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(2) 250,000,000 women or girls had been mar-
ried before the age of 15;

Whereas, on October 11, 2013, the President
strongly condemned the practice of child
marriage;

Whereas approximately % of girls between
the ages of 15 and 19 are victims of physical
violence;

Whereas it is estimated that 1 in 3 women
around the world has experienced some form
of physical or sexual violence;

Whereas according to the 2012 report of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
entitled the ‘‘Global Report on Trafficking
in Persons”—

(1) adult women account for between 55 and
60 percent of all known trafficking victims
worldwide; and

(2) adult women and girls account for ap-
proximately 75 percent of all known traf-
ficking victims worldwide;

Whereas according to the United Nations,
women are subjected to physical or sexual
violence, including rape, other forms of sex-
ual violence, and human trafficking, as a
weapon of war;

Whereas 603,000,000 women live in countries
in which domestic violence is not
criminalized;

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the President
announced the United States Strategy to
Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based Vio-
lence Globally, the first interagency strat-
egy to address gender-based violence around
the world;

Whereas, in December 2015, the Depart-
ment of State released a report on the imple-
mentation of the United States Strategy to
Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based Vio-
lence Globally that states, ‘‘Addressing GBV
is intimately tied to a range of global efforts
that address gender equality and women’s
and girls’ empowerment, whether in peace-
time or in the midst of conflict. This in-
cludes addressing GBV as part of efforts to
raise the status of adolescent girls and
through women’s economic empowerment
activities.”’;

Whereas the ability of women and girls to
realize their full potential is critical to the
ability of a country to achieve—

(1) strong and lasting economic growth;
and

(2) political and social stability;

Whereas according to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organi-
zation, %3 of the 775,000,000 illiterate individ-
uals in the world are female;

Whereas 150,000,000 children currently en-
rolled in school will drop out before com-
pleting primary school, not Iless than
100,000,000 of whom are girls;

Whereas according to the United States
Agency for International Development, in
comparison with uneducated women, edu-
cated women are—

(1) less likely to marry as children; and

(2) more likely to have healthier families;

Whereas a goal of the United Nations Mil-
lennium Project, to eliminate gender dis-
parity in primary education, was achieved in
most countries not later than 2015, but more
work remains;

Whereas gender equality is 1 of the 17 Sus-
tainable Development Goals adopted at the
United Nations Sustainable Development
Summit on September 25, 2015;

Whereas according to the United Nations,
women have access to fewer income earning
opportunities and are more likely to manage
the household or engage in agricultural work
than men, making women more vulnerable
to economic insecurity caused by—

(1) natural disasters;

(2) long term changes in weather patterns;
or

(3) environmental degradation;

Whereas according to the World Bank
Group, women own or partially own more
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than %5 of small- and medium-sized enter-
prises in developing countries, and 40 percent
of the global workforce is female, but female
entrepreneurs and employers have dispropor-
tionately less access to capital and other fi-
nancial services than men;

Whereas in the United States, women ac-
count for 45 percent of the overall labor force
of companies included in the Standard &
Poor’s 500 Index, and 37 percent of the first
or mid-level officials and managers in those
companies are women, but—

(1) only 25 percent of the executive and
senior level officials and managers in those
companies are women;

(2) women only hold 19 percent of the seats
on the boards of those companies; and

(3) only 4.6 percent of the Chief Executive
Officers of those companies are women;

Whereas globally women earn an average
of 24 percent less than men;

Whereas despite the achievements of indi-
vidual female leaders—

(1) women around the world remain vastly
underrepresented in—

(A) high-level positions; and
(B) national and local legislatures and
governments; and

(2) according to the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, women account for only 22 percent of
national parliamentarians and 17.7 percent of
government ministers;

Whereas according to the World Health Or-
ganization, during the period beginning in
1990 and ending in 2015, global maternal mor-
tality decreased by approximately 44 per-
cent, but approximately 830 women die from
preventable causes relating to pregnancy or
childbirth each day, and 99 percent of all ma-
ternal deaths occur in developing countries;

Whereas a target of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, adopted at the
United Nations Sustainable Development
Summit on September 25, 2015, is to reduce
global maternal mortality to less than 70
deaths for every 100,000 live births not later
than 2030;

Whereas according to the World Health Or-
ganization—

(1) suicide is the leading cause of death for
girls between the ages of 15 and 19; and

(2) complications from pregnancy or child-
birth is the second-leading cause of death for
those girls;

Whereas the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees reports that
approximately %2 of—

(1) refugees and internally displaced or
stateless individuals are women; and

(2) the 59,500,000 displaced individuals in
the world are women;

Whereas it is imperative—

(1) to alleviate violence and discrimination
against women; and

(2) to afford women every opportunity to
be full and productive members of their com-
munities;

Whereas, on October 10, 2014, Malala
Yousafzai became the youngest ever Nobel
Peace Prize laureate for her work promoting
the access of girls to education; and

Whereas March 8, 2016, is recognized as
International Women’s Day, a global day—

(1) to celebrate the economic, political,
and social achievements of women in the
past, present, and future; and

(2) to recognize the obstacles that women
face in the struggle for equal rights and op-
portunities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of International
Women’s Day;

(2) recognizes that the empowerment of
women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of a country to generate—

(A) economic growth;

(B) sustainable democracy; and

(C) inclusive security;
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(3) recognizes and honors individuals in the
United States and around the world, includ-
ing women human rights defenders and civil
society leaders, that have worked through-
out history to ensure that women are guar-
anteed equality and basic human rights;

(4) reaffirms the commitment—

(A) to end discrimination and violence
against women and girls;

(B) to ensure the safety and welfare of
women and girls;

(C) to pursue policies that guarantee the
basic human rights of women and girls
worldwide; and

(D) to promote meaningful and significant
participation of women in every aspect of so-
ciety and community;

(5) supports inclusive, sustainable develop-
ment, including through the promotion of
the access of women to each tool, skill, and
bargaining power needed—

(A) to promote peace and stability in soci-
ety;

(B) to sustain long term economic pros-
perity; and

(C) to achieve gender equality and the em-
powerment of women; and

(6) encourages the people of the United
States to observe International Women’s
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 389—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 6, 2016, AS THE
FIRST ANNUAL “WORLD
LYMPHEDEMA DAY

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 389

Whereas lymphedema is a condition that—

(1) occurs when—

(A) the natural lymphatic drainage sys-
tem of the body is damaged, blocked, or
does not develop properly; and

(B) the lymphatic fluid within a certain
area, such as the arm, leg, torso, head, or
neck, is unable to drain properly;

(2) results in extreme swelling that impairs
mobility and function; and

(3) can cause pain and significantly impair
the quality of life of the affected individual;

Whereas the total number of individuals
living with or at risk for lymphedema is dif-
ficult to establish because lymphedema is
underreported and often misdiagnosed;

Whereas the underdiagnosis and under-
treatment of lymphedema patients costs
healthcare providers and healthcare insur-
ers, including the Medicare program, mil-
lions of dollars each year because if
lymphedema is left untreated—

(1) the potential for infection is greatly in-
creased;

(2) infection may occur in the course of a
few hours; and

(3) immediate treatment on an emergency
basis is required;

Whereas the World Health Organization es-
timates that—

(1) more than 150,000,000 individuals world-
wide have secondary lymphedema; and

(2) 120,000,000 individuals worldwide are in-
fected with lymphatic filariasis, which leads
to lymphedema;

Whereas Stanford University estimates
that as many as 10,000,000 individuals in the
United States are affected by lymphedema;

Whereas lymphedema can—

(1) as primary lymphedema, be inherited
and either be present at birth or manifest
itself later in life; or

(2) as secondary lymphedema, develop after
cancer treatment, radiation therapy, major
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surgery, severe burn, or certain other trau-
matic injuries, including injuries affecting
combat-tested veterans of the United States;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention estimate that a high percent-
age of elderly cancer survivors will develop
lymphedema;

Whereas the National Cancer Institute pre-
dicts that, not later than 2020—

(1) the number of cancer survivors aged 65
or older will increase by 42 percent; and

(2) as many as 3,000,000 Medicare bene-
ficiaries that are cancer survivors will re-
quire treatment for lymphedema;

Whereas lymphedema affects an estimated
15 percent of all cancer survivors and 40 per-
cent of all breast cancer patients; and

Whereas, in recognition of the financial,
physical, and psychological impact that
lymphedema has on each individual afflicted
with lymphedema, it is incumbent on the
people of the United States to support—

(1) each courageous individual living and
coping with lymphedema, a debilitating con-
dition; and

(2) each caregiver, whether a professional
or not a professional, of each individual af-
flicted with lymphedema: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that each
tireless advocate and healthcare provider
that spends much time and many resources
battling lymphedema, a painful and destruc-
tive condition that affects many individuals,
should be recognized; and

(2) the Senate designates March 6, 2016, as
“World Lymphedema Day”’.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 390—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2016 AS
“WORLD WILDLIFE DAY”’

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REsS. 390

Whereas wildlife has provided numerous
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human
history, and wildlife conservation will secure
these gifts for future generations;

Whereas plant and animal species play an
important role in the stability of diverse
ecosystems around the world, and the con-
servation of this biodiversity is critical to
maintain the delicate balance of nature and
keep complex ecosystems thriving;

Whereas observation of wild plants and
animals in their natural habitat provides in-
dividuals with a more enriching world view
and a greater appreciation of the wonders of
the natural environment;

Whereas tens of millions of individuals in
the United States strongly support the con-
servation of wildlife, both domestically and
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of
species in the wild, such as rhinoceroses, ti-
gers, elephants, pangolins, turtles, seahorses,
sharks, ginseng, mahogany, and cacti;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth
largest global illegal trade after narcotics,
the counterfeiting of products and currency,
and human trafficking, and has become a
major transnational organized crime with an
estimated worth of as much as $19,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas increased demand in Asia for
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns,
has recently triggered substantial and rapid
increases in poaching of these species, par-
ticularly in Africa;

Whereas trafficking of wildlife is a primary
threat to many wildlife species, including
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elephants,
and sharks;

Whereas many different kinds of criminals,
including some terrorist entities and rogue
security personnel, often in collusion with
corrupt government officials, are involved in
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory
and rhinoceros horns across Africa;

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for
military and police forces in African nations
that are often threatened by heavily armed
poachers and the criminal and extremist al-
lies of those poachers;

Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural
resources for economic development, includ-
ing tourism;

Whereas penal and financial deterrents can
improve the ability of African governments
to reduce poaching and trafficking and en-
hance their capabilities of managing their
resources;

Whereas assisting institutions in devel-
oping nations, including material, training,
legal, and diplomatic support, can reduce il-
legal wildlife trade;

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of
benefits to all nations, and wildlife crime
has wide-ranging economic, environmental,
and social impacts;

Whereas, between 2010 and 2013, the number
of elephants killed in Africa by poachers is
estimated to have been 100,000 out of a re-
maining population of roughly 500,000 ele-
phants;

Whereas, from 2007 to 2012, the number of
elephants killed in Kenya increased by more
than 800 percent, from 47 to 387 elephants
killed;

Whereas the number of forest elephants in
the Congo Basin in Central Africa declined
by approximately 23 between 2002 and 2012,
placing forest elephants on track for extinc-
tion in the next decade;

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed
by poachers in South Africa increased by al-
most 10,000 percent between 2007 and 2014,
from 13 to more than 1,200 rhinoceroses
killed;

Whereas as few as 3,200 tigers remain in
the wild throughout all of Asia;

Whereas pangolins are often referred to as
the most trafficked mammal in the world
and all 8 pangolin species spanning Africa
and Asia are faced with extinction because
pangolin scales are sought after in the prac-
tice of traditional Chinese medicine and pan-
golin meat is considered a delicacy;

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks
are killed annually, often targeted solely for
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in
several shark species, including scalloped
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks;

Whereas the United States is developing
and implementing measures to address the
criminal, financial, security, and environ-
mental aspects of wildlife trafficking;

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and
address the threats posed by poaching and
the illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas, in December 2013, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed March 3
as World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise
awareness of the wild fauna and flora around
the world;

Whereas March 3, 2016 represents the third
annual celebration of World Wildlife Day;

Whereas, in 2016, the theme of World Wild-
life Day is ‘‘The future of wildlife is in our
hands’’; and

Whereas, in 2016, World Wildlife Day com-
memorations will ‘‘celebrate the many beau-
tiful and varied forms of wild fauna and
flora, raise awareness of the multitude of

rhinoceroses, tigers, pangolins,
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benefits that wildlife provides to people, and
raise awareness of the urgent need to step up
the fight against wildlife crime, which has
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and
social impacts’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 3, 2016 as
Wildlife Day’’;

(2) supports raising awareness of the bene-
fits that wildlife provides to people and the
threats facing wildlife around the world;

(3) supports escalating the fight against
wildlife crime, including wildlife trafficking;

(4) applauds the domestic and inter-
national efforts to escalate the fight against
wildlife crime;

(5) commends the efforts of the United
States to mobilize the entire Government in
a coordinated, efficient, and effective man-
ner for dramatic progress in the fight
against wildlife crime; and

(6) encourages continued cooperation be-
tween the United States, international part-
ners, local communities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, private industry, and other partner or-
ganizations in an effort to conserve and cele-
brate wildlife, preserving this precious re-
source for future generations.

“World

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3417. Mr. FLAKE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 524, to authorize the Attorney General
to award grants to address the national
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse and
heroin use; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3418. Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. MARKEY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 524, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3419. Ms. COLLINS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 524, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 3420. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3378 proposed by Mr. GRASS-
LEY (for himself, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. COONS, Mr. COR-
NYN, and Mr. DURBIN) to the bill S. 524, supra.

SA 3421. Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 3378 pro-
posed by Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
CoOONSs, Mr. CORNYN, and Mr. DURBIN) to the
bill S. 524, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3422. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 524, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3423. Mr. KIRK submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3378 proposed by Mr. GRASSLEY (for him-
self, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
PORTMAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, and Mr.
DURBIN) to the bill S. 524, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3424. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 524, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 3425. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3378 proposed by Mr. GRASS-
LEY (for himself, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. COONS, Mr. COR-
NYN, and Mr. DURBIN) to the bill S. 524, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.
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