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Affairs (VA). | was proud to cosponsor and to
vote in support of that legislation, but more
needs to be done.

You do not have to look hard to see the
need for critical mental health care and serv-
ices for our veterans. Among servicemembers
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, nearly
20% suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) or depression, and during deployment,
18.5% report experiencing a traumatic brain
injury (TBI). However, only 50% of
servicemembers seek treatment. As a member
of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, |
am working tirelessly to help those returning
from the battlefield who face these mental
health challenges.

Mr. Speaker, Congress can combat PTSD
and TBI through greater awareness, preven-
tion, and research. We can work with the VA
and interested stakeholders to take common-
sense steps to address staffing shortages, im-
prove family support services, and increase
access to services during non-business hours.

Likewise, we need to allow our veterans the
freedom to receive mental health care at non-
VA facilities. We cannot allow bureaucracy to
stand in the way of veterans receiving the crit-
ical treatment and services they need. H.R.
1604, the Veterans Mental Health Care Ac-
cess Act, introduced by Congressman MAC-
ARTHUR, would do just that. | am proud to co-
sponsor this legislation.

Congressman ZELDIN has introduced H.R.
4513, the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Veteran Peer
Support Program, to provide 24/7 peer-to-peer
mental health services for veterans, reservists,
and National Guardsmen. Our men and
women in uniform deserve a strong support
system, and this is one way we can ensure
they have a trusted sense of community
whenever they need it.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on March
14, 2016, on Roll Call Number 111 on the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass S. 2426,
To direct the Secretary of State to develop a
strategy to obtain observer status for Taiwan
in the International Criminal Police Organiza-
tion, and for other purposes, | am not re-
corded. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on S. 2426.

On March 14, 2016, on Roll Call Number
112 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree, as Amended, to H. Con. Res. 75, Ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that those
who commit or support atrocities against
Christians and other ethnic and religious mi-
norities and who target them specifically for
ethnic or religious reasons, are committing,
and are hereby declared to be committing,
“war crimes”, “crimes against humanity”, and
“genocide”, | am not recorded. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on H. Con.
Res. 75.

On March 14, 2016, on Roll Call Number
113 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree, as Amended, to H. Con. Res. 121, Ex-
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pressing the sense of the Congress con-
demning the gross violations of international
law amounting to war crimes and crimes
against humanity by the Government of Syria,
its allies, and other parties to the conflict in
Syria, | am not recorded. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on H. Con. Res.
121.

————

AN INFORMAL TREATISE ON
IMMIGRATION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Conor Devlin attends Thompkins School in
Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: An Informal
Treatise on Immigration.

Something that has been plaguing my
mind, most of western Europe, and this pres-
idential cycle, is immigration. Initially, let
me delineate ‘‘refugees’ and economic mi-
grants because many people, especially the
authoritarian left, like to use a sweeping
generalization and label them all refugees
when they are clearly not. Refugees are peo-
ple who are forced to leave their country due
to war, extreme persecution and natural dis-
asters. An excellent example would be the
Kurds in northern Iraq, who are currently in
battle with the Turks, ISIS, and Russia, and
the middle eastern Christians who are being
executed and forcibly converted by ISIS and
Islamic regimes. These people are the em-
bodiment of refugees; the Kurds are fleeing
from war and persecution and the Christians
are fleeing from extreme persecution and
discrimination. On the other hand we have
the economic migrants who are abandoning
their countries and arriving at the border of
Europe by the thousands. These, predomi-
nately male muslims, have no desire to as-
similate into Europe despite what many of
Europe’s leaders may think, and they simply
arrive wanting to receive benefits and free
money from the European governments who
seem all so willing to give them.

The issue stems from the seemingly un-
willingness on behalf of many leaders in the
EU who simply do not want to be branded as
racists for proposing the idea that intro-
ducing a population of people who are an-
tagonistic and loathe the European culture
could possibly be a bad idea. The word rac-
ism thus becomes the metaphorical
boogeyman who all politicians seek to avoid
as the ruinous label will practically cut
short their career. With this in mind it is
easily understandable why so many people
seem to reject common sense when dealing
with a crisis of such a scale as this. If they
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speak out they will be silenced and utterly
destroyed by their supposed friends and their
own media. An atmosphere of fear has al-
lowed the migrant crisis to take hold of all
of Europe and install a brand new culture of
violence and danger—something not yet wit-
nessed in the largely peaceful and safe con-
tinent.

Another reason the crisis is still occurring
is due to politicians enthrallment with the
idea of cultural relativism. Cultural rel-
ativism is the idea that all cultures are
seemingly equal ergo importing all of these
middle eastern men will have no negative ef-
fects on society because their culture, where
women are gang raped beaten and Kkilled,
where gays are killed, and where followers of
other religions are persecuted, is seemingly
equal to egalitarian free western culture.
But it is not, their culture is degenerate and
incompatible with western culture.

Censorship and cultural relativism are
leading the way to a disastrous future in Eu-
rope and in order to see what lies ahead for
the US one would need to simply gaze across
the pond at our embattled allies.

RECOGNIZING JAN TULK

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO and | rise today
to recognize Jan Tulk, who recently retired
after 30 years of dedicated service with Law-
rence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL)
and SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory.

After years of service at the California
Coastal Commission, Jan began as LLNL’s
first environmental attorney in 1985. In 1994,
she was named Laboratory Counsel, man-
aging a staff of 25 and offering advice and
representation to senior managers on a wide
range of complex legal issues.

In 2001, Jan became Associate Director for
Administration and Human Resources while
also retaining her Laboratory Counsel position
for another three years. In this new role she
led a staff of about 340 employees fulfilling all
of the lab’s personnel and administrative func-
tions.

In 2007, Jan was named Senior Advisor to
the Director and Special Counsel—a member
of the senior management team giving advice
on a variety of issues while also providing
support in environmental law and litigation.

In 2012, Jan moved to SLAC to lead the
Contract Management Group and the Re-
search Partnership and Commercialization Of-
fice. In 2013, she became the lab’s Chief of
Staff, helping director Dr. Chi-Chang Kao work
efficiently with SLAC staff and key stake-
holders. She also played a major role in
SLAC’s transformation over the last few years
and, being one of the few female leaders in
the Department of Energy national laboratory
system, Jan championed diversity and inclu-
sion in the lab.

We rise today to recognize Jan Tulk’s dec-
ades of service to these institutions which
push our knowledge and our technology ever
forward. She has been an invaluable asset,
and we wish her the very best in her well-
earned retirement.
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IN HONOR OF GEORGE E.
NORCROSS III

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor my brother, George E. Norcross |l
on his 60th birthday.

George is a longtime advocate for South
Jersey, philanthropist, and a superb husband,
father, son and older brother.

George was born in Cooper University Hos-
pital in Camden, the hospital he now leads as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. The oldest
son of a labor leader and a home maker who
later went on to work in social services, our
parents, Carol and George E. Norcross, Jr.,
George has paved a path fundamentally his
own.

After briefly attending Rutgers-Camden, my
brother received his real estate and insurance
licenses and started his own company. That
company known today as Conner Strong &
Buckelew, has become one of the nation’s
premier insurance, risk management and em-
ployment benefits brokerage and consulting
firms.

But as successful as George has been in
business, it has been his commitment to Cam-
den and all of South Jersey that will be his de-
fining legacy. As Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Cooper University Health Sys-
tem and Cooper University Hospital in Cam-
den, New Jersey, where he has been a trust-
ee since 1990, George has lead the trans-
formation of Cooper into a top-tier tertiary aca-
demic medical center and launched the Coo-
per Medical School of Rowan University and
opened the MD Anderson Cooper Cancer
Center. George and his wife, Sandy, serve as
co-chairs of The Cooper Gala, the largest
fundraising event in South Jersey each year.

Through the Norcross Family Foundation,
George is working to improve education for
youth, funding research to help cure diseases,
supporting the arts and culture, improving the
community’s safety, and helping people with
disabilities. The Norcross Foundation also
partnered with KIPP to open the KIPP Cooper
Norcross Academy and George has been a
longtime benefactor of the Larc School in New
Jersey, which serves children with disabilities.

Accordingly, George has been honored with
numerous awards for his contributions to the
community including the Annual Champion of
Children Award by the Camden Children’s
Garden and the Tree of Life Award from the
Jewish National Fund. In 2013 he was hon-
ored by the New Jersey March of Dimes at
the organization’s Born to Shine Gala, and he
recently was awarded the 2015 Haas Regional
Champion Medal by the United Way of Great-
er Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my wife, Andrea,
and with love from my brothers, John and Phil,
| wish my oldest brother, George E. Norcross
Ill, a happy birthday, congratulate him for a
brilliant first 60 years, and hope he has many
more to come.
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TWO TIME PURPLE HEART—J.H.
HICKS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, it is
my honor to pay tribute to an American hero
and longtime Texan: J.H. Hicks. J.H. served
his country bravely during World War I, re-
ceiving two Purple Hearts. He was born in
Woodville, Oklahoma on January 10, 1922,
but got to Texas as fast as he could—moving
to Houston in 1927, at the age of 5, and set-
tling in Spring Branch for the next 88 years. In
1941, J.H. graduated from Reagan High
School, however, the months following his
graduation would be anything but conven-
tional.

On December 8, 1941, one day after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, Hicks bravely enlisted in
the Marines at the age of 18. He was sent to
basic training in California in 1942 and subse-
quently deployed to the Pacific, where he
served with the United States Marine Corps
aviation unit, MAG-1, over the next 4 years.
During his time with MAG-1, Hicks was com-
missioned to a Marine Torpedo Bomber
Squadron or a VMTB Aircraft. Flying with this
VMTB Aircraft, Hicks fought in the Solomon lIs-
land Campaign, on Munda Island, and in the
Battle of Guadalcanal in 1942.

While fighting in the Battle of Guadalcanal,
Hicks’s plane was intercepted by enemy com-
batants and attacked. The attack resulted in
his plane crashing in the jungle near the
Munda airstrip. This crash left him with a bro-
ken leg, 8 bullet wounds, and was labeled
M.ILA. For two days, Hicks was missing in the
jungle, wounded. After he was found, J.H. re-
ceived a Purple Heart and a battlefield pro-
motion to First Sergeant for his sacrifice.

After four years with MAG-1, a Purple
Heart, and a battlefield promotion to First Ser-
geant, Hicks moved back to Houston where
he lived for two years. After two years of job
hunting, he decided to reenlist. The Marines
were naturally his first choice, given his his-
tory, but, when the Marines wouldn’t recognize
his rank of First Sergeant upon reenlistment,
he opted for the Air Force. While with the Air
Force in 1945, J.H. fought in one of the most
important battles of WWII, the battle of Oki-
nawa. As a result of the battle, Hicks received
his second Purple Heart.

It is heroes like J.H. Hicks who remind us
freedom isn’'t free—remind us that day in and
day out brave men and women put their lives
on the line, and often sacrifice all, to protect
our freedoms. Hicks’s loyalty, leadership, and
patriotism is unparalleled and stands as a
shining example to the type of people who call
Texas home.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING MR. PAUL BONDERSON
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Paul Bonderson,
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President of the Ducks Unlimited (DU) con-
servation group, for his tireless commitment to
educational and conservation initiatives in the
State of California.

Mr. Bonderson’s passion for wildlife and the
environment began early in life, accompanying
his father and grandfather on early-morning
duck hunting trips throughout his childhood.
As he put it, “I have always been an outdoor
person. | have a great appreciation for the out-
doors and am aware of how much it's been
destroyed.” A lifelong Californian, Mr.
Bonderson graduated from Sacramento’s
Encina Preparatory High School before attend-
ing California Polytechnic State University in
San Luis Obispo. He began working with
Ducks Unlimited in 2000, and became the
group’s 43rd President in June 2015.

From 2001 to 2006, Mr. Bonderson oversaw
the acquisition of 2,500 acres of land in Butte
County. The land had previously been used
for rice production, but Mr. Bonderson has re-
stored the property to its natural habitat.
Today, the property—known as Birdhaven
Ranch—is home to thousands of ducks, and
provides invaluable wetlands educational op-
portunities for local high school and college
students. These conservation and education
efforts are especially critical in California,
which has lost over 95 percent of its historic
wetlands. And as President of DU, he has set
forth an admirably ambitious agenda: Mr.
Bonderson hopes to raise $2 billion for water-
fowl and wildlife conservation as part of the
group’s “Rescue Our Wetlands—Banding To-
gether for Waterfow!” campaign.

Mr. Bonderson has also helped lead efforts
to restore North America’s Boreal Forest. The
forest, over one billion acres of pristine wildlife
habitat, is home to 14 million ducks during
breeding season, and is threatened by ex-
panding energy, mining and agriculture sec-
tors. In partnership with Pew Charitable
Trusts, DU has permanently protected millions
of acres of forest, aiming to eventually pre-
serve at least 50 percent of all Boreal territory
on the continent.

Mr. Speaker, Paul Bonderson has worked
tirelessly to preserve our nation’s natural
beauty. His commendable efforts will ensure
that our country’s pristine lands will be en-
joyed by future generations, and it is fitting
and proper that we honor him here today.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
votes on Tuesday, March 15, 2016. | would
like to show that, had | been present, | would
have voted “nay” on roll call votes 114, 115,
and 123. | would have also voted “yea” on
116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121 and 122.
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