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its first District Conference in Rotary by 1916. 
In 1919, the club implemented their first com-
munity project, firmly establishing their organi-
zation in Fresno by the act of planting 1,000 
olive trees along Golden State Highway, other-
wise known as State Highway 99. 

Since its establishment, the Fresno Rotary 
Club has supported hundreds of community 
projects and organizations in the local commu-
nity, including: the water tower in downtown 
Fresno, building the 3,500 seat Rotary Amphi-
theater at Woodward Park, contributing to the 
construction of Playland at Roeding Park, pro-
viding mentorship programs through the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America, donating to the Sal-
vation Army, Schools, and our local hospitals. 

The Rotary Club of Fresno has been dedi-
cated to numerous causes that have contrib-
uted over $3.7 million throughout its existence 
to many local and international projects which 
support local issues and international humani-
tarian efforts. The club’s Wheelchair project 
has delivered over 4,200 wheelchairs to Cen-
tral American and African nations since 2003. 
Project Nino has provided medical services 
and treatment to children over the last 30 
years in the small village of Santiago de 
Tautla, Mexico, and has treated over 100,000 
patients since 1985. The ‘‘WAPI’’ Water Purifi-
cation project has delivered countless solar 
cookers and water treatment devices through-
out the world. The Rotary Club of Fresno has 
also contributed over $1.2 million to the Rotary 
International Foundation in support of its 
worldwide humanitarian efforts to eradicate 
polio, and improve people’s lives. 

Members of the Fresno Rotary continue to 
dedicate themselves to community develop-
ment and involvement. Whether it’s organizing 
a city wide Boy Scout Council, or holding an 
annual Christmas party at the senior citizens 
home, or providing scholarships for students 
to pay for college. The Fresno Rotary has 
made a strong impact in our community, and 
has enriched the quality of life for many resi-
dents throughout the Central Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing the Rotary 
Club of Fresno as they celebrate its 100th an-
niversary and prepare to continue to provide 
outstanding leadership through the Central 
Valley, the State of California, and our Nation. 
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THE RISE OF ISIS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
from across the political spectrum that sheds 
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will 
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Cameron Kallina attends Seven Lakes High 
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: The 
rise of ISIS. 

The rise of ISIS in the past year has taken 
a toll on the perception of the terroristic 
group from a blatant ‘‘JV team’’, the words 
of our Commander in Chief, to a threat even 
greater than Al Qaeda. They have dem-
onstrated time and time again that they are 
serious and are here to stay. From Paris to 
the shooting down of a Russian commercial 
airline, the actions of these attacks have 
shaken sense of security of everyday normal 
life. 

ISIS is a terrorist militant group, dis-
owned by Al Qaeda in early 2014 due to their 
brutal tactics, which has risen to power 
through the massive land they have con-
quered from Northern Syria to Central Iraq. 
They are the richest terror group in the 
world due to owning over half of Syria’s oil 
assets and those profits from the oil help 
independently fund their regime. 

Their actions have had an impact on not 
only the United States, but abroad as well. 
ISIS has become a focus of the 2016 Presi-
dential election. Where prior to the attacks 
of late 2015 the focus of the debates centered 
on the economy, there has been a shift to na-
tional security, especially how to implement 
measures and how to maintain it. According 
to a Gallup poll which was published on De-
cember 14, 2015, 16% of Americans think ter-
rorism is now the number one issue in the 
election, up from 3% in early November. 
(http://www.gallup.com/poll/187655/americans- 
name-terrorism-noproblem.aspx) The can-
didates differ on how to handle the rising sit-
uation. The candidates all have their theory 
on how to defeat this group. One idea from 
Hillary Clinton states we should shut down 
every terrorist account on social media, 
Donald Trump has made statements that we 
should ban all Muslims from entering the 
country, Ted Cruz says we must stand with 
our Allies against the terror threat, and 
there are many other ideas from other can-
didates that have their own strategy for fac-
ing ISIS. 

Our sense of security has also been shaken. 
The ruthless terrorist attacks on Paris, 
France left the world in a shocked state of 
disbelief. 130 people were massacred and 368 
were wounded that night at Stade de France, 
cafes, restaurants, and a concert hall. It left 
a scar on France they’ll never forget. It 
seemed nowhere was safe; any place could 
now be a target. And citizens around the 
world were aware of this, tensions were high 
as everyone waited with the anticipation of 
another attack happening. Cities in Europe 
and the United States were on a heightened 
alert in the days and weeks following. 

These acts of violence has shown the true 
colors and motivation of this radical regime. 
They show no intentions of letting up and 
have become a threat, not just to the U.S.A., 
but to all of the Western Civilized world. 
America must lead the fight against these 
monsters with the help of our Allies to se-
cure victory and peace worldwide. 
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CONGRATULATING JACKSON 
BERCK FOR HIS FIRST PLACE 
WIN IN THE 2016 MISSOURI 
STATE WRESTLING CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-

gratulating Jackson Berck for his first place 
win in the 2016 Class 4, 195 pound weight 
class, Missouri State Wrestling Championship. 

Jackson and his coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout 
this past year and for bringing home the state 
championship to Francis Howell Central High 
School and their local community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Jackson 
for a job well done. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I missed 
three votes on March 14. If I were present, I 
would have voted on the following: 

Rollcall No. 111: On Passage of S. 2426, 
‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 112: On Passage of H. Con. 
Res. 75, ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 113: On Passage of H. Con. 
Res. 121, ‘‘yea.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HOPE WENG, 
THE PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF 
COMMUNITY AWARDS PROGRAM 
2016 HONOREE 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Hope Weng, a young student from 
my district who is one of two students to re-
ceive national recognition for exemplary volun-
teer service in her community. Ms. Weng of 
Tempe has just been named the 2016 Middle 
Level State Honoree by The Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards program, an annual 
honor conferred on the most impressive stu-
dent volunteers in each state and the District 
of Columbia. 

Ms. Weng, an eighth-grade student at 
Tempe Preparatory Academy, delivered 100 
care packages containing cookies, thank-you 
cards and self-penned essays to residents of 
a veterans home to honor their service. After 
writing an essay about veterans and having 
met with a veteran at a local VFW post, Ms. 
Weng was inspired to initiate a project that 
would honor and show appreciation to our vet-
erans. Ms. Weng achieved her goal by cre-
ating a budget and then raising the funds 
through the sale of Girl Scout cookies, hosting 
a garage sale, winning a writing contest, sav-
ing her Chinese New Year gift money and so-
liciting donations. She engaged the community 
by having individuals write messages of grati-
tude in her thank-you cards. 

Thanks to Ms. Weng’s dedication to service, 
100 Arizona veterans received thoughtful care 
packages. Members, please join me in con-
gratulating Ms. Weng for being named one of 
the top honorees in Arizona by The 2016 Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards program. 
Ms. Weng, congratulations on all of your ac-
complishments and thank you for recognizing 
and honoring our veterans. 
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