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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
call upon the people of our nation to re-double 
the effort to pass the Equal Rights Amend-
ment—an amendment to make real the prom-
ise of equal rights, equal justice and equal op-
portunity for women. Given the continuous as-
saults on women’s health care and reproduc-
tive rights and the persistent wage gap, there 
is no better time for this Amendment to be-
come enshrined in our constitution. This is 
long overdue and it is shameful that we con-
tinue to be three states short of ratification. 
The Constitution must guarantee and protect 
women’s rights. 

In recognition of Women’s History Month, I 
encourage my colleagues to take up this issue 
and fight for the Equal Rights Amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARCH AS 
BLEEDING DISORDERS MONTH 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize March as the first 
Bleeding Disorders Awareness month. As my 
colleagues may know, bleeding disorders are 
a group of diseases which affect more than 
three million Americans and which have no 
known cure. These diseases, which include 
hemophilia, Von Willebrand disease or VWD, 
and other rare disorders, can take a heavy toll 
on their sufferers’ standard of living and fi-
nances. However, despite these troubling re-
alities, by raising awareness, it is my hope 
that through earlier diagnosis, we might pre-
vent more complications, unnecessary proce-
dures, and disabilities so often caused by 
these diseases. 

The most common bleeding disorders, he-
mophilia and VWD, are hereditary and caused 
by disorders in blood proteins meant to clot 
and stop bleeding. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, as many as 400 babies 
are born with hemophilia each year. For he-
mophilia sufferers, their illness means that 
they require lifelong infusions of replacement 
clotting factor therapies. The financial burden 
for individuals with severe hemophilia are 
often $250,000 a year or more. While the af-
fordable care act limits annual out-of-pocket 
expenses to $6,850 for individuals and 
$13,700 for families, the high cost of clotting 
factor therapies means that those afflicted with 
the disease often pay these full amounts each 
year. 

In the past we have seen just how vulner-
able sufferers of bleeding disorders are to 

complications. When the nation’s blood supply 
became contaminated with HIV during the 
1980’s, almost 90% of severe hemophilia suf-
ferers became infected. Of those cases of HIV 
transmission, over 50% have since died of the 
disease. 

Despite these tragic outcomes, there is rea-
son for optimism. Thanks to federally funded 
Hemophilia Treatment Centers (HTCs), origi-
nally authorized by Congress in 1974, as 
many as 70% of hemophilia sufferers take ad-
vantage of specialized treatment through the 
multidisciplinary, comprehensive care in a net-
work of HTCs. According to the CDC, mortality 
rates and hospitalization rates for bleeding 
complications from hemophilia were 40% 
lower among Americans who received treat-
ment at HTCs. I am proud to say that Georgia 
hosts a total of four HTCs. 

In addition, organizations such as the Na-
tional Hemophilia Foundation have made it 
their mission to continue to raise awareness 
about rare bleeding disorders in the United 
States and abroad. So Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize those who suffer from bleed-
ing disorders and those who continue to work 
to create greater awareness of bleeding dis-
orders. 

f 

HONORING A CHAMPION FROM 
THE STATE OF HOCKEY 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my friend, and Elyite, Lt. Col. David 
Merhar for his many athletic achievements, 
service to his country, and passion for helping 
others pursue their goals. 

On February 6th his West Point number 7 
jersey was retired—one of the first three jer-
seys to ever be raised to the rafters of Tate 
Rink—in honor of his many accomplishments 
while playing for West Point’s hockey team. 
During his senior season, he became the first 
NCAA hockey player to surpass 100 points in 
a season. The 57 goals and 50 assists that 
season made him the highest scoring NCAA 
hockey player at the time and today his 107 
points in one season remains 6th all-time in 
NCAA history. 

After graduating from West Point, Dave 
went on to a fulfilling 35 year career in govern-
ment service, including 23 years in active mili-
tary duty and serving as a special assistant to 
then General Alexander Haig stationed at 
NATO headquarters in Belgium. Dave’s hard 
work and dedication helped to keep our coun-
try safe. 

Today Dave continues in public service by 
helping me select candidates for service acad-
emy nominations. I truly appreciate the time 
he sets aside every year to help me nominate 
students to service academies, such as West 
Point, so they can pursue their goals just like 
Dave. 

Once again thank you Dave for your service 
to our country, and congratulations on this his-
toric achievement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIVE DAUGH-
TERS OF THE GOLDEN WEST 
PARLOR 210 IN FORT BRAGG, 
CALIFORNIA 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 100th anniversary of the Native 
Daughters of the Golden West Parlor 210 in 
Fort Bragg, California. 

On March 2, 1916, twenty-seven women 
were initiated as charter members of the 
newly formed parlor of the Native Daughters 
of the Golden West, a statewide fraternal and 
patriotic organization that has served the com-
munity and helped preserve the town’s history 
for one hundred years. 

Over the years, the Native Daughters of 
Fort Bragg Parlor has played an important role 
in raising awareness of Fort Bragg’s unique 
history and in honoring important historical lo-
cations through plaques, volunteer work, and 
sharing the living history of the town with visi-
tors and locals alike. They have helped Fort 
Bragg students further their education as well 
as countless other philanthropic efforts. 

The longstanding dedication and commit-
ment of the Fort Bragg members of the Native 
Daughters of the Golden West has created a 
legacy of service and historic preservation in 
Fort Bragg and Mendocino County. Please 
join me in acknowledging and expressing grat-
itude to the Native Daughters of the Golden 
West Parlor 210 in Fort Bragg, California, for 
a century of service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF DORIS YOUNG HURLEY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and accomplishments of Mrs. 
Doris Young Hurley. A beloved wife, sister, 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 
as well as an irreplaceable member of the 
community, Mrs. Hurley passed away on Feb-
ruary 28th, 2016 at the age of 94. 

Born in Buffalo, New York on May 27, 1921, 
Mrs. Hurley was raised on Humboldt Parkway 
on the East Side of Buffalo. One of nine chil-
dren, she was a graduate of St. Mary 
Magdalene as well as St. Mary’s Seminary. In 
her scholastic career she was extremely proud 
of an essay she wrote in 1933 titled ‘‘Why I 
am Proud to be an American’’ which won an 
Americanism Essay award. 
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Mrs. Hurley worked for American Airlines in 

the Buffalo airport after high school and during 
World War II, where she met her future hus-
band Paul Bishop Hurley of Belmont, Massa-
chusetts when he was transferred to Buffalo. 
They were married in January 1944, and were 
together sixty-two years until his passing in 
2006. 

In her spare time, Mrs. Hurley enjoyed 
many activities including sewing, crafts, danc-
ing, and music. She was a dedicated fan of 
the Buffalo Bills. 

A devoted mother, Mrs. Hurley’s family 
brought her great joy. She is survived by her 
daughters, Mary Ann Tanski, Barbara Pacitti, 
Colleen Argus; sons Paul Jr., John, Daniel, 
Michael, William, and Timothy; 25 grand-
children; and 10 great-grandchildren. Paul Jr. 
served as President of Trocaire College from 
1998 to 2012, and John has held the position 
of President of Canisius College since 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
today to honor the memory of Mrs. Doris Y. 
Hurley, an adored mother, sister, and grand-
mother. I offer my deepest condolences to her 
family, friends, and loved ones. 

f 

HONORING MORGAN PARK HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Morgan Park High School in Chi-
cago, Illinois as it celebrates its 100th Anniver-
sary. 

The centennial celebration is a highly antici-
pated milestone for most organizations. How-
ever, only a select group gets the honor of ac-
tually celebrating one hundred years of exist-
ence and Morgan Park High School is now 
among them. Since its inception in 1916 when 
it opened its doors to less than 300 students, 
Morgan Park has been a champion for edu-
cational exceptionalism. Morgan Park is set 
apart during this momentous occasion as a 
bearer of academic excellence, a laboratory 
for stellar educators, and the training ground 
for talented and intellectually-stimulated stu-
dents. 

Mr. Speaker, the Mustang family is also a 
clan of notable alumni. Among them is physi-
cian, NASA Astronaut, and the first African- 
American woman in space Mae Jemison; 
Singer, songwriter, and record producer 
Jeremih; Actor Michael Colyar; Chicago 
Teachers Union and American Federation of 
Teachers leader Jacqueline B. Vaughn; Inven-
tor James C. Bliss; and NFL Player Corbin 
Bryant—to name a few. Mr. Speaker, I would 
be remiss if, amongst this list of notable alum-
ni, I did not mention my dedicated and diligent 
Chief of Staff, Reverend Stanley Watkins. 

The list of prestigious accomplishments that 
have emerged from the Mustang family is a 
testament of why Morgan Park High School is 
still standing 100 years strong. Mr. Speaker, 
100 is a special number because it marks two 
significant transitions: the conclusion of one 
century and the beginning of a new one. While 
this is a time to celebrate the many victories 
and cherished moments of the passing cen-
tury, it is also the moment in which we pause 
to reflect upon it critically to identify our short-

comings so that we can learn from them and 
better shape our future. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this year we celebrate 
both our beginning and our becoming. We cel-
ebrate the struggles of the past 100 years and 
we embrace the challenge of the next 100 
years. We commend the triumphant strides of 
the many leaders that have been birthed from 
this rich Mustang blood. We unleash the unbri-
dled Mustang spirit upon those who are being 
groomed now and those who are still to come. 

Mr. Speaker, therefore, we recognize this 
great achievement and commend Morgan 
Park High School for bestowing upon so many 
the opportunity of a lifetime; to pass through 
its halls, to sit in its classrooms, and to play 
on its courts. 

Go Mustangs and congratulations on reach-
ing your centennial. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF M&Ms 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to recognize Mars, Incorporated 
as they celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
M&Ms today, March 3, 2016. 

Forrest Mars Sr., son of Mars founder, 
Franklin Mars, got the inspiration for M&Ms 
while running the family candy business in the 
United Kingdom. Mars encountered soldiers 
eating small chocolate candies encased in a 
hard shell as part of their rations. These hard 
shell chocolate candies resisted melting. For-
rest Mars turned the concept into M&Ms and 
a world-renowned brand of candy. By the mid- 
1950s, M&Ms had become the number one 
candy in the United States. 

Mars, Incorporated has five governing prin-
ciples that deserve our recognition. First, they 
establish quality of their work as their first 
goal. Second, they require total responsibility 
from every member of their organization. 
Third, they seek out how to mutually serve ev-
eryone in a business relationship with them. 
Fourth, they strive to never waste resources. 
Fifth, as one of the world’s largest family- 
owned companies, they embrace the freedom 
to do business with high standards. 

After visiting M&Ms and Mars facilities in 
Central Florida and learning about their prin-
ciple-based business model, I have come to 
respect this company. Mars is a quality, fam-
ily-owned organization, and I wish M&Ms a 
happy 75th anniversary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on March 2, 2016, H.R. 3716, the 
Ensuring Access to Quality Medicaid Providers 
Act, passed the U.S. House of Representa-
tives with an overwhelming 406 ‘‘yea’’ votes. 
Had I been I present, I would have voted in 
favor of this legislation. 

IN HONOR OF LIN SCHMALE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lin Schmale, who recently retired from 
The Society of American Florists where she 
was senior director of government relations 
and an advocate for flower and plant growers 
across the nation. Lin is someone known for 
tenacity and fearlessness—as well as collabo-
ration and kindness. A walking encyclopedia 
of the federal bureaucracy, she has a long 
and well-documented history for promoting 
teamwork and partnerships to accomplish the 
sometimes seemingly impossible. 

For 22 years, Lin fought for the floral indus-
try on Capitol Hill and throughout countless 
federal agencies, bringing together diverse 
people, groups and agencies, and standing 
her ground on issues that directly affect the 
livelihood of growers, wholesalers, retailers 
and suppliers. 

Known for her sharp intellect and her ability 
to grasp and then distill complex issues, Lin 
has played a lead role in two critically impor-
tant areas: first, through her efforts, federal 
funds are now available to conduct important 
research on floral and nursery crops; and sec-
ond, she has dedicated countless hours to en-
sure safe and efficient transportation of flow-
ers and plants within the United States and 
across international borders. 

When Lin started working at SAF, the Floral 
and Nursery Research Initiative (FNRI) had 
been created and was poised to be a source 
of needed funding for research across the 
country. While the structure was in place, and 
there was support in Congress and the USDA, 
the Initiative needed more visibility. However, 
putting her knowledge of the federal and polit-
ical bureaucracy to work, and calling on a vast 
network of colleagues and peers on the Hill, 
Lin soon helped take the Initiative to the next 
level. What was initially a glimmer in the eyes 
of the industry soon became a multi-million 
dollar annual USDA research program that 
today funds a wide variety of research benefit-
ting not only the floral and nursery industries 
but literally all of agriculture. And the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture has called the Initiative 
a model program for private and public sector 
collaboration. 

As the international movement of floral prod-
ucts has increased, Lin’s role in addressing 
pest and disease issues took on more impor-
tance. 

When the pathogen Ralstonia first threat-
ened to disrupt the country’s supply of gera-
niums, Lin made sure the industry maintained 
a respectful yet loud voice in often difficult ne-
gotiations between the USDA, the Department 
of Homeland Security and other agricultural 
groups. Leveraging her deep connections in 
Washington, she brought interested parties to-
gether to craft a realistic and workable solution 
that protected the geranium industry first and 
foremost, but also addressed the needs of 
other agricultural groups and the federal gov-
ernment. That was no small feat, and some 
people have said, without exaggeration, that 
Lin saved the geranium industry in the United 
States. 

Over the years, Lin has been a strong in-
dustry advocate and negotiator in many other 
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similar situations. She has dealt with federal 
and state officials on a wide variety of other 
pest and disease issues that threatened to 
disrupt the flow of floral products. In working 
on these issues, Lin is often recognized be-
cause of her ability to get people to focus on 
the science of an issue and not only the poli-
tics. With that said, she knows politics in 
Washington, D.C., and at the state level and 
uses her knowledge to help diffuse chal-
lenging situations and work toward solutions. 

Through all of her interactions with govern-
ment officials, Lin emphasizes candor and 
transparency. For that, people in both the in-
dustry and government place great trust in her 
word. 

At The Society of American Florists, Lin 
dedicated herself to staging SAF’s annual 
Congressional Action Days event, and helped 
to inform and educate SAF members on the 
key issues of the day. And she has also had 
a major role in developing its annual Pest and 
Production Management Conference, a must- 
see for scientists, researchers and growers. 
Lin was honored this year with SAF’s John H. 
Walker Award for excellence in the field of as-
sociation management and she also received 
the Executive Director’s Award from the North 
American Plant Protection Organization for her 
collaborative work with regulatory officials from 
the United States, Mexico and Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise and 
celebrate Lin’s excellence in fighting for the 
floral industry every day on Capitol Hill and for 
her deep commitment to collaboration and 
partnerships. 

f 

HONORING THE BICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION OF OSWEGO COUN-
TY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the people and history of Oswego 
County, New York and celebrate the county’s 
200th Anniversary. The County of Oswego 
was established in March of 1816 through an 
act of the New York State Legislature. The 
county occupies 986 square miles of land on 
the southeastern shore of Lake Ontario. 

The County of Oswego has played a signifi-
cant role in the history of the Central New 
York region as well as our nation’s history. 
Fort Ontario, overlooking Lake Ontario, in 
Oswego County, is one of our nation’s most 
unique and historical landmarks. Fort Ontario 
is the only fort that has been involved in every 
war since the French and Indian War. During 
World War II, the Fort served as the nation’s 
only Emergency Refugee Camp, sheltering 
nearly 1,000 refugees. The Fort is now a state 
historic site and operates as a museum, at-
tracting tourists from across the country. 

Fort Ontario is just one example of the great 
history in Oswego County. As Oswego County 
celebrates its bicentennial, I want to honor all 
who have helped make Oswego County great 
and thank everyone who has played a part in 
preserving the irreplaceable history of Oswego 
County. 

DEBATE COACH OF THE YEAR: 
DAVE PRITSCHET 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dave Pritschet, of Brainerd High 
School in Brainerd, Minnesota, who has been 
named 2016 Coach of the Year by the Min-
nesota Debate Teachers Association. 

Dave built a great and growing debate pro-
gram at Brainerd High School that has brought 
so much honor and recognition to his students 
and to our entire community. In fact, under 
Dave’s guidance, the program has sent stu-
dents to state and national debate tour-
naments in every year but one since 2000. So 
it’s no wonder his fellow coaches saw fit to 
recognize those achievements with this year’s 
award. 

Though his students debate many things, 
they can all agree Coach Pritschet’s knowl-
edge and passion for the art of debate moti-
vates them to strive for excellence. Moreover, 
the success Brainerd’s debate team has 
earned and enjoyed is inspiring other schools 
throughout rural Minnesota to form debate 
teams where students learn to respectfully ex-
change ideas and opinions based on facts. 
That ability to speak clearly and eloquently will 
take them far in life; perhaps even to this very 
Chamber one day. 

Once again, it is an honor to recognize with 
my colleagues Minnesota’s 2016 Coach of the 
Year, Dave Pritschet. 

f 

BAKKEN U 

HON. KEVIN CRAMER 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, the people of 
North Dakota have many admirable qualities. 
Throughout the history of my state, they have 
shown resourcefulness and perseverance as 
they have produced food to feed a hungry 
world and unlocked today’s shale oil revolu-
tion. 

With low oil prices bringing a slowdown in 
the energy sector, North Dakotans are again 
showing their resilience. Many are looking to 
improve themselves by gaining new skills and 
more education. Bakken U, an innovative new 
program from the North Dakota University 
System that is funded by the North Dakota 
Petroleum Council, is helping make that hap-
pen. 

I want to congratulate Warren Logan of 
Dickinson, who left college a few years ago to 
work in North Dakota’s oilfields. As the first re-
cipient of a $5,000 Bakken U scholarship, he 
will continue to work fulltime while also being 
a fulltime student, finishing the business ad-
ministration degree he began to pursue years 
ago. 

Warren is the first of many ambitious North 
Dakotans to take advantage of this unique 
Bakken U program. Bettering themselves with 
additional education is certain to benefit them 
and my entire state. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,090,880,799,021.63. We’ve 
added $8,464,003,750,108.55 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ART OF LIVING 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Art of Living Foundation for 
its thirty-five years of promoting human values 
around the world and to wish them well as 
they kick off their World Culture Festival on 
March 11th in New Delhi, India. I’d also like to 
recognize all of the volunteers around the 
world and in New Delhi who have spent count-
less hours organizing this truly magnificent 
event. 

As a United States Congresswoman, I am 
focused on improving the lives of girls and 
women across the globe. I applaud the Art of 
Living Foundation’s programs that focus on 
empowering girls and women by giving them 
access to education, vocational skills training, 
and self-development programs. The vision 
and actions of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and the 
Foundation to empower marginalized girls and 
women is a positive force for strengthening 
our future. 

The World Culture Festival will bring to-
gether individuals from 155 diverse countries 
to promote peace and unity. Thank you for 
your tireless work and for your commitment to 
making the world a more peaceful and harmo-
nious place. Please accept my best wishes for 
a wonderful World Culture Festival and con-
gratulations to the Art of Living Foundation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN BENISHEK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
105, I was unavoidably detained and was un-
fortunately unable to vote in favor of H.R. 
3716, the Ensuring Removal of Terminated 
Providers from Medicaid and CHIP Act. As a 
doctor, I know how important it is to make 
sure that only qualified professionals are eligi-
ble for participating in health care programs 
like Medicaid and CHIP. Had I been present, 
I would have voted aye. 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL SANDY BEST 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise with great 
pride to honor my friend, Brigadier General 
Sandy Best, the first woman in the Minnesota 
National Guard to be promoted to the rank of 
General. In recognition of her extraordinary 
leadership and exemplary service to the 
Guard and to our Nation, she began her new 
command of the 133rd Airlift Wing and 148th 
Fighter Wing on February 25th. 

In her many visits to my office, General Best 
has always been an outstanding advocate for 
the Minnesota National Guard. She exempli-
fies the best of what makes our National 
Guard so effective. In her former role as the 
Minnesota National Guard’s Director of Gov-
ernment Relations she advocated for Min-
nesota’s bases at the federal and state level, 
contributing greatly to making our state’s 
bases some of America’s premier defense op-
erations. 

Members of the Minnesota National Guard 
have been deployed around the world, and 
they always stand ready to help our region 
when natural disasters strike and people are 
in need of aid and assistance. I’m confident 
that both the 133rd Airlift Wing and 148th 
Fighter Wing are in strong hands under Gen-
eral Best’s command. And I know she will 
continue her strong advocacy for the brilliant, 
highly trained and hardworking men and 
women of Minnesota’s National Guard. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing General Sandy Best for her historic ac-
complishment and service to our great nation. 

f 

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATORS 

HON. KEVIN CRAMER 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
greatest challenges in public education is the 
integration of learning opportunities for excep-
tional children. 

Dedicated parents, teachers, staff and ad-
ministrators all contribute to the success of 
this effort. Today I congratulate Meredith 
Frisch, a paraprofessional at Westside Ele-
mentary School in West Fargo, who was rec-
ognized as Paraeducator of the Year by the 
North Dakota Council for Exceptional Children. 

This award recognizes individuals who work 
to promote significant educational successes 
for students, a commitment to continued pro-
fessional development and the highest stand-
ards of educational quality. 

Meredith represents well all paraeducators 
in my state who dedicate their careers to 
working with exceptional students. She is 
known for her commitment to finding the best 
in all students, encouraging them to reach 
above and beyond their potential all with a 
unique brand of compassion and humor. 

She is a credit to all educators throughout 
North Dakota, and our state is better because 
of her devotion to exceptional students. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend House Roll Call Vote Numbers 71 
through 78 on February 11, 2016. If present, 
I would have voted Yes on vote numbers 71, 
73, 74, and 75 and voted No on vote numbers 
72, 76, 77 and 78. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF OFFICER DAVID 
HOFER 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life and memory of Officer 
David Hofer of the Euless, Texas Police De-
partment. Officer Hofer was tragically killed 
while serving in the line of duty on March 1, 
2016. 

David’s career as an officer began in 2009 
after joining the New York Police Department. 
A native of Brooklyn, New York and a 2008 
graduate of New York University, David ful-
filled his lifelong dream of becoming a police 
officer soon after completing his degree. After 
dutifully serving the people of New York for 
five years, David relocated to North Texas 
where he accepted a position with the Euless 
Police Department. 

David was an upstanding citizen of the com-
munity, and an outstanding police officer. He 
is remembered as a loving son, brother, 
fiancé, and hero. David’s service and dedica-
tion to his neighbors, his community, and the 
City of Euless will never be forgotten. As we 
memorialize David’s life within the halls of 
Congress, may we never forget his commit-
ment and sacrifice for the safety and wellbeing 
of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to stand here 
today to recognize a true hero. I ask all of my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Officer David Hofer. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JAMES KEHOE 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate James Kehoe on his recent re-
tirement as Business Manager for the Plumb-
ers & Pipefitters Local Union 322 of Winslow 
Township, New Jersey, after thirty-six years of 
membership. Jim has had a lasting impact for 
generations to come and I would like to ap-
plaud him for his service. 

Jim graduated from Rutgers University with 
a degree in Business Administration in 1979 
and then joined the Local 322 Apprenticeship 
Program. He served his community tirelessly 
with the Camden County Improvement Author-
ity and the Camden County United Way. As 
Vice President of the Southern New Jersey 

AFL–CIO, a board member of the Union Orga-
nization for Social Service and president of the 
Southern New Jersey Building Trades Council, 
Jim worked to improve the lives of working 
families in New Jersey. 

As a trustee at Rowan University, a board 
member on the Senator Walter Rand Institute 
of Public Affairs at Rutgers University and as 
chair of the Casino Reinvestment Develop-
ment Authority, Jim has worked tirelessly to 
improve the lives of families and all of south-
ern New Jersey. Jim has worked with multiple 
community service organizations, including the 
Salvation Army, Catholic Charities, Boy Scouts 
of America and the American Red Cross and 
I commend him for his social action and devo-
tion to the betterment of our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, James Kehoe is a great Amer-
ican whose dedication to community service is 
an inspiration to his family, friends, and our 
entire state. I join with his Plumbers & Pipe-
fitters brothers and sisters and all of New Jer-
sey in thanking him for his outstanding service 
and in wishing him continued success and 
prosperity in all his future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF H. MARIE 
SMITH’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 90th birthday of H. Marie Smith, 
an institution in Monroe, Michigan. 

Marie Smith, or Sweet Marie as she is 
known by many, was born on March 1st, 1926 
in Monroe, Michigan, which remains her home 
to this day. She married William D. Smith on 
December 27th, 1947, and had four wonderful 
children; Mark, Paul W., Brian and Alison. 

Marie Smith has been part of the fabric of 
the Monroe community for decades. As a 
young woman, she worked in the Betrus Mar-
ket. This market was owned and operated by 
her parents for 47 years and was considered 
the ‘‘meeting place for the neighborhood’’. 
Marie lived in the building connected to the 
market until she married. In 1948, Marie and 
her husband cofounded the Monroe Commu-
nity Players to produce theatrical productions 
for the people of Monroe and Southeast Michi-
gan. To this day, the Monroe Community Play-
ers is still working as a nonprofit and volunteer 
organization to produce performances for the 
community. Even though ‘‘Sweet Marie’’ has 
retired, she still helps as a house manager for 
the Monroe Community Players. 

To this day, she lives on her own, drives her 
own car, is active on social media and is crit-
ical in keeping people connected to ensure 
they are a part of the broader community. Her 
children have made her proud. Mark was a re-
spected attorney in Monroe. Paul W. is known 
throughout America as the voice of the Great 
Lakes on the number one radio station, WJR. 
Alison is well-known in the healthcare commu-
nity as a senior executive with ProMedica. 

H. Marie Smith has worked tirelessly to im-
prove the quality of life for the people of Mon-
roe through her support of and passion for the 
arts in Monroe. She continues the tradition of 
one of the staple markets and community 
gathering locations, serving as the glue that 
binds people. We celebrate her birthday with 
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pride and gratitude for everything she has 
done for the good of her community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to celebrate the 90th birthday of my 
friend H. Marie Smith and wish her many 
more years of success. 

f 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS 

HON. KEVIN CRAMER 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, North Dakota’s 
exceptional quality of life has often been rec-
ognized by those who live in my state and 
those who wish they did. 

The secret to this quality of life can be 
found in the quality of our people, the many 
individuals who dedicate their careers and vol-
unteer time to making their communities bet-
ter. 

Today, I want to recognize Rebekah 
Christensen, director of the Richland-Wilkin 
Kinship Program. She was presented with this 
year’s Outstanding Citizen Award by the 
Wahpeton Breckenridge Area Chamber of 
Commerce for her work as head of this pro-
gram. 

This Richland-Wilkin Kinship Program 
matches young people with volunteer adults. 
Its motto is ‘‘Mentors are ordinary people 
doing ordinary thing that produce extraordinary 
results.’’ This motto holds true as well with dy-
namic leaders like Rebekah, her mentor volun-
teers and board members, and the many com-
munity members who support the program fi-
nancially and with community engagement op-
portunities. 

They are all contributing to supporting 
young people in the Wahpeton-Breckenridge 
area and helping them transition into success-
ful adults. 

f 

55TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
PEACE CORPS 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join in the celebration of the 55th Anniversary 
of the Peace Corps. 

Since the program’s establishment on 
March 1st, 1961 by President John F. Ken-
nedy, the Peace Corps has been working to 
promote peace and friendship, and to help na-
tions tackle some of the most pressing chal-
lenges they face. As we celebrate, let’s re-
member that the Peace Corps is now active in 
over 130 nations and its volunteers remain 
committed to tackling issues such as climate 
change, pandemic disease, food security, and 
gender inequality and empowerment. 

In the 55 years since its’ founding, over 
220,000 U.S. citizens, including current Mem-
bers of Congress, have served their nation in 
the Peace Corps. And many more are eager 
to serve. In 2015, the Peace Corps received 
its highest number of applications (over 
23,000) since 1975. 

Peace Corps volunteers go abroad for de-
ployments of 2 years aid in the social and 

economic developments in some of the 
world’s poorest countries. They serve as 
teachers and health care providers in commu-
nities that lack access to various necessities 
like food, water, education, healthcare, equal-
ity and disease prevention. They also help our 
nation by becoming the face of America to 
those they interact with while themselves gain-
ing a better understanding of the culture and 
people of other nations. Volunteers often im-
merse themselves in the communities that 
they are sent to and play a unique role in 
shaping the lives of the individuals perma-
nently living there. 

I want to take a moment to congratulate the 
22 residents of my congressional district who 
currently serve as Peace Corps volunteers. 
They have been deployed to South Africa, In-
donesia, Ethiopia, and Ecuador, just to name 
a few. I wish these young men and women 
the best of luck as they begin to make a dif-
ference in the communities they have been 
deployed to. And I have no doubt that these 
talented and skilled young people will make an 
incredible difference as Peace Corps volun-
teers. 

I strongly support the Peace Corps. The 
Peace Corps represents the best of America 
and the undimmed potential of ‘‘soft power’’ 
initiatives that help make our world a better 
place. In the midst of poverty and through war 
and conflict, the Peace Corps has shown the 
world a hopeful, uplifting side of America that 
reflects our fundamental values of peace, 
prosperity, and progress. The Peace Corps 
will be a vital part of the U.S. diplomatic and 
development response and a sign of our na-
tion’s long term commitment to help alleviate 
suffering around the globe. 

Let us work to keep this program strong and 
in business for another 55 years. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on February 12, 
2016, I was unable to attend House Roll Call 
Vote Numbers 79 through 82. If present, I 
would have voted Yes on vote numbers 79 
and 82 and voted No on vote numbers 80 and 
81. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF POGROMS AGAINST ARME-
NIANS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the twenty-eighth anniversary 
of the pogroms against people of Armenian 
descent in Sumgait, Azerbaijan. 

Peaceful demonstrations descended into 
chaos when Azerbaijani rioters attacked Arme-
nian men and women advocating for democ-
racy on February 27, 1988. After three days of 
unspeakable violence, hundreds of Armenians 
lost their lives and thousands more no longer 
had a place to call home. 

Undeterred by Soviet oppression, the Arme-
nian community and its dedication to demo-
cratic self-determination sparked a movement 
that finally helped bring an end to the dictator-
ship of the Soviet Union. The courage dem-
onstrated by the Armenian people of Nagorno 
Karabakh in demanding their rights even after 
all of the adversity is admirable and should 
never be forgotten. 

Today, authoritarian leaders in Azerbaijan 
continue to aggravate efforts by the OSCE 
Minsk Group to achieve lasting peace in 
Nagorno Karabakh and the surrounding re-
gion. This ancient Christian land has borne 
witness to several crimes against humanity 
over the years, and I have hope the United 
States will take on its moral responsibility to 
ensure the people of Armenia do not live in 
fear. 

On behalf of the thousands of Armenian 
Americans living in my congressional district, I 
invite my colleagues to stand with me and the 
proud people of Nagorno Karabakh in remem-
bering the lives lost and reinvigorating our 
commitment to freedom and democracy. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF BILL BAILEY 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great man, and an icon of our Hous-
ton community, retired Harris County Precinct 
8 Constable Bill Bailey. 

Bill Bailey has been the voice of 
RodeoHouston for the past three decades. He 
has brought unparalleled enthusiasm and 
depth of expertise to his craft, honed by years 
of experience. Bill has been involved with the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo for over 
50 years, where he serves as both a board 
member and a lifetime vice president. 

Bill’s iconic voice and announcing talent 
were honed by an equally prodigious career in 
broadcast radio, which saw Bill inducted into 
the Country Radio Broadcasters Hall of Fame 
in 2010. Through the medium of the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo, Bill Bailey has 
also been instrumental in raising millions of 
dollars for educational scholarships to benefit 
Texas area youth and to enrich countless 
other worthy causes across Southeast Texas. 

Let me extend my most hearty congratula-
tions to Bill Bailey as he retires from 
RodeoHouston and turns the page on another 
chapter in his storied life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING YOUNG 
ENTREPRENEURS 

HON. KEVIN CRAMER 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, North Dakota’s 
research universities are nurturing bright stu-
dents in a variety of programs that encourage 
them to learn, grow, innovate and even 
change the world. 

Today, I congratulate North Dakota State 
University student Andrew Dalman, a graduate 
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student in the mechanical engineering pro-
gram. He has been recognized by the U.S. 
Society of Manufacturing Engineering as one 
of the ‘‘30 under 30 Brightest Manufacturing 
Engineers.’’ And again, Forbes magazine has 
put Andrew on its list of ‘‘30 Under 30 in Man-
ufacturing and Engineering in 2016.’’ 

Andy has helped develop an affordable 3D- 
printed prosthetic arm for children. He was on 
an NDSU team designing a new shape and 
type of ceramic dental implant. Now he is fo-
cusing on an advanced bone technology 
project to make medical testing cheaper, safer 
and more ethical. 

The talents of young entrepreneurs and 
innovators like Andy bring hope and promise 
to our world as they focus their bright minds 
on some of the greatest challenges and op-
portunities facing us today. This is the highest 
calling of our state’s higher education system, 
especially our outstanding research univer-
sities, and I commend all who are part of it. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ELIZABETH 
CITY STATE UNIVERSITY’S 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise in recognition of the 
125th Anniversary of Elizabeth City State Uni-
versity—a public, historically black college in 
North Carolina’s First Congressional District. 

On March 3, 1891, Representative Hugh 
Cale, an African American member of the 
North Carolina General Assembly from 
Pasquotank County sponsored House Bill 383, 
which established a normal school to train Af-
rican Americans to become primary school 
teachers. Dr. Peter W. Moore, a former slave, 
served as the school’s first Principal, and then 
President until his retirement in 1928. 

Dr. John Henry Bias became the school’s 
second president in 1928 and was responsible 
for spearheading efforts to implement a bacca-
laureate program. In 1937, the school’s name 
was officially changed to Elizabeth City State 
Teachers College after receiving approval 
from state officials to become a four year 
school. The first Bachelor of Science degrees 
in Elementary Education were awarded in 
1939. 

In 1963, the school’s name was changed to 
Elizabeth City State College and was ulti-
mately named Elizabeth City State University 
in 1969 when the school began awarding 
graduate degrees. When the University of 
North Carolina System was formed in 1972, 
Elizabeth City State University was one of the 
16 public institutions to be granted member-
ship. 

Nearly 2,500 students attend ECSU. The 
university now offers 28 undergraduate de-
grees and 4 graduate programs of study in 
fields like aviation, natural sciences, arts, 
mathematics, business, and economics. The 
ECSU Vikings compete in the Central Inter-
collegiate Athletic Association (CIAA) Division 
II and have produced many star athletes over 
the years. 

Elizabeth City State University, like many 
other Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities, has played an important part in African 

American culture, the history of North Caro-
lina, and has contributed to the overall suc-
cess of American higher education. 

For well over a century, ECSU has lived up 
to its motto ‘‘To Live is to Learn’’ by producing 
lifelong learners and affording generations of 
North Carolinians with the tools necessary to 
be leaders in our global society. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing and congratulating Elizabeth 
City State University for 125 years of serving 
and educating African Americans seeking 
higher education in my state. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAN EARL JONES 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Dan Earl 
Jones, Chairman of the South Carolina Cable 
Television Association from 2015–2016 and 
Vice President of Government Relations and 
Time Warner Cable of South Carolina, on his 
upcoming retirement. 

In over 30 years as a community advocate 
in the state of South Carolina, Dan has 
achieved an exemplary and successful career. 
He has served with numerous organizations 
including the South Carolina Chamber of 
Commerce, the Columbia and Charleston Op-
timist Clubs, the Brookland-Cayce High School 
Education Foundation, and the Lexington 
Medical Center Board of Directors. A graduate 
of Charleston Southern University, he also 
currently serves on its Board of Visitors. I am 
grateful for his admirable service and dedica-
tion to the community. 

While having the opportunity to serve in the 
South Carolina Senate and now Congress re-
ceiving briefings from Dan, I always could 
count on his integrity and honesty. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and so I missed Roll Call vote 
number 105 regarding the ‘‘Ensuring Removal 
of Terminated Providers from Medicaid and 
CHIP Act’’ (H.R. 3716). Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP JAMES L. 
DAVIS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a fifth generation African 
Methodist Episcopal minister, Presiding Prel-
ate, Bishop James Levert Davis on the end of 
his outstanding tenure as the Presiding Prel-
ate of the 9th African Methodist Episcopal Dis-
trict and for his dedicated and distinguished 
service to the State of Alabama. 

Bishop Davis is the son of the late Mother 
Dorothy Lynch, the late Reverend Sam Davis 
and Mother Alma Davis. He is married to his 
partner in ministry, Arelis Beevers Davis. They 
are the proud parents of Dr. Nicole Davis 
Pass and Damarys Monique Burnett; and the 
proud grandparents of Patrick James Pass, 
Ashton James Pass, Baron Christopher 
Valentino Burnett and Noel Olivia Burnett. 

Bishop Davis attended both public and pri-
vate schools in Alabama and received the call 
to ministry at age 12. Bishop Davis is a grad-
uate of Morris Brown College in Atlanta, Geor-
gia where he earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree and later matriculated at Turner Theo-
logical Seminary where he earned his Master 
of Divinity degree. He also received a Doc-
torate of Ministry degree from the Interdenomi-
national Theological Center in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. Bishop Davis’ leadership roles have in-
cluded the 123rd Bishop in the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. He was appointed to 
the 19th Episcopal District which encom-
passed the Republic of South Africa. Bishop 
Davis furthered the legacy of self-help and 
self-reliance through his ministry during his 
time living on the continent of Africa from 2004 
to 2008. 

Bishop Davis has preached and taught for 
over 45 years and has served the African 
Methodist church and community faithfully. His 
exemplary work and commitment to his call 
has earned the respect and admiration of fel-
low ministers, church members, government 
leaders and our community. 

It was under the leadership of Bishop Davis 
that the 9th Episcopal District was able to pur-
chase and renovate the District Headquarters 
located in downtown Birmingham, AL. It took 
only twenty-five months for the District to cele-
brate burning their mortgage while reporting 
$1.8 million in budget assessments and were 
able to donate over $60,000 to local churches 
in need. 

Bishop Davis continues to demonstrate an 
exemplary commitment to community service 
through his work as the chair of the Board of 
Directors for the Daniel Payne College where 
he promoted his remarkable vision for its prop-
erty which could help generate funds for the 
church. Under his leadership, The Daniel 
Payne College Foundation, Inc. of the 9th 
Episcopal District was able to purchase the 
Daniel Payne Middle School making this the 
largest property owned by an African Amer-
ican institution in the State of Alabama. 

On a personal note, Bishop Davis has moti-
vated and inspired me to utilize my gifts and 
talents in planting and reaping and sowing 
good seeds throughout Alabama’s 7th Con-
gressional District. I want to thank him for his 
continued support and encouragement as we 
both seek to serve God’s people for the ad-
vancement of a better world. 

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District, 
the State of Alabama and this nation, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the ac-
complishments of Bishop James Levert Davis. 
We pay tribute to his distinguished career and 
contributions for the betterment of the State of 
Alabama and extend deep appreciation for his 
exemplary service as the Presiding Prelate of 
the 9th Episcopal District. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
on March 2, 2016—I was not present for roll 
call vote 105. If I had been present for this 
vote, I would have voted: ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 
vote 105. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING MATSON GUAM ON ITS 
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF SERVICE 
ON GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Matson Guam 
as the company celebrates its 20th anniver-
sary of business and service to the people of 
Guam. Matson Guam began operations on 
February 1, 1996, during which it has provided 
continuous and uninterrupted service to 
Guam. Matson Guam has also made strong 
partnerships and provides services to neigh-
boring islands in the Pacific, including the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Republic of Palau and Republic of 
the Marshall Islands. Matson Guam also 
served as the only U.S. carrier servicing 
Guam and Micronesia from 2011 to 2015. 

Matson Guam is a part of a global company 
founded in 1882 which began carrying food 
and supplies from California to Hawaii. Today, 
Matson is a diversified company whose pri-
mary interest is in carrying freight between the 
Pacific Coast and Hawaii. Matson is the lead-
ing U.S. carrier in the Pacific and provides a 
vital lifeline to the economies of many Pacific 
islands. 

In addition to Matson Guam’s shipping and 
logistics services in the region, Matson Guam 
also makes many contributions to the local 
community and throughout Micronesia through 
the Matson Foundation. In 2016 alone, the 
Matson Foundation is estimated to have con-
tributed over $200,000 to local causes. Addi-
tionally, Matson Guam is a key sponsor for the 
Festival of the Pacific Arts that will take place 
in Guam this summer. As part of the partner-
ship, Matson Guam recently shipped a 
Sakman canoe, a traditional Chamorro fishing 
boat from San Diego, California to Guam. The 
Sakman symbolizes the tie between the com-
pany’s shipping operations and Guam’s sea-
faring heritage. 

Matson Guam is also committed to environ-
mentally friendly initiatives aimed at protecting 
and preserving the natural resources of the re-
gion. As part of this commitment, Matson 
Guam leads an environmental and community 
relations program called Adahi I Tano’ which 
translates to ‘‘taking care of our island.’’ The 
company donates the use of container equip-
ment on Guam for environmental cleanup 
projects arranged by non-profit organizations, 
and pays for trucking expenses for the deliv-
ery and pickup of the containers. Matson also 
awards these non-profit organizations a $500 
contribution for each successful cleanup. 

Since 2013, over 5 dozen non-profit organiza-
tions participating in the program have con-
ducted over 80 cleanups to help the environ-
ment and in turn help their individual organiza-
tions carry out their missions. 

I thank Matson Guam for their service to the 
island and region over the last two decades. 
I congratulate Matson Guam on its 20th anni-
versary and commend the company’s leader-
ship and employees for their contributions to 
the people of Guam and communities through-
out the region. I look forward to their future 
contributions and success. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MASON COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor a remarkable organization, the Mason 
County Farm Bureau. The Mason County 
Farm Bureau from Central Illinois is an integral 
organization that promotes agricultural pros-
perity. After many years of success and serv-
ice, the Mason County Farm Bureau is cele-
brating their 100th anniversary. 

Mason County Farm Bureau was chartered 
on February 16, 1916 by local farmers inter-
ested in promoting agriculture on a local, 
state, and national level. Today, the group has 
over 1,500 members supporting the agrarian 
community and economy throughout the coun-
ty. 

Not only does Mason County Farm Bureau 
focus on agricultural issues, but they have ef-
fectively established committees for young 
leaders involved in agriculture. These commit-
tees include initiatives like Farm Safety Day, 
Young Leaders Conference, and Farm Bureau 
scholarships. Programs like these greatly 
serve the community by ensuring that today’s 
young aspiring farmers effectively, safely and 
efficiently grow a better quality and more 
abundant crop for future generations. 

Ilinois has become a major economic force 
within the agricultural sector because of farm 
bureaus like Mason County that come to-
gether and enhance opportunities for local 
farmers, their families, and the community as 
a whole. I extend my sincere congratulations 
to Mason County Farm Bureau for their out-
standing accomplishments and contributions to 
Illinois. I hope the organization continues to 
grow and prosper for the next one hundred 
years. 

f 

HONORING THE PASSING OF ATTY. 
LINDA SARNO 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the passing of community activist 
and civic and religious leader, Atty. Linda 
Sarno, who passed away on February 1, 
2016. Atty. Sarno was a beloved community 
organizer and leader who supported the devel-
opment and professionalism of Filipino Amer-

ican businesses and raised awareness and 
appreciation for Filipino culture and cuisine in 
Southern California. She started initiatives in 
the community to promote the advantages of 
green technology, health, and conservation 
both in business and everyday life. She was 
co-founder and director emeritus of the Filipino 
American Chamber of Commerce of Orange 
County where she encouraged young entre-
preneurship, and was also actively involved in 
the Asian Business Association of Orange 
County. Atty. Sarno will be deeply missed by 
her family, friends, and our community. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
CINDI FELDWISCH 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Lieutenant Colonel Cindi Feldwisch, a cham-
pion of women’s rights who served her country 
with distinction as one of the ‘‘First Five’’ 
women in the United States Air Force Honor 
Guard (USAFHG). 

When Lt. Col. Feldwisch entered uniformed 
service in 1975, women did not serve in the 
USAFHG. This elite ceremonial unit in the 
United States Air Force (USAF) is charged 
with representing the USAF at all public and 
official ceremonies in the National Capital Re-
gion. These ceremonies include funerals for 
deceased USAF personnel, occasions for vis-
iting dignitaries and military officials, wreath- 
laying at the Tomb of the Unknowns, and 
White House arrival ceremonies. In 1973, the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative 
Affairs had issued a memorandum instructing 
the USAF to incorporate women into the 
USAFHG. 

In 1976 a new training program began with 
the intention of integrating women into the 
USAFHG. Lt. Col. Feldwisch and four com-
rades defied expectations and, in the words of 
their commanding officer, Captain Marcel 
Mayer, ‘‘they not only survived the training, 
they excelled.’’ On July 15, 1976, Lt. Col. 
Feldwisch along with Teresa Brown, Margaret 
Jones, Madelyn Ritz, and Elizabeth Root grad-
uated and became the first female members 
of the USAFHG. Collectively, they are known 
in the USAFHG as the ‘‘First Five.’’ 

Nevertheless, the First Five still endured 
discrimination and sexism. For example, the 
First Five were not initially allowed to carry M– 
1 rifles in ceremonies because of a ban pro-
hibiting women from participating in combat. It 
would have been easy to accept this second 
rate status, but Lt. Col. Feldwisch and the 
other female members of USAFHG refused. In 
1977 they penned a letter to First Lady, 
Rosalynn Carter, who issued a statement in 
their support. By January 1978, there was a 
change in policy allowing women to participate 
in all ceremonies with their M–1s. 

Lt. Col. Feldwisch went on to serve four 
years of active duty in the USAFHG. After re-
ceiving her Bachelor of Science at the Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado, she returned to duty 
as an enlisted member of the Colorado Air 
National Guard, earning her commission as a 
Second Lieutenant, in 1991. She has risen 
through the ranks, and in 2006 she became a 
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Lieutenant Colonel. From November 2000–Oc-
tober 2003, Lt. Col. Feldwisch served three 
years of active duty at the Air Force Safety 
Center in Kirtland, New Mexico. From July– 
October 2004, she deployed overseas and 
served in Baghdad. Currently, Lt. Col. 
Feldwisch is the Executive Officer for the As-
sistant Adjutant General, Joint Force Head-
quarters, New Mexico National Guard, Kirtland 
Air Force Base, New Mexico. 

Col. Feldwisch is a highly decorated officer 
and has received numerous awards and deco-
rations for her service to her country. These 
include the Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal, the Air 
Force Commendation Medal, the Air Force 
Achievement Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and the United Nations 
Medal. 

Our military has undertaken tremendous ad-
vancements since Lt. Col. Feldwisch entered 
the USAFHG. Indeed, women can now serve 
alongside men in combat, something that was 
hard to imagine when Lt. Col. Feldwisch en-
tered the service. She was influential in ex-
panding women’s rights in the military and has 
paved the way for future generations of 
women to serve their country with distinction. 

Lt. Col. Feldwisch and the other members of 
the First Five who bravely entered the 
USAFHG in 1976 are role models for all 
women and girls. Lt. Col. Feldwisch dem-
onstrated that nothing is impossible so long as 
you are not willing to take no for an answer. 
For this and her years of service I honor her 
today. 

IN RECOGNITION OF HOWARD P. 
DREW 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize one of Springfield’s 
most famous residents, Olympic athlete and 
scholar Howard P. Drew. 

Howard was born on June 28, 1890 in Lex-
ington, Virginia but was raised in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. As a high school student at 
Springfield High School, Howard tied the world 
record for the 100 meter dash to qualify for 
the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Later, as a student at the University of South-
ern California, he broke the record for the 100 
meter and 200 meter dash. Despite having 
many personal problems, he persevered and 
was able to travel to participate in an array of 
competitions. Howard won numerous medals 
throughout the Northeast, especially in Massa-
chusetts. His triumphs in track and field were 
covered by every major newspaper including 
the Boston Globe and the New York Times. 

During his time at University of Southern 
California, Howard was the first African-Amer-
ican man to write for USC’s newspaper, titled 
the Daily Southern Californian, as well as 
being the first African-American man inducted 
into the Skull and Dagger Society, an exclu-
sive academic club at USC. Before finishing 
his education, Howard enlisted and became a 
Sergeant in the Supply Company, 809th Pio-
neer Infantry Regiment, and the Eighty-Eighth 
Division of the United States Army during 
World War I, and during that time, he ran and 
coached the Army track teams in Neil, France. 
Once leaving the Army and finishing law 
school, he became a judge in Hartford, Con-
necticut and was elected to Justice of the 

Peace several times during the 1940s. Each 
of these positions was the first to be held by 
an African American in the State of Con-
necticut. 

Mr. Speaker, as Springfield celebrates his 
legacy, let us remember all of Howard P. 
Drew’s outstanding achievements, as we re-
call his legacy as a role model for today’s high 
school athletes and students all over the coun-
try. 

f 

HONORING MRS. MARIAN 
KRUPICKA 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Marian Krupicka as Darien, Illinois’ Cit-
izen of the Year 2016. 

Mrs. Krupicka first began her support of 
public libraries in 1978 by volunteering with 
the Darien Library, which at that time was 
housed in a bus. What started as a small book 
mobile in a parking lot in Darien in 1978 has 
grown to the renowned award winning Indian 
Prairie Public Library thanks to Mrs. Krupicka 
and her perseverance to achieve the best. 

Mrs. Krupicka’s contribution to the Darien 
community doesn’t stop at her library service; 
she also dedicated 30 years of her life to edu-
cating students. She was a Language Arts 
and Social Studies teacher at Eisenhower 
High School. During her teaching career, she 
touched many students’ hearts through her 
‘‘not one size fits all’’ teaching philosophy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Mrs. Krupicka for being 
named Darien’s Citizen of the Year and thank 
her for the time, service, and commitment she 
has given to our community. 
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