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TRIBUTE TO CHUCK TURNER 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sorrow that I rise today to recognize 
Chuck Turner, a longtime Appropriations Com-
mittee professional staff member, who sadly 
passed away on December 8. 

Chuck was a skillful appropriator, a beloved 
colleague, and a steadfast public servant. His 
40-year career was dedicated to serving Con-
gress, the Capitol Hill community, and the 
American people. 

Chuck began his long career on Capitol Hill 
working for the Library of Congress, first in the 
U.S. Copyright Office, then in the Library’s Fi-
nancial Services Office, where he handled 
budget issues. 

For the better part of the last 32 years, 
Chuck worked with the House Appropriations 
Legislative Branch Subcommittee: first on de-
tail from the Library of Congress, and then— 
after proving himself to be invaluable—as sen-
ior staff for the Subcommittee. 

His concern for and commitment to the Leg-
islative Branch underscored everything he did. 
He consistently put the Committee and his 
work for the House before anything else. 

He made sure that Members of Congress 
have the resources they need to do their legis-
lative work on behalf of the American people. 
In particular, he maintained a deep affection 
for the Library of Congress—ensuring its work 
and collections remain available to the public 
and to the Members who rely on its informa-
tion to do their jobs. 

He also ensured that all who entered the 
Capitol Complex—be it staff, visitors, or the 
Members themselves—are safe—protected by 
a well-equipped Capitol Police force, in solid 
and secure facilities. His life’s work can be felt 
each time you set foot in the Capitol Complex. 

Chuck was recognized for his expertise and 
good work on more than one occasion. He 
was called upon to serve as a Special Investi-
gator for the Select Committee to Investigate 
the Preparation for and Response to Hurri-
cane Katrina. He took part in a staff delegation 
to Indonesia to help train members of the In-
donesian parliament and their staff on the leg-
islative budget process. And for several years, 
he not only worked with the House Legislative 
Branch Subcommittee, but he also helped the 
Senate with writing their Legislative Branch 
Appropriations bill. 

Chuck was truly the epitome of a devoted 
public servant—he worked until the very end. 

On a more personal level, Chuck was be-
loved by all those he worked with. His kind-
ness, consideration, easy sense of humor, and 
loyal friendship is something that all could as-
pire to. The Legislative Branch, the House, 
and the Appropriations Committee will be a 
lesser place without him. 

I want to thank Chuck for his decades of 
service, and for leaving his final mark on this 

institution—the Legislative Branch bill that will 
be a part of the final, fiscal year 2016 omnibus 
legislation. His presence will be deeply missed 
in the halls of the Capitol. 
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TRIBUTE TO KAY RAYMOND 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kay Ray-
mond, of Creston, Iowa, for being selected as 
Creston Volunteer of the Year for 2015. 

Kay spent a number years teaching special 
education before retiring 12 years ago. After 
retirement, Kay decided to use her free time to 
continue giving back to her community. Now 
she volunteers numerous hours a week as a 
volunteer for Friends of the Library, as a mem-
ber and volunteer at the YMCA, and also 
gives back as a member of her church and at 
other local organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, Kay’s dedication to her com-
munity and her fellow Iowans is a true testa-
ment to her character. Her efforts embody the 
Iowa spirit and I am honored to represent her 
and Iowans like her in the United States Con-
gress. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Kay for her achievements and 
wishing her nothing but continued success. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF PHIL ROMANO 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, tonight I want to recognize the 
life and achievements of a brilliant and fas-
cinating man—Phil Romano. Now, although 
Mr. Romano is not originally from Texas, he 
falls into the category of people who moved 
there as quickly as he could. A man that can-
not easily be entertained, Mr. Romano 
bounced around the country before making 
Dallas his home, and bounced through mul-
tiple successful business projects before set-
tling with a self-proclaimed and modest title: 
entrepreneur. However, Mr. Romano is much 
more than an entrepreneur. He is rich in char-
acter, and Dallas is proud to be his home. 

Mr. Romano is best known for his success-
ful career in the restaurant industry. His busi-
ness ventures brought Texas as well as the 
nation beloved institutions such as 
Fuddruckers, Romano’s Macaroni Grill, and 
Eatzi’s. These business ventures solidified his 
status as a successful businessman, but Mr. 
Romano helped satisfy much more than peo-
ple’s appetites. 

When Mr. Romano was working with a 
small venture capital firm SHD Management 

LLC, he had the keen eye to spot a good 
product. After talking to a cardiologist named 
Julio Palmaz, Mr. Romano agreed to invest 
capital and run the business operations for the 
balloon-expandable heart stent. It ended up 
becoming over a 10 million dollar invention, 
but more impressively than that, it saved 
countless lives, including Mr. Romano’s, who 
now uses a heart stent after he helped invent 
it. When he worked in the restaurant industry 
he touched people’s stomachs, and when he 
was a venture capitalist he touched people’s 
hearts. 

However, his success is most tangible in the 
impact he has on Dallas. His most recent 
project, Trinity Groves, will provide a commu-
nity space for entrepreneurs to grow, busi-
nesses to invest, and people to enjoy. In addi-
tion to that, his affinity for art, embodied not 
only in his home but in his studio on Dragon 
Street in Dallas, will solidify his legacy as a 
brilliant and deep man. 

Mr. Speaker, whether it was with a burger, 
a heart stent, a community, or a painting, 
throughout his life, Phil Romano has left a 
Texas-sized impression on Dallas, the city he 
loves that loves him back. 
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THE CHRISTIAN AND YEZIDI 
GENOCIDE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
each day, our newspapers, magazines, radios 
and television screens are filled with images of 
people fleeing territory controlled by the Is-
lamic jihadist group known as the Islamic 
State of al-Sham, or ISIS. 

More than half of the 635,000 refugees—an 
estimated 53 percent—in Europe are from 
Syria alone, according to the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees or UNHCR. 

While violence plays the major role in the 
impetus of Syrians to leave their homes, 
Shelly Pitterman of the UNHCR testified at a 
hearing I chaired on October 20th that the 
main trigger for flight from refugee camps or 
shelter in nations like Jordan is the humani-
tarian funding shortfall. In recent months, he 
told us that the World Food Programme cut its 
program by 30 percent, and the current Syrian 
Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan for 
2015 is only 41 percent funded. The UNHCR 
expects to receive just 47 percent of the fund-
ing it needs for Syria over the next year. 

One year ago this month, the United Na-
tions Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs issued a report that detailed a 
worsening humanitarian situation in Syria. An 
estimated 12.21 million were in need of hu-
manitarian assistance, including 7.6 million in-
ternally displaced people and more than 5.6 
million children in need of assistance. An esti-
mated 4.8 million people were in need of hu-
manitarian assistance in hard to reach areas 
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