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American
Rights.

Berta Caceres was an inspiration to
people around the world, and her death
is a great loss for all the people of Hon-
duras. The immediate question is what
President Hernandez and his govern-
ment, which has too often ignored or
passively condoned attacks against
Honduran social activists, will do to
support an independent investigation,
prosecution, and punishment of those
responsible for this despicable crime
and, beyond that, what steps will the
government take to protect the many
others, including members of COPINH,
who are in need of protection, and to
stand up for the rights of people like
Berta who risk their lives peacefully
defending the environment and their
livelihoods.

The answers to those questions will
weigh heavily on the Congress’s sup-
port for future assistance for that gov-
ernment.
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REMEMBERING JUSTICE ANTONIN
SCALIA

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, with
the passing of Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia, our Nation has lost an
exceptional jurist and unshakable de-
fender of the U.S. Constitution.

Justice Scalia will be remembered
for using his substantial intellect to af-
fect how the American public views the
Constitution and the role of the courts
in interpreting the law. His thoughtful
opinions over nearly 30 years on the
Court shaped modern jurisprudence and
helped facilitate a larger discussion on
the role of the Constitution in contem-
porary terms and application.

Justice Scalia had an accomplished
career as an attorney, law professor,
general counsel for the Office of Tele-
communications Policy, chairman of
the Administrative Conference, Assist-
ant Attorney General for the Office of
Legal Counsel for the Department of
Justice, and as a judge for the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit. It was an honor for me
to support his confirmation as an Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court fol-
lowing his nomination by President
Reagan in 1986.

Justice Scalia, who had a great love
for the arts, education, and hunting,
developed an affinity for the State of
Mississippi and made many friends dur-
ing his visits to my State. Many Mis-
sissippians shared Justice Scalia’s in-
terest in hunting deer, duck, quail, and
turkey, but his most important influ-
ence on Mississippi may result from
the generous time he invested speaking
to young scholars during his visits to
university campuses in my State.

We mark Justice Scalia’s passing by
rightfully acknowledging his many
years of public service, his defense of
the founding principles of our Nation,
and his steadfast adherence to a con-
servative view of our Constitution. I
am proud to have known and supported
him.
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I extend to his family sincere condo-
lences and the thanks of a grateful Na-
tion for Justice Scalia’s distinguished
contributions and service to our Na-
tion.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JOHN MATTHEWS

e Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor John Matthews on his
recent retirement from Madison Teach-
ers Incorporated, MTI, after serving
the local teachers union for an impres-
sive 48 years as executive director.
Hired in 1968 as MTI’s first executive
secretary, a title subsequently changed
to executive director, it is believed
that John is one of the longest serving
full-time heads of a teachers’ union in
the country.

Formed as the Madison Education
Association, MEA, in the 1930s, MTI
served as a predominantly professional
organization until 1964 when it became
certified as the exclusive collective
bargaining agent for teachers serving
in the Madison Metropolitan School
District, MMSD. In rapid succession,
the first professional negotiations com-
mittee, PNC, was elected in 1965, fol-
lowed by a name change to Madison
Teachers Incorporated, MTI, in 1966.
With an expanding membership of ap-
proximately 1,125, MTI realized the
need for professional staff, hiring John
to lead their efforts in June of 1968.

Growing up in Billings, MT, as the
son of the State budget director and
the grandson of a Montana Supreme
Court justice, John began to develop
his passion for fighting injustice within
his grandfather’s chambers, as well as
in and around the Montana State Cap-
itol. In 1968, as a high school history
and English teacher, John almost im-
mediately found himself involved in
negotiations regarding health care cov-
erage for teachers. It was a path that
would define both the man and his ca-
reer in a profound way.

His almost five decades as MTI exec-
utive director have been dedicated to
protecting MTI’s employees and the
teachers of Madison’s public schools.
His strong belief in the power of con-
tracts, especially in a school district
where contracts govern schools, has
guided his every decision. Under his
leadership, MTI has negotiated for the
enforcement of strong contracts that
uphold and strengthen the rights of
teachers. His undeniable dedication to
the teachers’ union has been dem-
onstrated in his fiery leadership style
and tenacity to speak out and protect
workers’ rights to collectively bargain.

Described by others as engaged, in-
sightful, and ever ready to not only lis-
ten to teachers’ concerns but act on
them, John’s leadership exemplifies an
unwavering dedication to the rights of
public school teachers and public work-
ers. His success in leading MTI is evi-
denced by the positive actions and out-
comes achieved by organized labor,
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particularly in a State where the role
of unions has recently been challenged.

Over the years, I have been honored
to stand in solidarity with John on the
issues and am proud to call him my
friend. On the occasion of his retire-
ment, I am pleased to recognize John
Matthew’s longstanding dedication to
Madison Teachers Incorporated and his
fight to protect the rights and personal
livelihood of the Madison teachers he
served. He has impacted lives through
his constant engagement, personal
kindness, and fiery leadership. I wish
John and his family all the best in his
retirement and happiness for many
years to come.®

—————

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT TIM
LINGLE

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Sergeant Tim Lingle
of the Roosevelt County Sheriff’s of-
fice. Sergeant Lingle has recently been
named the Montana American Legion
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year.

Sergeant Lingle has been living and
working in Roosevelt County for 15
years, 9 of those years has been for the
county’s sheriff’s office. He started his
Montana law enforcement career with
Poplar Police Department in 2000, then
moved to the Fort Peck Department of
Law and Justice before transferring to
Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Office.

Sergeant Lingle serves the Roosevelt
County Sheriff’s Office not only as a
sergeant but also as deputy coroner,
firearms instructor, and as the
Culbertson-Bainville-Froid contract
deputy. He has also served the State of
Montana as a member of the American
Legion and has attended training as a
driving instructor and a DARE instruc-
tor.

Sergeant Lingle has always gone the
extra mile for the county, community,
and the sheriff’s office. He never fails
to show his loyalty and passion to the
citizens of Roosevelt County.

I would also like to highlight the re-
cent efforts by Sergeant Lingle and the
entire Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in the search of missing 4-year-old
Maci Lilley, who I am happy to report
has been found and reunited with her
family.

Thank you Sergeant Lingle and all of
Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Office for
their tireless efforts and dedication to
law enforcement for the State of Mon-
tana.e

————

TRIBUTE TO PAULA FRANCIS

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate Paula Francis on
her retirement after bringing the great
State of Nevada accurate and reliable
news coverage for the last 30 years. Ms.
Francis was an important icon in Ne-
vada journalism, bringing local resi-
dents nightly news at 5, 6, and 11 p.m.
Her passionate and in-depth coverage
of southern Nevada’s news will be sore-
1y missed.

Ms. Francis’s career began in Madi-
son, WI, immediately after graduating
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