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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, February 29, 2016, at 3 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2016 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of mercy, through whom we see 
what we can become, thank you for 
giving us another day. 

We thank You that so many Ameri-
cans have been challenged and have 
risen to the exercise of their respon-
sibilities as citizens to participate in 
the great debates of these days. 

Grant wisdom, knowledge, and under-
standing to us all, as well as an extra 
measure of charity. 

Send Your spirit upon the Members 
of this people’s House who walk 
through this valley under public scru-
tiny. Give them peace and Solomonic 
prudence in their deliberations. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PETERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. PETERS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VILLAGE OF 
PINECREST ON ITS 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 20th anni-
versary of one of South Florida’s 
grooviest communities, my hometown 
of the village of Pinecrest. 

Since its incorporation in 1996, the 
village of Pinecrest has been known as 
a family-friendly community with 
many parks and recreational areas and 
neighborhood activities that are open 
to all South Floridians. 

The village is committed to sustain-
able stewardship and environmental 
sensitivity, keeping it one of the most 
beautiful places in which to live and 
work. 

In celebration of its founding, the 
residents, schools, public officials, and 
businesses will join together on Satur-
day, March 12, for a parade starting at 
Palmetto Elementary School and end-

ing with a community picnic at Evelyn 
Greer Park. 

I encourage my Congressional col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
the village of Pinecrest and to join our 
community in celebration of this mag-
nificent milestone. 

I am honored to represent the fami-
lies in the village, and Dexter and I 
have been proud to call this wonderful 
community our home for almost 30 
years. 

f 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Black History 
Month and the countless contributions 
of African Americans as well as recog-
nizing a man who embodies the best of 
this celebration. 

Michael Maroney is president of the 
Omaha Economic Development Cor-
poration. Our North Omaha commu-
nity is a vibrant neighborhood, but one 
still facing economic challenges. 

Michael finds and furthers projects 
that result in more jobs, business own-
ership, diverse housing options, and 
training opportunities. Through Mi-
chael’s leadership, the city of Omaha is 
making significant strides to lessen the 
stress and strain of poverty. 

Every American, no matter the color 
of their skin, should be able to achieve 
their full potential. One roadblock to 
this goal is the Supreme Court’s flawed 
opinion in the Shelby v. Holder case, 
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