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Mr. DeBlass has used his expertise to
produce his own world champion students. He
has created a legacy of martial arts success in
his community and has given young athletes
the opportunity to develop and excel.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
proud to have Mr. Tom DeBlass as an in-
volved member of their community. It is my
honor to recognize both his personal athletic
accomplishments and his lasting contributions
to our community before the United State
House of Representatives.

———

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL
JAMES MONTGOMERY BREEDLOVE

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and sacrifice of Major
General James Montgomery Breedlove, who
passed away on January 9, 2016 in Lubbock,
Texas at the age of 93.

General Breedlove was a true American
hero who dedicated his life to serving our na-
tion. Upon graduating from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, N.Y., General
Breedlove attended pilot training at Randolph
Air Force Base, Texas. After completing pilot
training in 1948, General Breedlove married
his wife Mary Ann Gossett.

General Breedlove’s service in the Air Force
took him all across the United States, as well
as to England, Germany, Korea, Thailand, and
the Canal Zone.

In 1951, during the Korean War, General
Breedlove flew 39 combat missions and
served with the 601st Aircraft Control and
Warning Squadron at Kimpo as a controller.
General Breedlove went on to graduate from
the Imperial Defence College in London, and
in 1969, assumed command of the 388th Tac-
tical Fighter Wing at Korat Royal Thai Air
Force Base—flying 162 combat missions.

In 1970, General Breedlove assumed com-
mand of the 3500th Pilot Training Wing at
Reese Air Force Base in Lubbock, Texas. He
was promoted to Major General on May 1,
1973 and assumed command of the U.S. Air
Forces Southern Command in the Canal Zone
in 1974. In 1976, when the Tactical Air Com-
mand assumed responsibility for USAFSO, he
was appointed commander, U.S. Air Force
Southern Air Division of the Tactical Air Com-
mand and deputy commander in chief, U.S.
Southern Command.

General Breedlove’s military decorations
and awards include the Legion of Merit with
oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross,
Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal with nine oak
leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal
with oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Unit Cita-
tion Emblem, Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award Ribbon with oak leaf cluster, Republic
of Korea Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, and
the Royal Thai Supreme Command Forward
Master Badge.

General Breedlove leaves behind a proud
and distinguished legacy of military service.
His life’s work has made America a safer and
stronger nation for generations to come. | ask
all of my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring and re-
membering the life of this American patriot.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
PERNER FAMILY

HON. WILL HURD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Melissa Williams Perner
and Paul Christian Perner IV of Ozona, Texas
on the birth of their first-born son, Paul Chris-
tian Perner V. He was born on Thursday, De-
cember 24th, 2015, at 10:47 PM Central Time,
just in time to give his parents the best Christ-
mas present they could ever ask for. He was
born at the San Angelo Community Medical
Center, weighing 7 pounds, 2 ounces and was
20 inches long. His proud grandparents in-
clude Ginger and Paul Christian Perner Ill and
Allen and Susan Williams, who also live in
Ozona. This new addition to the Perner family
is sure to be a blessing to the entire Ozona,
Texas community. On behalf of the 23rd Con-
gressional District of Texas, congratulations to
Melissa and Paul Perner.

———

HONORING BARBARA A. BENNETT

ON HER RETIREMENT FROM
FEDERAL SERVICE AFTER 45
YEARS

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a tireless civil servant and a true Amer-
ican patriot, Ms. Barbara A. Bennett of Vir-
ginia.

Barbara retired on December 31, 2015, after
45 years of Federal service. Most recently,
Barbara served as Director of the Office of
Legislative Affairs at the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID). Those of us
who had the opportunity to work with her dur-
ing her long career witnessed first-hand Bar-
bara’s vast knowledge of foreign affairs and
international development, her understanding
of the detailed legislative processes, her un-
paralleled passion for the institution of Con-
gress, and her singular dedication to the mis-
sion of USAID in uplifting those around the
world from extreme poverty.

Arriving at USAID as a recent graduate of
the College of Mary Washington in the fall of
1970, Barbara steadily rose through the ranks
during her first 15 years at USAID while work-
ing on procurement, financial management,
and management support in the Office of the
Deputy Administrator.

In 1985, Barbara came to Capitol Hill to
work for my former colleague David Obey (D—
WI) during his tenure as Chairman of the
House Appropriations Committee’s  Sub-
committee on State-Foreign Operations. In
1988, Barbara returned to USAID and joined
the Bureau for Legislative Affairs, where she
served for 27 years prior to her retirement as
Office Director.

Barbara has left an indelible impression on
both the programmatic and management
realms of USAID as well as the broader for-
eign affairs interagency collaborative process.
Barbara’s hard work is evident in the Agency’s
adoption of innovative approaches to develop-
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ment financing, increased global health invest-
ments, efforts to combat international tuber-
culosis, implementation of the President's Ma-
laria Initiative, and the establishment of an
HIV/AIDS Working Capital Fund. These are
just some of the higher-profile issues to which
Ms. Bennett contributed considerable experi-
ence and expertise.

Barbara’s efforts have not only benefited re-
cipients of USAID’s investments abroad, but
generations of our Nation’s international devel-
opment leaders have profited from her guid-
ance and mentorship.

| urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Barbara for her service as she pur-
sues new opportunities in this new year.

A TRIBUTE TO VIOLET ANTISDEL

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Violet Antisdel on the cele-
bration of her 102nd birthday. Violet cele-
brated her birthday on December 24, 2015 in
Creston, lowa.

Our world has changed a great deal during
the course of Violet’s life. Since her birth, we
have revolutionized air travel and walked on
the moon. We have invented the television,
cellular phones, and the internet. We have
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall
of Soviet communism, and witnessed the birth
of new democracies. Violet has lived through
seventeen United States Presidents and twen-
ty-one Governors of lowa. In her lifetime, the
population of the United States has more than
tripled.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent Vio-
let in the United States Congress and it is my
pleasure to wish her a very happy 102nd birth-
day. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Violet for reaching this incred-
ible milestone and in wishing her nothing but
the best.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ORLANDO SCIENCE
CENTER

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize Orlando Science Center
as it celebrates 60 years.

Orlando Science Center has undergone
many transformations over the past 60 years.
In 1955, the Central Florida Museum, the
original namesake of the Orlando Science
Center, was officially chartered. The “museum
without walls” borrowed spaces in bank lob-
bies, clubs, and the public library to host ex-
hibits. Interest in the museum grew after the
arrival of the Glenn L. Martin Company, now
known as Lockheed Martin, sparking the Cen-
tral Florida community’s interest in science
and technology.

On July 2, 1960, the museum opened the
first planetarium in Florida. The planetarium
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was a technological feat in its day; NASA as-
tronauts used it for briefings. On March 23,
1970, the museum displayed a moon rock
brought back by the crew of Apollo 11. The
rock drew over 4,200 visitors making it the
museum’s largest single-day attendance to-
date. Over the past 60 years, Orlando Science
Center has achieved significant growth and
continues to inspire learning.

Today, Orlando Science Center hosts work-
shops to engage students in the Central Flor-
ida community. In partnership with Orlando
Utilities Commission, Project AWESOME
hosts STEM workshops for fifth grade stu-
dents in Central Florida. The in-classroom
workshops, focusing on renewable resources
and water conservation, immerse students in
real-life scenarios. Since 2010, Project AWE-
SOME has reached 48,779 fifth graders.
Sponsored by Siemens, Universal Studios,
Bright House Networks and Northrop Grum-
man, Destination STEM is an 18-week pro-
gram for middle school students focusing on
STEM disciplines and career paths. The
Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!), a
year-long program for middle and high school
students, teaches them the tools and skills
needed to start and manage their own busi-
ness. In partnership with Orlando, Inc., Or-
lando Science Center is the first and foremost
science center in the nation to facilitate such
a program.

On behalf of the people of Central Florida,
it is my pleasure to recognize and congratu-
late Orlando Science Center on this momen-
tous occasion. May their 60 years of dedica-
tion to inspire science learning in the class-
room and the community inspire many to fol-
low in their footsteps.
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RECOGNIZING GENERAL JOHN F.
KELLY FOR 45 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO THE U.S. MARINE CORPS

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a great American and fearless lead-
er of Marines—General John Kelly, who is re-
tiring this week after 42 years of honorable
service to this nation. Few officers can claim
General Kelly’s long list of accomplishments,
but that’s just a part of what he’s known for.
He’s also one of the savviest and most pro-
ficient officers among a very deep bench of
leaders within the American military. And be-
cause of his talents and acumen, he’s also
among the most respected.

| really got to know General Kelly during my
first Irag deployment in 2003. He had a rep-
utation as someone who was willing to get his
hands dirty, which isn't always true of many
officers at that level. Looking back at that de-
ployment, | am proud and honored to call
General Kelly a mentor, and | am especially
grateful that | was able to see up-close the
value and significance of true leadership.

General Kelly also has a way with words.
He can honor or even memorialize Marines in
one breath, and then motivate and inspire in
the next. In fact, in one of his many inspira-
tional moments, General Kelly eulogized two
Marines who died as a result of a suicide vehi-
cle. That speech, now known by the title “Six
Seconds to Live,” is widely cited by Marines,
military leaders and veterans alike, and exists
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as a testament to Marine combat ethos and
dedication to duty.

General Kelly also experienced an enor-
mous hardship of his own when his son, Ma-
rine First Lieutenant Robert Kelly, was killed in
action in Sangin, Afghanistan. We know, Mr.
Speaker, that there is no greater sacrifice a
Marine and his or her family can make—and
as a nation, we are forever grateful for such
a sacrifice. Some people might have walked
away from their military careers at that point,
but not General Kelly, whose oldest son is
also a Marine. The Kellys are a military fam-
ily—more importantly, they are Marine Corps
family, and service to the nation is in the Kelly
bloodline. General Kelly’s resolve and cour-
age, during the toughest of times, is a testa-
ment to his character, his strength and his
commitment to his nation and his family.

Mr. Speaker, the Marine Corps and the en-
tire nation benefited from General Kelly’s serv-
ice and his many contributions, from a com-
mander in Iraqg to the head of U.S. Southern
Command, where he’s closing out his career.
He leaves behind him a trail that he blazed
over 40-plus years—and | can tell you, Mr.
Speaker, there will continue to be many Ma-
rines who will aspire to walk down that same
path. He would have been a great Marine
Corps commandant, and he could have
served anywhere and done anything—without
limits. But as his Marine Corps career ends,
knowing General Kelly, he’ll be spending lots
of quality time with friends and family—and it's
time that's well deserved for his contributions
as one of my generation’s top military leaders.

To General Kelly, | say Semper Fi. Thank
you, on behalf of this entire institution and the
nation. We are grateful for your service.
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