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not about his agenda. It is about the 
security of our Nation. It should be 
about the security of the world. These 
folks should not be let out. They 
should be given due process. They cer-
tainly shouldn’t be sent to countries 
that are terrorist in nature. 

Finally, the American people should 
know what the deal is. How much is 
this costing? Are we sending arms to 
these countries? What are the arrange-
ments? There are 55 countries. Why 
would they take these terrorists? 
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RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL BOY 
SCOUTS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this past Monday, Feb-
ruary 8, is recognized by many as Na-
tional Boy Scouts Day, marking the in-
corporation of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica 106 years ago. 

I have spent close to four decades as 
a scoutmaster, Juniata Valley Boy 
Scout Council executive board member 
and council president, and as a scout-
ing dad. My wife and I are scouting 
parents, with three sons we are very 
proud of who are Eagle Scouts today. 

In my own scouting experience, I was 
honored to become one of just 2,000 
people, since 1969, to receive the na-
tional Distinguished Eagle Scout 
Award. 

It was my experience in scouting 
that first sparked my interest in public 
service—in the vein of the Boy Scout 
promise, which urges us, in part, to do 
our duty to God, to our country, and in 
the service of other people. 

Scouting got its start around the 
turn of the last century, thanks to the 
efforts of British Army Officer Robert 
Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell. 

As Scouting history has it, in 1909, a 
Chicago businessman, a publisher, Wil-
liam D. Boyce, who actually grew up in 
western Pennsylvania, lost his way in a 
dense fog in London. 
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A young boy came to his aid, guiding 
Mr. Boyce to his destination. And in 
the end, when Mr. Boyce offered that 
young boy a tip, a coin, the boy refused 
the tip offered by Mr. Boyce stating: 
Sir, I am a Scout, and Scouts do not 
take rewards for doing good turns. 

Well, that young boy was a Scout. We 
don’t know his identity today, but he 
certainly has changed our country. 
That single act of volunteerism gave 
birth to what became the Boy Scouts 
of America, incorporated in 1910. 

In 2013, there were more than 2.6 mil-
lion members of the Boy Scouts of 
America. The program today serves not 
just boys, but also girls in our Scout-
ing Venturing program. 

In a time which has, in many ways, 
been highlighted by a decline of vol-
unteerism and criticism of perhaps our 
younger newest generations, I know 

that our Nation’s future is in good 
hands with those who live and dedicate 
themselves to the Scout Oath or the 
Scout Promise, which they state at the 
beginning of every meeting and they 
end with. The words since that time 
are: 

‘‘On my honor, I will do my best to 
do my duty to God and my country and 
to obey the Scout Law; to help other 
people at all times; to keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, and 
morally straight.’’ 

Scouting prepares youth to be pro-
ductive and successful members of the 
workforce. The program introduces our 
youth to countless career opportuni-
ties, including the STEM fields. 

As a Scout Master for almost three 
decades, I have seen these 11-year-old 
youths, until the time they become 18 
and go on into life, the career paths 
they were exposed to for the first 
time—whether it was medicine, or 
teaching, or professional fire fighting, 
or across the board—through the 
Scouting experience. What employer 
would not benefit from an employee 
with practical exposure from an orga-
nization that emphasizes values, serv-
ice, and leadership? 

Scouting fosters the values that 
make communities strong and pre-
ferred for families to set down roots 
and to contribute. 

Scouting offers the world’s finest 
leadership training for adults and 
youth, leadership training that can be 
generalized to any occupations, includ-
ing the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

As frequently said, ‘‘Scouting is out-
ing.’’ Scouting is the youth leadership 
program that is grounded, not just in 
values, but in the beauty and the na-
ture of the outdoors, building apprecia-
tion and respect for God’s creation and 
for active lives, for being physically ac-
tive, that is so desperately needed 
today. 

Now it is my hope that this wonder-
ful organization continues to con-
tribute to the lives of young men and 
young ladies for generations to come. 
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG EPIDEMIC IN 
WEST VIRGINIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, every morning, countless 
West Virginians wake up fearing that 
they lost a loved one to drugs the night 
before; and every morning, far too 
many West Virginians find this fear 
has come true. 

The prescription drug abuse epidemic 
in our State is a tragedy that we can-
not afford to ignore. It ravages our 
communities, rips families apart, 
stunts the development of our youth, 
and further ruptures our State’s al-
ready ailing economy. 

Overuse of prescription pain medica-
tion is one of the leading causes of 

opioid addiction. When a patient has 
more narcotic pain medication than 
they need after a medical event, this 
excess medication can fall into the 
wrong hands; and a narcotic pain medi-
cation in the wrong hands often leads 
to addiction. In fact, the National In-
stitute on Drug Abuse has found that 1 
in 15 people who take nonmedical pre-
scription pain relievers will try heroin. 

Last year, the number of fatal 
overdoses from prescription painkillers 
increased by 16 percent and, from her-
oin, 28 percent in the United States. In 
West Virginia, the story is even worse. 
According to a recent study by the 
Trust for America’s Health, the Moun-
tain State has the highest rate of over-
dose deaths in the entire United 
States. 

This issue is above party politics. It 
is a plague that all Americans must 
come together to solve. That is why, 
yesterday, I introduced H.R. 4499, the 
Promoting Responsible Opioid Pre-
scribing Act. This bipartisan bill 
strikes a harmful provision of 
ObamaCare that places unnecessary 
pressure on doctors and hospitals to 
prescribe narcotic pain medicine. 

This concern was brought to my at-
tention while meeting with doctors and 
other healthcare professional workers 
in Charleston, West Virginia, who are 
active in our State’s medical society. 
In other words, this was their idea. I 
thank them for bringing this to my at-
tention, and I encourage others to 
bring any ideas to help fight back 
against the opium epidemic to your 
local Congressman. 

In 2006, the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, CMS, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices developed a survey called the Hos-
pital Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Systems, 
pronounced ‘‘H-caps,’’ for short. 
HCAHPS is a standardized survey used 
to measure patient perspectives and 
satisfaction on the care they receive in 
hospital settings. 

At first, hospitals used this survey on 
an optional basis. However, when 
ObamaCare became law in 2010, it put 
in place ‘‘pay for performance’’ provi-
sions that use these survey results as a 
factor in calculating Medicare reim-
bursement rates for physicians and 
hospitals on quality measures. 

This provision of ObamaCare was in-
tended to save money and to force im-
provements on hospital performance. 
However, it has led to unintended con-
sequences in the area of pain manage-
ment. 

The HCAHPS survey contains three 
questions on pain management: 

One, during this hospital stay, did 
you need medicine for pain? 

Two, during this hospital stay, how 
often was your pain well-controlled? 

Three, during this hospital stay, how 
often did the hospital staff do every-
thing they could to help you with your 
pain? 

Because of the tie to reimbursement, 
hospitals and physicians are pressured 
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