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Waterfowl USA—Northwest Chapter, and he
has also served on the board of directors for
the Drifting Dunes Girl Scout Council.

Bob’s dedication to his community through-
out his career is exceeded only by his devo-
tion to his amazing family. Bob and his won-
derful wife, Julie, have one son, Jim, and two
beloved grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | have known Bob Nickovich
for my entire adult life and am lucky to have
him as a friend. Our region and state have
been enriched because of his life of selfless
public service. Future generations will profit
from his foresight and exemplary work, and
his impact on the region will be witnessed for
years to come. For his many contributions,
Bob is worthy of our gratitude and admiration.
| ask that you join me in wishing him well
upon his retirement.

————

TRIBUTE TO HERSHEL SOLOMON
GRAUBARD

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Hershel Solomon Graubard on
the advent of his Bar Mitzvah.

This is an important milestone in this young
man’s life and his family is immensely proud,
as am |, to see him cross this threshold.

The term Bar Mitzvah originates from the
“son of the commandment,” signifying a
young person’s coming of age and assumption
of full responsibility for performing command-
ments.

It is also at this age that a youngster is first
called to bless and recite from the Torah
Scroll.

For all these reasons, this is a momentous
event in Hershel’s journey to adulthood.

Mr. Speaker, Hershel Solomon Graubard is
growing into a wonderful young man and we
are all deeply proud of him.

He is someone who cares a great deal
about his community and civic engagement—
something we would all like to see among
more young people. | fully expect that Hershel
will do great things in coming years.

| am proud to count him and his entire fam-
ily among my friends.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in wishing Hershel and his family all of the
best for a wonderful day and a joyous celebra-
tion.

May he continue exhibiting wisdom and ma-
turity beyond his years.

—————

IN HONOR OF THE 104TH
BIRTHDAY OF RODGER WILLIAMS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the birthday of Rodger Williams. He
turned 104 on October 15th.

Rodger was born on October 15, 1911, to
Carrie Lee Humphries and Frank Williams in
Waverly, Alabama. He was the fourth of five
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children, William, Mary, Jack and Susie and
was the youngest boy.

Rodger served in the United States Army in
World War II. In 1946, he married Bessie B.
Caldwell and they were blessed with eight
children. His children include: Eddie James,
Dorothy Jean (deceased), Clarence (de-
ceased), Joseph, Marguerite, Jenese, Jac-
queline and Christine. Bessie died in 1989. He
also had one daughter prior to marrying Bes-
sie, Jean Knight (deceased).

Rodger purchased over 100 acres of land
after the war and much of his family still re-
sides on the property. After the war, he
worked in a steel mill in Chicago and returned
to Alabama in 1955 working as a farmer. He
also worked as a custodian at Auburn Univer-
sity for 17 years before retiring.

Rodger only finished 6th grade, but believes
strongly in education. His children and grand-
children have attended Tuskegee College,
Miles College, Southern Union, the University
of Alabama, Troy University, Faulkner Univer-
sity, Vanderbilt University, Howard College
and Alabama State University.

Rodger loves spending time with his family
and enjoying fresh vegetables.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the life and achievements of Rodger Williams
and wishing him a happy 104th birthday!

——————

IN HONOR OF FUTURE FARMERS
OF AMERICA WEEK

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week
my home state of Texas joined the rest of the
country in celebration of Future Farmers of
America’s annual National FFA Week: recog-
nizing the importance of and advocating for
agricultural education and FFA. The tradition
was started back in 1947 when the National
FFA Board of Directors designated the week
of George Washington’s birthday as National
FFA Week in recognition of his legacy as an
agriculturalist and farmer. Today, thousands of
chapters around the country and hundreds of
thousands of members celebrate National FFA
Week and advocate for increased agricultural
education and FFA membership.

The Future Farmers of America organization
is a staple of our countries agricultural edu-
cation; it cultivates young men and women
into competent leaders who possess an inti-
mate knowledge of agriculture. The organiza-
tion is rich in history with its foundation dating
back to 1928 when 33 students from 18 states
congregated in Kansas City, Missouri and con-
structed the organization. Today, the organiza-
tion is 629,367 members strong with 7,757
chapters, at least one in all 50 states, Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin lIslands. Although
FFA membership nationwide is something to
celebrate, | want to highlight the state with the
largest FFA membership in the country: my
home state of Texas.

Currently, Texas leads the country in FFA
membership with 1021 chapters and 103,379
members. Texas FFA serves as a shining ex-
ample to the rest of the country as to what
membership and participation in FFA should
be. Texans understand the great importance
of agricultural education and cultivating the
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next generation into competent leaders; no or-
ganization does that better than FFA and no
state does FFA better than Texas.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MEDICAL
CENTER OF LEWISVILLE’'S 40TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Medical Center of Lewisville as they
mark their 40th anniversary. With a full-service
medical and surgical facility offering 24-hour
emergency services, MCL is licensed to ac-
commodate 186 patients. Excellent customer
service and patient safety are among their top
priorities. Originally named Lewisville Memorial
Hospital, MCL opened its doors on February
29, 1976. On March 15, 1976 they admitted
their first patient and 11 months to the day of
their induction, the first baby was delivered.
Denton County became the fastest growing
county from 1980-1990 and MCL was the cor-
nerstone of Denton County’s successful
growth-rate.

MCL has received many accreditations and
honors. Of these, the more notable accredita-
tions and honors include: Magnet Designation
by American Nurses Credentialing Center
(2015); Bill Aston Award recipient (2012);
Texas Hospital Association Quality Improve-
ment Silver Award (2014); and recognition in
Becker’s Hospital Review: 100 Great Places to
Work in Healthcare.

| have a close connection to the Medical
Center of Lewisville as | spent a part of my
career practicing medicine there. It has been
a great honor to witness the staggering growth
that MCL has seen in the last 40 years.

Their dedication to serve the Denton County
community has been vital to their success as
a leading medical center in the northeast re-
gion of Texas. It is an honor to serve the staff
of Medical Center of Lewisville in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF SAMUEL AND
JUDITH LORUSSO

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Samuel and Judith Lorusso on
being honored by the Falmouth Education
Foundation. This well-deserved recognition
comes as no surprise to those closest to the
Lorusso family as they have been nothing but
a source of positivity and strength in the com-
munity for decades.

Mr. Lorusso followed in his father's foot-
steps in the family business when he and his
brothers bought his company Hyannis Sand
and Gravel, renaming it Cape Cod Aggregates
Corporation, in 1981. Today, Cape Cod Ag-
gregates has six locations across Massachu-
setts and frequently makes generous contribu-
tions to local events and organizations, such
as helping to fund a 4th of July fireworks dis-

play.
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