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Michael; his son, James; four beautiful grand-
children, Madison Tyler, Jim, Julia, and Emily;
and one great-granddaughter, Romina.

Madison was a great, memorable person-
ality and a good man. He will be fondly re-
membered and missed by many in Shawsville
and the greater New River Valley. While | note
with great sadness Madison’s passing, | am
confident that his legacy will live on. My
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
loved ones.

————

GETTING THE WORDS RIGHT: OUR
NATIONS COURT REPORTERS
AND HOUSE CLERKS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the back-
bone of the court system, courtroom reporters
make sure that the system works efficiently.
Tasked with keeping complete, accurate and
secure records, courtroom reporters handle
verbatim documentation of criminal, civil or
other court proceedings.

These individuals are highly skilled and
trained in court reporting, which usually in-
volves stenography. Reporting for the courts
involves taking records of court proceedings,
depositions, and administrative hearings,
among other things.

They record everything that is being said in
the courtroom by judges, witnesses, attorneys
or other parties, as well as gestures and emo-
tional reactions that accompany any state-
ments.

While taking shorthand notes, they must ac-
curately capture the spoken word. This does
not mean paraphrasing or capturing every
other word. Reporters must capture each word
verbatim, with correct spelling and punctua-
tion, despite the speed in which individuals are
talking. After the hearing is over, they then
must transcribe their notes into a readable,
workable format for the public record.

Sometimes, a court reporters work benefits
those with special needs, such as the deaf or
hard of hearing. Court reporters can even pro-
vide closed captioning or a real-time trans-
lation of spoken words.

During my 22 years as a judge in Texas, |
had many court reporters who capably kept
records of every word said in the courtroom.
Being a court reporter is no easy feat,
stressors come from every direction including
security issues and daily deadlines.

In the House of Representatives, we have
clerks who help us and our staff every day.
These individuals serve as the congressional
stenographers, working diligently, day in and
day out. These individuals take notes on con-
gressional hearings and floor debate, speech-
es and statements. They then work extremely
fast to enter all the statements into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

Every single entry must be completely cor-
rect. Each statement made goes on the record
in congressional history. These individuals
work becomes ensures that history is written
correctly. Without their diligence we would not
be able to do our jobs as efficiently.

These highly trained and talented men and
women work tenaciously to record correctly
the proceedings of courts and .
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Court Reporters and Floor Clerks are truly a
vital asset to Judges and Members of Con-
gress. We thank them for getting the words
right.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

HONORING THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF
BRIDGE STREET A.M.E. CHURCH

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 250th anniversary of the his-
toric and illustrious Bridge Street African Meth-
odist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church. Reverend
David B. Cousin, Sr. and members of the con-
gregation will commemorate this special mile-
stone on Sunday, February 28, 2016 at Bridge
Street A.M.E. Church in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, New York.

Bridge Street is a church with a rich history
that spans two and a half centuries. From its
missionary origins in 1766 to its current loca-
tion at 277 Stuyvesant Avenue in Brooklyn, it
continues to be an extraordinary institution
deeply rooted in social justice and spiritual
transformation. As a stop on the Underground
Railroad and platform for speaking out against
injustice on both local and national issues,
Bridge Street is a voice of conscience rep-
resenting the least of those in our society.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church is a
global religious body with over 2.5 million
members, who belong to more than 6,000
congregations throughout 20 Episcopal dis-
tricts across the Americas, Africa, Europe and
India. In 1818, Bishop Richard Allen served as
the first preacher of the A.M.E. Church, one of
the oldest Protestant denominations estab-
lished on American soil, at Bridge Street.

The people of New York are grateful for the
exemplary leadership of Reverend David B.
Cousin, Sr., who was installed as the Pastor
of Bridge Street A.M.E. Church in 1997. Under
his guidance, and that of his predecessors,
the congregation has touched the lives of
countless individuals through their extensive
services and wide range of active ministries,
which include notable educational, civic en-
gagement, health and wellness, music and
youth mentorship programs.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating the Bridge Street A.M.E. Church in com-
memoration of its 250th anniversary. This
church community has dedicated itself to serv-
ing the people of New York, and those of our
country, in pursuit of a just and moral nation.

—

COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SISTERS OF
ST. FRANCIS OF THE IMMACU-
LATE CONCEPTION OF PEORIA,
ILLINOIS

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the Sisters of St. Francis of the Im-
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maculate Conception on the celebration of 125
years of service by making God’s compas-
sionate presence known throughout Central II-
linois.

Since 1891, the Sisters of St. Francis have
dedicated their lives to serving the people of
God through prayer, community activism, and
striving to meet the needs of the Peoria and
Springfield Diocese.

By playing an active role within the Roman
Catholic Church, these women have made
great strides in promoting public awareness of
their mission. Their ongoing efforts make a dif-
ference every day in the lives of the people in
our community. Their commitment to help the
lives of the poor, uneducated, and the hungry
embodies the attributes of true servants of
Christ.

On February 2, 2016, the women of St.
Francis celebrated 125 years encompassed in
the spirit of charity, religion, and community.
As a native of Peoria and practicing Catholic,
| consider myself fortunate that our community
has women devoted to spreading a “Caring,
Praying Presence” and the love of God
through compassion and service.

————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MS. MARGARET HOSTETLER

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today,
Margaret Hostetler ends her decades of serv-
ice to the Committee on Ways and Means.
Margaret has served the Committee for many
years, first starting in 1987, and will be deeply
missed.

Most recently, Margaret worked on the So-
cial Security Subcommittee staff, and is the
Committee’s all-time expert on budgets, trust
funds, debt limits and more.

Margaret’'s service to the Congress and the
Nation extends back even before her time with
the Committee to the early 1980s when she
served on the House Budget Committee staff
for then-Chairman Bill Roth of Delaware. She
helped design the Thrift Savings Plan for fed-
eral workers, the original Gramm Rudman law
and the 1986 tax reforms.

Margaret is a walking encyclopedia of Com-
mittee and Congressional history, and we wish
her the very best in the next phase of her life.

————

A TRIBUTE ON THE 28TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SUMGAIT PO-
GROMS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the 28th anniversary of the pogrom
against the Armenian residents of the town of
Sumgait, Azerbaijan. On this day in 1988, and
for three days following, Azerbaijani mobs as-
saulted and killed Armenians. When the vio-
lence finally subsided, hundreds of Armenian
civilians had been brutally murdered and in-
jured, women and young girls were raped, and
victims were tortured and burned alive. Those
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