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Slater that she would teach better if
she did not wear underwear. He asked
another graduate student to give
women pointers on oral sex techniques.

Dr. Slater himself admitted that he
gave an employee a vegetable-shaped
vibrator and that he frequently com-
mented to his employees and students
about the appearance of women.

My staff spoke with one female grad
student who was required to attend a
strip club in order to discuss her aca-
demic work with Dr. Slater. The
woman has since left the field of as-
tronomy.

The second female grad student told
us that, during a one-on-one work
meeting with Dr. Slater, he told her
that all of the other graduate students
had had sex at his house, that he had
video cameras, and asked when she
would join him to have sex there. She
transferred out of Dr. Slater’s lab, los-
ing years of work.

This is a significant reason as to why
women hold fewer than one-third of the
faculty positions in science and engi-
neering.

Dr. Slater has said he is now re-
formed, which may be the case, but his
actions, however lurid, are just symp-
toms of a larger problem of how to ef-
fectively deal with sexual harassment
in academia.

I agree with Dr. Meg Urry, the presi-
dent of the American Astronomical So-
ciety, who said: “In my view, this is
what it would take to move the needle:
severe and visible consequences for vio-
lating policies on harassment—and
they do have to be visible.”

That is why I plan to introduce legis-
lation to require universities to inform
other universities of the final results of
a disciplinary proceeding. When stu-
dents, faculty, or staff whose conduct
has violated title IX transfer to an-
other institution, the universities to
which they are moving should be aware
of their past conduct.

I encourage anyone who has experi-
enced sexual harassment in science,
whether it is related to this incident or
another, to call my office.

Students enter astronomy to study
the stars, not their professors’ sex
lives. It is time to stop pretending sex-
ual harassment in science happened a
long time ago in a galaxy far, far away.

————
BARBARA STOCKTON PERRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5
minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, on New
Year’s Day, we mourned the loss of a
great lady, Barbara Stockton Perry.
Today I rise to celebrate Barbara’s 89
years of life that she devoted to her
Christian faith, to her family, and to
her community.

Barbara was born on November 3,
1926, in the town of Franklin, which is
a small North Carolina mountain com-
munity that is tucked away under the
Great Smoky Mountains.
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Though the population was very
small, Barbara had a large personality
and a keen mind. She was the valedic-
torian of Franklin High School in 1943,
and she graduated cum laude from
Brenau College in 1947.
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She then went on to the University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hill School of
Law. She was the only woman in the
class of 1950, and she was a member of
the law review as well. This was classic
Barbara, distinguishing herself as a
highly intelligent woman who was not
afraid to break glass ceilings.

Barbara’s first position out of law
school was as assistant legal counsel to
the Belk Stores Corporation in Char-
lotte. Then, after marrying Warren
Perry in June of 1951, she moved to
Kinston, North Carolina, with him and
became a partner at Perry, Perry and
Perry law firm. There, she became in-
volved in the State bar and the local
bar and was named to the Board of
Governors of the North Carolina Bar
Association.

Community service was important to
Barbara. So throughout her life, she
donated her time and efforts to a long
list of organizations, including the
United Way, the North Carolina Sym-
phony, the Kinston Arts Council, the
Kinston-Lenoir County Bicentennial
Commission, and the Pride of Kinston
organization. A lifelong educational
advocate, Barbara also served on the
Board of Trustees of Parrot Academy,
Lenoir Community College, Brenau
University, and TUNC-Chapel Hill,
where she was elected to two terms on
the Board of Governors of the entire 16-
university UNC system.

In recognition of her contributions to
North Carolina, she was honored by
two North Carolina Governors, Jim
Holshouser and Pat McCrory. Both of
these Governors awarded her the Order
of the Long Leaf Pine. If ever anyone
instilled and fostered pride in the great
State of North Carolina, certainly it
was Barbara Stockton Perry.

Ever devoted to faith, Barbara served
for many years on the board of Angel
Ministries. She was a long-time mem-
ber of the Gordon Street Christian
Church and more recently joined the
Faith Fellowship Church.

While her contributions to her com-
munity are beyond measure, Barbara’s
true joy was her family. She lost the
love of her life, Warren, in 2003, but
theirs was a life filled with adventure.
By all accounts, they traveled the
world together and shared a dance on
all seven continents. At home, this ex-
traordinary lady was known to her
family simply as Mama Perry. She was
happiest when she was surrounded by
her children, grandchildren, and ex-
tended family.

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to con-
dense the life of this truly remarkable
woman into a few short minutes. I will
close in saying that I was honored and
privileged to know her, and I give
thanks to Barbara Perry for devoting
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her life to her family, her community,
and her faith. She will be missed be-
yond measure. May God always bless
her.

——————

STATE OF THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY. Mr.
Speaker, last Friday, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics released the monthly
jobs report for December. It was an-
other in a long, uninterrupted string of
good reports. The report showed that
the economy gained 292,000 private sec-
tor jobs last month and that the unem-
ployment rate fell to 5 percent.

During 2015, the economy added near-
ly 2.7 million jobs. Nevertheless, many
of my colleagues across the aisle con-
tinue to talk as if the recovery under
President Obama has been lackluster.
They seem to forget the economic
meltdown that occurred under the
leadership of the prior administration.
But the millions of Americans who lost
their homes, their jobs, they haven’t
forgotten.

Let’s look at how far we have come
in the period after President Bush left
office. The truth is, the record is pretty
impressive. First, a reminder of where
we started. Back in January of 2009,
when President Bush left office and
President Obama was sworn in, the
economy shed nearly 820,000 private
sector jobs in January in 1 month
alone. As former Fed Chairman Ben
Bernanke described it, we were facing
the worst financial crisis in global his-
tory, including the Great Depression.

Between the end of 2007 and the sec-
ond quarter of 2009, real GDP fell by 4.2
percent. Around $17 trillion in house-
hold wealth evaporated during the
Great Recession. To put that number
in some perspective, $17 trillion is
about equal to our entire gross domes-
tic product, the sum total of all the
goods and services produced by the en-
tire economy of the United States for
all of 2014. That is a great deal of
money to lose. In fact, it would be al-
most enough to pay off our entire na-
tional debt.

In July of 2009, there were about
seven unemployed workers for every
single job opening in the country,
meaning that no matter how hard most
unemployed people tried to get a job,
six out of every seven of them were
going to be just out of luck. You may
recall that back then our colleagues
across the aisle were adamantly op-
posed to extending jobless benefits.

By October of 2009, the unemploy-
ment rate had reached 10 percent.
Housing prices were falling. Lending
was frozen. The stock market had
cratered. Businesses were failing. Peo-
ple all over the country were losing
their jobs, their homes, their savings,
and their hopes. It was a pretty ter-
rible time for millions of Americans.
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Now, much has changed. 2014 and 2015
were the strongest 2 years of job cre-
ation since 1998 to 2000, when Bill Clin-
ton was President. The private sector
is powering the economy forward. Our
businesses have added 14 million jobs
over a record 70 consecutive months of
job growth. Wages have finally begun
to rise. Nominal average hourly earn-
ings for all private employees have now
risen 2.5 percent over the past year.
The ratio of unemployment seekers to
job openings has fallen from 7 to 1 to
1.5 to 1. That is about the lowest this
ratio has been since early 2007.

Since the start of the Obama admin-
istration, our real GDP has increased
by 14 percent. The U.S. auto industry,
which was on death’s door when Presi-
dent Obama took office, is now
healthy, thriving, and enjoyed record
sales in 2015. Our auto industry is now
exporting and creating even more jobs.
0Oil and gas prices are low. Mortgage
rates remain low. Inflation is simply
not a factor. The dollar is strong, and
housing prices are back up to where
they were in 2007.

All of this recovery was not an acci-
dent, not a stroke of good luck. Things
certainly would have been quite dif-
ferent if we had only listened to the
counsel of our colleagues across the
aisle. They vehemently opposed efforts
taken by the Obama administration to
stimulate the economy, and they op-
posed actions by the Federal Reserve
that turned out to be very critically
important.

What would have happened without
these actions by the Federal Reserve
and the Democrats in Congress? The
recession would have lasted twice as
long, according to a recent study by
highly respected economists Alan
Blinder and Mark Zandi. The Blinder-
Zandi study found that without these
actions, the unemployment rate would
have reached nearly 16 percent, and we
would have lost twice as many jobs,
more than 17 million. It is a bit scary
to even think about.

So the facts show that we have had a
very strong recovery. Are we done? Ab-
solutely not. There is much more work
to do to ensure the recovery reaches
everyone. Big challenges remain. Many
families are struggling to make ends
meet, to make the mortgage payment,
to save for their children’s education.
We need faster wage growth, accessible
child care, and higher education that is
affordable to all families. It is time to
pass comprehensive immigration re-
form and to protect Americans from
gun violence.

I am excited about the opportunity
to make real progress on these issues
this year, and I look forward to work-
ing in a bipartisan way to continue to
focus on the challenges facing middle
class families.

——
PRO-LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, the
Declaration of Independence contains a
passage that every student in America
learns at an early age. It explains that
each of us are endowed by our Creator
with certain inalienable rights, chief
among them the right to life. This
highlights and reminds us just how
much our Founders valued the right to
life.

As an elected Representative, the
words in our Declaration that follow
are equally compelling: To secure these
rights, governments are instituted
among men. How often we forget that
government exists first and foremost
to secure the right to life.

Now, this is an immense responsi-
bility, one that I take very seriously,
because one of the highest honors I
have in representing the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Texas is defend-
ing the most vulnerable among us, our
unborn children. I am proud to have a
voting record that reflects my unwav-
ering commitment to protecting un-
born life and ending taxpayer funding
of abortion.

I will also be the first to tell you that
legislators represent only one piece of
the puzzle in the ongoing and vital ef-
fort to promote a culture of life. There
are literally thousands of unsung pro-
life heroes in the Fourth Congressional
District of Texas, whose effort to pro-
mote a culture of life are not about
gaining recognition or notoriety, but
are simply rooted in an abiding sense
of protecting the inalienable right to
life, which our Founding Fathers spoke
of.

I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize a few of these pro-life he-
roes in my district, people like Melanie
Grammar and Deborah Butts with the
Texas Federation of Republican
Women; Michelle Smith and Ann
Hettinger in Rockwall, Texas; Chip
Adami at the True Options Pregnancy
Center in Sherman; Mason Randall and
Robin Stevenson at Lake Pointe
Church Adoption Ministry; Kristie
Wright at the First Choice Pregnancy
Resource Center in Texarkana; Threesa
Sadler and Tim Stainback at the Raffa
Center in Greenville; Joanne Vuckovic
at the Rockwall Pregnancy Resource
Center; and the great folks at both the
Paris and Fannin Pregnancy Care Cen-
ters.

The dedication of individuals like
these and thousands of others across
the Fourth Congressional District of
Texas is appreciated, it is necessary,
and it certainly does not go unnoticed.
Thank you all for your commitment to
protecting the incredibly important
cause of life.

—————

BILL TO COMPREHENSIVELY AD-
DRESS COMPACT IMPACT IN AF-
FECTED JURISDICTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today
I introduced legislation that will help
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address the impact of the Compact of
Free Association—these are the Pacific
Islands—on affected jurisdictions like
Guam and the State of Hawaii.

I continue to support the intent of
the Compact, and I do understand the
benefits that these agreements have for
our Nation and our security. However,
the costs borne by our local govern-
ments amount to millions of dollars for
providing social services to Compact
migrants are unsustainable, and Con-
gress must act to provide relief for af-
fected jurisdictions who have spent
millions of local funds to support the
Compact and the migrants.

COFA migrants make positive con-
tributions to our community, but in-
sufficient support from the Federal
Government causes a significant socio-
economic strain on our island commu-
nities. This strain only increases, espe-
cially with uncertain economic condi-
tions in the Freely Associated States,
as well as the impact climate change is
having on Pacific Island nations.

The bill I am introducing, as well as
proposals that I have made in the past,
will provide relief and empower local
jurisdictions with solutions to reduce
the burden of the Compact.

The best solution to Compact impact
would be an increase in annual manda-
tory funding from the current $30 mil-
lion to the $185 million recommended
by the GAO. However, the current
budget environment makes appro-
priating this very difficult.

Nonetheless, I am proud to also co-
sponsor another bill, a bill introduced
by Congressman TAKAI of the State of
Hawaii, that would increase this an-
nual appropriation, and I hope that we
can at least have a debate on this
measure.

However, as we work to find long-
term solutions to Compact impact, I
believe that there are important and
innovative fixes that would provide
much-needed relief to our local govern-
ments without much cost to taxpayers.

Now, this approach is a more budget-
friendly way to address this challenge.
The bill’s provisions address four areas
to reduce the burden.
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First, my bill would permit the af-
fected jurisdictions to use the amount
that they have spent to provide social
services to COFA migrants toward the
non-Federal portion of providing Med-
icaid to their local residents. The bill
proposes a new formula that would in-
crease the Federal medical assistance
percentage for each of the affected ju-
risdictions, and this would go a long
way toward alleviating the burden on
affected jurisdictions by increasing the
percentage assistance provided by the
Federal Government for Medicaid.

Secondly, the bill would categorize
elementary and secondary education-
aged COFA students as federally con-
nected students and make them eligi-
ble for Impact Aid. I understand the
fiscal challenges that the Impact Aid
community faces, and I am committed
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