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have made our nation better, we honor also
those who have and are making a difference
in their local communities.

In my home city of Houston, there are nu-
merous great men and women. They are great
because they have heeded the counsel of Dr.
King who said:

“Everybody can be great because anybody
can serve. You only need a heart full of grace.
A soul generated by love.”

By that measure, | wish to pay tribute to
some of the great men and women of Hous-
ton:

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

F.N. Williams, Sr.

Dr. S.J. Gilbert, Sr.

Crawford W. Kimble

Eldridge Stanley Branch

Rev. William A. Lawson

Rev. Johnnie Jeffery “J.J.” Robeson
. Mr. El Franco Lee

. Mr. John Brand

. Ms. Ruby Moseley

10. Ms. Dorothy Hubbard

11. Ms. Doris Hubbard

12. Ms. Willie Bell Boone

13. Ms. Holly HogoBrooks

14. Mr. Deloyd Parker

15. Ms. Lenora “Doll” Carter

As we celebrate Black History Month, let us
pay tribute to those who have come before us,
and pay forward to future generations by ad-
dressing what is the number one issue for Af-
rican American families, and all American fam-
ilies today: preserving the American promise
of economic opportunity for all.

Our immediate focus must be job creation,
and enacting legislation that will foster and lay
the foundation for today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
eration of groundbreaking activists, leaders,
scientists, writers and artists to continue con-
tributing to the greatness of America.

We must work to get Americans back to
work.

We must continue to preserve the American
Dream for all.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to stand here in
celebration of the heroic and historic acts of
African Americans and their indispensable
contributions to this great Nation.

It is through our work in creating possibilities
for today and future generations that we best
honor the accomplishments and legacy of our
predecessors.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, when President Barack Obama
delivered his final State of the Union address
last month, he highlighted the resilience and
determination of the American people. The
President touted notable achievements in sci-
entific advancement, greater transparency
throughout our political system, and a stronger
and more equitable economy as evidence
pointing to the strength of our Nation.

For context, in the final month of President
George W. Bush’s presidency, the economy
was in free fall. The private sector lost nearly
820,000 jobs in the final month of President
Bush’s presidency alone and unemployment
peaked at around 10 percent in the midst of
the Great Recession. Today, the economy has
added 14.1 million jobs over 70 consecutive
months of private-sector job growth, house-
hold wealth has increased by more than $30
trillion, and average home prices have recov-
ered to pre-recession levels under President
Obama’s Administration. However, economic
indicators are not the only method for deter-
mining the true state of our union.
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As we celebrate Black History Month in
February, it is timely to consider how other
great leaders from our past would perceive the
state of our union today. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. is one such leader who envisioned a
greater future for our Nation in the face of un-
speakable discrimination and intolerance. In
his famous “I Have a Dream” speech deliv-
ered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
D.C., Dr. King laid out his vision of our country
where all men are created equal and where
freedom must ring if America is to be a great
nation.

Today, those principles ring true. We have
made great progress as a nation to move
away from the darkest moments of our past.
Yet, there is still much work to be done. We
have witnessed continued efforts to disenfran-
chise select groups of voters by gutting the
Voting Rights Act and persistent racial tension
between law enforcement and the commu-
nities they are sworn to protect. It is a con-
stant struggle that afflicts communities all
across the United States and suggests that
more work needs to be done if we are to
achieve Dr. King’s dream.

Mr. Speaker, the freedoms we enjoy in the
United States are not absolute. The principles
and values that define our Nation are con-
stantly challenged and ever-evolving. Dr. King
had a distinct vision for the future of our Na-
tion and his legacy can help guide our deci-
sions moving into the future so that we can
avoid making the same mistakes of our past.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, each February
our nation takes time to reflect on the count-
less contributions African Americans have
made to this country’s history. We celebrate
innovators like Ohio District 11’'s own
Langston Hughes, pioneers like astronaut Mae
Jamison, as well as political and civil rights
leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Black History Month represents inclusion
and innovation. It promotes America at its
best. For in this month, we appreciate our col-
lective strength and recognize the diversity of
each and every patriot.

America is a country of immigrants, and our
power lies in our differences. To quote Dr.
King, “We may have all come on different
ships, but we’re in the same boat now.”

No matter how we arrived, every American
should have access to the same opportunity.
Every individual should be able to reach his or
her own potential and succeed in the home of
the free and the land of the brave.

Unfortunately, many do not have equitable
access to opportunity. This is why the Con-
gressional Black Caucus stands today.

Despite the contributions and sacrifice of Af-
rican Americans, many still suffer from the ef-
fects of historic injustice and prejudice. We are
almost three times more likely to live in pov-
erty than Whites, and six times more likely to
be put in jail. Our unemployment rate is nearly
two times the rates of Whites. When we do
find work, we make less than our White coun-
terparts.

As Black America reflects on its current situ-
ation, many tend to ask questions such as,
“What would Dr. King do?” or “How would the
civil rights leaders of the past address the
issues of the present?”

If Dr. King was alive today, | believe he
would certainly be proud of who we are. But
he would also say that we must commit our-
selves to moving forward together as one peo-
ple and one nation.

H429

It is time we “fix our politics.” Not just in
Washington, but everywhere.

As President Barack Obama stated recently,
“We are in a time of extraordinary change.”
The Members of this House have the oppor-
tunity to pass policies that reverse years of
bigotry and injustice and level the playing field
for all.

This Black History Month, | urge my Con-
gressional colleagues to celebrate through leg-
islative action. Develop a new formula to en-
sure the right to vote for all Americans. Reau-
thorize the Higher Education Act to help more
kids go to college. Combat harsh sentencing
through criminal justice reform.

These actions won't just honor a race of
people. They will further the hope and success
of an entire nation.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. JoDY B. HICE of Georgia (at the
request of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today
and February 2 on account of a family
emergency.

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of of-
ficial business.

——————

EXPENDITURES BY THE OFFICE
OF GENERAL COUNSEL UNDER
HOUSE RESOLUTION 676, 113TH
CONGRESS

COMMITTEE ON HOUSE
ADMINISTRATION,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 29, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
3(b) of H. Res. 676 of the 113th Congress, as
continued by section 3(f)(2) of H. Res. 5 of the
114th Congress, I write with the following en-
closure which is a statement of the aggre-
gate amount expended on outside counsel
and other experts on any civil action author-
ized by H. Res. 676.

Sincerely,
CANDICE S. MILLER,
Chairman.

AGGREGATE AMOUNT EXPENDED ON OUTSIDE COUNSEL
OR OTHER EXPERTS
[H. Res. 676]

July 1-September 30, 2014
October 1-December 31, 2014
January 1-March 31, 2015
April 1, 2015-June 30, 201
July 1-September 30, 2015 21,000.00
October 1-December 31, 2015 .......ovvveerveereerreeeee e 45,707.67

Total 189,497.67

$42,875.00
50,000.00
29,915.00

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 27 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, February 2, 2016, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
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