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Michael; his son, James; four beautiful grand-
children, Madison Tyler, Jim, Julia, and Emily; 
and one great-granddaughter, Romina. 

Madison was a great, memorable person-
ality and a good man. He will be fondly re-
membered and missed by many in Shawsville 
and the greater New River Valley. While I note 
with great sadness Madison’s passing, I am 
confident that his legacy will live on. My 
thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
loved ones. 

f 

GETTING THE WORDS RIGHT: OUR 
NATIONS COURT REPORTERS 
AND HOUSE CLERKS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the back-
bone of the court system, courtroom reporters 
make sure that the system works efficiently. 
Tasked with keeping complete, accurate and 
secure records, courtroom reporters handle 
verbatim documentation of criminal, civil or 
other court proceedings. 

These individuals are highly skilled and 
trained in court reporting, which usually in-
volves stenography. Reporting for the courts 
involves taking records of court proceedings, 
depositions, and administrative hearings, 
among other things. 

They record everything that is being said in 
the courtroom by judges, witnesses, attorneys 
or other parties, as well as gestures and emo-
tional reactions that accompany any state-
ments. 

While taking shorthand notes, they must ac-
curately capture the spoken word. This does 
not mean paraphrasing or capturing every 
other word. Reporters must capture each word 
verbatim, with correct spelling and punctua-
tion, despite the speed in which individuals are 
talking. After the hearing is over, they then 
must transcribe their notes into a readable, 
workable format for the public record. 

Sometimes, a court reporters work benefits 
those with special needs, such as the deaf or 
hard of hearing. Court reporters can even pro-
vide closed captioning or a real-time trans-
lation of spoken words. 

During my 22 years as a judge in Texas, I 
had many court reporters who capably kept 
records of every word said in the courtroom. 
Being a court reporter is no easy feat, 
stressors come from every direction including 
security issues and daily deadlines. 

In the House of Representatives, we have 
clerks who help us and our staff every day. 
These individuals serve as the congressional 
stenographers, working diligently, day in and 
day out. These individuals take notes on con-
gressional hearings and floor debate, speech-
es and statements. They then work extremely 
fast to enter all the statements into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Every single entry must be completely cor-
rect. Each statement made goes on the record 
in congressional history. These individuals 
work becomes ensures that history is written 
correctly. Without their diligence we would not 
be able to do our jobs as efficiently. 

These highly trained and talented men and 
women work tenaciously to record correctly 
the proceedings of courts and . 

Court Reporters and Floor Clerks are truly a 
vital asset to Judges and Members of Con-
gress. We thank them for getting the words 
right. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
BRIDGE STREET A.M.E. CHURCH 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 250th anniversary of the his-
toric and illustrious Bridge Street African Meth-
odist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church. Reverend 
David B. Cousin, Sr. and members of the con-
gregation will commemorate this special mile-
stone on Sunday, February 28, 2016 at Bridge 
Street A.M.E. Church in the Bedford- 
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, New York. 

Bridge Street is a church with a rich history 
that spans two and a half centuries. From its 
missionary origins in 1766 to its current loca-
tion at 277 Stuyvesant Avenue in Brooklyn, it 
continues to be an extraordinary institution 
deeply rooted in social justice and spiritual 
transformation. As a stop on the Underground 
Railroad and platform for speaking out against 
injustice on both local and national issues, 
Bridge Street is a voice of conscience rep-
resenting the least of those in our society. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church is a 
global religious body with over 2.5 million 
members, who belong to more than 6,000 
congregations throughout 20 Episcopal dis-
tricts across the Americas, Africa, Europe and 
India. In 1818, Bishop Richard Allen served as 
the first preacher of the A.M.E. Church, one of 
the oldest Protestant denominations estab-
lished on American soil, at Bridge Street. 

The people of New York are grateful for the 
exemplary leadership of Reverend David B. 
Cousin, Sr., who was installed as the Pastor 
of Bridge Street A.M.E. Church in 1997. Under 
his guidance, and that of his predecessors, 
the congregation has touched the lives of 
countless individuals through their extensive 
services and wide range of active ministries, 
which include notable educational, civic en-
gagement, health and wellness, music and 
youth mentorship programs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating the Bridge Street A.M.E. Church in com-
memoration of its 250th anniversary. This 
church community has dedicated itself to serv-
ing the people of New York, and those of our 
country, in pursuit of a just and moral nation. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SISTERS OF 
ST. FRANCIS OF THE IMMACU-
LATE CONCEPTION OF PEORIA, 
ILLINOIS 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the Sisters of St. Francis of the Im-

maculate Conception on the celebration of 125 
years of service by making God’s compas-
sionate presence known throughout Central Il-
linois. 

Since 1891, the Sisters of St. Francis have 
dedicated their lives to serving the people of 
God through prayer, community activism, and 
striving to meet the needs of the Peoria and 
Springfield Diocese. 

By playing an active role within the Roman 
Catholic Church, these women have made 
great strides in promoting public awareness of 
their mission. Their ongoing efforts make a dif-
ference every day in the lives of the people in 
our community. Their commitment to help the 
lives of the poor, uneducated, and the hungry 
embodies the attributes of true servants of 
Christ. 

On February 2, 2016, the women of St. 
Francis celebrated 125 years encompassed in 
the spirit of charity, religion, and community. 
As a native of Peoria and practicing Catholic, 
I consider myself fortunate that our community 
has women devoted to spreading a ‘‘Caring, 
Praying Presence’’ and the love of God 
through compassion and service. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
MS. MARGARET HOSTETLER 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, 
Margaret Hostetler ends her decades of serv-
ice to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
Margaret has served the Committee for many 
years, first starting in 1987, and will be deeply 
missed. 

Most recently, Margaret worked on the So-
cial Security Subcommittee staff, and is the 
Committee’s all-time expert on budgets, trust 
funds, debt limits and more. 

Margaret’s service to the Congress and the 
Nation extends back even before her time with 
the Committee to the early 1980s when she 
served on the House Budget Committee staff 
for then-Chairman Bill Roth of Delaware. She 
helped design the Thrift Savings Plan for fed-
eral workers, the original Gramm Rudman law 
and the 1986 tax reforms. 

Margaret is a walking encyclopedia of Com-
mittee and Congressional history, and we wish 
her the very best in the next phase of her life. 

f 

A TRIBUTE ON THE 28TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SUMGAIT PO-
GROMS 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 28th anniversary of the pogrom 
against the Armenian residents of the town of 
Sumgait, Azerbaijan. On this day in 1988, and 
for three days following, Azerbaijani mobs as-
saulted and killed Armenians. When the vio-
lence finally subsided, hundreds of Armenian 
civilians had been brutally murdered and in-
jured, women and young girls were raped, and 
victims were tortured and burned alive. Those 
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that survived the carnage fled their homes and 
businesses, leaving behind everything they 
had in their desperation. 

The pogroms were not an accident. They 
were the culmination of years of vicious anti- 
Armenian propaganda, spread by the Azer-
baijani authorities. The Azerbaijani authorities 
made little effort to punish those responsible, 
instead attempting to cover up the atrocities in 
Sumgait to this day, as well as denying the 
role of senior government officials in insti-
gating the violence. Unsurprisingly, it was not 
the end of the violence, and was followed by 
additional attacks, including the 1990 pogrom 
in Baku. 

The Sumgait massacre and the subsequent 
attacks on ethnic Armenians, resulted in the 
virtual disappearance of a once thriving popu-
lation of 450,000 Armenians living in Azer-
baijan, and culminating in the war launched 
against the people of Nagorno Karabakh. That 
war resulted in thousands dead on both sides 
and created over one million refugees in both 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

Time has not healed the wounds of those 
murdered in the pogroms in Sumgait, 
Kirovabad, and Baku. To the contrary, hatred 
of Armenians is celebrated in Azerbaijan, a sit-
uation most vividly exemplified by the case of 
Ramil Safarov, an Azerbaijani army captain 
who savagely murdered an Armenian army 
lieutenant, Gurgen Margaryan with an axe 
while he slept. The two were participating in a 
NATO Partnership for Peace exercise at the 
time in Hungary. In 2012, Safarov was sent 
home to Azerbaijan, purportedly to serve out 
the remainder of his sentence. Instead, he 
was pardoned, promoted, and paraded 
through the streets of Baku as a returning 
hero. 

The assault on ethnic Armenian civilians in 
Sumgait helped touch off what would become 
a direct conflict between Armenia and Azer-
baijan over Nagorno Karabakh. And today, 
Azerbaijan’s dangerous behavior on the Line 
of Contact threatens peace and stability in the 
region. Artillery and sniper fire across the Line 
of Contact has become a fact of daily life for 
civilians in the Nagorno Karabakh Republic, 
causing numerous casualties. I have urged the 
OSCE Minsk Group to deescalate the situation 
by ending a policy that equates unprovoked 
attacks by the Azerbaijan with the defensive 
responses of Karabakh and Armenian troops, 
and by pressuring Azerbaijan to accept the in-
stallation of technological monitoring devices 
along the border. The anniversary of Sumgait 
is a reminder of the consequences when ag-
gression and hatred is allowed to grow un-
checked. 

Mr. Speaker, this April we will mark the 
101st Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, 
an event the Turkish government, Azerbaijan’s 
closest ally, goes to great lengths to deny. We 
must not let such crimes against humanity go 
unrecognized, whether they occurred yester-
day or 28 years ago or 100 years ago. Today, 
let us pause to remember the victims of the 
atrocities of the Sumgait pogroms. Mr. Speak-
er, it is our moral obligation to condemn 
crimes of hatred and to remember the victims, 
in hope that history will not be repeated. 

TRIBUTE TO AL MANN 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, America 
lost one of her greatest sons this week. Al 
Mann, physicist, entrepreneur, executive, and 
philanthropist, spent his more than nine dec-
ades on this earth working mostly to help oth-
ers. 

At age seventeen, when America was em-
broiled in the Second World War, Al Mann vol-
unteered for the Army Air Corps, later becom-
ing a pioneer in guidance systems for missiles 
and solar power for satellites. His techno-
logical advances helped us win that war, sav-
ing countless lives throughout. 

Afterward, he resisted pleas to continue his 
extraordinary work in military hardware, fol-
lowing his heart and turning his mind toward 
the health of humanity. Al’s ingenuity, insight, 
and resourcefulness focused on projects to re-
store sight to the blind, to bring hearing to the 
deaf, and return mobility to the disabled. 

He did all this while developing a system to 
deliver insulin to diabetics without needles and 
creating pacemakers that those afflicted with 
heart disease would not need to replace fre-
quently, thus sparing them great expense and 
disruption of their lives. 

It has been my honor and privilege to know 
Al Mann for many years. As he benefited hu-
mankind he in turn benefited from a patent 
system that has been the envy of the world; 
indeed, he warned against politicians who 
would tamper with it to advantage powerful 
business interests against individual 
innovators like him. 

Clearly, he wanted other Americans to suc-
ceed by their good works just as he had done. 

Because he was one of the most inspira-
tional men I have ever known, I made a point 
of introducing my children to him so that they, 
too, might live by his example. 

If our country is to know more inspiring indi-
viduals like Al Mann, it is imperative that we 
reclaim and protect the conditions that made 
his exemplary creativity possible. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RAY LAUGHTER 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as my 
friend, Ray Laughter, prepares to retire as 
Vice Chancellor of External Affairs for the 
Lone Star College system, he is leaving big 
shoes for his successor to fill. How do you re-
place a driving force for education and eco-
nomic development in our district such as 
Ray? 

Since 2002, Ray has led the Lone Star Col-
lege Foundation, the Community Leadership 
Institute, the Small Business Development 
Center, as well as the college’s public informa-
tion and publications, governmental relations, 
and regional economic development depart-
ments. He was also the driving force in the 
passage of bond issues that ensures the col-
lege system is meeting the needs of our grow-
ing region. 

Prior to becoming vice chancellor, Ray 
served the college system as executive direc-
tor of the Center for Business and Economic 
Development and the director of the Small 
Business Development Center. If you ever 
wondered why Ray sets such sky-high goals 
and achieves them, just remember he was 
once chief administrative officer for an inter-
national helicopter manufacturer. 

Ray’s community and civic commitments 
don’t stop with his work at Lone Star. He 
shared his invaluable experience by serving 
on numerous national, state and local boards, 
and various committees focused on economic 
development and educational needs. 

Development Councils, Partnerships, Cham-
bers, and boards in The Woodlands and 
across the state and the south rely on Ray to 
bring together education and economic devel-
opment projects in innovative and thoughtful 
ways. 

As a military officer’s son who settled in 
Texas, Ray graduated from the University of 
Houston, where he also earned his MBA. Ever 
since then, his days and many nights have 
been filled helping our community learn, grow 
and prosper. 

While his wife and kids are hoping to see 
more of him now, Ray has already committed 
to serving as chairman of the Houston North-
west Chamber of Commerce board next year. 
My friend Ray is a servant leader who has set 
a high example for others to follow. 

Many thousands of students and families 
have lifetimes of opportunities ahead because 
of Ray’s hard work. I can’t imagine the Lone 
Star College System without him, but then I 
know that he is always just a phone call or 
email away whenever our community needs 
him. 

Thank you Ray Laughter, for showing us all 
that the sky is the limit for a true leader. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR H. RES. 551 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Israel is 
the United States’ most important ally in the 
Middle East. But the President made a bad 
nuclear deal with Iran that brought a whole 
host of new security threats to Israel. H. Res. 
551 is about bringing the importance of the 
U.S.-Israel relationship back into focus. 

While security is the cornerstone of our rela-
tionship, many do not realize that we have 
very strong economic ties to Israel. Bilateral 
trade and investment has strengthened our 
partnership in the past and will continue to do 
so in the future. 

I look forward to exploring new agreements 
with Israel in energy, medicine, technology, 
and security. Fostering deeper economic dia-
logue will more firmly cement the bond be-
tween the U.S. and Israel. 

I support H. Res. 551 because it recognizes 
the importance of a strong U.S.-Israel alliance. 
Together with our Israeli allies we can initiate 
new areas of cooperation. It’s time this Admin-
istration shows Israel how much the U.S. val-
ues our partnership. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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