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When they had that debate, that 

didn’t have to be theoretical or hypo-
thetical. They had the example of these 
amazing women who did what they did 
in World War II—again, over a thou-
sand of them, under extraordinary cir-
cumstances, flying by themselves, 
often just trying to figure it out in bad 
weather and how they were going to 
land and dealing with emergencies and 
clearances and just doing what it took 
in order to get the mission done, get 
the plane where it needed to be, train 
the men to go off and fly in combat, 
tow the targets, do the simulated straf-
ing runs, all the test piloting, every-
thing, to include risking their lives. 
Thirty-eight of them died. 

This is personal to me. These three 
women pictured in this photo—Dawn 
Seymour, Eleanor Gunderson, and 
Ruth Helm—they are sitting in this 
photo in the front row of the change of 
command ceremony that I had where I 
took over command of an A–10 fighter 
squadron, which was an historic day for 
our country that we finally had a 
woman doing that. It was an historic 
day for me to be able to take command 
of a squadron. I invited them and asked 
them to sit in the front row. I honored 
them in my change of command speech 
because I wanted to make sure that ev-
erybody there knew that I only had the 
opportunities that I had in the mili-
tary because they paved the way. 

These three women are personal 
friends of mine. Two of them have 
since had their final flight. Dawn Sey-
mour is still with us, but the other two 
have passed away. We have to keep 
their legacy going. We have to make 
sure the next generations know how 
they served with honor at a time when 
the country needed them. We have to 
make sure that Elaine Harmon and any 
of the other WASPs who want to have 
their ashes in Arlington Cemetery are 
allowed to do that. 

Let’s be clear. The only reason these 
women were not considered Active 
Duty at the time was because of gender 
biases and discrimination against 
women. That is the only reason. Had 
they been a man doing those jobs, they 
would have been Active Duty in the 
Army Air Corps; they would have been 
discharged honorably; and under the 
current guidelines, they would have 
been eligible to have their ashes at Ar-
lington. The only reason they were not 
Active Duty at the time was because of 
gender discrimination. 

Now this is 2016. It is time for that to 
stop. We thought it was over in 1977 
when we finally retroactively gave 
them that veteran status. They were 
given those honorable discharges and 
the medals that they deserved from 
serving in World War II. We opened up 
the door for them to have military 
honors and to be laid to rest in veteran 
cemeteries around the country. 

Arlington Cemetery opened up the 
doors to them finally—a little late, but 
in 2002. Last March, without telling 
anybody, they quietly rescinded that. 
It was just the last slap of gender dis-

crimination against these amazing pio-
neers. It needs to be overturned imme-
diately. This is the right thing to do 
for Elaine Harmon and for the other 
women who are still living. There are 
about 100 of them who are still with us; 
and for the next generations who need 
to know about their service, they de-
serve to be laid to rest next to the 
other heroes who are there. 

The Secretary of the Army has all 
the authority he needs to let Elaine 
Harmon’s ashes be in Arlington. Let’s 
be clear. This does not take legislation. 
He has all the authority he needs to 
make that happen tonight. If he won’t 
do it, the Secretary of Defense can. If 
he won’t do it, then President Obama 
can. We should not wait another day, 
Mr. Secretary, Mr. President, before 
making the decision and calling on 
Elaine Harmon’s family and saying, ‘‘It 
is approved. Elaine can rest in peace in 
Arlington National Cemetery,’’ which 
is what she deserved and what she 
asked for. We should not be lingering 
another day. 

As we continue to call on the admin-
istration to do the right thing, we are 
not going to sit by idly. We have got 
our legislation introduced. We have got 
almost 80 cosponsors in the House. We 
have got a Senate version of the bill 
that was introduced today, led by Sen-
ator MIKULSKI and Senator ERNST, also 
a bipartisan bill. We are going to con-
tinue to push this forward to make this 
right for our heroes, these Women 
Airforce Service Pilots, these WASPs. 
It is the least that we could do for all 
they have done for us. 

The last thing I want to say before I 
close out is that this just seems to be 
a cruel irony and a cruel contradiction 
if you think about it. Just last month, 
the Pentagon announced that they are 
opening up, finally, all positions in the 
military to women. It has been a long 
road to get to that place. I have been a 
strong advocate for that happening for 
a very long time. 

We are a country that is about equal 
opportunity. We are a country that 
treats people as individuals. Our foun-
dations are based on not treating peo-
ple as a class. We should always, and in 
the military as well, pick the best man 
for the job, even if it is a woman. 

It has been a long haul to get over 
our biases as a country about what we 
think women as a whole group could or 
should do in service to our military. 
Gradually, positions have been opened. 
Gradually, women have continued to 
show that, when called, they will serve 
valiantly and with honor. They will 
fight and they will die, if needed, for 
our freedoms and our liberty. 

At the time that the Pentagon is 
opening up all positions to women in 
the military that they are qualified 
for, they are closing the doors to Ar-
lington for the pioneers who made that 
happen. That is a cruel hypocrisy and 
contradiction, and it needs to be made 
right tonight. 

So again, I call on the Secretary of 
the Army, Secretary of Defense, and 

the President—perhaps he could an-
nounce it in his speech tomorrow 
night—that one of the legacy things 
that we are going to do for our heroes, 
for our pioneers, for these amazing 
women, is to allow them to be laid to 
rest in Arlington National Cemetery. 
We owe it to them. They paved the way 
as trailblazers. We owe it to them to be 
able to rest alongside the other heroes 
and to be able to continue to educate 
the next generations about their leg-
acy. 

All I will say to the WASPs is: I have 
got your back. You had mine, and I 
have got yours now. It is the right 
thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

EGYPT TALKING POINTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and privilege to be recog-
nized to address you here on the floor 
of the House of Representatives. 

I thank the gentlewoman for yielding 
and for her presentation here tonight 
and the collection of people who came 
down to support her initiative and her 
agenda. 

I thank the men and women who 
have stepped up and put on the uniform 
and actually those, also, who have 
risked their lives who were not for-
mally wearing the uniform to defend 
our country. 

I am one who, I think you know, Mr. 
Speaker, has great reverence for our 
constitutional values and the pillars of 
American exceptionalism, the 
underpinnings that make this a great 
nation. One of the things that we have 
been able to do as a great nation is be 
able to inspire others. 

If we look around the world, there 
are those who think that the only 
thing that could happen that is good to 
somebody is if we just bring them into 
America and give them access to our 
welfare benefits and maybe they will 
become good Americans and all will be 
right with the world, but I don’t know 
if they have done the geography very 
well, Mr. Speaker, and recognize that 
we can do a lot more good by helping 
people where they are so that they can 
help themselves. 

One of the most important things we 
can do is not send the wealth of Amer-
ica over to give people money and food 
and housing. That goes on from time to 
time, and there is a good number of 
times it is very well justified. But the 
best thing we can do is inspire others 
to live and model after the freedom of 
the United States of America. Then 
they can help themselves, Mr. Speaker. 

I think of a time I sat down with sev-
eral Ambassadors to the United States 
from Israel. We had a meeting over 
here in a room just off the House floor. 
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They were explaining to me that they 
had adopted Hebrew as their official 
language. They did that, I believe, in 
1954. They formed their country in 1948. 

b 2000 

And I said: ‘‘Why did you establish an 
official language and why did you res-
urrect essentially a dead language’’— 
Hebrew—‘‘that had not been used in 
common discourse or business or poli-
tics’’—except for prayer—‘‘for 2,000 
years?’’ 

And they said they saw the success of 
the United States with the common 
language that we have. English is our 
common language. 

They wanted a common language for 
Israelis. They wanted something that 
would be unique, something that would 
bond and bind them together, because 
they had seen the successful model 
here. They were inspired by the suc-
cessful model of assimilation that 
came about because of a common lan-
guage. So they adopted Hebrew as their 
official language in Israel. 

I was quite impressed, Mr. Speaker. I 
was quite impressed that America 
would inspire a country that had all 
the world history to draw from, yet 
they look at the model we have here to 
make such a definitive thing as to 
bring back a language that had not 
been utilized in common discussion for 
2,000 years. 

I give you that example, Mr. Speak-
er, because I come here tonight and I 
want to talk about Egypt and how it is 
that the United States of America in-
spires people around the world in ways 
that we may not realize. 

I come to the floor tonight, Mr. 
Speaker, to commemorate and cele-
brate and give notice to and congratu-
late the Egyptian people. Yesterday 
they swore in and convened their par-
liament. That is Egypt’s first par-
liament in nearly 4 years. 

It is a great day for Egypt, and it is 
a great day for liberty worldwide. It is 
a great day for the United States to see 
that there are others around the world 
who are inspired by our system of a 
representative form of government. 

I extend my congratulations to Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and to the 
new speaker and drafter of Egypt’s 
Constitution, Ali Abdel-Al, but also to 
Mr. Moussa, whom I met with on at 
least two occasions as he chaired the 
committee to draft the Egyptian Con-
stitution. 

The citizens of Egypt have achieved 
an important foreign policy milestone, 
Mr. Speaker. Yesterday was that day. I 
was curious that they would convene 
on a Sunday. Only under extreme cir-
cumstances would we start our day 
here on a Sunday. 

However, Egypt is a Muslim country. 
It is about 95 percent Muslim—it has 
got a higher percentage of Christians 
than people might think—and they go 
to mosque on Friday. In fact, I learned 
that the Christians have their services 
on Friday as well. That way, Sunday is 
a workday. 

But, in any case, the short history 
and the most recent history of Egypt is 
really astonishing. I point out that it 
seems as though our administration 
has missed the importance of this. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I will just go 
through some of the history of Egypt 
as we commemorate and congratulate 
them for convening their Parliament 
now under a legitimized constitutional 
government of the sovereign nation- 
state of Egypt, a country that we need 
to expand and strengthen our relations 
with and a country that can be a cen-
tral player in stabilizing the insta-
bility all throughout the Middle East. 

It is important that Egypt be a sig-
nificant component of that effort that 
is going forward not just in this admin-
istration, but into the next administra-
tion and for a long time. 

Back in 1981, President Mubarak 
took power. He held power for 30 years. 
In that 30-year period of time, some 
people thought that he was a strong 
man and that he dealt harshly with 
some of his opposition that was there. 
It may be true. I am not here to defend 
President Mubarak. 

When President Obama took office, it 
was clear that he had a different view 
of President Mubarak than I have ex-
pressed here. He went to Cairo to give 
a speech in Egypt on June 4, 2009. 

And I remind the body, Mr. Speaker, 
that President Obama, then-Senator 
Obama and a candidate for President, 
in the spring of 2008 made a statement 
roughly similar to the fact he believed 
his middle name means something to 
the rest of the world. 

And when they recognize and see his 
middle name, they all know that he 
can communicate with them in a cer-
tain way that someone who doesn’t 
have that middle name doesn’t have 
that particular tool. 

And so shortly after that—being 
elected President and then armed with 
that conviction—President Obama 
traveled to Cairo, Egypt, and gave his 
speech on June 4, 2009, at Al-Azhar Uni-
versity in Cairo. 

Now, Al-Azhar University is essen-
tially the global center for Islamic 
thought. They have Islamic scholars 
there that are respected worldwide 
within the world of Islam. 

So to send a message to the Muslim 
world, there wasn’t a place that was 
more effective than going to Al-Azhar 
University to give his June 4, 2009, 
speech. 

It happens to be a fact, Mr. Speaker, 
that the seating arrangement was ar-
ranged, we have to presume, with the 
approval of President Obama. And who 
sat in the front row, Mr. Speaker? 

The leaders of the Muslim Brother-
hood were seated in the front row when 
President Obama gave his speech at Al- 
Azhar University. That sent a powerful 
signal to the Egyptian people, a signal 
that the President of the United States 
supports the Muslim Brotherhood. 

Now, I don’t bring this up as specula-
tion, Mr. Speaker. I bring it back to 
the floor of the Congress because I am 

speaking from hands-on, eye-to-eye ex-
perience in talking with the Egyptian 
people and some of their leadership and 
some of their press. 

They say to us: ‘‘Why does President 
Obama support the Muslim Brother-
hood?’’ That is a bit of a tough ques-
tion and is a hard one to rebut when 
they are seated in the front row at Al- 
Azhar University. 

Well, this brought about a significant 
amount of unrest. It contributed to the 
unrest, is probably a more reasonable 
way to describe this, Mr. Speaker. As 
the unrest grew in Egypt, we also heard 
messages coming out of the State De-
partment. 

For example, then-Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton made a statement very 
similar to: Mubarak needs to be gone 
yesterday. And so the push from the 
Obama administration, the push from 
the State Department, then-Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton, and others, 
began to put pressure on Mubarak. 

While this is going on, the Arab 
Spring erupted about January, Feb-
ruary 2011. Of course, it was multiple 
countries throughout the Middle East 
that had unrest. And there was signifi-
cant unrest in Egypt, as we know. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, the pressure built 
and the demonstrations that took 
place in Tahrir Square were intense. 
Some of them were violent. We saw on 
television the massive amounts of peo-
ple that were on the square and weren’t 
going to leave. 

With the trouble that was there, fi-
nally, on February 11, 2011, Mubarak 
stepped down. When he stepped down, 
that left a bit of a void that was still 
wrapped up in the chaos. 

During that chaos, there were pri-
marily Muslim Brotherhood activities 
consisting of mobs that were attacking 
Christian churches, attacking the 
Evangelical churches that are there, 
and attacking the Coptic Christian 
churches that are there. In fact, the 
persecution went on in multiple cities 
around Egypt. There were multiple 
churches that were burned and razed to 
the ground. Some were just gutted by 
fire. 

Well, in June 2012, Mohamed Morsi 
came to power. He is the face and the 
voice—and may still be—of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. As Morsi came to power, 
they began to see how the Muslim 
Brotherhood would rule Egypt. 

The protests died down for a while, 
and then they ramped back up again, 
Mr. Speaker and got worse and worse 
and worse and more intense. 

And so the protests accelerated up to 
January 25, 2013. There were many pro-
tests. Egypt was more or less very dif-
ficult to govern and rule because of the 
protests against Morsi and because of 
the way that Morsi had mishandled 
government and the way that the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, with their heavy 
hand, had worked against many of the 
Egyptian people. 

Morsi was the duly-elected President. 
And I believe the number was 4.6 mil-
lion Egyptians that came to the polls 
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out of 83 million Egyptians altogether. 
So it was a low percentage of turnout, 
but they saw him get elected. 

And then, as he essentially 
disempowered the legislature and 
disempowered the judicial branch of 
government, there was a democratic 
election for Morsi, an election one last 
time. The dictator had taken over, and 
the Egyptian people knew it. And they 
began to push back, Mr. Speaker. 

So the protests accelerated from Jan-
uary 25, 2013, on throughout that 
spring. And then, as we watched, there 
was a funeral at the main Coptic 
church in Cairo. The Muslim Brother-
hood mobs attacked the funeral and 
killed people. And so that is a brutal 
division within the society that took 
place. That was April 7, 2013. 

Throughout that summer, the Chris-
tian groups were gathering together, 
Mr. Speaker, and during that period of 
time they would have regular prayer 
meetings to pray that God would bring 
relief to Egypt and turn the country 
back over to the Egyptian people and 
let them govern their country and have 
their country back, take it away from 
Morsi. 

As I sat and listened to Pastor Mau-
rice, who leads a 4,000-member Evan-
gelical church in Egypt, as they were 
gathering for prayers on the night of 
June 29, he said to the other pastors 
who had been regularly coming to-
gether to pray: I am going to lead the 
prayer tonight. I am going to be in 
charge of the prayer tonight. 

So they agreed. They gathered to-
gether and Pastor Maurice offered this 
prayer. He said: God, we have been 
praying daily for relief from Egypt. I 
am tired of waiting. I don’t want to 
wait any longer. I want this relief to-
morrow.’’ It is the night of June 29, 
2013. ‘‘God, bring us this relief tomor-
row.’’ 

That was the eve of the relief that 
came. By June 30, the following day, 
the streets and every city began to fill 
in Egypt. Tahrir Square became full 
again. People poured into the streets of 
Egypt, and they poured into the streets 
on June 30, July 1, July 2, and July 3. 

The numbers of people in the streets 
in Egypt that came out to protest were 
estimated at 33 million people out of 83 
million Egyptians. Now, think of that. 
If we had that same percentage come 
out in the streets of America, we would 
have 125 million people in the streets of 
America, Mr. Speaker. 

It was a massive turnout in Egypt. 
And something had to happen. They 
pleaded with General el-Sisi: Will you 
take over in this country? We can’t 
take this any longer. We have got to 
have some leadership. We have got to 
have somebody in charge of our coun-
try, Egypt. 

General el-Sisi demurred. He said: 
No. I don’t want to do this. I don’t 
want to step in. Finally, by the 3rd of 
June, he relented and stepped in with 
the military to bring order in Tahrir 
Square. That turned out to be a move 
that stabilized Egypt. 

Shortly after that, they stabilized 
Egypt. They had more peace in the 
streets. There was still trouble. The 
Muslim Brotherhood was still attack-
ing people. 

There were still arrests of some of 
those who had been violent take place 
in the square that had been attacking 
people. But they installed an interim 
President and put some stability into 
the government. This is early July of 
2013. 

Myself and a couple of other Mem-
bers went to Egypt over the Labor Day 
break in September 2013. We met with 
the interim President in one meeting, 
in a different meeting with the Pope of 
the Coptic Church, in a separate meet-
ing then with General el-Sisi, and in a 
separate meeting with Mr. Moussa, 
who was the chairman of the com-
mittee that was writing a Constitu-
tion. 

I remember each of those meetings in 
a distinct way. The Coptic Pope said: 
We are praying for the people who are 
killing us. We are not going to be 
sucked into a civil war in Egypt. We 
are praying for them and are asking 
God to forgive them, which I thought 
was a very high level of faith that I 
don’t know that I could reach, Mr. 
Speaker. I was very impressed with the 
Coptic Pope. 

We met with Mr. Moussa, who de-
scribed the Constitution they were 
drafting, but he said it is up to the 
Egyptian people. They have got to rat-
ify it. 

And as we met with General el-Sisi, I 
recall asking him a series of questions: 
If this Constitution is ratified and a le-
gitimized civilian government takes 
charge in Egypt, will the military take 
orders from a civilian President or a ci-
vilian prime minister and a civilian 
parliament? 

He looked me in the eye and he said: 
Yes. The military will. 

So I didn’t know at the time—and I 
don’t think he knew at the time—that 
he would eventually become a can-
didate for President and actually be 
the one issuing the orders to the mili-
tary. But he has kept his word. 

As he promised to me and others 
promised to me, they would ratify a 
Constitution, they would elect a na-
tional leader or President, and once the 
Constitution was ratified and the 
President was elected, they would then 
have elections and seat a parliament or 
a legislative body. 

Within their Constitution they wrote 
the language that said, of the roughly 
100 churches that have been de-
stroyed—mostly by the Muslim Broth-
erhood—they would use Egyptian tax 
dollars to rebuild those churches. 

I am here tonight, Mr. Speaker, to 
say thank you to President el-Sisi of 
Egypt, thank you to Mr. Moussa and 
those others that worked on the Con-
stitution, and to congratulate the Par-
liament in Egypt that is now seated as 
of yesterday. Their country is put in 
place now so that the Egyptian people 
are finally in charge of their country 
again. 

b 2015 
And when I am asked why does our 

administration support the Muslim 
Brotherhood, I am going to continue to 
give the same answer: The American 
people support the Egyptian people. 
The Egyptian people don’t support the 
Muslim Brotherhood. They have proven 
that over and over again. The leader-
ship that the Egyptians have elected 
has proven that they have given their 
word, they have kept their word, they 
have performed in the fashion that 
they said. 

And as I have gone back now a couple 
of times since then, most recently last 
spring, in about March or April, at 
some significant expense, I might add, 
I remember sitting down with Presi-
dent el-Sisi, and he said a couple of 
things that I think that we should re-
member, and I believe he wanted me to 
convey them here on this floor, Mr. 
Speaker; and that is that, he gave a 
speech January 1 of last year at Al- 
Azhar University, in the center of Mus-
lim thought, and here is the message 
that he delivered. 

The message was this, he is asking a 
rhetorical question, and it was: Is it 
possible to accept the idea that the 
whole world must die so that Muslims 
can live? That is verbatim, Mr. Speak-
er. It is a rhetorical question. It is the 
most powerful rhetorical question that 
I believe that I have heard. 

And, of course, he rejected that idea. 
He understands that Muslims and 
Christians and Buddhists and atheists 
and agnostics and all the religions need 
to live on this world together, and he is 
looking for that kind of peace and sta-
bility, so that no religion is persecuted, 
no religion is being murdered while 
they are going to someone else’s fu-
neral, or their wedding. And that hap-
pened also in Egypt, Mr. Speaker. 

So I want to thank President el-Sisi 
for his commitment. And I would add, 
also, that he made another statement 
that I think we also need to think 
about, Mr. Speaker, and that is, he said 
they, speaking of the Muslim Brother-
hood, they are trying to establish and 
impose divine law on all the world. 

When he looked at me he realized it 
didn’t quite register, and he said, 
sharia law. They want to impose sharia 
law on the entire world. And he put his 
head down, almost between his knees, 
as he sat there, and shook his head in 
rejection. 

I am convinced we can work with 
this man. He is a dedicated Muslim 
who is a peaceful leader, who under-
stands this picture of the world the 
way it sets. 

When I look at the work that was 
done by Ataturk in Turkey, how he 
provided a bridge between the East and 
the West, and that has been drifting 
back a bit the other way under 
Erdogan, but I believe that President 
el-Sisi has the skill set, the convic-
tions, and the foundation to, one day, 
with the right kind of support, the sup-
port of the United States of America 
and the free world and the Middle East, 
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could become the Ataturk for the 
world to bring about that bridge be-
tween the Muslim world and the Chris-
tian world and the West. 

If we fail in that effort to do that 
outreach and tie these bonds together, 
these bonds that go back through his-
tory, a long ways back, Mr. Speaker, if 
we fail, then I am afraid there will be 
a tremendous amount of bloodshed. 

If we succeed, I believe we can elimi-
nate and forestall a significant amount 
of bloodshed and bridge over this divi-
sion that is coming at us. And he de-
serves and needs our help to defend 
himself from terrorists that are at-
tacking from all directions, from Sinai 
and everywhere else. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate your indul-
gence here tonight. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. JEFFRIES) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days to revise and 
extend their remarks and add any ex-
traneous material relevant to the sub-
ject matter of this discussion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, it is an 

honor and a privilege for me to rise 
today and to co-anchor, along with my 
distinguished colleague from the great 
State of Ohio, Representative JOYCE 
BEATTY, this CBC Special Order hour, 
this hour of power. 

Once again, we are privileged to take 
to the floor of the people’s House to 
discuss an issue that should be relevant 
to every Member of this institution on 
behalf of the 320 million-plus Ameri-
cans that we represent in this great 
country, and that is the gun violence 
epidemic. 

America has 5 percent of the world’s 
population, but 50 percent of the 
world’s guns. It is estimated that there 
are more than 300 million guns in cir-
culation throughout this country. So it 
seems to me reasonable that we would 
do everything possible to ensure that 
not a single one of those guns finds 
themselves in the hands of individuals 
who would do us harm. And that in 
many ways is what President Obama 
has done as it relates to his most re-
cent executive action. 

So today members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus will come to the 
House floor to discuss those executive 
actions, discuss the issue of gun vio-
lence, discuss the steps that we should 
be taking, here in this Chamber, in 
order to keep the people of America 
that we all collectively represent safe. 

It is now my honor and my privilege 
to yield to the gentlewoman from Ohio 

(Mrs. BEATTY), my classmate and my 
co-anchor for this CBC Special Order 
hour. I look forward to anchoring with 
her throughout the entire year. She 
has been a tremendous champion for 
working families, for the middle class, 
for small-business owners and, of 
course, for the young people who are 
ravaged in our communities all across 
this country by gun violence. 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening proud to stand with my 
Congressional Black Caucus Special 
Order hour co-anchor, Congressman 
JEFFRIES, from the Eighth Congres-
sional District of New York. 

Mr. JEFFRIES, it is my honor to stand 
here today as we undertake an urgent 
dialogue on how we, as elected Rep-
resentatives of the people, can work to-
gether to end gun violence. 

I look forward to engaging with Con-
gressman JEFFRIES and our Congres-
sional Black Caucus colleagues in 
scholarly debate on the issues plaguing 
African Americans, African American 
communities, and to develop solutions 
to the problems our constituents face. 

As the conscience of the Congress, 
the Congressional Black Caucus will 
remain on the forefront of issues that 
affect Black Americans in particular, 
and the Nation, in general. For to-
night, our anchor, Congressman 
JEFFRIES, has pointed out the CBC will 
continue to shed light on the epidemic 
of gun violence, standing our ground, 
ending gun violence in America. 

Mr. Speaker, last week we opened the 
Second Session of the 114th Congress. 
Four hundred thirty-five of us traveled 
back to Washington ready to serve our 
constituents and work for the better-
ment of our Nation. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, what-
ever spirit of bipartisanship may have 
been present at the end of 2015 as Re-
publicans and Democrats worked to-
gether on key pieces of legislation has 
disappeared at the precise time our Na-
tion is calling on Congress to pass com-
monsense legislation to keep guns out 
of the wrong hands. 

We find ourselves confronted with 
startling statistics that no Nation 
should endure. Let me just take a mo-
ment to share just a few. 

We know that the impact of gun vio-
lence affects every community and 
every congressional district. However, 
African American children and teens 
are 17 times more likely to die from 
gun homicide than White youth, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. 

While African Americans make up 15 
percent of youth in America, African 
Americans accounted for 45 percent of 
children and teen gun deaths in 2010. 

According to Everytown for Gun 
Safety, 88 Americans die every day 
from gun violence, Mr. Speaker. 
Roughly 50 percent of those killed are 
African American men, who comprise 
just 6 percent of the population. Homi-
cide is the primary cause of death 
among African Americans ages 15–24. 

Mr. Speaker, these numbers should 
be unthinkable, unimaginable, but 

they are the unfortunate reality in 
which African American communities 
live. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, whose legacy we honor next Mon-
day, he said: We find ourselves ‘‘con-
fronted with the fierce urgency of 
now.’’ And Mr. Speaker, it is now that 
our Nation is in an urgent crisis, yet 
we are trapped in congressional inac-
tion. Shameful. 

So our President decided he would 
not stand by idly while Congress did 
nothing to prevent another Newtown, 
another Charleston, other Tucson. 
With tears in his eyes, he reflected on 
the senseless killings caused by gun vi-
olence over the course of his adminis-
tration. President Obama announced 
new executive actions to confront the 
epidemic of gun violence in America. 

While mocked by some Republicans 
for showing emotion at the loss of so 
many lives, I am here to say I proudly 
stand with my President on the actions 
he has taken to prevent gun violence in 
America. 

These executive actions will save 
lives and make the country safer with-
out infringing on law-abiding individ-
uals’ rights to firearms. 

You will hear from our colleagues to-
night talking about the President’s ac-
tions. I look forward to continuing to 
work with my colleagues and to ad-
dress gun violence. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Thank you, Rep-
resentative BEATTY, for laying out the 
case in such an eloquent and compel-
ling fashion, and pointing out that, 
with respect to gun safety and gun vio-
lence prevention in America, it is long 
past time when we act with the fierce 
urgency of now. 

Tens of thousands of Americans have 
died as a result of gun violence since 
the moment you and I first set foot in 
this institution, and not a single thing 
has been done by the House of Rep-
resentatives to prevent those deaths. 
That is shameful, as you have pointed 
out, and we need a change of course. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT), the ranking member, lead 
Democrat on the House Education and 
the Workforce Committee, once, of 
course, chaired by the legendary Adam 
Clayton Powell, and Representative 
SCOTT has continued in that tremen-
dous visionary tradition. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to thank the gentleman from 
New York and the gentlewoman from 
Ohio for organizing tonight’s Special 
Order to focus on the toll that gun vio-
lence has taken on communities across 
America and, especially, the dispropor-
tionate impact it has had within com-
munities of color. 

Tonight’s conversation comes at an 
important time. On average, every day 
more than 30 people are killed by fire-
arms, many in mass murders. 

Now, rather than do what they say is 
celebrate the problem, I want to talk 
about solutions. Last Tuesday, the 
President announced the executive ac-
tions that his administration will take 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:38 Jan 12, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JA7.060 H11JAPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-24T11:18:40-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




