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much and their hard work shows through the 
many achievements they have earned. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, we celebrate the Fort 
Bend Boys Choir on their 34th anniversary 
and look forward to enjoying their music for 
another 34 years. 
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A PLEA TO MY COLLEAGUES ON 
THE FAA BILL 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to talk about flight 3407 that crashed in 
Buffalo, New York, seven years ago tomorrow. 
This plane crashed in sight of the runway on 
an icy February night. 

We learned that the pilot and the co-pilot 
had never been trained or flown into any icy 
situations. The young woman co-pilot had 
flown the night before from Seattle. She was 
so poorly paid, around $13,000 a year, that 
she could not afford a motel room to sleep 
overnight. She instead, slept on the floor in 
the pilot’s lounge. On the black box, before 
the crash, you could hear them both yawning. 

On that plane were two of the best musi-
cians in the United States, a woman who was 
an expert on Rwanda and the genocide there, 
and one of the top anthropologists. They died 
because these pilots had neither knowledge 
nor experience to fly in those conditions. 

The families of the people who died on that 
plane have selflessly come to D.C. time and 
again, working to get regulations passed for 
seven years on how much training the pilot 
and the co-pilot have to have, and to ensure 
they have enough flying hours between them. 

Now, we’re facing an FAA bill with an 
amendment that would undo those safety reg-
ulations. I implore my colleagues not to let that 
amendment pass or weaken the regulations 

that protect the flying public and reverse the 
competency of pilots who hold the lives of 
those we love in their hands. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RONALD 
REED 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Ronald Reed of Taylor, Michigan. A 
Vietnam veteran and retiree of General Mo-
tors, where he spent 42 years, Mr. Reed has 
been donating blood since his early days as a 
young Marine in Okinawa, Japan. 

During the last 35 years, Ronald has do-
nated blood nearly 200 times—impacting the 
lives of close to 600 people. Each blood dona-
tion has the ability to touch up to three lives, 
and his selflessness is an inspiration for all of 
us. Few Americans can say they have 
touched that many lives. 

Blood donations here in the United States 
are incredibly important, and we face a con-
stant struggle to prevent shortages of avail-
able blood. The average able donor gives 
about 1.2 times annually. If others followed the 
leadership of Mr. Reed and gave two or more 
times a year, we would not face the fright-
ening need particularly in times of bad weath-
er and holidays. Mr. Reed’s above and be-
yond level of donation is truly remarkable and 
deserves recognition. 

When it comes to his service to his fellow 
man, Ronald is an extremely modest man. He 
says he simply gives because he can. In my 
opinion, Mr. Reed fully embodies the Amer-
ican spirit as both a veteran and a hard and 
loyal worker, giving his own blood to help 
those in his community. 

A volunteer at a Riverview Red Cross loca-
tion in 2011 observed that Ronald is ‘‘an un-
sung hero’’. It is for this reason Mr. Speaker, 

that I ask my colleagues today to join me in 
honoring Ronald Reed for his generous con-
tributions. I thank him not only for his over-
whelming donation of blood, but also for his 
years of service in the auto industry as a mill-
wright, as well as his service to our country as 
a Marine. 
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MAKING AN IMPACT—ONE MISSION 
AT A TIME 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Reverend Drew Wood, pastor at 
St. Laurence Catholic Church in Sugar Land, 
TX for being honored at Catholic Charities’ 
Mission of Love Gala. 

The annual Mission of Love Gala recog-
nizes Catholic Charities of the Fort Bend 
County area. Reverend Wood has served as 
pastor of St. Laurence since 1998. He was or-
dained as a Priest at St. Mary’s Seminary, and 
worked in various roles within the Diocese of 
the Galveston-Houston area including as the 
Vocations Director and Vice Chancellor. At St. 
Laurence, Reverend Wood found a calling in 
the lives of young people within the church. 
Due to his work chaperoning Teen Mass at 
conferences, Reverend Wood created a yearly 
retreat of his own, Heart of Worship, hosted at 
St. Laurence, where spiritual activities like 
speakers, worship, and mass impact young 
people’s lives. Thank you to Reverend Drew 
Wood for the impact he has made on the lives 
of the Sugar Land residents. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Reverend Wood. We thank you for pro-
viding spiritual guidance to the parishioners at 
St. Laurence. We can’t wait to see what you 
do next. 
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