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Louisville. In 1992, their son Ryan was diag-
nosed with the then terminal genetic disease
Mucopolysaccharidosis (MPS Type 1). Shortly
after learning of this diagnosis, Mark founded
The Ryan Foundation to raise funds for devel-
oping treatments for the disease. The Dant
family’s first fundraising effort, a bake sale,
netted $342. The foundation has come a very
long way since that first bake sale, much to
the tenacious determination of Mark Dant. Mil-
lions of research dollars over the years have
been donated to scientists searching for treat-
ments to help those afflicted with the various
forms of MPS. The Ryan Foundation’s efforts
spearheaded the funding for the first MPS En-
zyme Replacement Therapy—Aldurazyme.
Ryan Dant is the longest treated person in the
world on Aldurazyme, which to date is ap-
proved to treat children with MPS in more than
75 countries. What all started as a bake sale
in Carrollton has blossomed into helping chil-
dren with a previously untreatable disease all
around the world.

To help support the tireless efforts of the
Dant family and the countless individuals, | in-
troduced the Ryan Dant Health Care Oppor-
tunity Act, H.R. 1441 in the 111th Congress.
Much to the hard work of Mark Dant and his
family, this legislation achieved over fifty bipar-
tisan cosponsors. Mark’s advocacy for individ-
uals afflicted by rare diseases will not cease
anytime soon—he is expanding upon the initial
volunteer efforts of a heartfelt concerned fa-
ther many years ago, and will now serve as
the Executive Director of the National MPS
Society in Durham, North Carolina. | can think
of no one better suited or well qualified for this
position than Mark. Though the people of
Carrollton are losing one of their finest public
servants, countless affected individuals will
now have the best person they could ever ask
for leading the efforts in developing treatments
and awareness for MPS.

| ask for all of my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Mark Dant on his well-earned
retirement from the Carrollton Police Depart-
ment. | wish Mark, and the Dant family much
new success with the National MPS Society.

——————

HONORING POLICE SERGEANT
STEVEN HENDERSON ON THE OC-
CASION OF HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE HAMPTON POLICE DE-
PARTMENT AFTER 30 YEARS IN
LAW ENFORCEMENT

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Sgt. Steven
Henderson on his retirement after 30 years of
service with the Hampton Police Department,
and thank him for the outstanding work he did
during his career.

Sgt. Henderson’s continuous progression
within the law enforcement ranks during his
time exemplifies his intelligence, positive atti-
tude, and commitment to protecting and serv-
ing his community with the utmost profes-
sionalism. It's clear that Sgt. Henderson
leaves an example of strong leadership and
compassion for others to emulate in his wake.

It is with great admiration that | congratulate
Sgt. Henderson on his retirement, and wish
him the best on all future endeavors.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

H.R. 1675, THE CAPITAL MARKETS
IMPROVEMENTS ACT AND H.R.
766, THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
CUSTOMER PROTECTIONS ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this week,
| voted against H.R. 1675, the Capital Markets
Improvements Act and H.R. 766, the Financial
Institution Customer Protections Act—both
missed opportunities to garner the strong bi-
partisan consensus needed to appropriately
refine our nation’s financial oversight rules.

While | am sympathetic to concerns of small
businesses, and remain ready to work with my
Republican colleagues to address those con-
cerns, | continue to support strong, targeted
oversight of our financial markets. Strong con-
sumer and market protection regulations, ad-
ministered by the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), are needed to prevent the
risky practices that badly damaged our econ-
omy during the Great Recession. These rules
are also necessary to put a stop to the preda-
tory lending practices and financial gimmickry
that wreaked havoc on the economic security
of Oregon’s working families.

These two bills exemplify the Republican
leadership’s unwillingness to work with Demo-
crats to strengthen our nation’s financial over-
sight. It is clear that these bills were unneces-
sarily partisan, making them unpalatable in the
Senate and veto targets for President Obama.
While there are elements of H.R. 1675 that |
have voted for in the past and continue to
support, the bill that was brought to the floor
yesterday included poison pills, like requiring a
review and full commission vote on every
major rule every 10 years under full Adminis-
trative Procedure Act-style requirements would
severely hinder the SEC’s ability to monitor
markets and protect investors. The vast major-
ity of Democrats rejected a similar proposal in
the previous Congress. Today, the Financial
Services Committee leadership forced a par-
tisan vote on H.R. 766 by including provisions
that would restrict the ability of government
watchdogs to investigate and hold accountable
those who perpetrate financial wrong-doing.

Appropriate financial rules should protect
American families and the broader economy
without being unduly burdensome to small
businesses and innovative entrepreneurs.
When the Administration misses this mark, it
is my hope that Congress can work in a con-
structive, bipartisan manner to refine regula-
tions, tailoring them to strike an appropriate
balance between business and consumer
needs. Unfortunately, this week’s efforts fail to
meet that standard.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on February 3,
2016, | was unable to be present to cast my
vote on the Carolyn B. Maloney of New York
amendment to H.R. 1675. Had | been present
for rollcall No. 59, | would have voted “AYE.”

February 4, 2016

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF COMMANDER AXEL W. SPENS

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Commander Axel W.
Spens’s retirement and twenty-two years of
service in the United States Navy.

Commander Spens is a native of Morgan-
town, West Virginia, and most recently served
as the commanding officer of Naval Recruiting
District (NRD) Atlanta. He graduated in 1994
from David Lipscomb University in Nashville,
Tennessee, with a degree in American Studies
and he received his commission in the U.S.
Navy from Vanderbilt University NROTC. In
1993, he was recognized as a NAIA Academic
All-American athlete in cross country. In 2000,
he received a Master of Public Administration
degree from Valdosta State University.

Commander Spens completed submarine
training at Naval Nuclear Power School in Or-
lando, Florida, Nuclear Power Training Unit in
Charleston, South Carolina, and the officer
basic course in Groton, Connecticut. He
served as a division officer in USS West Vir-
ginia in Kings Bay, Georgia, as the Navigator
in USS Florida in Bangor, Washington, and
the Combat Systems Officer in both USS
Newport News in Norfolk, Virginia, as well as
in USS La Jolla in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. His
most recent sea assignment was as the exec-
utive officer on USS Cheyenne in Hawaii. He
has completed two Mediterranean deploy-
ments, two Western Pacific deployments and
seven strategic patrols.

Commander Spens has also served as an
instructor and class director at the Naval Nu-
clear Power School in Charleston, South
Carolina, at the Bureau of Naval Personnel in
Millington, Tennessee, the operations officer at
Submarine Squadron One at Pearl Harbor,
and as a Navy Legislative Fellow on the per-
sonal staff of Congressman Jack Kingston. His
most recent assignment was on the Navy Staff
as the Executive Assistant for the Director of
Undersea Warfare.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
Commander Axel Spens and to celebrate his
many years of hard work and dedication to the
United States Navy.

————

HONORING MR. AND MRS.
BUCHENAUER OF MANCHESTER,
NH ON CELEBRATING THEIR 65TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Buchenauer of Manchester, New Hampshire
for recently celebrating their 65th anniversary.
After 65 years of marriage, | applaud their
dedication and commitment to one another.
It's clear they have both been exemplary
members of our community, and | wish them
the best in all future endeavors.
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