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Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, during Black
History Month, we honor the contributions and
achievements of African-Americans, and re-
commit ourselves to achieving the day when
no person is judged by anything but the con-
tent of their character.

Let us stand on the shoulders of individuals
like Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Dr.
King, Rosa Parks, Shirley Chisholm, Louis
Stokes, and our colleagues, JOHN LEwIS and
JOHN CONYERS, who sacrificed so much to se-
cure equal rights for all Americans, including
generations yet unborn.

However, more progress must be made.

We must close the gaps in employment op-
portunities for African-Americans, eliminate the
school-to-prison pipeline, and restore the full
protections of the Voting Rights Act.

Today, let us resolve to continue to march
toward a day when every person is guaran-
teed the unalienable rights to life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

——————
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Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, Rep. DUNCAN
HUNTER and | rise today to honor the life of
Evelyn Mary LaBrake, Sycuan tribal elder and
former Secretary of the Sycuan Tribe. Ms.
LaBrake is survived by her nine children, her
brother, as well as twenty-eight grandchildren
and thirty-five great grandchildren, nieces and
nephews. Ms. LaBrake was the granddaughter
of Solomon Paipa, an original allottee of the
Sycuan Indian Reservation.

Evelyn was born on December 22, 1936 at
Mercy Hospital in San Diego, to parents Louis
Murphy and Martha Paipa, and grew up on
the Sycuan Indian Reservation. She was rec-
ognized for being a passionate advocate for
the causes of Native Americans and a de-
fender of tribal self-determination and sov-
ereignty. She was instrumental in the adoption
of the tribe’s Articles of Association of 1972
and many other critical tribal government doc-
uments.

As a former Secretary and Councilwoman of
the Sycuan Tribe from the 1960s to the 1980s,
Evelyn fought for and obtained major improve-
ments in the tribe’s water, housing and com-
munity building needs. She was also a cham-
pion of tribal government gaming, and was a
driving force in creating the Sycuan Bingo Pal-
ace in 1983, the first tribal gaming establish-
ment in the nation.

In the words of Cody Martinez, current
Sycuan Tribal Chairman and grandson of Ms.
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LaBrake, “She was an active participant in our
general membership meetings as recently as
this month. All Sycuan is today, is from the
hard work of her and her contemporaries.”

Evelyn was a firm believer in hard work and
did so all her life, as a Secretary and Council-
woman of her tribe, but also as a machinist at
Whittaker Survival System, where she worked
for 20 years. She cherished her large family
and deeply enjoyed their gatherings. She took
special pride in the resurgence of cultural val-
ues expressed by her family.

| want to commemorate Evelyn Mary
LaBrake for her lifetime of service to her com-
munity.
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate Michael Sanborn of
Carrollton, Texas, on being named Metrocrest
Chamber of Commerce’s “Citizen of the
Year.” Michael's leadership and dedication to
the Metrocrest community in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area has made a lasting impression
that North Texas will not soon forget. | would
like to extend my sincere thanks to Michael for
his many years of selfless service to our com-
munity.

Michael has earned recognition as one of
the most prominent and influential leaders in
North Texas’ medical community. Michael at-
tended the University of Kansas, where he re-
ceived his undergraduate and Master of
Science in Pharmacy Administration. Begin-
ning as a pharmacist, Michael was quickly
promoted to System Director of Pharmacy of
NCH Healthcare System and eventually Cor-
porate Vice President of Cardiovascular Serv-
ices for the entire Baylor Healthcare System.
In his current position as President of Baylor
Scott & White at Carrollton, Michael oversees
the 235 bed acute care facility with more than
700 employees and 500 medical staff mem-
bers. In addition, he is responsible for man-
aging services at several specialty care clinics
and diagnostic centers throughout Carrollton
and surrounding cities.

The “Citizen of the Year” award is pre-
sented annually by the Metrocrest Chamber of
Commerce to an individual who has made a
significant impact in the community. Michael
has shown honesty, integrity, and leadership
while serving others, which has left a wide
reaching and lasting effect on many in North
Texas. At Baylor Scott & White Medical Cen-
ter, Michael has made local healthcare his top
priority. Additionally, Michael is actively en-
gaged and regularly works with local non-
profits and service organizations. Michael cur-
rently serves on the boards of Metrocrest
Services and the Children’s Advocacy Center
of Denton County, and is the former Chairman
of the Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce.
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Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize Michael Sanborn for receiving the
Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce’s “Citizen
of the Year” award. | ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing
his contributions to the Metrocrest community.

———
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Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Charro Days Fiesta and commend
the 2015 “Mr. Amigo,” chosen by the Mr.
Amigo Association of Brownsville, Texas, and
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, in Mexico.

A talented Mexican actress, singer, and
dancer, Itati Cantoral has been selected as
the 2015 “Mr. Amigo.” Her style and charisma
have won the admiration of audiences across
the world. Through her work as a performer,
Ms. Cantoral has brought communities to-
gether for more than 20 years. She is an ex-
cellent choice to represent the spirit of friend-
ship.

First awarded in 1964, the title of “Mr.
Amigo” is an annual tribute to an outstanding
Mexican citizen who has made a lasting con-
tribution during the previous year to inter-
national solidarity and goodwill. “Mr. Amigo”
acts as an ambassador between the United
States and Mexico and presides over the an-
nual Charro Days Fiesta.

Charro Days dates back to 1937, when the
citizens of Brownsville organized the event in
the midst of the Great Depression to celebrate
the cultural heritage shared between Browns-
ville and its sister city across the Rio Grande,
Matamoros. The first Charro Days celebration
featured a parade with horse-drawn floats and
participants dressed in traditional Mexican
costumes reminiscent of charros, or Mexican
cowboys.

From these humble beginnings, Charro
Days has evolved into a multi-day event,
which includes dances, fiestas, a children’s
parade, and the Grand International Parade.
Thousands of participants from both sides of
the border celebrate these traditions each
year.

The 78th annual Charro Days celebration
commenced on February 22nd, with a grito, or
celebratory yell. And just yesterday, the Mayor
of Brownsville and the Mayor of Matamoros
met at the Gateway International Bridge to ex-
tend their hands across the border, symbol-
izing the friendship between the two cities.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity
to honor the Charro Days Fiesta and for join-
ing me in recognizing the importance of this
annual celebration, which continues to
strengthen the relationship between Browns-
ville and Matamoros, and the bonds between
the United States and Mexico.
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