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will be much longer than Jake’s, but on that 
day the game highlight showed what a winner 
Derrick Henry already was. 

Before America met Derrick at Alabama, he 
set a Florida high school record for rushing 
yards in a single game on September 21, 
2012, rushing for 502 yards and six touch-
downs on 48 carries. In his final high-school 
game, on November 16, 2012, Derrick Henry 
rushed for an incredible 52 yard touchdown 
run. With this touchdown run, Derrick Henry 
broke the legendary Ken Hall’s career rushing 
high school record for most career rushing 
yards, a title Hall had held for 59 years. 

Coached by Bobby Ramsay at Yulee High 
School, Derrick finished his high school career 
with 12,124 rushing yards. He was awarded 
the Florida Times Union Offensive and Super 
24 Player of the Year, Florida’s Mr. Football, 
and Parade Magazine’s All-American Player of 
the Year. 

None of these awards and accolades were 
shocking to Coach Ramsay, Derrick’s middle 
school coach and longtime mentor J.T. Med-
ley, or the entire Yulee community. They have 
always known Derrick as a quiet, polite, hard- 
working young man both in the classroom and 
on the field. It does not come as a surprise to 
his teachers that Derrick will complete his de-
gree at Alabama and graduate this spring. Fin-
ishing what he starts is what Derrick Henry 
does. 

Leading up to winning the Heisman Trophy, 
Derrick Henry gained ground on the competi-
tion in each game Alabama played this past 
year. Along the way Derrick won the 2015 
SEC Offensive Player of the Year Award, and 
his 1,986 yards rushing broke Herschel Walk-
er’s 1982 single-season SEC rushing record 
by four yards. He also won the Maxwell Award 
as college’s most valuable player and the 
Doak Walker Award as the top running back. 

At Alabama, Derrick holds the school’s 
record for most consecutive games with a 
touchdown and tied former Heisman Trophy 
recipient University of Florida’s Quarterback 
Tim Tebow’s SEC mark of 14 straight games 
with a touchdown score in the November 2015 
game against Mississippi State. Tim Tebow is 
also from Florida’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

A role model not only to football fans every-
where but especially to his supportive commu-
nity in Yulee, Florida, Derrick Henry is a re-
spected leader on the football field and in life. 
He has always put team before self and his 
generous spirit and infectious smile make Der-
rick Henry a local hero. I send my heartfelt 
congratulations and best wishes to Derrick 
and his family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of 
Congress to join me in congratulating Derrick 
Henry on winning college football’s most cov-
eted and prestigious award, the Heisman Tro-
phy. In addition, I must note to all college and 
high school football players, if you want the 
best chance of winning the Heisman Trophy 
. . . move to the Fourth Congressional District 
of Florida . . . home of two Heisman Trophy 
winners in the last ten years. 

IN RECOGNITION OF JULIA MARIE 
DONOVAN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Julia Marie Donovan on the occa-
sion of her ninetieth birthday this month. 

Mrs. Donovan, or June, as she is referred to 
by her many friends, was born on December 
30, 1925, the oldest child of the O’Brien family 
of North Cambridge. The daughter of Irish im-
migrants, June recounts that as children she, 
her two younger siblings, Cornelius and Rita, 
and her parents were a very close knit family. 
After losing her father at the age of thirteen, 
at the height of the Great Depression, June 
became even more involved with helping her 
mother. However, her mother insisted that she 
still finish her studies and just as the United 
States was entering the Second World War, 
June graduated from St. Mary’s in Cambridge. 

Upon her graduation, June entered the 
workforce. She began working in Boston for 
the New Haven Railroad. As so many other 
young women were doing at the time, she 
took over the desk of a young man who had 
gone to war. She remained there for the dura-
tion of the war, knowing all the while that she 
would be expected to leave upon the return of 
the American servicemen. After three years, 
the soldier whose desk she had occupied fi-
nally did return. Upon their meeting, he imme-
diately asked if he could call her. His name 
was William Donovan, and they were married 
for over sixty years. 

Bill and June raised their sons Francis, Wil-
liam, James, Dennis, and Kevin in Hingham, 
Massachusetts, and their happy home was al-
ways open to the many friends who dropped 
by constantly. After moving to Cape Cod, they 
still had visitors often—including their ten 
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews 
who have continued to enjoy their many beach 
days at Nana and Poppy’s. It is surrounded by 
this large, loving family that June will celebrate 
her birthday at the end of this month. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Julia 
Marie Donovan on this joyous occasion. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in wishing her 
many more years of happiness. 

f 

OPENING OF THE MUSLIM EDU-
CATION TRUST CENTER, TIGARD, 
OREGON 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the grand opening of the Muslim 
Educational Trust Community Center in my 
district. 

I recently had the honor of attending the 
ceremony and thanking Wajdi Said and the 
Muslim Educational Trust Center’s Board of 
Directors for their leadership and hard work to 
establish this important Community Center. 

Now more than ever, our country needs or-
ganizations like the Muslim Educational Trust, 
whose work for the betterment of society— 
through education, cooperation, tolerance, and 

public awareness—transcends faith and 
bridges differences. The MET is educating the 
next generation of Muslim leaders and in the 
process, enhancing relations between Muslim 
and non-Muslim Oregonians. 

Like most, I condemn the hateful, closed- 
minded, anti-Muslim rhetoric that has infiltrated 
our public discourse. Equally disturbing are 
the reports of violence against Muslim Ameri-
cans and their places of worship. Hate speech 
has always characterized darker periods of 
our history and these episodes will be similarly 
judged. 

Just recently, on the 150th anniversary of 
the U.S. Constitution’s 13th Amendment abol-
ishing slavery, President Obama gave a 
poignant speech in which he described the 
long struggle that ended slavery, and the bat-
tle for civil rights and basic freedoms that fol-
lowed. 

The victories won by previous generations 
of enlightened Americans have had far-reach-
ing effects. However, discrimination remains 
prevalent and has manifested itself in an at-
tack on religious freedom. 

During his speech, President Obama re-
marked, ‘‘We betray the efforts of the past if 
we fail to push back against bigotry in all its 
forms.’’ And he’s right—we have an obligation 
to our nation, itself a protest against oppres-
sion, to speak up for the freedoms and safety 
of our friends and neighbors. 

President Obama also said, ‘‘Our freedom is 
bound up with the freedom of others—regard-
less of what they look like or where they come 
from or what their last name is or what faith 
they practice.’’ In the United States, this notion 
is fundamental and an important part of what 
distinguishes us from many other countries. 

The Muslim Educational Trust Community 
Center will continue to open its doors to all of 
its neighbors, enlightening minds and building 
bridges of friendship among Muslim and non- 
Muslim Oregonians. I am pleased to extend 
my congratulations and pledge support against 
bigotry in all its forms. 
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in support of the Omnibus Appro-
priations bill. After a thoughtful and thorough 
review, I have decided to vote in favor of the 
Omnibus Appropriations bill. I have reserva-
tions about several provisions in the bill, but 
ultimately I believe that the good contained in 
this bill outweighs the bad. My vote was cast 
in favor of keeping the government operating 
and to continue to make critical investments 
agency programs that benefit all Americans. I 
also firmly believe that we cannot afford an-
other shutdown and this bill provides the Fed-
eral Government with funding through Sep-
tember 30, 2016. 

The omnibus provides much needed in-
creases for a broad range of education pro-
grams including Head Start, Title I grants, aid 
to HBCUs, the TRIO and GEAR UP programs, 
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