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2 years later, Russia has, once again,
taken an active role in the Syrian civil
war, enhancing and building military
bases in Assad’s territory and launch-
ing air strikes against Syrian opposi-
tion groups, including ISIL.

Several factors are influencing
Putin’s latest gambit to empower
Assad.

First, Putin wants to revive a Rus-
sian sense of nationalism—an almost
metaphysical understanding of a Rus-
sian realm of influence. Look back at
his recent speech at the U.N. He rejects
a unipolar world wherein the United
States sets the rules for commerce and
governance and values. Furthermore,
he is suspicious of liberal democracy,
preferring, instead, his idea of stability
even if it is achieved at the hands of
strongmen.

Second, Russia has a longstanding
diplomatic, security, and economic ar-
rangement with the Syrian Govern-
ment, enabling him to expand his coun-
try’s military presence there while also
bolstering his political standing at
home.

Third, Syria also has a rich Orthodox
Christian heritage that survives as a
minority faith in Assad’s controlled
territory. Putin sees his venture as
protecting that familial alliance. For-
eign policy analysis has largely over-
looked this consideration as an impor-
tant dimension of Putin’s motives.

Russia claims to be fighting the ter-
rorists. If true, their intervention
could emerge as a point of convergence
for the United States, Russia, and civ-
ilized interests; but that remains some-
what hypothetical at this moment, and
there are significant signs of conflict
escalation.
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Russia could help avert humani-
tarian disaster by focusing more in-
tently on attacking ISIL. Currently,
Putin is also choosing to fight other
Syrian opposition forces with the pos-
sibility of furthering the protracted
civil war.

The best scenario would be for Rus-
sia’s involvement to create the space
for a transition period for a new, more
stable governing structure to replace
Assad in the West. ISIL could be fur-
ther pushed into the eastern desert,
and a true international coalition
could emerge to defeat this threat to
civilization. Advancing this scenario is
a key policy marker in what should be
the overarching geopolitical strategy
of the United States.

Of the many possible futures for the
Middle East, one must certainly be
avoided: Islamic militants sweeping
across places like Straight Street in
Syria, continuing to destroy ancient
monuments in Palmyra and Nimrod,
killing all the way from Mosul to the
Mediterranean, threatening to raise its
black banner of death from Damascus
to D.C.

The prevention of peril in the 21st
century requires a new cooperative
strategic arrangement to fight dark
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ideology, twisted theology, and barba-
rism across the globe. ISIL represents
ninth century barbarism, but with 21st-
century weaponry. ISIL is battling the
very essence of civilization. Beyond the
bloodshed itself, ISIL attacks the un-
derlying philosophical proposition of
the West that all persons have inherent
dignity, which is the source of our
rights.

Mr. Speaker, we stand at a solemn
crossroads. The world must fight back
on two fronts against ISIL and for the
time-honored philosophical principles
and values that sustain an orderly ex-
istence in the flourishing of any truly
good society.

So depends the beauty of Paris. So
depends the protection of communities
like San Bernardino. So depends the se-
curity of the world and the protection
of innocent people everywhere.

Mr. Speaker, I had an extraordinary
privilege this summer on the 71st anni-
versary of D-day. This is a picture, a
photo, of Utah Beach, one of the beach-
es where our troops first stormed
through, where General Theodore Roo-
sevelt, Jr., came through with his men
and declared, ‘“We’ll start the war from
right here.”

General Roosevelt went on 1 month
later to die in battle of a heart attack.
He was ill. He disguised his illness be-
cause he wanted to be in leadership
with his troops.

He is buried at the Omaha Beach
Cemetery, which contains nearly 10,000
American troops who gave their lives.
He is buried next to his little brother,
Quentin Roosevelt, who was an aviator,
a flier, in World War I. Here you have
two sons of a President of the United
States who gave their lives in the two
great wars of last century.

On this spot, Mr. Speaker, there is a
new monument. That is a Higgins boat
troop carrier with a replica of soldiers
storming onto the beach. I am very
proud of the fact that this monument
is a replica of one that is in Columbus,
Nebraska, a small town in my congres-
sional district. It was built by the peo-
ple of Columbus, shipped here, and
placed for the 71st anniversary celebra-
tion of D-day.

A great sacrifice financially and
time-wise, many people in the commu-
nity of Columbus came together to
build this extraordinary monument as
a gift to France, but primarily as a per-
petual memory of those who fought
and died.

Both Quentin Roosevelt, General
Roosevelt, and so many other young
men and women gave their lives for a
set of interlocking ideals, the beauty of
liberty and the protection of human
dignity, which, Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, in our fallen world, must some-
times be preserved by a willingness to
confront darkness, by a willingness to
confront that which is irrational.

It is this same struggle, the same
struggle that took place here, that we
must engage in today. Unlike this
struggle, it requires a different global
effort, but it is the same struggle for
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the tranquility of order, for the secu-
rity of the world, and for the protec-
tion of America.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ED FENDIG,
JR.

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of Mr.
Ed Fendig, Jr. Ed was born in Bruns-
wick, Georgia, in 1927 and moved to St.
Simons Island shortly thereafter.
Growing up, he was a very active Boy
Scout, achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout.

Through his late teens and 20s, he
served in the Navy in the Philippines
and later in the Georgia Air National
Guard in Casablanca. Between services,
he played football on scholarship at the
University of Georgia. Go Dawgs.

While stationed in Casablanca, he
would go down to the port and watch
the tugs dock and undock merchant
ships and fell in love with the work.
Shortly after returning from North Af-
rica, Ed’s application as an apprentice
bar pilot was approved. Ed served ac-
tively as a State-licensed bar pilot in
the Port of Brunswick for 37 years.

In addition to a full-time bar pilot,
he also ran two long-time family busi-
nesses, Fendig Sign Company and
Fendig Tire Company.

Ed was a man of many talents and
held a list of accolades. He was a com-
munity leader, but, more importantly,
he was a husband, father, and grand-
father.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
the Fendig family.

———

FUNDING BILL IS REFLECTION OF
PRIORITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include any extraneous material on the
subject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, if a funding bill is a reflection
of priorities, then the omnibus that we
are considering right now is the clear-
est snapshot of what is wrong with our
Nation.

We are talking about lifting a 40-year
ban on the export of crude oil, risking
thousands of jobs and rising gas prices
for working families immediately after
joining the most important climate
agreement ever created.
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