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sure folks have an opportunity to
weigh in and vote on amendments that
are important to them. I think we have
a good series here that we will an-
nounce.

It is our hope that as we move to
vote on these amendments, we will also
continue the good work we have done
to try to advance some other measures
that will be able to go by voice votes,
and we will be working on those
throughout the day.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that it be in order to call up
the following amendments: No. 3182,
Rounds, as modified; No. 3030, Barrasso;
No. 2996, Sullivan; No. 3176, Schatz; No.
3095, Durbin; and No. 3125, Whitehouse;
that following the disposition of the
Franken amendment No. 3115, the Sen-
ate proceed to vote in relation to the
above amendments in the order listed
with no second-degree amendments in
order prior to the votes; that a 60-vote
affirmative threshold be required for
adoption; and that there be 2 minutes
of debate equally divided prior to each
vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
I would note that there will now be a
series of eight votes when we com-
mence at 2:30 this afternoon, and recog-
nizing that there are committees meet-
ing and other Senate business going on,
we would hope to be able to process
these votes relatively efficiently, re-
specting that 10-minute vote param-
eter, so that we can move through
them in a manner that respects others’
schedules.

With that, Madam President, I yield
the floor.

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:49 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN).

———
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 2:30
p.m. will be equally divided in the
usual form.

The Senator from Arizona.

AMENDMENT NO. 3023

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of Lee amendment No.
3023, which places commonsense limi-
tations on the ability of the executive
branch to unilaterally lock up large
swaths of public land. Specifically, the
amendment provides Congress and the
applicable State legislatures a 3-year
window to approve Presidentially de-
clared national monuments, ensuring
that land use decisions finally have the
input from the impacted States.

Arizona knows all too well the effects
of restrictive Federal land designa-
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tions. Like most Western States, a sig-
nificant portion of Arizona is under
Federal ownership. Arizona leads the
Nation with a total of 21 national
parks and monuments. Like most, our
Federal land is a mix of single-purpose
lands set aside for recreation and mul-
tiple-use lands providing opportunities
for grazing, mining, and timber produc-
tion. The ability to use these lands for
multiple purposes is critical; however,
a national monument designation can
take away that opportunity with one
stroke of the President’s pen.

It is also worth noting that a monu-
ment designation has the potential to
change the character of the water
rights associated with Federal lands—
an outcome I am working to prevent
with separate stand-alone legislation.

There is a real concern that the
President will take unilateral action to
increase the Federal Government’s
ownership of Federal lands. In fact, one
recent proposal would lock up another
1.7 million acres right in Arizona to
create yet another national monument.
That is an area larger than the entire
State of Delaware. The negative im-
pact of such a land grab would likely
extend to activities such as hunting,
livestock grazing, wildfire prevention,
mining, and other recreation activities.
Last March Senator McCAIN and I sent
a letter to the President urging him to
not unilaterally pursue this monument
designation. This sentiment is echoed
by a large number of individuals
throughout Arizona, including State
and local officials, several municipali-
ties, and a wide range of sportsmen’s
groups.

The Lee amendment would give these
stakeholders a voice in the monument
designation process, and I am happy to
be a cosponsor and to support this
amendment on the floor today.

I also look forward to considering
several amendments I have submitted
on this legislation as well regarding
safeguarding hydropower production,
reimbursing national parks after a gov-
ernment shutdown occurs, and creating
a database to increase transparency for
WAPA customers.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, we
are about to vote shortly on the Lee
amendment.

I rise to speak in opposition to that
amendment and to remind my col-
leagues that this is a vote that we took
around the same time last year.

The Antiquities Act is one of our Na-
tion’s most successful conservation
laws. It was signed into law in 1906 and
used by President Theodore Roosevelt
to designate Devils Tower in Wyoming
as its first national monument.
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In the 110 years since its enactment,
the Antiquities Act has been used by 16
different Presidents—8 Republicans, 8
Democrats—to designate more than 140
national monuments, including the
San Juan Islands and the Hanford
Reach in the State of Washington.
Nearly half of our national parks, in-
cluding national icons, such as the
Grand Canyon and Olympic National
Park, were designated as mnational
monuments under the Antiquities Act.
However, the amendment of the Sen-
ator from Utah would effectively end
the President’s ability to use the An-
tiquities Act to protect these threat-
ened lands. His amendment requires
that the national monument designa-
tion will expire after 3 years unless
Congress enacts a law specifically ap-
proving the designation, and the State
in which the monument would be lo-
cated would also have to approve the
designation. So this amendment re-
quires State and Federal approval over
a Federal land designation, which is
unprecedented, giving away Federal
land management responsibilities to
States and a veto over these conserva-
tion efforts.

I hope that, as my colleagues look at
this first vote, they will oppose this
amendment. As I said, I strongly do,
and I hope our colleagues will look at
their past record on this as well, be-
cause I am pretty sure we are all on
record on our side in opposition to this
amendment in the past.

With that, I know we are probably
ready to proceed to the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in support of my amendment No.
3023.

The purpose of this amendment is
simple—to put in the hands of the peo-
ple the right to decide whether a monu-
ment close to them will be designated.
My amendment would leave intact the
President’s authority to designate a
monument such that we could protect
land from imminent destruction, but it
puts a fuse on that. It puts a finite
limit on that authority so that within
3 years that monument designation
would expire unless both the host State
has acted to embrace it and Congress
has affirmatively enacted the monu-
ment designation into law.

The American people demand and de-
serve nothing less than to have deci-
sions such as these put in the hands of
their elected representatives rather
than simply handed over to one single
official who doesn’t stand accountable
to the American people.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to amendment
No. 3023.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.
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