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(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“institution of higher education” has the
meaning given such term in 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  399—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF “NATIONAL PROFES-

SIONAL SOCIAL WORK MONTH”

Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, and Mr. FRANKEN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 399

Whereas the primary mission of the social
work profession is to enhance well-being and
help meet the basic needs of all people, espe-
cially the most vulnerable in society;

Whereas social work is one of the fastest
growing careers in the United States with
more than 640,000 members of the profession;

Whereas social workers work in all areas of
our society to improve happiness, health and
prosperity, including in government, schools,
universities, social service agencies, commu-
nities, the military, and mental health and
health care facilities;

Whereas social workers daily embody this
year’s ‘‘National Professional Social Work
Month’” theme, ‘“‘Forging Solutions Out of
Challenges’’, by helping individuals, commu-
nities and the larger society tackle and solve
issues that confront them;

Whereas social workers have helped the
Nation live up to its ideals by successfully
pushing for equal rights for all, including
women, African Americans, Latinos, people
who are LGBTQ, and various ethnic, cul-
tural, and religious groups;

Whereas social workers have helped people
in the Nation overcome racial strife and eco-
nomic and health care uncertainty by suc-
cessfully advocating for initiatives such as
the Medicaid program under title XIX of the
Social Security Act, unemployment insur-
ance, workplace safety initiatives, benefits
under the Social Security Act, the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of
1965, and the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act;

Whereas social workers are the largest
group of mental health care providers in the
United States and work daily to help people
overcome depression, anxiety, substance
abuse, and other disorders so they can lead
more fulfilling lives;

Whereas the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs employs more than 12,000 professional
social workers and social workers help bol-
ster the Nation’s security by providing sup-
port to active duty military personnel, vet-
erans and their families;

Whereas thousands of child, family, and
school social workers across the country pro-
vide assistance to protect children and im-
prove the social and psychological func-
tioning of children and their families;

Whereas social workers help children find
loving homes and create new families
through adoption;

Whereas social workers in schools work
with families and schools to foster future
generations by ensuring students reach their
full academic and personal potential;

Whereas social workers work with older
adults and their families to improve their

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

quality of life and ability to live independ-
ently as long as possible and get access to
high-quality mental health and health care;
and

Whereas social workers have helped the
United States and other nations overcome
earthquakes, floods, wars, and other disas-
ters by helping survivors get services such as
food, shelter, and health care, and mental
health care to address stress and anxiety:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Professional Social Work Month’’;

(2) acknowledges the diligent efforts of in-
dividuals and groups who promote the impor-
tance of social work and observe ‘‘National
Professional Social Work Month’’;

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to engage in appropriate ceremonies
and activities to promote further awareness
of the life-changing role that social workers
play; and

(4) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the hundreds of thousands of caring
individuals who have chosen to serve their
communities through social work.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 400—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 25, 2016, AS ‘“‘NA-
TIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 400

Whereas a group of permanent disorders of
the development of movement and posture
that are attributed to nonprogressive dis-
turbances that occur in the developing brain
is referred to as ‘‘cerebral palsy’’;

Whereas cerebral palsy, the most common
motor disability in children, is caused by
damage to 1 or more specific areas of the de-
veloping brain, which usually occurs during
fetal development before, during, or after
birth;

Whereas the majority of children who have
cerebral palsy are born with cerebral palsy,
but cerebral palsy may be undetected for
months or years;

Whereas 75 percent of individuals with cer-
ebral palsy also have 1 or more develop-
mental disabilities, including epilepsy, intel-
lectual disability, autism, visual impair-
ment, or blindness;

Whereas according to information released
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention—

(1) the prevalence of cerebral palsy is not
decreasing; and

(2) an estimated 1 in 323 children has cere-
bral palsy;

Whereas approximately 800,000 individuals
in the United States are affected by cerebral
palsy;

Whereas although there is no cure for cere-
bral palsy, treatment often improves the ca-
pabilities of a child with cerebral palsy;

Whereas scientists and researchers are
hopeful for breakthroughs in cerebral palsy
research;

Whereas researchers across the United
States conduct important research projects
involving cerebral palsy; and

Whereas the Senate can raise awareness of
cerebral palsy in the public and the medical
community: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 25, 2016, as ‘‘National
Cerebral Palsy Awareness Day’’;

(2) encourages each individual in the
United States to become better informed
about and aware of cerebral palsy; and
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(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Executive Director of Reaching
for the Stars: A Foundation of Hope for Chil-
dren with Cerebral Palsy.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3451. Mr. McCONNELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3450 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL (for Mr. ROBERTS) to the bill S. 764, to
reauthorize and amend the National Sea
Grant College Program Act, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3452. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
LEAHY) proposed an amendment to the bill S.
337, to improve the Freedom of Information
Act.

SA 3453. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3450 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL (for Mr. ROBERTS) to the bill S. 764, to
reauthorize and amend the National Sea
Grant College Program Act, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3454. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3450 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL (for Mr. ROBERTS) to the bill S. 764,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3451. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3450 proposed by Mr.
McCONNELL (for Mr. ROBERTS) to the
bill S. 764, to reauthorize and amend
the National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram Act, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end add the following.

“This Act shall take effect 1 day after the
date of enactment.”

SA 3452. Mr. CORNYN (for himself
and Mr. LEAHY) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 337, to improve the
Freedom of Information Act; as fol-
lows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “FOIA Im-
provement Act of 2016,

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS TO FOIA.

Section 552 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘for public inspection and
copying” and inserting ‘‘for public inspec-
tion in an electronic format’’;

(ii) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following:

‘(D) copies of all records, regardless of
form or format—

‘(i) that have been released to any person
under paragraph (3); and

“(ii)(I) that because of the nature of their
subject matter, the agency determines have
become or are likely to become the subject
of subsequent requests for substantially the
same records; or

‘“(II) that have been requested 3 or more
times; and”’; and

(iii) in the undesignated matter following
subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘public inspec-
tion and copying current’” and inserting
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“‘public inspection in an electronic format
current’’;

(B) in paragraph (4)(A), by striking clause
(viii) and inserting the following:

‘(viii)(I) Except as provided in subclause
(IT), an agency shall not assess any search
fees (or in the case of a requester described
under clause (ii)(II) of this subparagraph, du-
plication fees) under this subparagraph if the
agency has failed to comply with any time
limit under paragraph (6).

“(II)(aa) If an agency has determined that
unusual circumstances apply (as the term is
defined in paragraph (6)(B)) and the agency
provided a timely written notice to the re-
quester in accordance with paragraph (6)(B),
a failure described in subclause (I) is excused
for an additional 10 days. If the agency fails
to comply with the extended time limit, the
agency may not assess any search fees (or in
the case of a requester described under
clause (ii)(IT) of this subparagraph, duplica-
tion fees).

““(bb) If an agency has determined that un-
usual circumstances apply and more than
5,000 pages are necessary to respond to the
request, an agency may charge search fees
(or in the case of a requester described under
clause (ii)(IT) of this subparagraph, duplica-
tion fees) if the agency has provided a timely
written notice to the requester in accordance
with paragraph (6)(B) and the agency has dis-
cussed with the requester via written mail,
electronic mail, or telephone (or made not
less than 3 good-faith attempts to do so) how
the requester could effectively limit the
scope of the request in accordance with para-
graph (6)(B)(ii).

‘‘(cc) If a court has determined that excep-
tional circumstances exist (as that term is
defined in paragraph (6)(C)), a failure de-
scribed in subclause (I) shall be excused for
the length of time provided by the court
order.”’;

(C) in paragraph (6)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)@{i), by striking
“making such request’” and all that follows
through ‘‘determination; and” and inserting
the following: ‘“‘making such request of—

““(I) such determination and the reasons
therefor;

“(IT) the right of such person to seek as-
sistance from the FOIA Public Liaison of the
agency; and

“(ITI) in the case of an adverse determina-
tion—

‘‘(aa) the right of such person to appeal to
the head of the agency, within a period de-
termined by the head of the agency that is
not less than 90 days after the date of such
adverse determination; and

““(bb) the right of such person to seek dis-
pute resolution services from the FOIA Pub-
lic Liaison of the agency or the Office of
Government Information Services; and’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking
‘“‘the agency.” and inserting ‘‘the agency,
and notify the requester of the right of the
requester to seek dispute resolution services
from the Office of Government Information
Services.”’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(8)(A) An agency shall—

‘(i) withhold information under this sec-
tion only if—

““(I) the agency reasonably foresees that
disclosure would harm an interest protected
by an exemption described in subsection (b);
or

‘‘(IT) disclosure is prohibited by law; and

“(ii)(I) consider whether partial disclosure
of information is possible whenever the agen-
cy determines that a full disclosure of a re-
quested record is not possible; and

‘“(IT) take reasonable steps necessary to
segregate and release nonexempt informa-
tion; and
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‘““(B) Nothing in this paragraph requires
disclosure of information that is otherwise
prohibited from disclosure by law, or other-
wise exempted from disclosure under sub-
section (b)(3).”;

(2) in subsection (b), by amending para-
graph (5) to read as follows:

‘“(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memo-
randums or letters that would not be avail-
able by law to a party other than an agency
in litigation with the agency, provided that
the deliberative process privilege shall not
apply to records created 25 years or more be-
fore the date on which the records were re-
quested;”’; and

(3) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ‘“‘and to the Director of the
Office of Government Information Services”
after ““United States’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (N), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(iii) in subparagraph (O), by striking the
period at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(P) the number of times the agency de-
nied a request for records under subsection
(c); and

‘(Q) the number of records that were made
available for public inspection in an elec-
tronic format under subsection (a)(2).”’;

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

‘“(3) Each agency shall make each such re-
port available for public inspection in an
electronic format. In addition, each agency
shall make the raw statistical data used in
each report available in a timely manner for
public inspection in an electronic format,
which shall be made available—

‘“(A) without charge, license, or registra-
tion requirement;

‘“(B) in an aggregated, searchable format;
and

“(C) in a format that may be downloaded
in bulk.”’;

(C) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by striking ‘‘Government Reform and
Oversight” and inserting ‘‘Oversight and
Government Reform’’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘Homeland Security and”
before ‘“Governmental Affairs’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘April” and inserting
“March”’; and

(D) by striking paragraph (6) and inserting
the following:

“(6)(A) The Attorney General of the United
States shall submit to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives, the Committee on
the Judiciary of the Senate, and the Presi-
dent a report on or before March 1 of each
calendar year, which shall include for the
prior calendar year—

‘(i) a listing of the number of cases arising
under this section;

‘“(ii) a listing of—

‘“(I) each subsection, and any exemption, if
applicable, involved in each case arising
under this section;

‘“(IT) the disposition of each case arising
under this section; and

‘“(IIT) the cost, fees, and penalties assessed
under subparagraphs (E), (F), and (G) of sub-
section (a)(4); and

‘‘(iii) a description of the efforts under-
taken by the Department of Justice to en-
courage agency compliance with this sec-
tion.

‘““(B) The Attorney General of the United
States shall make—

‘(i) each report submitted under subpara-
graph (A) available for public inspection in
an electronic format; and

‘“(i1) the raw statistical data used in each
report submitted under subparagraph (A)
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available for public inspection in an elec-
tronic format, which shall be made avail-
able—

“(I) without charge, license, or registra-
tion requirement;

“(II) in an aggregated, searchable format;
and

“(III) in a format that may be downloaded
in bulk.”’;

(4) in subsection (g), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘publicly
available upon request’ and inserting ‘‘avail-
able for public inspection in an electronic
format’’;

() in subsection (h)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end
the following: ‘“The head of the Office shall
be the Director of the Office of Government
Information Services.”’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking subpara-
graph (C) and inserting the following:

‘(C) identify procedures and methods for
improving compliance under this section.”’;

(C) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

““(8) The Office of Government Information
Services shall offer mediation services to re-
solve disputes between persons making re-
quests under this section and administrative
agencies as a nonexclusive alternative to
litigation and may issue advisory opinions at
the discretion of the Office or upon request
of any party to a dispute.’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

““(4)(A) Not less frequently than annually,
the Director of the Office of Government In-
formation Services shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform
of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate, and
the President—

‘(i) a report on the findings of the informa-
tion reviewed and identified under paragraph
(2);

‘‘(ii) a summary of the activities of the Of-
fice of Government Information Services
under paragraph (3), including—

“(I) any advisory opinions issued; and

‘(IT) the number of times each agency en-
gaged in dispute resolution with the assist-
ance of the Office of Government Informa-
tion Services or the FOIA Public Liaison;
and

‘“(iii) legislative and vregulatory rec-
ommendations, if any, to improve the admin-
istration of this section.

‘“(B) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Information Services shall make each
report submitted under subparagraph (A)
available for public inspection in an elec-
tronic format.

‘(C) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Information Services shall not be re-
quired to obtain the prior approval, com-
ment, or review of any officer or agency of
the United States, including the Department
of Justice, the Archivist of the TUnited
States, or the Office of Management and
Budget before submitting to Congress, or
any committee or subcommittee thereof,
any reports, recommendations, testimony, or
comments, if such submissions include a
statement indicating that the views ex-
pressed therein are those of the Director and
do not necessarily represent the views of the
President.

¢“(5) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Information Services may directly sub-
mit additional information to Congress and
the President as the Director determines to
be appropriate.

“(6) Not less frequently than annually, the
Office of Government Information Services
shall conduct a meeting that is open to the
public on the review and reports by the Of-
fice and shall allow interested persons to ap-
pear and present oral or written statements
at the meeting.”’;
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(6) by striking subsections (j) and (k), and
inserting the following:

‘(i)(1) Each agency shall designate a Chief
FOIA Officer who shall be a senior official of
such agency (at the Assistant Secretary or
equivalent level).

‘“(2) The Chief FOIA Officer of each agency
shall, subject to the authority of the head of
the agency—

‘“(A) have agency-wide responsibility for
efficient and appropriate compliance with
this section;

“(B) monitor implementation of this sec-
tion throughout the agency and keep the
head of the agency, the chief legal officer of
the agency, and the Attorney General appro-
priately informed of the agency’s perform-
ance in implementing this section;

¢“(C) recommend to the head of the agency
such adjustments to agency practices, poli-
cies, personnel, and funding as may be nec-
essary to improve its implementation of this
section;

‘(D) review and report to the Attorney
General, through the head of the agency, at
such times and in such formats as the Attor-
ney General may direct, on the agency’s per-
formance in implementing this section;

“(B) facilitate public understanding of the
purposes of the statutory exemptions of this
section by including concise descriptions of
the exemptions in both the agency’s hand-
book issued under subsection (g), and the
agency’s annual report on this section, and
by providing an overview, where appropriate,
of certain general categories of agency
records to which those exemptions apply;

“(F) offer training to agency staff regard-
ing their responsibilities under this section;

‘“(G) serve as the primary agency liaison
with the Office of Government Information
Services and the Office of Information Pol-
icy; and

‘“(H) designate 1 or more FOIA Public Liai-
sons.

*“(3) The Chief FOIA Officer of each agency
shall review, not less frequently than annu-
ally, all aspects of the administration of this
section by the agency to ensure compliance
with the requirements of this section, in-
cluding—

‘“(A) agency regulations;

‘(B) disclosure of records required under
paragraphs (2) and (8) of subsection (a);

““(C) assessment of fees and determination
of eligibility for fee waivers;

‘(D) the timely processing of requests for
information under this section;

‘“(BE) the use of exemptions under sub-
section (b); and

‘““(F') dispute resolution services with the
assistance of the Office of Government Infor-
mation Services or the FOIA Public Liaison.

““(k)(1) There is established in the execu-
tive branch the Chief FOIA Officers Council
(referred to in this subsection as the ‘Coun-
cil”).

‘“(2) The Council shall be comprised of the
following members:

‘“(A) The Deputy Director for Management
of the Office of Management and Budget.

‘“(B) The Director of the Office of Informa-
tion Policy at the Department of Justice.

‘(C) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Information Services.

‘(D) The Chief FOIA Officer of each agen-
cy.
‘““(E) Any other officer or employee of the
United States as designated by the Co-
Chairs.

‘“(3) The Director of the Office of Informa-
tion Policy at the Department of Justice and
the Director of the Office of Government In-
formation Services shall be the Co-Chairs of
the Council.

‘“(4) The Administrator of General Services
shall provide administrative and other sup-
port for the Council.
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‘““(5)(A) The duties of the Council shall in-
clude the following:

‘(i) Develop recommendations for increas-
ing compliance and efficiency under this sec-
tion.

‘(ii) Disseminate information about agen-
cy experiences, ideas, best practices, and in-
novative approaches related to this section.

‘“(iii) Identify, develop, and coordinate ini-
tiatives to increase transparency and com-
pliance with this section.

‘“(iv) Promote the development and use of
common performance measures for agency
compliance with this section.

“(B) In performing the duties described in
subparagraph (A), the Council shall consult
on a regular basis with members of the pub-
lic who make requests under this section.

“(6)(A) The Council shall meet regularly
and such meetings shall be open to the pub-
lic unless the Council determines to close
the meeting for reasons of national security
or to discuss information exempt under sub-
section (b).

‘“(B) Not less frequently than annually, the
Council shall hold a meeting that shall be
open to the public and permit interested per-
sons to appear and present oral and written
statements to the Council.

“(C) Not later than 10 business days before
a meeting of the Council, notice of such
meeting shall be published in the Federal
Register.

‘(D) Except as provided in subsection (b),
the records, reports, transcripts, minutes,
appendices, working papers, drafts, studies,
agenda, or other documents that were made
available to or prepared for or by the Council
shall be made publicly available.

‘‘(E) Detailed minutes of each meeting of
the Council shall be kept and shall contain a
record of the persons present, a complete and
accurate description of matters discussed
and conclusions reached, and copies of all re-
ports received, issued, or approved by the
Council. The minutes shall be redacted as
necessary and made publicly available.”’; and

(7) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(m)(1) The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, in consultation with
the Attorney General, shall ensure the oper-
ation of a consolidated online request portal
that allows a member of the public to submit
a request for records under subsection (a) to
any agency from a single website. The portal
may include any additional tools the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget
finds will improve the implementation of
this section.

‘“(2) This subsection shall not be construed
to alter the power of any other agency to
create or maintain an independent online
portal for the submission of a request for
records under this section. The Director of
the Office of Management and Budget shall
establish standards for interoperability be-
tween the portal required under paragraph
(1) and other request processing software
used by agencies subject to this section.”.
SEC. 3. REVIEW AND ISSUANCE OF REGULA-

TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
head of each agency (as defined in section 551
of title 5, United States Code) shall review
the regulations of such agency and shall
issue regulations on procedures for the dis-
closure of records under section 552 of title 5,
United States Code, in accordance with the
amendments made by section 2.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The regulations of
each agency shall include procedures for en-
gaging in dispute resolution through the
FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Gov-
ernment Information Services.

SEC. 4. PROACTIVE DISCLOSURE THROUGH
RECORDS MANAGEMENT.

Section 3102 of title 44, United States Code,

is amended—
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(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3)
as paragraphs (3) and (4); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘(2) procedures for identifying records of
general interest or use to the public that are
appropriate for public disclosure, and for
posting such records in a publicly accessible
electronic format;”.

SEC. 5. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.

No additional funds are authorized to carry
out the requirements of this Act or the
amendments made by this Act. The require-
ments of this Act and the amendments made
by this Act shall be carried out using
amounts otherwise authorized or appro-
priated.

SEC. 6. APPLICABILITY.

This Act, and the amendments made by
this Act, shall take effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act and shall apply to any
request for records under section 552 of title
5, United States Code, made after the date of
enactment of this Act.

SA 3453. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3450 proposed by Mr.
McCONNELL (for Mr. ROBERTS) to the
bill S. 764, to reauthorize and amend
the National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram Act, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. . REPEAL OF DUPLICATIVE MANDA-
TORY INSPECTION PROGRAM.

(a) FooD, CONSERVATION, AND ENERGY ACT
OF 2008.—Effective June 18, 2008, section 11016
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-246; 122 Stat. 2130) is re-
pealed.

(b) AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 2014.—Effective
February 7, 2014, section 12106 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79; 128 Stat.
981) is repealed.

(c) APPLICATION.—The Federal Meat In-
spection Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C.
1621 et seq.) shall be applied and adminis-
tered as if the provisions of law struck by
this section had not been enacted.

SA 3454. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 3450 proposed by Mr.
McCONNELL (for Mr. ROBERTS) to the
bill S. 764, to reauthorize and amend
the National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram Act, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. . REPEAL OF DUPLICATIVE MANDA-
TORY INSPECTION PROGRAM.

(a) FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND ENERGY ACT
OF 2008.—Effective June 18, 2008, section 11016
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-246; 122 Stat. 2130) is re-
pealed.

(b) AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 2014.—Effective
February 7, 2014, section 12106 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79; 128 Stat.
981) is repealed.

(c) APPLICATION.—The Federal Meat In-
spection Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C.
1621 et seq.) shall be applied and adminis-
tered as if the provisions of law struck by
this section had not been enacted.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 15, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 15, 2016, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 15, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in room
SR-263 of the Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled
‘““Hands Off: The Future of Self-Driving
Cars.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on March 15,
2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 15, 2016, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“Ukrainian
Reforms Two Years after the Maidan
Revolution and the Russian Invasion.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 15, 2016, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘“The Security of
U.S. Visa Programs.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on March 15, 2016, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“‘Late-Term Abortion: Pro-
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tecting Babies Born Alive and Capable
of Feeling Pain.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 15, 2016, at 2:15 p.m.,
in room SR-418 of the Russell Senate
Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 15, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.,
in room SH-219 of the Hart Senate Of-
fice Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 15, 2016, at 10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
400, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 400) designating
March 25, 2016, as ‘‘National Cerebral Palsy
Awareness Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2686

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

400) was

S1511

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2686) to clarify the treatment of
two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I now
ask for a second reading and, in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
16, 2016

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10:15 a.m., Wednesday,
March 16; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate then re-
sume consideration of the message to
accompany S. 764; further, that not-
withstanding the provisions of rule
XXII, the cloture vote on the motion to
concur with further amendment occur
at 11:45 a.m.; finally, that the time fol-
lowing leader remarks until 11:45 a.m.
be equally divided between the two
leaders or their designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of
Senator BLUMENTHAL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
DAINES). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOOD
LABELING BILL

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
an important consumer right is under
attack, under siege today in the United
States Senate. It is the right to know
what is in your food. A lot of con-
sumers take for granted that they will
read the ingredients on a package and
they will know what is in their food.
The right to know what you are put-
ting in your body is a basic right, espe-
cially what your children are putting
in their bodies.
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