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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

WHY VOTING MATTERS IN THE
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

SPEECH OF

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, we are here to-
night to honor the thousands of brave men
and women who, 51 years ago, organized and
marched over the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, Alabama in support of a fundamental
truth: that every American has the right to
vote.

The Selma march altered the course of his-
tory. As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said,
“Selma produced the voting rights legislation
of 1965.” The Voting Rights Act of 1965
banned discriminatory voting requirements that
disenfranchised African American voters.

For 51 years, the Voting Rights Act has
helped ensure that all Americans have an
equal opportunity to participate in the demo-
cratic process.

But nearly three years ago, the Supreme
Court gutted the Voting Rights Act, saying it
was outdated and unjustified. Since this deci-
sion, we have seen that the Voting Rights Act
is needed now more than ever before.

Today, 30 states require voters to show
identification in order to vote. And 15 states al-
ready require voters to show a photo ID in
order to cast a ballot. At the same time, Re-
publican controlled-legislatures continue their
efforts to cut early voting.

All of this limits access to the ballot, making
it harder for American citizens to have a say
in the direction of our country.

Restrictive voting laws disproportionately im-
pact minorities and low-income communities.

Upwards of 25 percent of African Americans
lack a photo ID, compared to 8 percent of
white Americans. Moreover, 12 percent of
those earning less than $25,000 annually lack
a photo ID.

States with strict voter ID laws require vot-
ers to have certain government-issued photo
IDs, like driver's licenses. However, African
Americans and low-income individuals are less
likely to have driver’s licenses because they
are more likely to live in cities and rely on
public transportation.

These groups also have a harder time ob-
taining other valid forms of photo ID because
they often lack the time and money to track
down necessary documents, like Social Secu-
rity cards, and because ID offices are not eas-
ily accessible to them.

America is a nation built on the democratic
process, and when that process is broken for
any of us, it impacts all of us.

People want to vote because they care
deeply about where our country is headed.
They want to create a better life for them-
selves and their families, and they know that
their ability to do so is in many ways tied to
the outcomes of elections.

As a country, we should make it as easy as
possible for people to exercise this right. Elec-

tion officials should not erode the democratic
principles that they have sworn to uphold.
They should make sure every American cit-
izen has an equal voice in the democratic
process.

Protecting every person’s right to vote is es-
sential to a fully functioning democracy. The
countless men and women who risked their
lives to defend that right knew our system of
government only works when it’s inclusive and
fair—when it enables all voices to have a say
in the future of our country.

So it's our responsibility to make it easier for
people to cast a ballot. Just as it's the respon-
sibility of those people to vote. When people
don’t vote, not only do they dishonor those
who risked everything for voting rights; they
risk perpetuating policies that hurt hard-work-
ing Americans. | can tell you with certainty—
had we not elected President Obama, we
wouldn’t have the Affordable Care Act, and 20
million fewer people would have health insur-
ance.

So it’s important for every eligible American
to vote. Failure to do so can have grave con-
sequences for American families, who deserve
public policies that work for them, not special
interests.

Voting rights has been historically important
to the African American community, which was
denied its constitutional right to vote for far too
long. That is why this caucus—the Congres-
sional Black Caucus—is doing everything pos-
sible to expand voting rights protections and
increase citizen participation in elections.

We are calling for an immediate restoration
of the Voting Rights Act. Democracy cannot
flourish until voting rights are reinstated in this
country. We have broken down many barriers
to justice and equality since the Selma march
and the signing of the Voting Rights Act, but
we dishonor those accomplishments and the
people who fought for them if we accept the
continued weakening of voting rights.

Fifty-one years ago, thousands of Ameri-
cans marched in Selma against racial discrimi-
nation in voting. That march is ours to con-
tinue.

——————

HONORING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SAINT LOUIS CRISIS
NURSERY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Saint Louis Crisis Nursery,
which will celebrate its 30th Anniversary on
April 2, 2016. In 1986, Saint Louis Crisis Nurs-
ery opened its doors to provide twenty-four-
hour shelter and special care for children
whose families have faced an emergency or
crisis. Numerous areas are served by Saint
Louis Crisis Nursery including St. Louis City,
St. Charles, and Wentzville. For over 30
years, Saint Louis Crisis Nursery has provided

protection for more than 98,000 children who
were at risk of abuse and neglect. With the
month of April being National Child Abuse
Prevention Month, this recognition is well de-
served for an organization that is working to
prevent child abuse.

The mission of Saint Louis Crisis Nursery is
to keep Missouri’'s most vulnerable citizens
safe from harm. Supporting and strengthening
the fragile and the under-resourced is key to
overcoming the cycle of neglect and abuse.

In addition to providing shelter during emer-
gencies, Saint Louis Crisis Nursery offers a
variety of programs: parent education groups,
home Vvisits, teen parenting groups, art and
play therapy, holiday hearts campaign, training
institute, school supply drive, community out-
reach, and family emergency fund. These pro-
grams enrich the families in the community,
which in turn encourages children to be raised
in a healthy environment.

Saint Louis Crisis Nursery started out with
one crisis nursery location and has grown to
five crisis nursery locations during the past 30
years. They have also established seven com-
munity outreach centers and a regional admin-
istrative office. The staff has grown from 12 to
more than 100, and counseling/support serv-
ices that started with assisting 435 families
now touches over 6,000 lives.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Saint
Louis Crisis Nursery on their 30th Anniversary
of serving the citizens of their community.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. JIM BROWN
ON BEING ELECTED PRESIDENT
OF THE PENNSYLVANIA BUILD-
ERS ASSOCIATION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Jim Brown of Hollidaysburg,
PA, on being elected 2016 President of the
Pennsylvania Builders Association (PBA).

Chartered in 1952, PBA is a statewide non-
profit affiliated with the National Association of
Home Builders. The guiding voice for the
state’s home building industry and housing
consumers, PBA provides an admirable serv-
ice to countless people, especially as in one
way or another, we all have a fundamental
need for shelter. At the core of this herculean
task, PBA works to enhance and improve the
ability of our state’s building professionals to
provide the best quality homes at the most af-
fordable prices for all Pennsylvanians. Given
these significant responsibilities, it's easy to
see why the organization needs strong and
experienced leadership. That's why | am
proud to highlight Jim’s election.

As president of J.R. Brown Construction,
Inc., a member of the board of the National
Association of Home Builders, and a member
of the Blair-Bedford Builders Association,
where he has served as president, vice presi-
dent, builder director, chairman of the Scholar-
ship and Social Committees, and co-chair of
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the Home and Garden Show Committee, Jim
undoubtedly has the experience and service-
minded approach necessary to lead PBA in its
noble mission. | am also pleased to highlight
that Jim is the first Blair County builder to be
elected to this office since 1972, a fact that
our communities can take pride in. | have
complete faith that Jim will put his 26 years of
building experience to work in representing
this critical industry and all those who rely on
affordable housing to pursue their version of
the American Dream.

On behalf of the citizens of the Ninth District
of Pennsylvania, | want to thank Mr. Jim
Brown for continuing his service to our com-
munity and congratulate him for being elected
President of the PBA.

——————

TRIBUTE TO KAREN BARNETT—
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Karen Barnett, of
Atwater Village, a unique neighborhood in Los
Angeles, California.

A Los Angeles native, Karen has lived in
Atwater Village for the past 14 years. In pur-
suing her education, Karen chose to stay local
and attended Art Center College of Design in
Pasadena. Today, her experience as a de-
signer provides a unique perspective on im-
proving her community and neighborhood.

Currently, Karen Barnett is a member of the
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council. She
serves as Chair of the Atwater Village Neigh-
borhood Council River Committee, which she
initiated because of her concerns regarding
the present and possible future uses of the
Los Angeles River. In this capacity, Karen has
dedicated many hours finding ways to get the
community involved in possible projects along
Atwater Village’s four mile section of the Los
Angeles River.

Ms. Barnett has been a steadfast advocate
for the environment and for the Los Angeles
River. Under Karen’s direction and with the
approval of the Atwater Village Neighborhood
Council Board, the Atwater Village Neighbor-
hood Council River Committee applied for a
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Con-
servation Assistance Program technical serv-
ice grant. As a result of the Committee’s hard
work and dedication, Atwater Village was
awarded the Atwater Village East Bank River
Way grant, which will help map the area and
identify locations for possible projects.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an exceptional woman of California’s
28th Congressional District, Karen Barnett, for
her extraordinary service to the community.
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THE CONTINUING ROLE OF WOMEN
IN THE VOTING RIGHTS MOVE-
MENT

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today, in honor of Restoration Tuesday and
March being Women’s History month; | rise to
acknowledge the role of women in the con-
tinuing battle for protecting our constitutional
right to vote.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was only
made possible because of the brave men and
women who marched,—and were willing to die
for voting equality as they crossed the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge on Bloody Sunday. More-
over, the narrative of the battle for voting
rights in America is incomplete without the
story of the strong contributions of the women
who helped to advance these efforts. Nearly a
decade has passed since Congress reauthor-
ized the Voting Rights Act of 1965 in July
2006. This reauthorization not only continued
to guarantee protections against modern day
voting barriers, it elevated three mothers of
the civil rights movement in its title: Fannie
Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott
King. Honoring these great women who fought
for equality and justice, this reauthorization
stamped a day in time where both parties
were able to come together and show over-
whelming support for the most essential right
on which this great democracy was founded,
the right to vote.

However, when the Supreme Court struck
down Section 4 pre-clearance and federal pro-
tection for vulnerable communities in 2013, a
number of states, including Alabama, passed
restrictive laws designed to suppress the vote.
It is imperative that we remain ever vigilant in
upholding the legacy, not only of the historic
women for which the reauthorization of the Act
was named, but of the three women who sat
on the Supreme Court bench and gave dis-
senting opinions following the tragic Section 4
strike down.

Whether protesting from the streets or the
Supreme Court bench, women have long
played a vital role in the movement for voting
rights in America’s history. As we celebrate
the rich history of women in politics during
Women’s History Month, we honor the convic-
tion and determination of women like Susan B.
Anthony and Amelia Boynton Robinson who
fought relentlessly for equality for the ultimate
benefit of our country as a whole. When
women succeed, America succeeds and Con-
gress should honor the fight and sacrifice by
passing the Voting Rights Advancement Act of
2016.

Fannie Lou Hamer is famous for stating
what so many were feeling then and still feel
now when she said—"“l am sick and tired of
being sick and tired.” Like the brave women of
our past, we all need to be sick and tired of
injustice and inequality. On this Restoration
Tuesday, we honor the women who cham-
pioned the cause of protection of our sacred
and fundamental right to the polls.

March 15, 2016

WELCOME HOME VIETNAM
VETERANS DAY COMMEMORATION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s
Vietnam War Commemoration gives us the
opportunity for all Americans to recognize,
honor, and thank our Vietnam Veterans and
their families for their service and sacrifices
during the Vietnam War from November 1,
1955 through May 15, 1975.

Over 9,000 organizations across America
have joined with the Department of Defense
as a Commemorative Partner to honor our Na-
tion’s Vietnam Veterans, including Benjamin
Mills Chapter, NSDAR,; the lllinois State Orga-
nization, NSDAR; and the National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution.

This year's commemoration includes nine
million Americans, approximately 7.2 million of
them living today, and makes no distinction as
to who served in-country, in-theater, or was
stationed elsewhere during those 20 years—
all answered the call of duty.

Veterans’ Affairs Secretary Robert A.
McDonald has designated March 29, 2016,
the last day that U.S. troops were on the
ground in Vietnam, as a day to honor those
who have “borne the battle”, and to extend
gratitude and appreciation to them and their
families.

Alan Gaffner, the Mayor of the City of
Greenville, has also proclaimed March 29,
2016 as: WELCOME HOME VIETNAM VET-
ERANS DAY in Greenville, lllinois. | stand with
Major Gaffner and my constituents in Green-
vile as we humbly thank our Vietham Vet-
erans for their service and sacrifice.

———
CONGRATULATING LOGAN
MORIARITY FOR HIS FIRST

PLACE WIN IN THE 2016 MIS-
SOURI STATE WRESTLING CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Logan Moriarity for his first place
win in the 2016 Class 4, 170 pound weight
class, Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Logan and his coach should be commended
for all of their hard work throughout this past
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to Jefferson City High School and
their local community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Logan
for a job well done.



March 15, 2016

CONGRATULATING MRS. PEGGY J.

BOSMA-LAMASCUS ON A SUC-
CESSFUL 34-YEAR CAREER AT
PATRIOT FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mrs. Peggy J. Bosma-LaMascus,
the former President and CEO of Patriot Fed-
eral Credit Union, on a distinguished career
and a well-deserved retirement.

Mrs. Bosma-LaMascus began her career
with Letterkenny Federal Credit Union, the
predecessor to Patriot Federal Credit Union, in
1982. Under Peggy’s subsequent leadership,
the credit union grew from $26 million in as-
sets to over $520 million, which has put Pa-
triot in the top 5 percent of all credit unions in
the country in terms of assets. In addition to
implementing beneficial mortgage, lending,
and wealth management programs and proc-
esses, Peggy always made sure to keep the
credit union’s focus on member service and
convenience. What is possibly even more im-
pressive than her tremendous accomplish-
ments is the way she remained committed to
having a positive impact on people’s lives and
the lives of their families. | believe her trust in
the credit union philosophy “Not for Profit, Not
for Charity, But for Service” is truly worth high-
lighting and celebrating.

Additionally, many know that Peggy played
a significant role in the 1990s to save jobs at
the Letterkenny Army Depot, as the Depart-
ment of Defense pursued a Base Realignment
and Closure. It was to acknowledge the
Letterkenny Army Depot’s missile repair capa-
bilities that Peggy urged the credit union to
change its name to Patriot Federal Credit
Union.

What's more, Peggy has also made time to
serve several community boards and organi-
zations like the Downtown Chambersburg and
Chambersburg United Way, and the Greater
Chambersburg Area Chamber of Commerce.
It was in 2006 that the Greater Chambersburg
Area Chamber of Commerce named her
Businessperson of the Year. Peggy has addi-
tionally played a notable role in advancing
credit unions by serving many state and fed-
eral level organizations.

On behalf of the Ninth District of Pennsyl-
vania, | want to thank Mrs. Peggy J. Bosma-
LaMascus for her dedication to making our
communities not only stronger financially but
also richer in personal service and community
spirit. Her leadership and dedication to Penn-
sylvanians is to be commended, and her re-
tirement is well-deserved.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL AG
DAY

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
March 15th, in honor of National Ag Day and

the hardworking farmers in the First District of
lowa.
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lowa continues to make enormous contribu-
tions to the U.S. Our farmers feed our nation,
fuel our cars, and nourish our livestock.

With ninety percent of the available land
used for agriculture, lowa is the number one
producer of soy and corn in the country and
continues to rank high in the production of
many more commodities, including beef and
pork, and trails behind only California in terms
of total value for agricultural production.

| commend and thank the hardworking farm-
ers of lowa who continue to produce record
crops and embrace new technologies and
practices.

| encourage everyone to thank a farmer
today for their contributions to our nation and
look forward to the advancement of agriculture
across the U.S.

———

DEVELOPING A STRATEGY TO OB-
TAIN OBSERVER STATUS FOR
TAIWAN IN THE INTERNATIONAL

CRIMINAL POLICE ORGANIZA-
TION
SPEECH OF
HON. MATT SALMON
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise in
support of Senate Bill 2426, which is the Sen-
ate companion to my bill H.R. 1853 that
passed the House earlier this year. This bill di-
rects the Administration to work to bring Tai-
wan in to the International Criminal Police Or-
ganization, also known as INTERPOL.

Taiwan is an important U.S. ally and | have
long been a supporter of the government and
people of Taiwan. In fact, | was lucky enough
to serve a mission for my church in Taiwan
and grew to love the Taiwanese people for
their core values, democratic standards, open-
market principles, and peaceful way of life.

While in Congress, | have worked hard to
facilitate policies that encourage Taiwan’s con-
tinued vibrancy, to provide an example of
hope and democracy around the world. Al-
though Taiwan has proven to be a faithful,
global partner for those in need, China seeks
to marginalize Taiwan’s role in the world. As
such, | have pursued ways to further include
Taiwan in the global community for its own
good, but perhaps more importantly, for the
benefit of the global community.

Today, nearly every country is confronting
threats of terrorism and international criminal
organizations. Yet at a time when it is more
important than ever that countries commu-
nicate about these ongoing threats, Taiwan is
barred from directly participating. This is short
sighted and must be addressed. For that rea-
son, | introduced legislation to direct the Presi-
dent to develop a strategy to obtain observer
status for Taiwan in INTERPOL, so that it can
more fully engage in the international law en-
forcement community. The goal is to increase
participation with important global actors to
share information on international criminals,
and together bring them to justice and protect
would-be victims.

| was pleased that after my legislation
passed the House unanimously last year, Sen-
ator GARDNER took up the cause and passed
his companion bill, S. 2426, through the Sen-
ate. | wholeheartedly support this bill’s final

E307

passage so that we can send this important,
pro-security bill to the President for his signa-
ture. | encourage all Members to support this
legislation.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS J.
KEENEY, THE 2016 GREATER

WILKES-BARRE FRIENDLY SONS
OF SAINT PATRICK MAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Thomas J. Keeney, who was
named 2016 Man of the Year from the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick.
Tom received his award from the Friendly
Sons on Friday, March 11.

Born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, Tom’s
family traveled a great deal throughout his
youth, as a result of Tom’s father, Donald,
serving as a Major in the U.S. Army. In 1964,
Tom graduated from Coughlin High School
and served in the U.S. Air Force from 1965 to
1969. While in the Air Force, Tom was an air-
craft mechanic and maintained the F100D/F
fighter aircraft. After leaving the service, Tom
entered the Plumber Apprentice training pro-
gram offered by Plumbers Local 147 and
began working as a contractor in the construc-
tion industry. Tom also served as a Reserve
member of the U.S. Army, while working as a
plumber, pipefitter, and welder. He served a
variety of units as a Combat Medic 91B. He
remained in the Army serving for 27 years,
achieving the rank of Master Sergeant E8.

Today, Tom resides in Plains, Pennsylvania
and is a retired master plumbing and heating
contractor. He is the father of two children,
Patrick and Maurita, and has three grand-
children. He is a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 302 and served the organiza-
tion in many capacities, from Grand Knight to
Faithful Navigator. He is also the past Com-
mander of Alhamar Caravan Number 4 Order
of the Alhambra and is an active member of
Ancient Order of Hibernians, the American Le-
gion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and re-
mains active in many other community organi-
zations.

It is an honor to recognize Thomas Keeney
for receiving the Greater Wilkes-Barre Friendly
Sons Man of the Year Award for 2016. | am
grateful for his extensive service to our nation.
| wish him the best as he and the Friendly
Sons celebrate his many civic achievements.

———

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF ROBERT J. HAND

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate and recognize the service of Mr.
Robert J. Hand’s thirty year career dedicated
to public service. Until his recent retirement,
Mr. Hand served as the Executive Director for
Resources for Independence, Central Valley
(RICV) for the past ten years. RICV is a non-
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profit organization whose mission is to “en-
courage people with disabilities to be in con-
trol of their lives and to live more independ-
ently through a diverse range of choices and
opportunities.” Bob dedicated his forty-year
career to public service, and his efforts will
continue to impact the community and be felt
by all who have had the opportunity to work
with him along the way.

Bob has been very active in many organiza-
tions and has held countless leadership roles
over the course of his career. Through his role
with RICV, Bob aided in the establishment of
Inspiration Park, California’s first universally
accessible public park. The eight-acre park
features several basketball courts, a fully ac-
cessible playground, a sensory garden, fitness
cluster, Dog Park, and so much more. While
there are many parks in California that feature
some disabled friendly features, Inspiration
Park is the only one that serves these needs
one hundred percent. Additionally, since the
park’s recent opening in late 2015, Bob and
his team at RICV, along with their other part-
ners, have committed to providing funding for
the general development along with mainte-
nance of the park.

In addition to his time at RICV, Bob also
served as the former Chairman of the Board
of the California Foundation for Independent
Living Centers, California State Rehabilitation
Council, and the City of Fresno Disability Advi-
sory Commission. He is also the founder and
facilitator of the Central Valley Coalition for
Human Services. Bob received his Master's
Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno and later re-
turned as an adjunct instructor to teach lead-
ership development for people suffering from
disabilities. He has shared countless presen-
tations in California, Kansas, South Carolina,
and South Korea aimed to supplement the
“Leaders without Limits” training manuals
which he co-authored. While Bob’s career has
been filled with many personal accomplish-
ments, it is without a doubt that his life’s goal
was not to improve upon his own successes,
but rather to improve the lives of others.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating a man who has dedicated his
entire career to public service. Bob’s many ac-
complishments within the community are a di-
rect reflection of his strong dedication and per-
severance. Through these accomplishments,
Bob has improved the lives of many, and even
upon his retirement, will undeniably continue
to do so for many years to come.

RECOGNIZING THE
DINARY LIFE OF MRS.
POWELL DADE

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the extraordinary life of Mrs. Inez
Powell Dade who was born in my hometown
of Wilson, North Carolina on November 7,
1912. Sadly, Mrs. Dade passed away on
Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at the age of 103.

Inez Powell was the fourth of seven children
born to Mr. James Powell and Mrs. Martha
Hageans Powell. Inez and her siblings grew
up on a farm where they milked cows and

EXTRAOR-
INEZ
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picked cotton and tobacco. In 1937, following
her husband John Battle, Inez moved to
Washington, DC. She would remain in the Na-
tion’s Capital for more than 70 years. Later in
life, Inez married World War |l veteran and
federal government employee Mr. James
Dade.

Inez would go on to work for the Architect
of the Capitol (AOC) where she would spend
23 years. Assigned to the United States Sen-
ate, Inez worked the overnight shift ensuring
the Senate buildings and offices were ready
for the next day’s business. She retired from
the AOC in 1970.

After her retirement, Inez purchased the
Tiny Tot Preschool and Nursery, Inc. in Wash-
ington, DC which went on to become a well-
known child development center in the city.
She understood the anxiety parents felt when
they had to leave their children in someone’s
care so she made it her mission to provide the
kind of environment where parents could feel
that their children were safe.

She committed herself to providing quality
care at a reasonable cost for more than 40
years. In May of 2012, Mrs. Dade retired for
a second time and ushered in the next gen-
eration of childcare providers.

On November 7, 2012 Inez celebrated her
100th birthday. Her family and friends cele-
brated her life and accomplishments with a
“Centennial Celebration” on November 4,
2012 at the Washington Navy Yard, Wash-
ington, DC. The celebration featured remarks
from Congresswoman ELEANOR HOLMES NOR-
TON, then-DC Mayor Vincent Gray, and then-
City Councilwoman Muriel Bowser. She also
received commendation from President Barack
Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama.

Sadly, Mrs. Inez Dade passed away on
Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at the age of 103.
Mrs. Dade is survived by her four daughters,
Helen, Peggy, Rose Marie, and Shirley; her
youngest sister, Vanilla Beane; and grand-
children and great grandchildren too numerous
to name. Her immediate family as well as her
family from First Baptist Church of Annapolis
where she was a member for 49 years will
cherish her memory.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in expressing condolences to Mrs. Dade’s
family, friends, and all those who were
touched by her amazing life.

———

CONGRATULATING JOSH MCcCLURE
FOR HIS FIRST PLACE WIN IN
THE 2016 MISSOURI STATE WRES-
TLING CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Josh McClure for his first place win
in the 2016 Class 2, 145 pound weight class,
Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Josh and his coach should be commended
for all of their hard work throughout this past
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to Fulton High School and their local
community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Josh for
a job well done.

March 15, 2016
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes on Monday, March 14, 2016. | would
like to show that, had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on roll call votes 111, 112,
and 113.

ISIS IN THE WORLD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Caleb Leachman attends Needville High
School in Needville, Texas. The essay topic is:
ISIS in the world.

ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) has
become a serious issue for the entire world
lately. The terrorist attack ISIS performed
on Paris, France, was a serious warning for
the United States. ISIS executed seven dif-
ferent terrorist attacks all in Paris. The first
attacks were launched almost simulta-
neously, as two explosions went off around
9:20 p.m. near Stade de France. Many men
then shot up a restaurant in Paris called
Petit Cambodge and the Le Carillon bar.
These shooters killed fifteen innocent civil-
ians. These same shooters then drove five
hundred yards to the Casa Nostra Pizzeria
and Kkilled at least five people. These mili-
tants then drove a mile southeast to attack
La Belle Equipe. They killed nineteen civil-
ians at this location. Then the Bataclan con-
cert venue was attacked. This was the dead-
liest as eighty nine people lost their lives.
The last attack was set off at 9:50 p.m. as an-
other bomb exploded near Stade de France.
Before these events happened, President
Barack Obama believed that the United
States had already contained the Islamic
state. This attack shows that us as Ameri-
cans can never forget about the Islamic ter-
rorists. The Paris attacks increased the
growing awareness of the terrorist group
called ISIS. Originally, ISIS was warning the
world through videos and social media. Their
attack shows that they mean business and
that they will do anything they want until
they are stopped. The attack creates a sense
of frightfulness to the American public. This
puts pressure on the government to do some-
thing about ISIS and other terrorist groups.
As an American citizen, I know my family
and I are extremely worried about ISIS. My
family is certainly not the only one who
feels this way. When they attacked Paris,
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most Americans asked one question. What
stops ISIS from attacking the United States
in this way? The answer is clear, nothing.
This is a major political issue for the next
presidential race. This attack in Paris can
have an outcome on who the Americans se-
lect as their next president. The way the
candidates respond to ISIS can decide who
will be the next leader of our great country.
This attack put ISIS at the top of the list for
American issues and they will continue to be
a focal point for the American government
for years to come.

———
TRIBUTE TO ABBE LAND—28TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Abbe Land, of
West Hollywood, California.

Abbe arrived in California in the late 1970s
and has since dedicated her life to public serv-
ice. Drawn into public life by possible eviction,
she joined the Coalition for Economic Survival,
a tenants’ rights group to build the City of
West Hollywood with LGBTQ activists, renters,
and immigrants. After her appointment to the
city’s very first planning commission, Abbe
was elected Councilmember for the City of
West Hollywood and served for 23 years in-
cluding serving as Mayor five times.

For much of her time on the council, she
served as the sole woman, and she was in-
strumental in the creation of the Women’s Ad-
visory Board, Disabilities Advisory Board, and
the city’s domestic violence prevention pro-
gram for same-sex couples. For more than
two decades, she has influenced policy at the
local, state, and federal levels. In 1993, she
led the effort for West Hollywood to declare
itself the nation’s first “pro-choice city.” In
1996, she led her city in enacting an important
gun control ordinance which paved the way for
the state of California to ban the sale of cer-
tain handguns.

Abbe is currently the Executive Director and
Chief Executive Officer of the Trevor Project,
a nationally recognized nonprofit providing cri-
sis intervention and suicide prevention to
LGBTQ youth. Under her leadership, the
Trevor Project continues to save the lives of
youth around the country. Prior to the Trevor
Project, Abbe served as Co-CEO of the Saban
Free Clinic, in Los Angeles, where she led the
clinic’s growth from a budget of $6 million to
one of $16 million.

From Abbe’s work protecting our environ-
ment to fighting for civil and reproductive
rights, from her support for inclusionary hous-
ing to her efforts to combat homelessness, the
people of the 28th District have benefited from
her voice and steady leadership. Throughout
her life’s work, Abbe has been an inspiration
to all who fight injustice.

Abbe continues to live in West Hollywood
with her husband, artist Martin Gantman.
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| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Abbe Land, for her extraor-
dinary service to the community.

——
CELEBRATING COLUMBIA STATE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE’S 50TH

YEAR

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Columbia State Community
College’s 50th year of excellence in education
and ask my colleagues to join with me in cele-
brating their success.

Columbia State is Tennessee’s first commu-
nity college. Their vision has been to build on
its heritage of excellence through innovation in
education and services that foster success
and bring distinction and recognition for the
quality and effectiveness of the college. At the
college’s convocation on September 26, 1966,
former Tennessee Governor Frank G. Clement
said, “Because of this school, young people
who otherwise would have to terminate their
academic career at the high school level will
find a way into the world of higher education.”

Today, Columbia State has grown and ex-
panded into five different campus locations in-
cluding Columbia, Franklin, Lawrenceburg,
Lewisburg, and Clifton. They also serve in
nine of the Seventh District’'s counties. The
college is home to thousands of alumni who
have gone on to make an impact in all dif-
ferent sectors of society and industries.

| honor Columbia State Community College
for serving and empowering people for the last
50 years to achieve their educational aspira-
tions and go farther than they ever thought
possible and | join with them in their celebra-
tion of achievement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on March 14,
2016, | missed a vote on S. 2426, directing
the Secretary of State to develop a strategy to
obtain observer status for Taiwan in the inter-
national Criminal Police Organization. How-
ever, | would like to reflect that had | been
present for this vote | would have voted “yea”.

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAMTRANS
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor SamTrans, a core provider of public
transit and allied services in San Mateo Coun-
ty and for all of Silicon Valley, upon its 40th
Anniversary. This is the story of a government
agency that sees mountains as molehills, and
that believes that challenges are merely pot-
holes to be filled.
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In one of its many roles, SamTrans oper-
ates buses in San Mateo County. In its sec-
ond role, it administers Caltrain service linking
San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara
Counties—the heart of Silicon Valley. Finally,
the staff of SamTrans also manage the San
Mateo County Transportation Authority. This
trifecta of public agencies—all operated via
SamTrans—have become the backbone of
mobility across three counties over the past
forty years.

In 1976, SamTrans was formed through the
consolidation of 11 municipal bus systems in
San Mateo County. The following vyear, it
began what was to become a decades-long
effort at inclusion of our entire population in
transit services with the commencement of
Redi-Wheels service. Redi-Wheels offers mo-
bility to the disabled. My mother-in-law regu-
larly used Redi-Wheels, linking her to doctor’s
appointments, trips to the grocery store, and
bridge club gatherings throughout the commu-
nity. SamTrans is not simply a bus or train or
road construction organization. It offers all of
our residents dignity through mobility, an offer
accepted by over 300,000 disabled residents
in 2015 alone.

The success of SamTrans is evident in its
expanding scope of operations during these
past four decades. From operating bus service
starting in 1976, SamTrans was made the
managing agency of our local transportation
authority—the body that funds roads—in 1988.
While the board of the transportation authority
sets priorities, the SamTrans staff plans and
carries out those directives.

This spirit of flexibility and frugalness was
recognized as invaluable when, in 1992,
SamTrans was made the managing partner of
the newly-created Peninsula Corridor Joint
Powers Board. While the Board of Directors of
the joint powers board oversees Caltrain serv-
ice, the staff of SamTrans makes important
contributions to the planning and operating
backbone of Caltrain. Baby Bullet Caltrain
service, launched in 2004 and promising to cut
travel times between San Francisco and San
Jose by up to 50 percent, sparked a renais-
sance in Caltrain ridership which today is over
60,000 passengers every weekday. SamTrans
and Caltrain have since worked together so
that trains, buses and shuttles support these
commuters throughout the week and through-
out San Mateo County.

In 1992, the SamTrans board also provided
25 percent of the construction costs of the
Colma BART station, bringing BART service
further into northern San Mateo County. Even-
tually, BART arrived at San Francisco Inter-
national Airport, bus service was modified to
account for emerging travel patterns, and
roadways were constructed, all with the par-
ticipation of SamTrans staff and its board.

Mr. Speaker, you might ask why voters re-
peatedly approved sales tax measures to cre-
ate this web of mobility. Approval arises from
the confidence that voters have in the staff of
SamTrans in its multiple roles serving bus rid-
ers, train travelers and motorists. Unlike some
transportation agencies, there is no drama at
SamTrans, only reliable delivery—of bus serv-
ice, train service or road construction.

Today, the bus service that is at the core of
the operations of SamTrans continues to
evolve. Service has been consolidated along
the ElI Camino corridor and increased in fre-
quency to once every fifteen minutes. Bus
service on weekends has been extended
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south into Santa Clara County and northward
to Devil's Slide to serve weekend visitors to
our new county park. Over the vyears,
SamTrans set records for miles travelled be-
tween major repairs, miles driven without acci-
dents, courtesy towards customers, participa-
tion in community events, and as a great
place to work. In fiscal year 2015, 13.1 million
rides were taken on SamTrans buses, and
2016 is destined to be an even greater year.

Mr. Speaker, this is an agency that strug-
gles to keep up with the expectations of the
public, but this is the opposite of the image of
some government agencies which are, sadly,
viewed as unresponsive to public needs.
SamTrans, with a board that welcomes chal-
lenges and a staff which multi-tasks across
three counties and tens of millions of dollars of
annual obligations, has a bright future. Forty
years ago, no one could foresee that the con-
solidation of several bus lines would lead to
serving over 13 million bus riders annually. No
one could foresee the multiple roles that this
organization would come to play. However, at
40 years and thriving, SamTrans has become
the mobility master of Silicon Valley. We honor
its past, welcome its future, and celebrate its
spirit. Thank you, SamTrans, for all of your
roles and activities. SamTrans moves Silicon
Valley.

POLICE BRUTALITY EVENTS
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Alexa Keller attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: Se-
lect an important event that has occurred in
the past year and explain how that event has
changed/shaped our country.

Several well-publicized police brutality
events near the end of 2014 created a new
wave of race discrimination discussions
across America. After the shooting of Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri,
protestors held up signs exclaiming, ‘‘Hands
up, don’t shoot’’, and after the choking death
of Eric Garner in New York City, the cry of
“I can’t Dbreathe” by protestors dem-
onstrated their outrage. Social media
furthered the causes, and during the 2015
presidential debates, most candidates took a
stance on whether ‘‘Black Lives Matter” or
“All Lives Matter.” Specifically, the death
of Freddie Gray in Baltimore, Maryland, in
April of 2015, and the consequences of his
death will shape the future of America with
respect to race relations and law enforce-
ment.

In April, 25-year-old Freddie Gray died
while in police custody, which led to weeks
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of protests and unrest. Stores were looted
and a CVS pharmacy was burned to ground,
after thieves took off with all the prescrip-
tion drugs they could get their hands on.
Baltimore found itself in a predicament be-
cause it was unprepared for this kind of mass
protest, and law enforcement certainly
didn’t expect it to go on for weeks.

Once the rioting was finished, the city of
Baltimore was left in a state of flux. There
was an ‘‘Us vs. Them” relationship between
police and citizens. To make matters worse,
the number of homicides in Baltimore in 2015
hit 344, the highest total since 1993 when Bal-
timore had 100,000 more people living in it
(Baltimore Sun). In addition, there were
more than 900 shootings in Baltimore last
year, which was up 756% over the prior year.
During the weeks of unrest in April and May,
over 150 police officers were injured. The
general feeling of unease between officers
and citizens is assumed to be the main rea-
son that now the police force in Baltimore is
down by 200 officers.

The city of Baltimore needs to make sig-
nificant progress toward fixing the situation,
but at what cost? Recently, over $2 million
was spent on new civil disturbance equip-
ment which includes protective gear, shields,
and helmets. (www.nytimes.com) The Mary-
land State Assembly is working toward a
new law enforcement bill of rights to provide
police with extra legal protection that is not
afforded to the general public. But, will
these measures fix the anti-cop rhetoric
which likely makes it difficult for police of-
ficers to do their jobs correctly and effec-
tively? The fact that the ‘‘Black Lives Mat-
ter” leader DeRay Mckesson is planning to
run for mayor of Baltimore is proof that re-
lations are still dicey. Baltimore will likely
prove to be a microcosm for the rest of the
country, and how it handled the events that
occurred in 2015 has and has the potential to
impact the United States as a whole.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. DANA
LOUISE RAPHAEL

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Dr. Dana Louise
Raphael, who passed away on February 2,
2016, at the age of 90. Dr. Raphael will be re-
membered as someone who lived her life with
dedication to her community, family, and to
her career in the field of medical anthropology.

Dr. Raphael was born on January 5, 1926,
in New Britain, Connecticut, to Louis Raphael
and Naomi Kaplan. From a very young age,
education was of great importance to Dr.
Raphael. She attended Columbia University,
where she earned both her bachelor's and
doctorate degrees. While at Columbia Univer-
sity, Dr. Raphael was a protégée of cultural
anthropologist, Margaret Mead and became
one of the first scientists that challenged milk
formula manufacturers.

In 1953, Dr. Raphael married the love of her
life, Howard Boone Jacobson, and as a new-
lywed, completed her initial field work in India.
Dr. Raphael soon became a respected med-
ical anthropologist, writer, and lecturer. She is
well-known for her global work in supporting
breast feeding and is credited for launching
the Doula movement in the United States. Dr.
Raphael first used the term doula in her 1969
anthropological study to describe women care-
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givers during labor and childbirth whose func-
tion was associated with the success of
breastfeeding.

In 1975, Dr. Raphael and Margaret Mead
co-founded the Human Lactation Center
(HLC). The HLC researches lactation patterns
around the world and is also an NGO with
consultative status with the Economic and So-
cial Council of the United Nations. Her advo-
cacy allowed her to take on companies like
Nestle in the 1980s pushing them to become
more aware of the role producers of formula
played in infant mortality in developing coun-
tries. Dr. Raphael’'s contributions to these
projects resulted in the implementation of edu-
cation programs for young mothers to prevent
unnecessary deaths of newborns. Her willing-
ness to help people was conveyed in her book
Tender Gift: Breastfeeding, which was pub-
lished in 1973. The book was a product of Dr.
Raphael's own sadness of not being able to
breastfeed her son and outlined a number of
tools for women to assist with successful
breastfeeding. The book went on to be known
as the breastfeeding bible by many in the mid-
wife and doula community.

During the last 20 years of her life, Dr.
Raphael served on the U.S. Board of the Club
of Rome where she committed herself to edu-
cating world leaders on the impacts of climate
change.

She also served as an Adjunct Professor at
Yale University, was an invited lecturer in the
U.S., China, India, and Japan, and was a re-
cipient of two Fulbright awards. Throughout
her career, Dr. Raphael recognized the impor-
tance of serving her community and ex-
pressed a profound love for it. Her contribu-
tions to women around the world will be her
legacy. She is survived by her sons, Seth
Jacobson and Brett Raphael, daughter, Jessa
Murnin, and her six grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring the life of
Dr. Dana Louise Raphael. Dr. Raphael
touched and aided many people throughout
her life. Her advocacy, deep commitment, and
positive attitude will be greatly missed by all
who knew her.

CONGRATULATING DAVID
PRINGLE

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a great deal of admiration that we con-
gratulate Mr. David Pringle, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Aflac, on his retirement on behalf of
the citizens of our districts.

As you know, Aflac is one of Georgia’s most
renowned and respected companies. The
company has repeatedly found its name on
prestigious lists such as Fortune’s 100 Best
Companies to Work For and Ethisphere’s list
of World’s Most Ethical Companies. In addi-
tion, Aflac has generously provided the oppor-
tunity for more than 5,000 skilled individuals to
demonstrate the spirit that has made the com-
pany a household name and has helped make
Georgia a highly desirable place to live and
raise a family.

What makes a company like Aflac so suc-
cessful are the employees and leaders, like
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David, who work tirelessly behind the scenes.
As Senior Vice President, David serves as a
role model, as his career is a veritable road
map for young ambitious people to follow and
emulate. However, his recent decision to retire
from Aflac and departure from Washington
certainly will be a source of sadness among
members of Congress and staff so accus-
tomed to reaching out to David whenever in
need of counsel. It is not only the institutional
knowledge of the insurance industry’s most
complex issues that will be missed, but the
friendship David has provided to us over the
years.

We wish David and Linell all the best in
their next chapter, and hope that it includes
the rewards and the leisure he has so richly
earned.

————
CONGRATULATING JARRETT
JACQUES FOR HIS FIRST PLACE
WIN IN THE 2016 MISSOURI

STATE WRESTLING CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Jarrett Jacques for his first place
win in the 2016 Class 2, 138 pound weight
class, Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Jarrett and his coach should be commended
for all of their hard work throughout this past
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to Owensville High school and their
local community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Jarrett
for a job well done.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES
McCNULTY, 26TH MAYOR OF
SCRANTON

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the late Jim McNulty, former
Mayor of Scranton, who passed away on
March 2, 2016 after battling cancer and heart
problems. Jim was a champion for the Electric
City and will be remembered for his service to
his community.

Born in Scranton on February 27, 1945 to
Henry and Eloise McNulty, he was the eldest
of six siblings. Jim graduated from the Univer-
sity of Scranton in 1966, with a degree in Po-
litical Science. In 1981, Jim entered his name
in Scranton’s mayoral election, and his cam-
paign was centered on reviving Scranton’s
economy. The rose became an iconic image
of Jim’s candidacy, as he handed out thou-
sands to voters and wore one on his lapel.

Jim assumed office in 1982. During his time
as mayor, he took on several projects that re-
vitalized city’s infrastructure, attracted tourism,
and reclaimed pride in Scranton’s history as a
railroad hub. Jim worked with the National
Park Service to establish Steamtown National
Historic Site. Through Jim’s efforts, Scranton
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was also able to rehabilitate the historic Erie-
Lackawanna train station on Jefferson Avenue
and convert it into hotel. His administration
committed the funding needed to finish Mon-
tage Mountain Road, which allowed for the de-
velopment of Montage Mountain Ski Resort.
He also attracted a heavyweight championship
fight between Larry Holmes and Lucien Rodri-
guez.

After his term ended in 1986, Jim went on
to become a local media personality. He
hosted a radio talk show on WARM, billed as
“the Mayor of WARMIland.” He also covered
politics on WYOU-TV’s “Sunday Live with Jim
McNulty.” Outside of the media, Jim worked
as a political consultant to other candidates
and campaigns. In 1991, Jim married Evie
Rafalko, and the couple recently celebrated
their 25th anniversary.

It is an honor to recognize the life of this tal-
ented public servant. Jim’s legacy will not be
soon forgotten by the Electric City. His pass-
ing is deeply saddening, and he will be greatly
missed by the people of Scranton.

REMEMBERING BEATRICE “BEA”
JAIVEN HEINE

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize the life of Beatrice “Bea” Jaiven
Heine who passed away peacefully at her
home on March 1, 2016 at the age of 94.

The daughter of Russian immigrants, Mrs.
Heine grew up in Connecticut where she grad-
uated from Stamford High School. She went
on to receive a Bachelor's degree at Southern
Connecticut State Teachers College and later
a Masters degree from Columbia University
followed by her Doctoral degree in education
from Temple University. She is best known
professionally for decades as an educator in
elementary school primarily for Haddon Town-
ship’s fifth grade and later at the college level
for teacher education with a focus on mathe-
matics. Long before the importance of math
education was widely acknowledged, Mrs.
Heine creatively engaged students and future
teachers to learn math with logic and showed
that “Math can be fun.”

She was an avid traveler and met her hus-
band, the late Joseph Heine, on a cruise.
They were blessed with two daughters and
shared nearly 34 years of happy marriage.

While her list of educational, career and per-
sonal accomplishments are no doubt impres-
sive, her family notes that she was modest
about her successes. It is fitting that March is
designated as Women’s History Month—a
time to recognize and celebrate the accom-
plishments of women, like Mrs. Heine, both in
our nation and in our communities, who have
made a positive impact.

Remembered for her sparkling eyes, win-
ning dimples, auburn hair, radiant smile, and
warm laugh, Mrs. Heine formed rewarding re-
lationships with family, friends, neighbors, and
colleagues. To those who knew her, there is
little doubt that the world is a better place be-
cause of Bea.

E311
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
March 14, | missed a series of Roll Call votes.
Had | been present, | would have voted “YEA”
on Numbers 111, 112, and 113.

———

HONORING CARL JUNCTION HIGH
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL DAVID PYLE
ON BEING NAMED THE MISSOURI
ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS’ 2016 PRIN-
CIPAL OF THE YEAR

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Carl Junction High School Principal
David Pyle on being named the Missouri As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals’
2016 Principal of the year.

As Principal of Carl Junction High School,
Pyle has worked diligently to ensure that stu-
dents receive a high-value education and ex-
pand their learning opportunities. Going be-
yond the call of duty, he also takes time to fa-
miliarize himself with students by name and
interacts with them on a personal level.

Namely, Principal Pyle was awarded this
decoration based on his positive impact in the
areas of collaborative leadership; curriculum,
instruction and assessment; and his personal-
ization of this learning environment.

Mr. Speaker, David Pyle’s committed lead-
ership in Carl Junction, Missouri, has set an
essential example of how to maintain a stand-
ard of academic excellence for students. | am
honored to congratulate him on his achieve-
ments as Principal of Carl Junction High
School, and know that—with people like Prin-
cipal Pyle in place—its students will be well
prepared to achieve their future goals and
achieve the American Dream.

———

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF
FRESNO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the historic
Rotary Club of Fresno, California—an institu-
tion that has brought families and communities
together since its establishment.

The Rotary Club of Fresno was first orga-
nized as provisional Rotary Club on December
13, 1915, and three months later, a group of
23 Fresno business leaders chartered the or-
ganization on March 1, 1916. At the time, the
Fresno Rotary Club was the first rotary club in
Central California, the ninth in the State of
California and the 203rd club in the world. The
Fresno club held its first meeting in Downtown
Fresno in the Hotel Fresno Ballroom, and held



E312

its first District Conference in Rotary by 1916.
In 1919, the club implemented their first com-
munity project, firmly establishing their organi-
zation in Fresno by the act of planting 1,000
olive trees along Golden State Highway, other-
wise known as State Highway 99.

Since its establishment, the Fresno Rotary
Club has supported hundreds of community
projects and organizations in the local commu-
nity, including: the water tower in downtown
Fresno, building the 3,500 seat Rotary Amphi-
theater at Woodward Park, contributing to the
construction of Playland at Roeding Park, pro-
viding mentorship programs through the Boys
& Girls Clubs of America, donating to the Sal-
vation Army, Schools, and our local hospitals.

The Rotary Club of Fresno has been dedi-
cated to numerous causes that have contrib-
uted over $3.7 million throughout its existence
to many local and international projects which
support local issues and international humani-
tarian efforts. The club’s Wheelchair project
has delivered over 4,200 wheelchairs to Cen-
tral American and African nations since 2003.
Project Nino has provided medical services
and treatment to children over the last 30
years in the small village of Santiago de
Tautla, Mexico, and has treated over 100,000
patients since 1985. The “WAPI” Water Purifi-
cation project has delivered countless solar
cookers and water treatment devices through-
out the world. The Rotary Club of Fresno has
also contributed over $1.2 million to the Rotary
International Foundation in support of its
worldwide humanitarian efforts to eradicate
polio, and improve people’s lives.

Members of the Fresno Rotary continue to
dedicate themselves to community develop-
ment and involvement. Whether it's organizing
a city wide Boy Scout Council, or holding an
annual Christmas party at the senior citizens
home, or providing scholarships for students
to pay for college. The Fresno Rotary has
made a strong impact in our community, and
has enriched the quality of life for many resi-
dents throughout the Central Valley.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing the Rotary
Club of Fresno as they celebrate its 100th an-
niversary and prepare to continue to provide
outstanding leadership through the Central
Valley, the State of California, and our Nation.

THE RISE OF ISIS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.
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Cameron Kallina attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: The
rise of ISIS.

The rise of ISIS in the past year has taken
a toll on the perception of the terroristic
group from a blatant ‘“JV team’’, the words
of our Commander in Chief, to a threat even
greater than Al Qaeda. They have dem-
onstrated time and time again that they are
serious and are here to stay. From Paris to
the shooting down of a Russian commercial
airline, the actions of these attacks have
shaken sense of security of everyday normal
life.

ISIS is a terrorist militant group, dis-
owned by Al Qaeda in early 2014 due to their
brutal tactics, which has risen to power
through the massive land they have con-
quered from Northern Syria to Central Iraq.
They are the richest terror group in the
world due to owning over half of Syria’s oil
assets and those profits from the oil help
independently fund their regime.

Their actions have had an impact on not
only the United States, but abroad as well.
ISIS has become a focus of the 2016 Presi-
dential election. Where prior to the attacks
of late 2015 the focus of the debates centered
on the economy, there has been a shift to na-
tional security, especially how to implement
measures and how to maintain it. According
to a Gallup poll which was published on De-
cember 14, 2015, 16% of Americans think ter-
rorism is now the number one issue in the
election, up from 3% in early November.
(http:/ www.gallup.com/poll/187655/americans-
name-terrorism-noproblem.aspx) The can-
didates differ on how to handle the rising sit-
uation. The candidates all have their theory
on how to defeat this group. One idea from
Hillary Clinton states we should shut down
every terrorist account on social media,
Donald Trump has made statements that we
should ban all Muslims from entering the
country, Ted Cruz says we must stand with
our Allies against the terror threat, and
there are many other ideas from other can-
didates that have their own strategy for fac-
ing ISIS.

Our sense of security has also been shaken.
The ruthless terrorist attacks on Paris,
France left the world in a shocked state of
disbelief. 130 people were massacred and 368
were wounded that night at Stade de France,
cafes, restaurants, and a concert hall. It left
a scar on France they’ll never forget. It
seemed nowhere was safe; any place could
now be a target. And citizens around the
world were aware of this, tensions were high
as everyone waited with the anticipation of
another attack happening. Cities in Europe
and the United States were on a heightened
alert in the days and weeks following.

These acts of violence has shown the true
colors and motivation of this radical regime.
They show no intentions of letting up and
have become a threat, not just to the U.S.A.,
but to all of the Western Civilized world.
America must lead the fight against these
monsters with the help of our Allies to se-
cure victory and peace worldwide.

———
CONGRATULATING JACKSON
BERCK FOR HIS FIRST PLACE
WIN IN THE 2016 MISSOURI

STATE WRESTLING CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-

March 15, 2016

gratulating Jackson Berck for his first place
win in the 2016 Class 4, 195 pound weight
class, Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Jackson and his coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout
this past year and for bringing home the state
championship to Francis Howell Central High
School and their local community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Jackson
for a job well done.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | missed
three votes on March 14. If | were present, |

would have voted on the following:
Rollcall No. 111: On Passage of S. 2426,

“yea.”
Rollcall No. 112: On Passage of H. Con.
Res. 75, “yea.”

Rollcall No. 113: On Passage of H. Con.
Res. 121, “yea.”

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF HOPE WENG,
THE PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF
COMMUNITY AWARDS PROGRAM
2016 HONOREE

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Hope Weng, a young student from
my district who is one of two students to re-
ceive national recognition for exemplary volun-
teer service in her community. Ms. Weng of
Tempe has just been named the 2016 Middle
Level State Honoree by The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards program, an annual
honor conferred on the most impressive stu-
dent volunteers in each state and the District
of Columbia.

Ms. Weng, an eighth-grade student at
Tempe Preparatory Academy, delivered 100
care packages containing cookies, thank-you
cards and self-penned essays to residents of
a veterans home to honor their service. After
writing an essay about veterans and having
met with a veteran at a local VFW post, Ms.
Weng was inspired to initiate a project that
would honor and show appreciation to our vet-
erans. Ms. Weng achieved her goal by cre-
ating a budget and then raising the funds
through the sale of Girl Scout cookies, hosting
a garage sale, winning a writing contest, sav-
ing her Chinese New Year gift money and so-
liciting donations. She engaged the community
by having individuals write messages of grati-
tude in her thank-you cards.

Thanks to Ms. Weng’s dedication to service,
100 Arizona veterans received thoughtful care
packages. Members, please join me in con-
gratulating Ms. Weng for being named one of
the top honorees in Arizona by The 2016 Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards program.
Ms. Weng, congratulations on all of your ac-
complishments and thank you for recognizing
and honoring our veterans.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, during Roll
Call vote number 111, 112 and 113 on S.
2426, H. Con. Res. 75, H. Con. Res. 121, |
was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted yea. My flight,
JetBlue 2224, was delayed by 1 hour and 20
minutes.

——————

CHALLENGES WITHIN THE
POLITICAL PROCESS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Arjun Luthra attends Clear Springs High
School in League City, Texas. The essay topic
is: Challenges within the political process.

Within the US political system, there is an
iron triangle which defines the spheres of in-
fluence and relationship between the United
States Congress, the bureaucracy and the in-
terest groups. Along with these groups, the
executive branch influences the appoint-
ments of justices and bureaucratic officials.
Concerns regarding public policy are placed
on the shoulders of numerous institutions.
What makes the political process so chal-
lenging is to ensure there is reconciliation of
the political interests of these numerous in-
stitutions like Congress, which represents
individual districts and states, and the Presi-
dent, which represents the overall nation.

The President, Office of Management and
Budget, the Congressional Budget Office,
agencies and interest groups are all involved
in the budgeting process. The President
bears responsibility of presenting the Budget
to Congress while the Congressional Budget
Office advises Congress of potential con-
sequences of budget decisions. Within the
process, the agencies provide projection of
budgetary needs. The complexity of the proc-
ess and shared roles among the institution
often require adaptation or reconciliation.
For example, in 1973, President Nixon refused
to disburse appropriated funds of Congress.
This lead to the Budget Impoundment Act
which transferred power of President to Con-
gress. This particular historical example not
only demonstrates a check and balance sys-
tem, but also exemplifies the challenges in
the political process.

In addition to budget, legislation becomes
difficult to enact either due to political grid-
lock due to divided government or party po-
larization. This gridlock has led to a re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

stricted number of bills that pass through
the congressional committees. Only 4 per-
cent of bills introduced to Congress become
law and only about 6 percent of bills reach
floor debate. Furthermore, discussion of bill
is restricted by the closed rule in the House,
which places time limit for debate and re-
stricts amendments. While in the Senate,
senators can request for a filibuster, which
extends time of debate. This allows members
of the Senate to push their interests forward
and often prevent discussion of other legisla-
tion proposed.

In essence, the political process is chal-
lenging especially in creating the political
agenda and reaching specific goals set by the
numerous governmental institutions. Today,
hot topics in the political agenda include
gun control, education and immigration
policies. Although pushing for funds and leg-
islation that yields long-term benefits for
the constituents is challenging, the political
process requires purposeful rather than reck-
less action that is advantageous to the
United States. The political process ensures
recognition of the Constitution as a gov-
erning document and also ensures a check on
the abuse of political power.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,124,286,688,944.60. We've
added $8,497,409,640,031.52 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———————

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRIEDA JOR-
DAN—28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Dr. Frieda Jordan,
of Glendale, California.

After graduating from high school in Tehran,
Iran, Frieda Jordan moved to England, where
she received a BSc and a PhD in Bio-
chemistry from King’s College London. She
also became a Certified Histocompatibility
Specialist with the American Board of
Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics. Dr.
Jordan is currently the Director of DNA Molec-
ular Typing at Foundation Laboratory, and is a
laboratory inspector with the European Fed-
eration for Immunogenetics representing Ar-
menia. Prior to her work at Foundation Lab-
oratory, Dr. Jordan was Associate Director of
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the  Human  Leukocyte Antigen and
Immunogenetics Laboratory at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center in Los Angeles.

Dr. Jordan has dedicated an extraordinary
amount of time and energy in serving her
community through her medical and scientific
expertise. She is co-founder and president of
the Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry
(ABMDR), as well as chair of its “Support
Group” for patients and their family members.
ABMDR, which was founded in 1999, recruits
and provides matched unrelated donors for
stem cell or bone marrow transplantation to
patients who are facing life-threatening blood
disorders. ABMDR has identified more than
3531 potential matches for patients all around
the world, and has facilitated 26 stem cell
transplants. This organization has also brought
new medical technology to Armenia, where it
established a Stem Cell Harvesting Center in
2009.

Dr. Jordan is an active member and partici-
pant of various medical organizations including
the Armenian Medical Association, the World
Marrow Donor Association, the National Mar-
row Donor Program, and the European Fed-
eration for Immunogenetics. An accomplished
speaker, Dr. Jordan has given presentations
at numerous conferences and workshops in
the United States and around the world.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an exceptional woman of California’s
28th Congressional District, Dr. Frieda Jordan,
for her extraordinary service to the community.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH
HEFFERS, THE 2016 GREATER

PITTSTON FRIENDLY SONS OF
SAINT PATRICK MAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Joseph Heffers, who was
named Man of the Year by the Greater
Pittston Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick for the
year 2016.

Joseph is the son of the late John Heffers
and Mary Golden Heffers. He was born and
raised in Pittston, Pennsylvania, and grad-
uated from Pittston High School. He attended
Wilkes-Barre Business College and earned a
degree in Business and Accounting. He
served in the Army from 1964 to 1967 in the
Special Troops United at Fort Dix, New Jersey
and was named Soldier of the Month during
1966. He worked at Eberhard Faber in Moun-
tain Top, Pennsylvania as Project Manager for
21 years, receiving the President’s Award from
Eberhard Faber in 1986. He later worked at
Cooper Industries in Weatherly as a Produc-
tion Specialist and retired from InterMetro In-
dustries in Wilkes-Barre. Joseph then man-
aged the Metro Wire Federal Credit Union in
Plains from 2001-2010.

He is a former President of the Greater
Pittston Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and re-
ceived the Achievement Award in 2010. He
was the historical speaker at the 100th anni-
versary banquet at the Friendly Sons in 2015.
He is on the Advisory Board of the Salvation
Army in West Pittston. And, finally, Mr. Heffers
is a former financial secretary of President



E314

John F. Kennedy Council Number 372 Knights
of Columbus, council Choir and Trustee of the
4th Degree Assembly.

Mr. Heffers coached several youth teams:
Stoners Soccer, Jenkins Township and girls’
softball and girls’ Varsity Basketball at St.
Mary’s Assumption in Pittston. He is a mem-
ber of St. John the Evangelist Church where
he also serves as a Senior Altar Server.

Mr. Heffers resides in Port Griffith with his
wife of 44 years, the former Mary Catherine
Shea. They are the parents of two children,
Joseph and Mary Elizabeth Gregor. Joseph
and Mary Heffers have two grandchildren,
Maxwell Wallace Gregor and Declan Joseph
Gregor.

It is an honor to recognize Joseph for all of
his accomplishments, and | am grateful for his
lifetime of service to our community and coun-

try.

——
CONGRATULATING JARED
RENNICK FOR HIS FIRST PLACE
WIN IN THE 2016 MISSOURI

STATE WRESTLING CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Jared Rennick for his first place
win in the 2016 Class 3, 195 pound weight
class, Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Jared and his coach should be commended
for all of their hard work throughout this past
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to Washington High School and their
local community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Jared for
a job well done.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call
vote numbers 111, 112 and 113 on S. 2426,
H. Con. Res. 75, H. Con. Res. 121, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted aye.

TRIBUTE TO C. MARSHALL KIBLER
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, sadly, South Carolina has lost a native
son, C. Marshall Kibler, who was one of our
state’s most respected and admired business
leaders. He fulfiled a rewarding life as a
Southern Gentleman. He co-founded one of
South Carolina’s leading commercial real es-
tate firms with Jeremy Wilson, now associated
with Newmark Grubb. | especially appreciate
his ability to select and mentor young profes-
sionals to achieve success.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The following obituary is from The State of
Columbia, S.C. on March 15, 2016:

CoLUMBIA.—C. Marshall Kibler passed away
unexpectedly, Sunday, March 13, 2016, after a
brief illness. He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Clarence Marshall Kibler and Eleanor
VanBenthuysen Roman Kibler.

A lifelong resident of Columbia, Marshall
was a graduate of A.C. Flora High School,
where he played football and was a member
of the Dark Horseman Club. Mr. Kibler was
a graduate of The University of South Caro-
lina. He was cofounder and president of Wil-
son Kibler, Inc., a statewide commercial real
estate firm with offices in Columbia,
Charleston, Myrtle Beach and Greenville.
Mr. Kibler was a founding member of The
Capital Rotary Club, where he served as
President and was a Paul Harris Fellow. His
real estate designations include the Society
of Industrial and Office Realtor (SIOR) and
Certified Commercial Investment Member
(CCIM). He was also actively involved with
the Executives’ Association of Greater Co-
lumbia (EAGC). Marshall served as president
of The Palmetto Little League in 1992, the
year the Wilson Kibler team was the league
champions. He also served on the board of
Cooperative Ministry. Mr. Kibler was a mem-
ber of Forest Lake Club, the Pine Tree Hunt
Club, the Columbia Cotillion Club, the Cen-
turion Society, the Quadrille Club, the Fla-
menco Club and the Palmetto Club. He had
an interest in history and was a member of
the Sons of the American Revolution.

He is survived by his beloved best friend
and wife of 40 years, Anna Belle Heyward
Kibler; his children, Heyward Haskell Kibler
(Rula), Sarah Rhett Kibler Brewer (Brooks),
and Anna Belle ““Boo”” Kibler Moca (Steven).
He was affectionately known as ‘“Kib’’ by his
seven adoring grandchildren, Jones Emile
Kibler, Heyward Julian Kibler, Sarah Taylor
Rhett Brewer, Townes Brooks Brewer, Anna
Belle Heyward Brewer, Henry Marshall
Moca, and William Rhett Moca. Also sur-
viving are his sister, Eleanor Kibler ‘Cis”’
Ellison (Hagood) and brother, E. Robertson
“Bud” Kibler (Beth). Marshall enjoyed his
second home in Little Switzerland, NC where
he loved time with his grandchildren, relax-
ing and otherwise doing very little.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 11
o’clock, Thursday, March 17th, at St. Joseph
Catholic Church, 3600 Devine Street, Colum-
bia, with The Rev. Msgr. Richard D. Harris
officiating. Final Commendation and Fare-
well Prayers will follow at Elmwood Ceme-
tery. The family will receive friends at the
home, 8 Ashley Court, Columbia, from 4 until
6 o’clock, Wednesday evening. Shives Fu-
neral Home, Trenholm Road Chapel, is as-
sisting the family. In lieu of flowers, for the
benefit of St. Joseph Catholic School, memo-
rials may be made to The Central Carolina
Community Foundation, Kibler Scholarship
Fund, 2711 Middleburg Drive, Suite 213, Co-
lumbia, SC 29204.

In temper he was frank, manly and sincere,
an elegant gentleman. In deportment, dig-
nified and courteous, and in all the domestic
relations of life, exemplary and irreproach-
able. Memories and condolences may be
shared at ShivesFuneralHome.com.

——
IN HONOR OF THE TUSKEGEE AIR-

MEN FOUNDATION 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the
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75th Anniversary of the activation of the U.S.
Army Air Corps 99th Pursuit Squadron. The
first black combat aviation unit comprised of
pilots and support personnel trained at
Tuskegee Army Air Field.

Tuskegee Airman Foundation is a national
non-profit organization whose mission is to
continue to build on the successes of the past,
highlight the role models of today and develop
the workforce of tomorrow.

In 1940, the military selected Tuskegee In-
stitute to train pilots because of its commit-
ment to aeronautical training; its facilities, en-
gineering and technical instructors as well as
a suitable climate for year-round flying.

In May of 1940, the first Civilian Pilot Train-
ing Program students completed their training.
“The Tuskegee Experience” later grew to be-
come a center for African-American aviation
during World War II.

These brave airmen overcame segregation
and prejudice to become one of the most re-
spected fighter groups of WWII paving the
way for full integration of the U.S. military.
These men and women of the Tuskegee Air-
men exemplify the State of Alabama’s priority
of Public Service Excellence.

This commemoration of their legacy comes
directly from the efforts and determination of
over 16,000 courageous men and women and
recognizes the fortitude of these individuals to
stand strong in the face of adversity.

Their accomplishments gave way to the
continuation on a grand scale through the in-
troduction of American youth to the world of
aviation, technology, engineering and math
through local and national programs and ac-
tivities.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
today, March 22, 2016 as Tuskegee Airmen
Foundation Day in honor of the Tuskegee Air-
men Foundation 75th Anniversary.

RELIGION, RIGHTS, AND REFUGE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Bushra Hamid attends Manvel High School
in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: Select
an important event that has occurred in the
past year and explain how that event has
changed/shaped our country.

Religion, rights, refuge—this past year has
shaped our country like no other. From Pope
Francis’s historic visit to the United States,
to the Supreme Court’s new ruling on mar-
riage equality, 2015 has marked, no doubt, a
memorable year that has been etched in his-
tory. And yet, one of the most unfortunate
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highlights of 2015 was the refugee crisis that
has taken the world by storm. The worst hu-
manitarian crisis of the year has roiled this
country, causing doubt and confusion for
leaders across the nation.

The failure of the President’s administra-
tion to stand behind its so called ‘‘red lines”
that were imposed upon the Assad regime
during the years of the Syrian Civil War
quickly allowed the cruel Syrian dictator to
gain comfort as he continued carrying out
his brutal atrocities against innocent civil-
ians. Our shortcomings undoubtedly contrib-
uted to the refugee crisis. Although our in-
fluence in the region did not lead to the in-
stability of the nation, as the strongest and
leading democratic nation of the world, we
needed—but failed—to take required actions
and stand ground by the promising words
that we first declared, thus unfortunately
giving Bashar Al-Assad a leeway.

Eventually, conflicting messages faced our
country. As Russia began to heavily inter-
vene in the troubling Arab nation, our coun-
try began to scramble for a settled negotia-
tion. In the mean time, lives were still being
lost, homes were still being destroyed, and
futures were still being gambled with. Yet,
there remained a big elephant questioning
his stance in the room: what shall be done
with the millions of citizens-turned-refugees
who had no where else to go? Thus, the issue
of whether or not to accept Syrian refugees
swiftly took America by storm. History
began to repeat itself as state governors
sought to ban refugees from their lands,
striking a similar response to that of Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s administration, when, in
the time of World War II, refused to let Jew-
ish refugees in America. It was evident that
we needed to take measures to help the lives
of those who were forced to flee from Syria
to foreign lands with nothing left, while at
the same time, to not risk minimizing our
national security.

Logistics aside, it is clear that the Syrian
refugee crisis has been a sad burden that, as
a leading nation, we needed to face head-on.
Failure to unite and stand strong with any
decisions that we as a nation decide upon un-
fortunately leads to a disruption of tran-
quility. We must unite as a country and
come to decisive actions in our future inter-
national encounters.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, March 14, | was unavoidably de-
tained. As a result, | missed three recorded
votes:

On rollcall Number 113, passage of House
Concurrent Resolution 121. As a strong sup-
porter, had | been present | would have voted
“ves.”

On rollcall Number 112, passage of House
Concurrent Resolution 175. As a cosponsor,
had | been present | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall Number 111, passage of S.
2426, had | been present | would have voted
“yes.”
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CONGRATULATING ALEC HAGAN
FOR HIS FIRST PLACE WIN IN
THE 2016 MISSOURI STATE WRES-
TLING CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Alec Hagan for his first place win in
the 2016 Class 4, 138 pound weight class,
Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Alec and his coach should be commended
for all of their hard work throughout this past
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to Eureka High School and their local
community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Alec for
a job well done.

HONORING RON JIBSON
HON. JASON CHAFFETZ

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ron Jibson who, on April 12, 2016, will
be honored as the 37th “Giant in our City.”
This award honors those individuals with ex-
ceptional and distinguished service and ex-
traordinary professional achievement. Ron is
an incredibly deserving recipient.

Ron’s contributions to the Utah business
community have been transformative, and his
work to solve important issues has trans-
formed our state. Ron currently serves as
President and CEO of Questar Corporation, a
natural gas and energy company. Not only is
Ron an industry leader, he has contributed
countless hours of service to our community.
He currently serves as a trustee for Utah State
University and serves on the boards of the
Utah Symphony/Opera and the Women’s
Leadership Institute. Countless Utahns have,
and continue to be, impacted by Ron’s work.

| am honored to recognize Ron Jibson as a
true “giant” in Utah’s community today. | thank
him for his commitment to bettering Utah, and
his influence in effecting change.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF BILL BURKE,
RECIPIENT OF THE GREATER
PITTSTON FRIENDLY SONS OF
SAINT PATRICK SWINGLE
AWARD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Bill Burke, who on March 17,
2016 will receive the Swingle Award from the
Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick.
For nearly three decades, Bill’'s dedication and
service to the community has produced many
ambitious pupils and hardworking students.

Born in Pittston, Pennsylvania and son of
William P. Burke and Nora Barrett Burke, Bill
is married to the former Maripat Seitzinger of

E315

Scranton. They have four children: William,
Jack, Peter, and Maeve.

Bill is a graduate of Scranton Preparatory
School, the University of Scranton, and the
University of Notre Dame. He has been em-
ployed as a history teacher at Scranton Prep
since 1990. In recognition of his contributions
in teaching, he received The Rochelle Olifson
Teacher of Impact Award from the University
of Southern California, the Rose Kelly Award
from the University of Scranton, and has been
a finalist for the Disney Teacher of the Year.
He has also served Scranton Prep as Director
of Admissions and Assistant Director of the
Richmond Summer Service Program.

Under Bill’'s direction, the Scranton Prep
cross-country team has won four PIAA State
championships and twelve PIAA District I
Championships. In his sixteen years at the
helm of both cross-country and track, Prep
has produced 18 all-state athletes and three
state champions, and three athletes have gar-
nered regional and national honors.

As an all-state performer himself, Bill was
elected to Scranton Prep’s Athletic Honor Roll.
He is also a member of the University of
Scranton’s Wall of Fame, and was elected to
the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame, North
Eastern Pennsylvania Division, in 2008. Bill
was included in the Scranton Times Tribune’s
Top 25 Coaches of All Time list in 2005.

Bill is a member of the John F. Kennedy
Council Number 372 Knights of Columbus,
Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick,
and the AOH Wolf Tone Division Pittston. He
has been a coaching instructor for Special
Olympics. He is a founding member of the Di-
ocese of Scranton Cross-Country League and
is on the staff of the North Pocono football
team as the speed and conditioning coach. He
is currently the cross-country coach at the Uni-
versity of Scranton.

It is an honor to recognize Bill for all of his
community contributions, and | congratulate
him for receiving the Swingle Award. | am
grateful for his efforts to develop young people
into leaders.

——————

WHAT MAKES THE POLITICAL
PROCESS IN CONGRESS SO CHAL-
LENGING?

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Ann Johnson attends Kempner High School
in Sugar Land, Texas. The essay topic is: In
your opinion, what makes the political process
in Congress so challenging?
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I used to think that Congress was largely
ineffective. However, after taking a semester
of AP Government, I realized that the legis-
lative body was supposed to be that way.
Congress isn’t supposed to react quickly,
rather, it is supposed to take its time and de-
liberate over the best course of action. The
large number of political checkpoints a bill
must pass naturally complicates the process.
These checkpoints ensure that the bill is the
best version it can be and brings the greatest
good to the greatest number of people.

However, there are many extraneous fac-
tors that make the political process more
challenging. One is the very apparent polit-
ical divide in Congress. When Democrats
only support bills created by Democrats and
vice versa, the political process becomes
nearly impossible to maneuver. Many great
ideas and proposals for our country get lost
in the partisan struggle or passed bills,
heavy with compromises, never amount to
any real change. Too often, politicians are
more concerned with party approval instead
of the needs of the American people. The
deep divide in Congress and unwillingness to
engage in across the aisle collaboration
makes the political process extremely chal-
lenging.

Another factor in the political process is
the influence of wealthier Americans in the
decision-making process. In recent times,
Americans of higher socioeconomic have
been able to contribute heavily to elections
and legislation. After the Citizens United vs
FEC ruling, corporations and unions were
able to spend unlimited sums of money on
campaigns. This allows wealthier Americans
to yield more power in the election and leg-
islative fronts. They are able to influence
lawmakers to vote their way, instead of vot-
ing for the benefit of all Americans. When
lawmakers are forced to vote for their own
personal benefit or for the benefit of their fi-
nancial contributors, it makes the political
process incredibly challenging.

Lastly, lack of interest in the political
process by the public is a challenge. As
Americans, we have been blessed with the
right to participate in our democratic proc-
ess. From voting for candidates to speaking
out about different laws, Americans are able
to influence the political process in many
ways. However, too few Americans take ad-
vantage of these privileges. When all Ameri-
cans unite for a cause, true change is cer-
tainly possible. Leading America in the right
direction requires the participation of all
Americans and politicians working together
hand in hand.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2016
STATE REPRESENTATIVE DAVID
FLYNN SCHOLARSHIP FUND

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 2016 State Representative
David Flynn Scholarship Fund and to honor
the man for whom it was named: David Flynn,
loving husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, friend, neighbor, and former Dean
of the Massachusetts State House.

The 2016 State Representative David Flynn
Scholarship Fund, awarded to one student
from the Plymouth campus at Quincy College
this year, will make higher education more ac-
cessible to the most deserving student. This
Scholarship Fund was established to honor
David’s dedication to Plymouth County resi-
dents and his lifelong passion for education.
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Still a student at Bridgewater State College,
David Flynn began his first political step as
Bridgewater Parks Commissioner in 1957. He
would go on to never lose a campaign in his
political career, which included serving as the
Representative of the 8th Plymouth District in
the Massachusetts State House. In addition to
his tenure in the State House and as an advi-
sor in the Dukakis and King Administrations,
David is remembered for his instrumental work
in the expansion and success of Bridgewater
State University in the decades after his grad-
uation. He was crucial in securing funding for
every campus building built since 1965 and
played a decisive role in changing the name of
the institution.

After retiring from political life in 2010, David
returned to his home in Bridgewater to spend
time with his wife Barbara, nine children, thirty
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
On December 10, 2015 at the age of 82, sur-
rounded by his loving family and friends,
David peacefully left this world—but his mem-
ory and legacy will live on in the lives of the
thousands of Massachusetts students and
residents who directly benefited from his com-
mitment and dedication to public service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the life of an extraordinary
public servant. David Flynn epitomized the
meaning of civic responsibility, and | celebrate
the great work that the scholarship fund in his
name will continue to do.

———

HONORING FLORIDA’S TEACHERS

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of outstanding public school
teachers in Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict.

| was once told that children are 25 percent
of the population, but they are 100 percent of
the future.

And it's true. The education of a child is an
investment, not only in that student, but in the
future of our country.

Therefore, | established the Congressional
Teacher Awards to honor educators for their
ability to teach and inspire students.

An independent panel has chosen the fol-
lowing teachers for Florida’s 16th District 2016
Congressional Teacher Award for their accom-
plishments as educators:

Mr. Lorenzo Browner, for his accomplish-
ments as an ESE teacher at Florine Abel Ele-
mentary School in Sarasota.

Ms. Charlotte Latham, for her accomplish-
ments as a fifth grade teacher at BD Gullett
Elementary School in Bradenton.

Mr. Todd Brown, for his accomplishments
as a civics teacher at Sarasota Military Acad-
emy Prep in Sarasota.

Dr. Jennifer Jaso, for her accomplishments
as a social studies teacher at Sarasota Middle
School in Sarasota.

Ms. Judith Black, for her accomplishments
as a French teacher at Pine View School in
Osprey.

Ms. Stacie Cratty for her accomplishments
as a dance teacher at Manatee School for the
Arts in Palmetto.

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th
District | congratulate each of these out-
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standing teachers and offer my sincere appre-
ciation for their service and dedication.

RECOGNIZING DR. CHRISTOPHER
L. MARKWOOD

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, in a
world riddled with self-service and promotion,
true public servants are hard to come by. But
in Georgia’s higher education system, we are
fortunate to have selfless and strong men and
women to inspire our next generation. It is in
the defense of hard work and promotion of
academic excellence that Georgia’s students
recognize a true leader. And with great honor,
| would like to recognize a new leader in
Georgia and my friend, Dr. Christopher L.
Markwood.

On March 31, 2016, President Markwood
will be formally inaugurated as the fifth presi-
dent of Columbus State University. His con-
firmation comes without doubt, as his roles at
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and the
University of Wisconsin-Superior proved his
ability to lead.

President Markwood has already made a
strong impact on both Columbus State Univer-
sity and the Columbus community. Since
President Markwood was hired in June of
2015, Columbus State University has seen a
spike in enroliment, and now serves 8,440 stu-
dents from across the state and nation. The
university recorded one of its largest fund-
raising years ever, bringing them close to their
$106 million comprehensive goal. Columbus
State University is now the home of the
“TSYS Center for Cybersecurity”, which trains
our students in the growing and in-demand
field of computer science and network secu-
rity. Much of this would not have been pos-
sible without President Markwood’s passion
for the university’s success.

It has been a privilege to work with Presi-
dent Markwood during my last term in Con-
gress and | look forward to watching Colum-
bus State University continue to excel under
his leadership. | wish President Markwood, his
wife Bridget, and their daughter all the best as
they continue to serve Cougar Nation.

——————
RECOGNIZING WILLIAM KIRKMAN
FOR BEING AWARDED THE

SPRINGFIELD AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE’S 2016
SPRINGFIELDIAN AWARD

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize business leader William Kirkman for re-
cently being named winner of the 2016
Springfieldian Award at the Springfield Area
Chamber of Commerce’s annual meeting.

As the Springfield Chamber of Commerce’s
most acclaimed decoration for more than 50
years, the annual Springfieldian Award honors
an individual who has demonstrated out-
standing leadership and dedication to the
Springfield, Missouri, community.
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As the first in his family to attend college,
Kirkman graduated from Missouri State Uni-
versity in 1969. He was hired by Baird, Kurtz
& Dobson (BKD) accounting firm out of col-
lege and rose through their ranks; He climbed
from associate to partner and eventually be-
came the firm’s Chief Operating Officer in
2004.

Described as a man with a heart of gold,
Kirkman was admired and respected by his
peers. He demonstrated a passion for helping
those who worked under him to blossom pro-
fessionally, and is considered to have been an
early pioneer in helping women to break into
the accounting profession.

In addition to his impressive professional ca-
reer, Kirkman has served in numerous leader-
ship roles for Springfield area organizations.
Currently, he holds the Chair position of the
Board of Directors of City Utilities of Spring-
field but, in the past, he served at the Chair
positions of the Springfield Area Chamber of
Commerce board of directors, the Springfield/
Branson National Airport board of directors,
and Springdfield's Center City Development
Corporation. He also served as President of
the Springfield Business Development Cor-
poration in 1995, and received the Out-
standing Alumni Award from Missouri State
University in 2004. Lastly though, and certainly
not the least of his accomplishments, Kirkman
also achieved the rank of Captain while serv-
ing in the Marine Corps.

Mr. Speaker, William Kirkman—who | con-
sider a personal friend—is not only a pillar of
the Springfield community, but has been a
mentor and inspiration for countless individ-
uals that he has interacted with along his sto-
ried career. | urge my colleagues to join me as
| extend my appreciation for his service to
Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District.

WOMEN ONCE AGAIN MADE
HISTORY IN 2015

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Alesondra Cruz attends George Ranch High
School in Richmond, Texas. The essay topic
is: Women Once Again Made History in 2015.

Capt. Kristen Griest and 1st Lt. Shaye
Haver became the first women to graduate
from the Army Ranger School in August
2015, the first year it was open to women.
The course is a notoriously difficult feat in
army training and has proven impossible to
copious soldiers in the past. It results in
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strong leaders, pushing soldiers to not only
their physical, but mental threshold. The
sixty-one day long course includes brutal ob-
stacles and a 12 mile march to be completed
in three hours. Ninety-four men and 2 women
beat the grueling course.

It has long been established that women
can play an efficacious role in the military.
The extent of that role, however, is still de-
bated. In November 2012, the American Civil
Liberties Union filed a federal lawsuit on be-
half of four service women and the Service
Women’s Action Network. They stated that
plaintiff, Maj. Mary Jennings Hegar, an Air
National Guard helicopter pilot, served her
country with the utmost strength and honor,
yvet was unable to obtain a leadership posi-
tion. In 2013, then-Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta announced that the army would 1ift
its ban on women serving in combat roles.
This announcement was strongly pushed by
the armed service chiefs themselves and led
to evaluation by the armed forces. When the
two women completed the course, the 75th
Ranger Regiment had not opened its doors to
women or changed its policy. Consequently,
Griest and Haver could not enter the 75th
Ranger Regiment with their fellow grad-
uates. However, their completion of the
course and inability to serve with their peers
sparked discussion over whether women
should serve at this level or solely have the
pride of wearing their well-earned Ranger
Tabs. This discussion may have been a factor
in Defense Secretary Ash Carter’s recent an-
nouncement that all combat jobs are now
open to women.

Whether a person believes that women
should be fully integrated or not, this ac-
complishment has opened conversation in an
unprecedented way. Many people defend
their stance on integrating women due to
women’s perceived physical limitation; how-
ever, Griest and Haver have proven just as
capable as their male counterparts. As an
eighteen year old, my thoughts immediately
go to the Selective Service Act and what role
integration of women may have on it. If
women are fully active in the military, will
we be asked to register? Regardless of the
final decision for the Ranger Regiment or
Selective Service Act, there is no doubt that
this event has left an imprint on how Ameri-
cans see the role of women in our military.

When asked about her accomplishment,
Griest said, ‘“We felt like we were contrib-
uting as much as the men, and we felt that
they felt that way, too.”” There is no doubt
that these women have a desire to serve our
country with pride and strength. Their dedi-
cation to America has inspired women and
men alike, and positions women to serve
their country for many years to come.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF MABELLE M.
SELLAND’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 90th birthday of Ms. Mabelle M.
Selland, a wonderful friend and loving commu-
nity member.

Mabelle Maasen Selland was born on
March 7, 1926, in Chicago, lllinois, and lived
there until the first grade when her family
moved to Omaha, Nebraska. Mabelle grad-
uated from Bensen High School in 1944, and
later moved to California with her mother
where she settled in Pasadena. Mabelle then
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moved to the Bay Area at the age of 19 to be-
come a keypunch operator. Mabelle later
came to Fresno at the invitation of friends to
work as an operator for Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric and saved enough money to enroll at
Fresno State College. It was at Fresno State
where Mabelle met Harold “Bud” Selland.
Mabelle and Bud fell in love and were married
in 1951. They raised three children, Julie, Eric,
and Bethany and were married for 55 years
until Bud’s passing in 2006.

Mabelle was an accomplished young lady
who always displayed a strong passion for
preserving, and improving her community, and
that passion has continued throughout her life.
She has dedicated her entire life to involving
herself in various community activities. She
worked as a Social Worker for Fresno County
from 1950-1955, served as the People to
People president, and as chairwoman for the
Fresno Moulmein, Burma Sister City, where
she received two awards for outstanding serv-
ice from the National Sister City Conference in
Washington D.C.

In 1972, Mabelle received her Master’'s De-
gree in Asian History from Fresno State, and
continued her work in the community. From
1973 to 1979, Mabelle served as the Execu-
tive Director for the Fresno City and County
Historical Society. She worked diligently to
successfully enter Kearney Mansion on the
National Register of Historic Places. She re-
ceived a state Historic Preservation Grant to
restore Kearney Mansion, and created seven
ethnic history exhibits, restored costume col-
lection and exhibited over 200 pieces.

In 1973, Mabelle became an instrumental
force behind starting a movement to save the
Old Administration building on the campus of
Fresno City College. Mabelle and her friend,
Ephraim Smith, saved the building from the
planned demolition. After 38 years from her
initial suggestion that the community should
save the landmark, the building was finally re-
stored and re-opened in 2011.

In the 1980’s, Mabelle served as the Cul-
tural Arts Manager for the City of Fresno Cul-
tural Arts office, where she eventually retired
from in 1994. After her retirement from the
City of Fresno, Mabelle traveled the world with
her family and friends and continued to serve
on the County Historic Records and Land-
marks Commission. She wrote about South-
east Asian history and coordinated perform-
ances and village festivals at the Southeast
Asian Business Conference.

Furthermore, Mabelle founded the Heritage
Fresno, a historic preservation organization in
2003, and served on the County Tourism
Committee in 2004.

It goes without saying that Mabelle con-
tinues to be a force to be reckoned with, even
at the young age of 90. Throughout the many
roads she has traveled, we thank Mabelle for
the many lives that she has touched along the
way. It is for these reasons that we join
Mabelle Selland’s family and friends in wishing
her a blessed 90th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating a woman who has dedicated her
life to public service. Mabelle’s many accom-
plishments within the community are a direct
reflection of her strong dedication and perse-
verance. We wish her continued health and
happiness in the years to come.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS F.
QUINNAN, RECIPIENT OF THE
2016 GREATER PITTSTON FRIEND-
LY SONS OF SAINT PATRICK
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Thomas F. Quinnan, who will
receive the 2016 Greater Pittston Friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick Achievement Award on
March 17. Thomas has had a diverse career
that has stretched over several decades, while
still finding time to participate in the commu-
nity.

}Il'homas F. Quinnan was born in Pittston,
Pennsylvania and is the son of the late Ed-
ward and Clare Gunning Quinnan. Tom re-
ceived his early education at St. Mary’s As-
sumption School and graduated from St. John
the Evangelist's High School, Pittston, and
Penn State University, Wilkes-Barre. He later
received training in Air Navigation Systems
and Equipment at The FAA Academy, and
management training at the Management
Training School and the Center for Manage-
ment Development. He attended the Roch-
ester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New
York, majoring in Electrical Engineering Tech-
nology.

Mr. Quinnan was employed by the Federal
Aviation Administration for over 33 years and
retired as the Field Office Manager, Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton sector. His career started at
the New York International Airport, and he ad-
vanced to a Navigational Aid Specialist as-
signed to the Newark, New Jersey sector of-
fice. During his time in Newark, he was as-
signed to most of the facilities in the state of
New Jersey including the Teterboro, Newark,
Trenton, Morristown, and Atlantic City airports.
In 1975, Tom was selected to be Chief of
Navaids And Communications Unit at the
Rochester International Airport, where he
served until his selection as manager at
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. During his career, Tom
obtained FAA Certification credentials on In-
strument Landing Systems, Vhf Omnirange,
Tactical Air Navigation, Air Traffic Control
Towers, and several other air traffic control
systems.

Quinnan was a member of the Manville,
New Jersey Volunteer Fire Company No. 3
serving as Recording Secretary and was a
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Fire Inspector for the Borough of Manville. He
is a former President of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, Neil McLaughlin Division, Avoca,
Pennsylvania and a former President of the
Airport Management Association. Tom is a
member of the Queen of Apostles Parish in
Avoca, and a long-standing member of the
Friendly Sons.

Tom resides in Avoca with his wife, the
former Barbara Ann Grace. They are the par-
ents of three sons: Thomas, Shawn, and Rob-
ert, with daughters-in-law, Ann, Denise, and
Kara. Tom and Barbara also have six grand-
children: Melissa, Kaleigh, Patrick, Brady,
Collin, and Ryan.

It is an honor to recognize Thomas F.
Quinnan for his service in the community and
his extraordinary career.

IMMIGRATION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Ann Marie Ramas attends Ridge Point High
School in Missouri City, Texas. The essay
topic is: Select an important event that has oc-
curred in the past year and explain how that
event has changed/shaped our country.

In the past year, immigration has become
a prevalent and controversial topic in social
and political discussions. President Obama
made some changes to immigration policies,
prompting the case United States v. Texas
(2015) where a Texas judge blocked President
Obama’s executive action on immigration
known as Deferred Actions for Parents of
Americans (DAPA). This executive order,
along with the Catch and Release Act, epito-
mizes President Obama’s position on immi-
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grants. He believes that implementing le-
nient rules on illegal immigrants is fair, that
we should not deport illegal immigrants
under certain circumstances—if they have
children who are American citizens or legal
residents, if they pass a criminal background
check, or if they are willing to pay their fair
share of taxes.

Like most things nowadays, this has
sparked some controversy. In addition to the
rising notoriety and outrageous deeds of
ISIS, the Syrian refugees seeking protection,
and the increasing frequency of terrorists’
attacks all over the world, United States v.
Texas not only exemplifies but also enlarges
the heated issue of immigration.

America is a compassionate nation, but it
is a compassionate and fearful nation. We
know that it is morally right to help those
in need, especially considering the fact that
Americans have all traveled to this great na-
tion in search for a better life. However, the
terrorist attacks and ISIS have embedded
fear in Americans eliciting questions and
doubts like whether to choose ethics over
their own security. President Obama justi-
fies his stance stating that, ‘“We are born of
immigrants. Immigration is our origin story

our oldest tradition. Immigrants and
refugees revitalize and renew America’. Ad-
vocates agree and applaud this statement
while the opposing side wonders whether this
is still true at the cost of our safety. How-
ever, one thing that both sides can agree on
is the fact that the American immigration
system is broken. So how do we fix it? That
is the debate.

The United States v. Texas case and the
whole immigration matter distinctly divide
the American people. Depending how far we
are from the first of our family to move to
the United States or how compassionate or
cautious we are, we view this concern from
different perspectives. This issue has
changed and shaped our nation in that now-
adays, the word ‘“‘immigrant’ has a negative
connotation. It is used as an insult to imply
that ‘“‘you don’t belong here”. Illegal immi-
gration has also demeaned our country and
opening ourselves up to help refugees has al-
lowed us to be vulnerable to ISIS, eager to
use our generosity as a chance to infiltrate
us. The American public now has an im-
paired opinion of immigrants, forgetting
that they are of immigration descent as well.
As President Obama said, the United States
is a country of immigrants. Immigration
molded this nation. It is the foundation of
our people. People from all over the world
immigrated to America to escape hardships
and oppression. Therefore, it is quite ironic
that centuries after its establishment, Amer-
ica is being divided by immigration.
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