his retirement from the city council, Jack is
looking forward to spending more time with his
family and pursuing his passion for the out-
doors including hiking, backpacking and fly
fishing.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor my good friend
and colleague Jack Matthews for his dedi-
cated service to the residents of his city. His
outstanding work has helped make San Mateo
a more beautiful and livable community. He
has demonstrated by personal example that
San Mateo has an enormous heart. We are
losing a local leader who will soon become a
man with additional time for leisure. There is
no doubt that Jack will, even during times of
quiet repose, be dreaming big dreams for his
extended family—the people of the City of San
Mateo.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and accomplishments of Ted B.
Wahby, who passed away on Saturday, De-
cember 5, 2015. He was a warm friend who
leaves a legacy of superb public service in its
best sense. He will be deeply, personally
missed by so many of us privileged to work
hand-in-hand, and | am honored to pay tribute
to his remarkable life accomplishments.

Ted Wahby was a pillar in the City of St.
Clair Shores, Macomb County and the greater
region for over 50 years. He and his wife
Yvonne moved to St. Clair Shores in 1964 and
raised six children there. The Wahby family
planted strong roots in the city as faithful
members of St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic
Church and the Shorewood Kiwanis. During
this time Ted embarked upon a successful ca-
reer working at Comerica Bank, serving in nu-
merous high-level capacities for 31 years, in-
cluding Vice President.
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In addition to Ted Wahby’s love of family
and pride in his successful business career,
he held a deep belief of the importance of giv-
ing back to the community. He first sought
public office in 1979 and was elected to Lake
Shore School Board. Two years later he was
elected to the St. Clair Shores City Council,
and two years after that as Mayor, where he
provided strong, forward thinking leadership
from 1983 to 1995. Ted then decided to take
his local experience to the next level by serv-
ing as Treasurer of Macomb County from
1995 until his passing. Over this twenty year
period Ted devoted his immense talents to
serving residents in a way that focused on the
human element, while using his profound
management skills to place the county in a
strong fiscal position.

Whatever public office he held, for him the
test always was how his actions would im-
prove the lives of others, and in our many dis-
cussions, he was most proud how as county
Treasurer, he helped keep thousands of fami-
lies who experienced financial stress from los-
ing their homes to foreclosure.

His community and civic involvement was ri-
valed by few. The leadership he provided on
so many boards locally and throughout the re-
gion is yet another testament to his strong de-
sire to serve the public. Ted was not one to
seek credit for his work, yet he was the recipi-
ent of numerous prestigious awards and rec-
ognitions from charitable and philanthropic or-
ganizations, far too many to list.

If there is one legacy of Ted Wahby’s serv-
ice that will be remembered and valued above
all else, it is his premier leadership and advo-
cacy for better health care. As a member of
McLaren Macomb Hospital’'s Board of Trust-
ees since 2000 and in the role of Chairman
since 2002, Ted strategically leveraged his
business and political skills to make critical ad-
vances in the health care field. Ted’s mission
of opening the Ted B. Wahby Cancer Center
in 2004 was very personal for him and
Yvonne, who both lost family members to can-
cer. He saw the need for compassionate, high
quality care close to home, since at the time
nearly 70% of Macomb cancer patients had to
drive a far distance for care. He was a tireless
supporter and fund-raiser from the very begin-
ning, and worked for many years to influence
local leaders to invest in the capital campaign.
For his dedicated efforts, Ted earned many
accolades, including the 2005 Health Care
Leadership Award from the Michigan Health &
Hospital Association, and the 2005 Thanks for
Giving Award, presented for extraordinary vol-
unteer service to hospitals in the Metro Detroit
area.

Over these last few days since Ted’s pass-
ing, there have been countless heartwarming
statements made by so many, but the one that
sums it up for me is that above all, Ted
Wahby was a family man, as stated by his
children. His love for his wife, children, nine
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren
defined who he was and he set an example
for these generations to follow.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | am profoundly
honored to have called Ted Wahby my friend,
and thankful for the opportunity to work side-
by-side during his career and witness first-
hand his effective leadership and compassion.
| am humbled to join with his family, friends
and the community at-large in mourning his
loss, while celebrating his life and honoring his
accomplishments.
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