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I would like to recognize and con-
gratulate Bill and Julie on their suc-
cess and ongoing commitment to pro-
ducing high-quality goods. Our State
owes Maine Stitching Specialties a
great deal of thanks for their vision
and dedication and for their social and
economic contributions to the people
of Maine and to our economy. I look
forward to Bill and Julie’s continued
success over the coming years and to
watching Maine Stitching Specialties
grow and thrive.e

—————

REMEMBERING EDGAR MITCHELL

e Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to re-
member and honor the life of Ed Mitch-
ell. Ed was one of our Nation’s great
space pioneers and one of only a hand-
ful of Americans to walk on the moon.
Ed once said of his Apollo 14 crew: “We
went to the moon as technicians; we
returned as humanitarians.” Ed and
his fellow Apollo astronauts not only
inspired a generation of astronauts and
explorers, they blazed the trail we are
all now following as we continue to
journey outward to Mars and beyond.
Thank you, Ed.e

———

VERMONT ESSAY FINALISTS

o Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
to have printed in the RECORD copies of
some of the finalist essays written by
Vermont High School students as part
of the sixth annual ‘“What is the State
of the Union” essay contest conducted
by my office. These finalists were se-
lected from nearly 800 entries.
The material follows:

NICK SEARS, VERMONT COMMONS SCHOOL
(FINALIST)

The United States of America is an amaz-
ing nation that continues to lead the world
through the complex geopolitical problems
that we are faced with today. As a strong
economic and political world leader, we have
become the role model for developing na-
tions attempting to give their people the
same freedoms and opportunities that Amer-
icans have become so accustomed to. This is
why it is so important to work harder than
we ever have before to better ourselves as a
nation, because what we change will set a
precedent of improvement around the world
and inspire change.

The biggest problem in the U.S. is the in-
carceration system. It has been broken for
decades, and there has been no legitimate at-
tempt to fix it. Over the past thirty years,
there has been a 500% increase in incarcer-
ation rates, resulting in the U.S. leading the
world in number of prisoners with 2.2 million
people currently incarcerated. Especially in
this example, it is important to humanize
these statistics. These are 2.2 million people,
who now because of their conviction will find
it much harder to be truly integrated back
in their communities, due to the struggles of
finding a job with a record, and the fact that
they often do not qualify for social welfare.
The incarceration system is also bank-
rupting both the state and federal govern-
ment. It currently is the third highest state
expenditure, behind health care and edu-
cation.

Fortunately, we as a nation have the op-
portunity to fix the incarceration system.
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First, we need to get rid of mandatory min-
imum sentences. Judges from across the na-
tion have said for decades that they do not
like mandatory minimums, that they do not
work, and that they are unconstitutional.
Mandatory minimum sentences, coupled
with racially biased laws concerning drug
possession is the reason why we see the ratio
of African American males to white males
over 10:1. This leads to the second action we
must take; we must end the war on drugs. It
has proven to be a failed experiment that has
reopened many racial wounds in our nation.
The war on drugs also put addicts behind
bars, rather than treating addiction like the
problem it actually is; a mental health issue.
PAIGE THIBAULT, CHAMPLAIN VALLEY UNION
HIGH SCHOOL (FINALIST)

In common day society, education is wide-
ly accepted as a valuable resource to our na-
tion’s future. Education has immeasurable
impact on our lives and on our identity, as
we build foundations of our growth off of our
learning. However with all these potentially
influential factors that education possesses,
the system that we have nurtured has failed
in reaching students with meaning and
value. Like other things in our world, the
system is broken.

What I've been noticing within my own
education is that the prospect of content is
idolized in the classroom. Teachers no longer
cram memorization into our heads (an edu-
cational revolution in itself), yet their focus
is still the intimate prevalence of deadlines
and test scores. Yes—school is where we
learn—yet the purpose of our learning should
not to become ‘smart’. When students start
thinking that this is indeed the purpose of
their learning, inspiration and drive are
completely decimated. Being ‘smart’ is a
subjective standard that we press upon our
kids, yet it’s something which has shallow
value. Classes stuffed with disconnected in-
formation only promote this misconception
even further. Why should we be focusing on
feeding students material when the students
themselves don’t see why they’re supposed to
consume it?

And this isn’t just the content; it’s the at-
mosphere. An example: When an adult reads
from a manual in front of a class, there are
two parties in play. There’s the instructor
(includes the teacher, the manual, the au-
thors of the manual), and there is the stu-
dent body. Notice it’s not twenty individual
humans learning differently on the same
topic, it is the singular and collective stu-
dent group. Sitting in this blob of the ‘‘stu-
dent body”’ and being considered solely for
the fact that you belong to a mass of appar-
ent learning is an extremely demoralizing
thought in the learning setting. I want to be
appreciated for what I can bring to my learn-
ing; not what the class average is. What
value do I have if I can be replaced with a
statistic?

T’'11 tell you why: our hopes and dreams are
original. Our minds run differently. And
most importantly our souls all want to go in
our own direction. No matter how similar
our test scores are, we will never be destined
to have the same future, so why are we clus-
tered to have the same upbringing? Why are
we held to the same expectations if the only
thing that is the same about us is the year
on our birth certificate? I understand that
grouping students by age is a positive thing,
but we should not let that number classify us
as learners.

We need to rethink education, emphasizing
personal growth versus increased IQ. Stu-
dents should not be accepted with their dif-
ferences, but should be accepted because of
them. The teachers that guild students
should be trained with the ideology that
learning is not for a destination, it is for a
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journey. Administrators and Curriculum Di-
rectors or Superintendents need to see the
content and need to understand that force-
feeding students knowledge is not knowledge
at all. We need to create the environment
where students have choice of what their
learning environment looks like; choice of
how they learn material; choice of how they
develop and a choice of how they grow.

It’s true: education is an important system
that gets a significant share of financial and
governmental attention. Now let’s make it a
revolution of consciousness. Let’s make
meaningful education for our future; not for
our brains.

PETER UNGER, CHAMPLAIN VALLEY UNION HIGH
SCHOOL (FINALIST)

The internet is the first human creation
with the potential to unify and connect the
world; with the potential to change the way
we collaborate and innovate forever; with
the potential to reestablish the TUnited
States of America as the preeminent global
leader in education, technology, and medi-
cine. However, none of this potential will be
realized without a fundamental rethink of
Internet Service Provider regulations. We
also need a fresh approach on infrastructure
capable of launching a new age industrial
revolution. The United States of America
needs a government maintained and man-
dated fiber optic network. We no longer have
an economy based on production of tangible
products for a regional economy, instead we
produce innovative and revolutionary ideas.
Without a fiber optic backbone, these ideas
won’t reach their potential. Let me convey
to you the urgency and importance of this
issue. The competition has already started
or even finished the improvements this coun-
try is in dire need of. The cost of broadband
in dollars per megabits per second ranked
Bulgaria as number one with a cost of forty
seven cents per megabit per second, and in
thirty third place is the United States of
America at three dollars and fifty cents.
This disconnect between value and product is
dousing the innovative fire that is the Amer-
ican Technology industry.

What do we do? Myself and experts alike,
know for certain that the Internet Service
Providers aren’t going to figure it out on
their own. They are up selling us into decade
old technology for a premium. Currently,
there is no incumbent to challenge the oli-
gopoly that are the American Internet Serv-
ice Providers. The only realistic solution to
this dire problem is a mindset change in the
legislative branch of this very country; peo-
ple don’t do things on the internet, people
just do things. Internet needs to be classified
as the true utility it is. The internet may be
the most powerful collaboration and creation
tool ever known to man. I personally believe
that we can’t currently comprehend the pos-
sibilities that will be made real by this truly
amazing tool.

Do you want cable companies to control
what website you visit and to prioritize serv-
ices that pay a premium? Currently, these
are controlled by a concept known as net
neutrality, the cable companies’ lobbyists
want to abolish this fundamental protection
of freedom of speech and innovation. With-
out this fundamental freedom, the cre-
ativity, innovation, and communication, at
which the internet is so powerful at stimu-
lating, will be stomped out for good.

The only way to protect the openness, fair-
ness, and freedom we as United States Citi-
zens are accustomed to as well as enhance
the creativity, innovation and communica-
tion, which we all use the internet for, is for
the Federal Communications Commission to
reclassify broadband service under Title II of
the Telecommunications act. This letter is
not a preventative measure, this letter is an
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eleventh hour plea to pull even with the rap-
idly evolving global information arms race.®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED
Under the order of the Senate of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Secretary of the Sen-
ate, on February 12, 2016, during the ad-
journment of the Senate, received a
message from the House of Representa-
tives announcing that the Speaker had
signed the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 907. An act to improve defense co-
operation between the United States and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

H.R. 1428. An act to extend Privacy Act
remedies to citizens of certified states, and
for other purposes.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 2015, the en-
rolled bills were signed on February 12,
2016, during the adjournment of the
Senate, by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. MCCONNELL).

The message also announced that the
House agreed to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 757) to improve
the enforcement of sanctions against
the Government of North Korea, and
for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the order of the Senate of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Secretary of the Sen-
ate, on February 12, 2016, during the ad-
journment of the Senate, received a
message from the House of Representa-
tives announcing that the Speaker had
signed the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 757. An act to improve the enforce-
ment of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 2015, the en-
rolled bill was signed on February 12,
2016, during the adjournment of the
Senate, by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. MCCONNELL).

Under the order of the Senate of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Secretary of the Sen-
ate, on February 12, 2016, during the ad-
journment of the Senate, received a
message from the House of Representa-
tives announcing that the House has
agreed to the following concurrent res-
olution, without amendment:

S. Con. Res. 31. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
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cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2017. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to improve
and clarify certain disclosure requirements
for restaurants and similar retail food estab-
lishments, and to amend the authority to
bring proceedings under section 403A.

H.R. 3442. An act to provide further means
of accountability of the United States debt
and promote fiscal responsibility.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 28, 114th Congress, and the order of
the House of January 6, 2015, the
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
bers on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Joint Congressional
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies:
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. MCCARTHY
of California, and Ms. PELOSI of Cali-
fornia.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. NELSON (for himself and Mrs.
FISCHER):

S. 25658. A Dbill to expand the prohibition on
misleading or inaccurate caller identifica-
tion information, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Ms. AYOTTE,
and Mr. COTTON):

S. 2559. A bill to prohibit the modification,
termination, abandonment, or transfer of the
lease by which the United States acquired
the land and waters containing Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 2560. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to make college affordable
and accessible; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr.
JOHNSON):

S. 2561. A bill to amend the William Wil-
berforce Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2008 to provide expe-
dited processing for unaccompanied alien
children who are not victims of a severe form
of trafficking in persons and who do not have
a fear of returning to their country of na-
tionality or last habitual residence, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN):

S. 2562. A bill to support a comprehensive
public health response to the heroin and pre-
scription drug abuse crisis; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MORAN:

S. 2563. A bill to affirm the importance of
the land forces of the United States Armed
Forces and to authorize fiscal year 2016 end-
strength minimum levels for the active and
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reserve components of such land forces, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. Res. 371. A resolution congratulating the
Denver Broncos for winning Super Bowl 50;
considered and agreed to.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2017. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to improve
and clarify certain disclosure requirements
for restaurants and similar retail food estab-
lishments, and to amend the authority to
bring proceedings under section 403A; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

H.R. 3442. An act to provide further means
of accountability of the United States debt
and promote fiscal responsibility; to the
Committee on Finance.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee
on the Judiciary, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 524. A bill to authorize the Attorney
General to award grants to address the na-
tional epidemics of prescription opioid abuse
and heroin use.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 239

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
239, a bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, with respect to apportion-
ments under the Airport Improvement
Program, and for other purposes.

S. 524

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the names of the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) and the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 524, a bill to authorize
the Attorney General to award grants
to address the national epidemics of
prescription opioid abuse and heroin
use.

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 524, supra.

S. 627

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 627, a bill to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to revoke bonuses
paid to employees involved in elec-
tronic wait list manipulations, and for
other purposes.
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