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Last week, according to The Wall
Street Journal and numerous media
outlets, two refugees from Iraq were
arrested for making false statements
involving terrorism. These arrests took
place one in California and one in
Texas.

In the California arrest, one refugee
came to the U.S. in 2012 and subse-
quently traveled to Syria in November
2013. He bragged in social media posts
about fighting alongside terrorist
groups such as Ansar al-Islam. This
refugee returned to the U.S. a few
months later. When interviewed by the
FBI in October 2014, he denied being a
part of any extremist group and denied
providing materiel support to terror-
ists.

What we found in Texas is this. The
refugee was charged on three counts:
attempting to provide materiel support
to the Islamic State, procuring citizen-
ship or naturalization unlawfully, and
making false statements.

This is precisely why President
Obama’s plan to admit thousands of ad-
ditional Syrian refugees into the coun-
try at a time of heightened jihadist
threats and the San Bernardino mas-
sacre is beyond reckless and is dan-
gerous to our communities.

There is no way to vet the refugees
that are coming from Syria and Iraq
and verify that they are the person rep-
resented on the documents that they
carry. Are the documents false, or is
the person who they say they are or
someone else? It proves what many
have been saying for months about Is-
lamic extremists: they can and will ex-
ploit the refugee program.

These arrests showcase what is so
painfully obvious to the American peo-
ple: the President’s agenda is endan-
gering our national security, and it is
costing our hardworking taxpayers
millions of dollars.

Let me ask you a few questions:

Do you feel more or less safe than
you did 8 years ago?

Do you fear the attack of terrorism
in your community?

Do you question your safety when
you go to a public event?

How does the President’s foreign pol-
icy and our national security affect
where you work and where you live?

How can the administration be so
naive?

How can the administration continue
to put partisan politics over the safety
of the American people?

How can the administration contin-
ually refuse to name our enemy?

Yes, we are at war with radical Is-
lamic extremism. We must confront
the danger of radical extremism and
check the President’s irresponsible re-
settlement agenda.

I want to mention H.R. 4218. It is leg-
islation that I drafted and introduced
with Representatives BARLETTA,
DESJARLAIS, and LAMAR SMITH. Under
the bill, no funding would be made
available for refugee resettlement op-
erations until four conditions are met:

Number one, Congress passes a joint
resolution approving of the President’s
refugee resettlement plan;
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Number two, CBO provides a report
to Congress scoring the long-term cost
of the program;

Number three, DHS submits a report
identifying all terrorists and criminal
activity connected to refugees since
2001;

And number four, the President sub-
mits a report to Congress on the prior
yvear’s cost of admitting refugees and
proposes offset spending cuts to pay for
the resettlement program.

We must halt the President’s refugee
resettlement operations. It is simply
too dangerous, and we cannot afford
the risk to our Nation’s security.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BASS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, January is
Human Trafficking Month, and I rise
today to continue to be a voice for the
countless victims of human trafficking
in the United States.

If we, as Members of Congress, want
to truly address the sex trafficking epi-
demic, we must face the facts. We must
acknowledge and address the direct
link between children in the foster care
system and children who become vic-
tims of sex trafficking. For far too
many children, the foster care system
is an unwitting gateway to sex traf-
ficking. This is a nationwide issue that
requires a Federal response.

In 2010, 59 percent of the children ar-
rested on prostitution-related charges
in L.A. County were in the foster care
system. A 2007 report from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice found that 85 per-
cent of identified child sex trafficking
victims in New York State also had
contact with the child welfare system.
Further, according to the FBI, an esti-
mated 70 percent of child sex traf-
ficking victims in Florida had histories
with the child welfare system.

Children in the foster care system
are our children. When they fall victim
to trafficking, it means that all of us
have failed. To help all victims of traf-
ficking, including foster youth, we
must change our mindset on how we
address this horrific crime.

A child who cannot consent to sex
should never be called a prostitute. The
men who prey on them are not johns;
they are child molesters.

“T Ortiz Walker Pettigrew is a
former foster care youth who became a
sex trafficking victim. When she was 15
and still in foster care, ‘“T,” as she is
called, was arrested for prostitution.
While serving time in juvenile hall, she
discovered that more than half of the
girls serving with her were also
charged with solicitation and, like her,
forced to sell themselves.

She described her treatment in juve-
nile hall as how you would treat a dog
in a kennel. She was put in a box and
kept waiting. She was treated like a
criminal and did not receive any coun-
seling or support services. Because she
was punished and not helped, she was
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arrested again when she was 16 years
old, and she spent her 17th birthday in
juvenile hall.

I am grateful that she found the
strength and support to escape from
her pimp. She now uses her voice to ad-
vocate for sex trafficking victims and
to urge policymakers at all levels of
government to do our jobs to prevent
young girls from becoming sex traf-
ficking victims.

Because of actions from women like
“T,” local officials in Los Angeles have
changed their approach to addressing
this issue. They haven’t realized that
arresting the victims won’t solve the
problem.

Last year, L.A. County Sheriff Jim
McDonell announced that his depart-
ment will immediately stop arresting
children on prostitution charges. This
announcement was coupled by the L.A.
County Board of Supervisors adopting
a countywide effort to ensure that
child victims of sex trafficking are
truly treated as victims and receive
the support services they need instead
of punishment.

Last year, this Congress came to-
gether as Democrats and Republicans
to pass comprehensive human traf-
ficking legislation, but our work does
not end when the bill is signed. We
must also use our positions to urge
local officials in our districts to follow
the best practices used around the
country.

To truly make a difference this
Human Trafficking Awareness Month, I
urge all Members to reach out to their
local sheriffs and local elected officials
and urge them to learn from Los Ange-
les and begin treating sex trafficking
victims as victims. Although the legis-
lation is a great step forward, we
should also use the power of our voices
and our positions to ensure that more
girls get the help they need instead of
being treated as criminals.

————
CUBA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we get further away from December 17,
2014, the date that President Obama
announced his change in U.S. policy to-
ward Cuba, it has become apparent
that there could be no abusive or pro-
vocative act committed by the tyran-
nical Castro regime that the Obama ad-
ministration is not willing to overlook
or willing to excuse.

Even after the Cuban regime was
caught red-handed shipping surface-to-
air missiles, two MiG aircraft, and tons
of Cuban-made weapons and munitions
to North Korea in violation of several
U.N. Security Council resolutions, it
could not stop President Obama’s de-
sire to placate the Castros.

This and the most recent revelation
that the TUnited States Government
found out in June of 2014 that Cuba
managed to come into possession of a
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