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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CONGRATULATING PEGGY
SAMPSON

HON. PAUL D. RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Peggy Sampson on her
retirement after 37 years of working for the
House. She has dedicated her life to public
service. She started her career as a Capitol
police officer. Later, she became the Repub-
lican supervisor of the House page program, a
position she held for 25 years. In that time,
she was beloved by the pages who worked for
her. Today, there are hundreds of former
pages all over the world who still keep in
touch. | learned a lot from my mentors when
| was starting out. | know the meaning they
have in young people’s lives. For hundreds of
young people, Peggy was that mentor.

And for the dozens of people she worked
with every day, she was a great friend. In
2011, she became a floor operations clerk and
has been there ever since. Ask any of her col-
leagues, and they will tell you she was com-
pletely reliable. It did not matter if you were a
high-ranking member of Congress or a fresh-
faced intern, everyone could depend on her
for everything you could think of: a piece of
candy, band aids, Tylenol. And in a pinch, she
could sew a mean button. In short, she was a
delight to work with—very kind and generous.
We will miss her dearly. And so, on behalf of
the entire House, | want to thank Peggy
Sampson for reminding us, through her work,
of the joy of public service.

TRIBUTE TO STEIN ERIKSEN
HON. JASON CHAFFETZ

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an Olympic gold medalist, pioneering
athlete and legendary skiing ambassador who
had an immeasurable impact on the sport and
on the State of Utah. Stein Eriksen passed
away December 27 at the age of 88 following
a long and storied career.

For 35 years, Eriksen served as the Director
of Skiing at Utah’s famed Deer Valley Resort,
where the renowned Stein Eriksen Lodge was
named in his honor.

His ski career began in 1947 when the 19-
year-old Norwegian athlete won the downhill
and combination event at the Holmenkollen
Kandahar event. At the 1952 Oslo Olympics in
his hometown, Eriksen became the first skier
from a non-Alpine country to win an Olympic
gold medal in Alpine skiing. Most significantly,
Eriksen was the first man to win three gold
medals in a single world championship in
1954.

Upon his retirement from competitive skiing
in 1954, Eriksen continued to shape the sport

as a ski instructor and promoter of a new style
of skiing. His elegant technique and gymnastic
movements were transformative for the skiing
world, ushering in a new era of freestyle ski-
ing. He was the first well-known skier to do a
flip on skis and reportedly did a back flip every
day until he reached his 80s.

Eriksen was honored with a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Utah Sports
Commission in April, where he was lauded as
one of the most influential athletes and busi-
nessmen in winter sports. Eriksen and his wife
Francoise were the parents of 5 children.

Today, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me as we honor the life and legacy of ski-
ing pioneer Stein Eriksen, whose indelible im-
pact on winter sports will be felt by many gen-
erations to come.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
SALVATORE “SAM” TRAFICANTI

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Salvatore “Sam” Traficanti.
Born on August 11th, 1928, in Marane, prov-
ince de L’Aquila, Abruzzi, ltaly, Sam was the
son of Panfilo and Incornada (Centofanti)
Traficanti. At the age of eight years old, Sam,
along with his mother, took the journey from
Italy and came to Ellis Island. Upon moving to
America Sam and his family settled in Struth-
ers and then later moved to Poland, Ohio.
Sam attended Struthers High School and en-
listed in the U.S. Navy on May 14, 1946, to
serve and defend our country aboard Aircraft
Carrier, USS Midway. He earned the rank of
third class petty officer and during World War
Il was an interpreter for American forces in
Naples, Italy. While aboard the USS Midway,
Sam served as an electrician and was a Mo-
tion Picture operator. Sam was awarded the
World War |l Victory Medal and the Good
Conduct Medal for his service and then re-
ceived an honorable discharge on March 24,
1948.

After his discharge from the service, Sam
was employed at Youngstown Cartridge. He
then owned and operated two city service gas
stations in the Struthers area, along with
founding one of the largest trucking compa-
nies within the industry, which was Traficanti
Trucking for many years. As always, with his
entrepreneurial spirit, Sam looked to continue
to grow and became co-owner and partner of
B & T Express Inc. which operates in over 48
states.

Sam leaves behind his wife of over 52
years, the former Barbara Ann Jenness, whom
he married on May 29, 1963; a son, Commis-
sioner Anthony T. Traficanti; and a daughter,
Jacqueline Ann Traficanti, both of Poland. Be-
sides his parents, Sam was preceded in death
by a brother, Tony Traficanti; and his uncles,
Atillio (Joann), Serfino and Lorenzo Centofanti.

Sam lived the American Dream in every
way imaginable. His entrepreneurial spirit and
dedication to service not only strengthened
Northeast Ohio, but the entire country. Sam
will be missed, but |, along with the rest of our
community, remain thankful for his many con-
tributions.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF WILLIAM
EARL “GATOR” FARRINGTON

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with profound sadness that | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and service of my friend, North-
west Florida’s beloved William Earl “Gator”
Farrington. Throughout his long and distin-
guished life, Gator was a devoted family man,
a patriotic veteran, committed community lead-
er, successful small businessman, and a true
friend. The entire Northwest Florida commu-
nity mourns the passing of a truly remarkable
man.

Earl Farrington was born on Tuesday, April
5th, 1927. He and his twin sister, Earline,
were the youngest of three children born to
James and Laura Farrington. During his form-
ative years, Earl was spotted at the tender
age of thirteen dragging from a lake a five-foot
alligator he had shot. He was dubbed “Gator”
on the spot and being somewhat of a come-
dian “Gator” has worn his nickname with great
joviality, good cheer, and eternal optimism.

Gator graduated from Milton High School in
1944 and served in World War Il and the Ko-
rean War in the U.S. Navy. After 30 years he
retired from civil service at NAS Pensacola in
1984.

He was one of the founding members of
Grace Bible Church of Milton and served on
the board of directors of Gospel Projects, Inc.
Gator is preceded in death by his wife of 52
years, Voncille (Hobbs) Farrington; his two sis-
ters, Louise McLellan and Earline Tompkins;
and his parents, James Farrington and Laura
(Broxson) Farrington.

Gator loved serving his community with his
family through his restaurant, Gator's Seafood
in Milton, Florida, which he opened in 1975,
with Voncille. The rustic building known as
Gator's was constructed from juniper logs
felled by Gator and his then 75-year-old father
off their land, floated by the two across the
lake, and cut into lumber by a small sawmill.

Gator’s quickly became popular for its fresh
seafood, family friendly environment, and im-
peccable service. The restaurant has become
world famous for its fresh and perfectly pre-
pared fried mullet, which many in Northwest
Florida consider a delicacy. The summer
months attracted large crowds to the res-
taurant on Friday and Saturday nights, not
only for the fried mullet and catfish, crab
claws, cheese grits, cole slaw and
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hushpuppies, but for the special brand of
humor and entertainment Gator brought to
each and every family that walked through the
door.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize the life and
legacy of William Earl “Gator” Farrington. My
wife Vicki and | extend our deepest prayers
and condolences to his daughter, Lisa Jeffers;
his son, William E. “Bill” Farrington, Il; his four
grandchildren, Jeffrey Bennett, Brandon Ben-
nett, Zachary Farrington, and Abigail
Farrington; two great-grandchildren, Allie Jae
Bennett and Troy Bennett; and the entire
Farrington family.

COMMENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF
HOUSTON COUGARS VICTORY IN
THE 2015 CHICK-FIL-A PEACH
BOWL

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise with
great pride to commend the University of
Houston’s Cougars momentous 38-24 victory
over the Florida State Seminoles in the 2015
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl on December 31, 2015
at the GeorgiaDome in Atlanta, Georgia.

The Cougars were coached by Tom Her-
man and led by star quarterback, Greg Ward
Jr., who dazzled a national television audience
by running for two touchdowns and throwing
for another touchdown.

Greg Ward Jr. also made history by becom-
ing the first player in UH history to run and
throw for 1,000 yards in a season.

Florida State trailed 21-3 at halftime, tried
to rally with two fourth-quarter touchdowns but
it was not enough to overcome the mighty
Cougars defense, which held the Seminoles’
star running back, Dalvin Cook, to just 33
yards and forced 5 turnovers.

The 38 points scored by the Cougar offense
was the most points allowed this season by
the mighty Seminole defense.

Mr. Speaker, the impressive victory in the
Chick-fil-A Bowl is a wonderful capstone to a
season for the ages and establishes the Uni-
versity of Houston as one of the Nation’s great
athletic and academic institutions.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,922,179,009,420.89. We've
added $8,295,301,960,507.81 to our debt in 7
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.
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NATIONAL COORDINATION OFFICE
FOR SPACE-BASED POSITIONING,
NAVIGATION, AND TIMING CELE-
BRATES 10 YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the National Coordination Office for
Space-Based Positioning, Navigation, and
Timing which recently celebrated its 10 year
anniversary in November 2015.

The National Coordination Office, also
known as the NCO, was established by a
presidential directive under President George
W. Bush. That directive provided guidance to
government agencies on the management of
the Global Positioning System (GPS) and
other space-based Positioning, Navigation and
Timing (PNT) systems. It also established the
National Executive Committee (EXCOM) for
Space-Based PNT, which is chaired jointly by
the Deputy Secretaries of Defense and Trans-
portation and includes their equivalents from
the Departments of State, the Interior, Agri-
culture, Commerce, and Homeland Security,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration.

The NCO is a cadre of senior advisors from
the EXCOM member agencies and has be-
come a linchpin for national GPS policy infor-
mation. Earlier this year | worked with the
NCO at a Space Power Caucus event on
GPS. As chairman of the caucus, | presided
over this event and was impressed by the
educational information on how GPS works,
how it affects our daily lives and critical infra-
structure, and ongoing government efforts to
maintain GPS as the “gold standard” for PNT
around the world. The transparent operations
of the NCO keep track of these vital efforts
and inform the EXCOM agencies, Congress,
and the public on Space-based PNT.

The NCO facilitates the implementation of
EXCOM tasks and disseminates information
about U.S. space-based PNT programs and
policy through the official government GPS
website at www.gps.gov.

The Department of Commerce and its Office
of Space Commerce have hosted the NCO
since 2005. This longstanding relationship was
recently codified in law through the U.S. Com-
mercial Space Launch Competitiveness Act,
signed November 25, 2015.

In ten years, the NCO evolved from an idea
into an essential organization with significant
impact within the space-based PNT commu-
nity. NCO efforts ensure the EXCOM is an ef-
fective body for assisting national leaders in
implementing national Space-based PNT pol-
icy.
In closing Mr. Speaker, | would like to ac-
knowledge this organization on this milestone,
and congratulate them on ten years of hard
work and wish them continued success in the
future.

HONORING MARY C. BLASI
HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mary C. Blasi, who is being honored
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by the Wynmoor Democratic Club for her serv-
ice to the community of Coconut Creek. Ms.
Blasi has worked for the city of Coconut Creek
for twenty years, becoming its first female City
Manager in 2013.

Ms. Blasi is a graduate of Notre Dame Uni-
versity, and has a distinguished record of out-
standing service to her community. After start-
ing as the city of Coconut Creek’s Director of
Finance and Administrative Services in 1996,
she served as Assistant City Manager in 2002
and became Deputy City Manager in 2008.

The Coconut Creek City Commission unani-
mously elected Ms. Blasi as City Manager in
2013. Since then, she has been responsible
for the city’s 110 million dollar budget, its 370
full time employees, and its continued day to
day operations.

Throughout her career in public service,
Mary C. Blasi has shown herself to be an out-
standing leader in her community. | am
pleased to join the Wynmoor Democratic Club
in honoring Ms. Blasi for her ongoing commit-
ment to excellence and distinguished service
to our community.

IN MEMORY OF MARILYN COY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on Christmas Day, South Carolina lost one
of its most dynamic citizens with the death of
Marilyn Coy. Marilyn was symbolic of a polit-
ical revolution of people moving as transplants
from the Midwest and Northeast to the South,
developing a two party system with Repub-
licans growing from nonexistence to achieving
a super-majority. The following tribute was
published in The State newspaper of Colum-
bia on December 27, 2015:

Marilyn Sue Coy, wife of Calvin Coy, left
this earth for Heaven while at home on Fri-
day, December 25, 2015, on the day we cele-
brate our Lord’s birthday, Christmas. She
was 83. Viewing and family visitation will be
on Tuesday, December 29, 2015, from 6 to 8
pm at Caughman-Harman Funeral Home—
Chapin Chapel, 123 Columbia Ave, Chapin, SC
29036. Services will be held on Wednesday,
December 30, 2015, at 11 am at Chapin United
Methodist Church, 415 Lexington Ave,
Chapin, SC 29036. Interment to follow at Fort
Jackson National Cemetery, 4170 Percival
Rd, Columbia, SC 29229.

Born in Lake Cicott, Indiana, on May 11,
1932, to the late Horace and Suzie Julian,
Marilyn Coy was preceded by her son Mark,
her sister Norma Franzen, and her grandson
Gabriel Coy. After 62 years of marriage,
Marilyn leaves behind her husband Cal Coy,
her daughter Laura Pike of Montauroux,
France, and her son Bruce and wife Pamela
Coy of Summerville, SC. She also leaves be-
hind five grandchildren Jamie Pike, Alexia
Pike and Caroline Pike of France, and Julian
Coy and Carra and her husband Jesse Beam
of South Carolina, and one great grandson,
“baby Jack,” son of Alexia Pike and Fabien
Scrivo of France.

Marilyn was an active member of every
community where she lived. Her outspoken
personality and drive has had a positive im-
pact on every life she touched from imme-
diate family, to friends, organizations and
even the state of South Carolina which she
loved so dearly. Marilyn and her husband Cal
moved to Irmo, South Carolina in 1969 and




January 5, 2016

then to the Chapin community, living on
Lake Murray since 1972. Long after moving
to South Carolina, Marilyn learned that she
was a direct descendant of the St. Julian’s—
French Huguenot settlers who came to the
coast of South Carolina in the 1690’s, first
cousins to the Ravenels. A branch of the St.
Julian family moved to Indiana, and dropped
the prefix ““St.” from which Marilyn is di-
rectly descendant, her maiden name being
““Julian.” Although this fact was learned by
Marilyn late in her life, it validated her im-
mense love and connection to the state of
South Carolina.

Among the many organizations that she
freely gave her time and passions to, the fol-
lowing were some of her most cherished ac-
tivities, in no particular chronology or pref-
erence. Marilyn absolutely loved being a Do-
cent at the South Carolina Governor’s man-
sion. She began doing this during the admin-
istration of the late Governor Carroll and
Iris Campbell and continued this activity
under many governors of both parties. Al-
though inactive for several years, Marilyn
remained on the Docent rolls until her pass-
ing. Marilyn was a member of Clemson Uni-
versity Extension’s Town & Country Home-
makers. She was a member and former presi-
dent of the Evergreen Garden Club. She was
a life member of the Eastern Star of Ohio,
and a very proud member of the Daughters of
the American Revolution. To say Marilyn
was an avid reader is an understatement, de-
vouring and collecting books of all sorts. She
feasted on knowledge, always fresh with the
news and sharp on history. From her early
South Carolina years as a member of the
Dutch Fork Republican Women’s Club, many
in the community knew Marilyn as a
staunch political operative, with a passion
and drive that helped many candidates reach
their elected goals. As a testimony to this
passion, Marilyn was a founding member of
the Joe Wilson for State Senate Committee
and a delegate to the State Republican con-
vention for nearly 20 years.

Marilyn and her sharp wit thoroughly en-
joyed an active social life as a member of the
Chapin Hat Ladies, and as a charter member
of the Carolinian Society where she cher-
ished attending the annual ball. As a found-
ing organizational member of the Chapin
Community Theatre group, Marilyn also en-
joyed nurturing and sharing her artistic tal-
ents with her paintings and by helping orga-
nize the Chapin Arts & Crafts Club. She
loved to cook and to entertain, serving as
host to many parties and events, including
having her Bridge club at her home on many
occasions. Whether for fun, or as a political
forum for the candidates that she supported,
Marilyn helped organize the first Chapin
Labor Day Festival and Parade. Her family
believes both reasons to be true. Marilyn was
a member of the American Legion Auxiliary
at Chapin Post 193, and she loved being a
member of the Chapin United Methodist
Church and was so thankful for all the min-
isterial support the Church had extended
during her lengthy illness.

Marilyn loved and supported her husband,
family and friends fiercely and selflessly, as
an encouraging force behind others, never
taking the spotlight for herself. Her compas-
sion for others and charitable sacrifices will
never be forgotten, and her faith in Jesus
Christ places her in the Glory of Heaven with
those that went before her, and with those
who will follow. For all of those who knew
Marilyn, the birthday party for our Lord
Jesus in Heaven must have been a little
livelier with Marilyn arriving on the day
that we celebrate His birth, Christmas. A
gift for Heaven for eternity, and a remem-
brance of the gift that she was to all of us
who knew her here on this earth.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests for
donations to made in her honor to the
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Chapin United Methodist Church building
fund, or the American Legion post 193 build-
ing fund, or the charity of their choice.

——
MOURNING THE LOSS AND HON-
ORING THE UNFORGETTABLE

LIFE OF NATALIE COLE
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with
a deep sadness and a heavy heart that | rise
today to pay tribute to Natalie Cole, a woman
who touched the hearts of millions of Ameri-
cans.

Natalie Cole passed away, December 31,
2015 in Los Angeles, California; she was only
65 years old.

Natalie Cole’s musical career began in 1975
when her debut album, Inseparable, was re-
leased and she became an instant star in the
music industry.

With hit songs such as “This Will Be (An
Everlasting Love),” Natalie Cole exploded onto
the music scene, earning the young starlet her
first two Grammy Awards—for best new artist
and best female R&B performance.

In 1976 not long after Inseparable was re-
leased Cole married producer Marvin Yancy,
with whom she welcomed her son Robert
Adam Yancy into the world.

Natalie Cole’s career began to climb to new
heights throughout the 1970’s, releasing four
gold and two platinum records.

In 1979, Natalie Cole was honored on the
Hollywood walk of fame, with a star of her
very own.

Although this strong woman struggled with
her own personal demons, she was able to
face and overcome them and in the mid-
1980’s was back on top of the musical charts
with the megahit, “Pink Cadillac.”

In 1991, Natalie Cole released her career-
defining Unforgettable . . . with Love, which
paid tribute to her beloved father, the leg-
endary and inimitable Nat King Cole.

Unforgettable sold more than 7 million cop-
ies and garnered several honors, including the
coveted Grammy for Album of the Year.

Natalie Cole continued to release many
other popular albums, including Snowfall on
the Sahara and The Magic of Christmas, an
album of holiday standards recorded with the
London Symphony Orchestra.

Mr. Speaker, truer words were never spo-
ken than when Natalie Cole’s family said that
“Natalie fought a fierce, courageous battle,
dying how she lived . . . with dignity, strength
and honor.”

Natalie Cole leaves behind a legacy as one
of the most celebrated recording artists in his-
tory.

| ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Natalie Cole who will for-
ever remain Unforgettable in the hearts of her
legions of fans around the world.

HONORING LORI FLORES
HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Dr. Lori Flores, a native of the Rio
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Grande Valley and a leading researcher in the
fields of Latino and labor history.

Lori attended Yale University, and she was
the first woman in her family to earn a college
degree. At Yale, she realized her passion to
study Mexican American history, ultimately
leading her to earn a PhD from Stanford Uni-
versity. Lori’s dissertation explored the political
development of Mexican Americans and immi-
grants in California’s Salinas Valley during the
mid—1900s. Her research on the Latino civil
rights movement culminated in the publication
of a book which will be released this year.

Lori now teaches at the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, where she nurtures
the thinkers and dreamers of tomorrow. Dr.
Flores has received numerous awards, and
she continues to be a role model for young
people in her community.

———

REITERATING THE NEED TO
RESTORE THE VOTE IN 2016

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise on the first Restoration Tuesday of
the session to reiterate the ongoing and ur-
gent need to protect the voting rights of all
Americans. On behalf of the constituents we
were sent here to represent, we must leave
our inaction on voting rights behind in 2015!
Now is the time to Restore the Vote!

It is completely unacceptable that this up-
coming election in November will be our first
presidential election in 50 years without the
full protections of the Voting Rights Act of
1965. This Congress has had over two years
to answer the Supreme Court’s call to develop
a modern day formula for preclearance. We
should be embarrassed by our inaction. It is
past time for this body to Restore the Vote!

Far too many of our constituents will face
new barriers to voting this year. From African
American communities in my home state of
Alabama, to Native American communities in
Alaska, to Asian American communities in
California and Latino communities in Texas,
thousands of minority communities across
America will be met with modern-day barriers
to the ballot box due to our inaction. Any at-
tempt to restrict a certain portion of our elec-
torate is a threat to our democracy, whether
that is through voter ID laws, the closure of
driver’s license offices, or the scaling back of
early voting. While these don't appear as
egregious as literacy tests and poll taxes, they
represent modern-day attempts to achieve the
same goal—to restrict the vote of a portion of
the electorate. This is a very old strategy used
by individuals in our democracy who wish to
silence the voices of entire groups of people.

Because of the Voting Rights Act, approxi-
mately 3,000 discriminatory voting changes
were blocked from occurring from 1965 to
2013. In 1970, when the law was expanded to
abolish literacy tests and lower the voting age
to 18, the impact was significant as 9 million
new voters were added to the roles.

As caretakers of our democracy, it is our
shared responsibility to restore the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. | urge my colleagues to
stand with me and renew our commitment to-
wards voter equality. We must pass the Voting
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Rights Advancement Act and help ensure
equal access to the ballot box for every Amer-
ican.

————

CENTRAL  WASHINGTON STATE
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIPS

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer congratulations to four high school
teams that continue to establish Central
Washington as the football powerhouse of
Washington State.

On December 5, (13—1) the Prosser High
School Mustangs rolled over the Tumwater
Thunderbirds to claim the Washington State
2A High School Football Championship. Led
by a stellar defense, the Mustangs amassed
four interceptions for the third time in the play-
offs. This is Prosser’s fifth state football cham-
pionship.

Not to be outdone, the (13-1) Okanogan
High School Bulldogs pulled off an amazing,
nail-bitter win that you usually only see in the
movies. Rallying from a 27-14 third quarter
deficit, the Bulldogs pulled off a late-fourth
quarter touchdown to defeat the Napavine Ti-
gers 36-34. This was Okanogan’s second
straight Washington State 2B High School
Football Championship.

Central Washington teams proved very suc-
cessful in other divisions as well. In a Knights
versus Knights face-off, the Royal High School
Knights defeated the Kings’ High School
Knights in the Washington State 1A High
School Championship. The win secured
Royal's perfect (14-0) season, their first
championship since 2007, and the school’s
fifth title. Particularly commendable is Royal’'s
defense, which allowed a mere four and a half
points average scored against the team
throughout the season.

Finally, in another nerve-wracking finale, the
(13-1) Almira Coulee Hartline High School
Warriors edged out Lummi Nation Blackhawks
46-42 for the Washington State 1B High
School Football title. Almira Coulee Hartline
entered the fourth quarter down 42-38, but
after recovering a Lummi fumble on the one
yard line, the Warriors began a 99 yard drive
that ended with a three yard touchdown with
just a minute and a half left on the clock. This
was also Almira Coulee Hartline’s first title
since 2007, and the school’s third state cham-
pionship.

Every one of these teams has proudly rep-
resented their school. These teams have dem-
onstrated the level of skill, teamwork, and te-
nacity that will prepare them well for future
seasons and for future success in life. Con-
gratulations to Prosser, Okanogan, Royal, and
Almira Coulee Hartling on a well-played foot-
ball season.

A TRIBUTE TO PETER GOLD
HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Mr. Peter Gold—an exceptional
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young man and Good Samaritan who recently
made a remarkably selfless and heroic deci-
sion to help another in need, putting his own
safety at great risk.

While driving through New Orleans’ Lower
Garden District following his shift at a local
hospital, Peter, a fourth year medical student
at Tulane University, without regard for his
own safety, rushed to the aid of a woman
being attacked. Successfully foiling the crime,
Peter was shot once in the abdomen before
the perpetrator attempted to shoot him in the
head twice with his gun jamming. A surveil-
lance camera recorded the harrowing event.
Its release, which millions have viewed, has
been an inspiration, giving us hope as we face
the realities of Edmund Burke’s famous words,
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing.”

Coming from a family with a rich history of
service in the health care field, Peter chose to
follow in the footsteps of his father and grand-
father. Like those who have come before him
and those who will succeed him, Peter exem-
plifies the commitment to service that drives
so many toward the health care profession
and that was on display in the early morning
hours of November 20, 2015 as Peter inter-
vened to stop an armed robbery and at-
tempted kidnapping.

| am honored to share this story with you
today because the Gold Family resides in our
Seventh Congressional District. Peter grew up
in Longwood, Florida and is a graduate of
Central Florida’'s own Lake Brantley High
School. He is an outstanding testament to our
community’s and our nation’s youth.

Our former President John Quincy Adams
said, “If your actions inspire others to dream
more, learn more, do more and become more,
you are a leader.” Truly, Peter Gold has in-
spired others through his heroic actions. | ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing and
thanking Peter for his courageous act for the
benefit for another human being.

WCJC—SECOND TO NONE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Wharton County Junior College
(WCJC) for being named the best community
college in Texas.

WCJC first opened its doors in 1946 in the
small town of Wharton, Texas. Over the last
70 years, WCJC has grown and now boasts a
total of four campuses across the Houston
area. Today, WCJC strives to empower its
over 7,000 students with programs that pre-
pare them to succeed in the workforce or tran-
sition to a four-year institution. From liberal
arts to nursing to business degrees, WCJC is
filling a critical education and workforce train-
ing role for our communities and employers.
I'm grateful that WCJC provides our students
with so many opportunities to learn and grow.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to
WCJC for being named the best of the best.
We can’t wait to see what the next 70 years
brings you.

January 5, 2016

HONORING WALTER HAZLITT FOR
SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY AND
COMMUNITY

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the service of Walter Hazlitt.

It takes a special type of person to lead a
life serving both country and community; Mr.
Hazlitt is an example of this type of person.
Mr. Hazlitt served as a Sergeant for three
years in the U.S. Marine Corps in the Marine
theatre in China where he selflessly protected
our country during World War Il. Following his
service in the Marines, Mr. Hazlitt continued to
serve his country and community, working dili-
gently and tirelessly as both a Suffolk County
Legislator and as a member of the Stony
Brook Fire Department for fifty-five years,
where he served as Chief and continues to
serve today as Commissioner. In addition to
the aforementioned, Mr. Hazlitt served as a
member on the Board of Trustees at Suffolk
Community College, dedicating his time to en-
sure that local youth on Long Island achieved
the best education possible.

Mr. Hazlitt currently resides in Stony Brook,
NY and is married to Mrs. Elizabeth Hazlitt.
His daughter, Elizabeth Emerson, has followed
in her father's footsteps of public service by
serving as a New York State Supreme Court
Justice.

What Mr. Hazlitt has managed to accom-
plish during his lifetime and give back to the
country cannot be summarized in a few words;
and it is my hope that many will follow in the
footsteps of Mr. Hazlitt and give back to their
country and community as graciously as he
did. People like him are a rare breed and they
help make our country and world a much safer
and better place.

Today, | thank Walter for his years of dedi-
cation and service to our country and commu-
nity, and wish him only the best in his future
endeavors.

———

THE OCCASION OF MR. JONATHAN
H. GARDNER’S RETIREMENT

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | wish to rec-
ognize and congratulate Mr. Jonathan H.
Gardner on the occasion of his retirement
from his position as Director of the Southern
Arizona Veterans Affairs Health Care System
(SAVAHCS).

Mr. Gardner has dedicated over 36 years of
serving our nation’s heroes with distinction.
Mr. Gardner's career with the Department of
Veterans Affairs began as a Without Com-
pensation (WOC) position, followed by pro-
gressive leadership assignments within the
Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) (i.e., VA
Central Office (VACO), Network and facility).
Mr. Gardner has a record of sustained extraor-
dinary accomplishment that is recognized
throughout DVA and acknowledged on a na-
tional level. As Director of SAVAHCS, his du-
ties include the overall organization/operation
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of a highly affiliated, 283-bed, complexity level
1a, teaching medical facility with a budget of
$460 million and 2,600 employees. The
SAVAHCS includes seven Community Clinics
and a $4.9 million research budget. SAVAHCS
hosts various regional centers of excellence
including: Southwest Blind Rehabilitation Cen-
ter; Network 18 Polytrauma Network Site; Re-
habilitation and Transitional Care Center; and
a Psychosocial Rehabilitation and Recovery
Center. SAVAHCS is also the principle teach-
ing affiliate with the University of Arizona Col-
leges of Medicine, Nursing, and Pharmacy,
and 36 other institutions of higher learning.

During his tenure, Mr. Gardner created an
atmosphere of continuous improvement to en-
sure quality of care for Veteran patients. In
recognition, the SAVAHCS received the 2012
Arizona Quality Alliance Pioneer Award for
Quality, the 2012 Robert W. Carey Perform-
ance Excellence Trophy Award and the 2011
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert W. Carey
Award for Performance Excellence in
Healthcare Services, all based on the Malcolm
Baldrige Award criteria. SAVAHCS was also
awarded 2016 U.S. News and World Report
listing of Best Hospitals for Achievement of the
American Heart Association “Get with the
Guidelines Gold Resuscitation Award,” the
2015 U.S. News and World Report listing of
Best Hospitals for Achievement of the Amer-
ican Heart Association “Get with the Guide-
lines Silver Resuscitation Award,” and the
2015/2014 Silver Foundation Award Excel-
lence in Quality and Performance Award from
the Office of Disability and Medical Assess-
ment. His ORYX score from The Joint Com-
mission was #1 in the VA nation-wide.

Mr. Gardner’s final day was on January 4,
2016.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure and honor to
recognize the commitment and dedication to
our Veterans and the Southern Arizona com-
munity that Mr. Gardner has demonstrated for
well over 36 years.

——

THE NEED TO TAKE ACTION TO
ENSURE THAT ASSETS OF NA-
TIONAL BANKS IN CIS COUN-
TRIES ARE NOT USED TO BEN-

EFIT TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to inform the House of an ongoing prob-
lem in the former CIS countries involving the
banking industry that requires the attention of
the Congress and the Administration.

In the aftermath of 9/11 the United States
took decisive action to implement stronger fi-
nancial controls to disrupt, impede, and pre-
vent the flow of funds to terrorists around the
world.

But recent events indicate the need for sus-
tained vigilance and additional action.

One example of this involves the countries
of Moldova and Latvia, two members of the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
formed in 1991 upon the dissolution of the
former Soviet Union in 1991.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In Moldova more than $1 billion was stolen
from the Moldovan national treasury and a
large portion of that money appears to have
ended up in three EU banks in Latvia: “ABLV,
Latvijas Pasta Banka, and Privatbank.”

Mr. Speaker, these banks appear to be fi-
nancial institutions controlled by associates
and friends of Russian President Vladimir
Putin who have a demonstrated history of
plundering the national treasuries of the
former CIS countries.

| call upon the Administration and the Con-
gress to investigate whether assets of the na-
tional banks of countries of the former Soviet
Union are not being plundered and used,
knowingly or unknowingly, to benefit terrorist
organizations.

————————

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO PER-
MIT COMMERCIAL FILMING AND
PHOTOGRAPHY ON THE
GROUNDS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce a bill to permit commercial filming and
photography on the grounds of the U.S. Cap-
itol, east of Union Square, the only area where
such filming is currently authorized. This bill
would permit commercial photography and
filming outside of the Capitol and congres-
sional office buildings by permit, so long as
both the House and Senate are not in session.
In today’s world, where many societies are
facing upheavals, our country should be the
first to encourage commercial photography
and filming of the Capitol, which symbolizes
U.S. democracy at work. Hollywood and other
commercial filmmakers should not have to go
to other or fake capitol buildings for movies
and films about the U.S. Capitol. The current
policy permitting filming near the United States
Botanic Garden shows that the Capitol police
can handle filmmaking on Capitol grounds, es-
pecially when Congress is not in session.
However, filming from that vantage point cap-
tures the least familiar view of the Capitol. At
a time when the reputation of Congress is par-
ticularly low, filming of the Capitol, a building
that represents American democracy, could
bolster its image. Keeping filmmakers from
standing in front of the Capitol is neither busi-
ness-friendly nor true to the nation’s demo-
cratic traditions. Encouraging commercial pho-
tography and filming at the Capitol would help
spread the story of our national legislature
around the world. The time is overdue to allow
to commercial filming and photography of the
exterior of the historic 19th century Capitol
building.

There is no good reason why commercial
filming and photography should be confined to
Union Square. Specifically, my bill gives the
Capitol Police the discretion, depending on the
circumstances in and around the Capitol, to
issue a permit authorizing commercial filming
and photography under the same conditions
as those in Union Square. Such areas might
include, for example, Independence Avenue
on the House side and Constitution Avenue on
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the Senate side. No policy or security reason
exists to justify limiting commercial filming and
photography of the Capitol complex to only
one location, Union Square, particularly con-
sidering that permits are necessary. People
are regularly seen on East Capitol Street (east
of 2nd Street) taking pictures, where they get
a full view of the Capitol building, dem-
onstrating how arbitrary it is to limit commer-
cial filming to Union Square.

Capitol Police would also have authority to
charge a fee to cover any costs incurred by
the Architect of the Capitol as a result of the
issuance of the permit, to be deposited into
the Capitol Trust Account. The Capitol Trust
Account was established to accept proceeds
from any fees collected for commercial filming
permits for Union Square. Amounts in the
Capitol Trust Account would be available with-
out fiscal year limitation for such maintenance,
improvements, and projects with respect to the
Capitol grounds as the Architect of the Capitol
considers appropriate, subject to the approval
of the Committees on Appropriations of the
House and Senate.

Views of the U.S. Capitol are among Amer-
ica’s most iconic. Limiting commercial filming
and photography of the Capitol, an important
vehicle for telling the nation’s story, does not
serve the American people. Indeed, most of
the world knows our country and reveres our
system of government largely through com-
mercial photography and films of the Capitol,
which symbolizes our democracy at work.
Commercial films and photographs of the Cap-
itol, the seat of our democracy, are perhaps
the best modern vehicles for telling the na-
tion’s story and showcasing its democratic
system of government. My bill would enable
appropriate, permitted commercial filming and
photography of the Capitol, and would create
economic benefits for the nation, the city, and
private business.

| urge support of this bill.

SOUPER BOWL CHAMPION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ap-
plaud Sophia George from Missouri City,
Texas for being named to this year's Souper
Bowl of Caring National Youth Advisory Board.

Sophia is one of only 13 students from
around the country selected to serve on the
Board. During January, leading up to the
NFL’'s Super Bowl, Sophia will serve as a
spokesperson for Souper Bowl of Caring and
organize charity drives in our Houston commu-
nity throughout the year. By working with and
leading her peers, Sophia will fill an important
role ensuring that those in need are cared for.
Our community is proud of Sophia’s leader-
ship and dedication to helping others.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Sophia for being selected to the National
Youth Advisory Board. Thank you for serving
Houston.
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