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pattern of disrespect shown to this President 
in particular. 

The Senate must provide the same consid-
eration and respect for this President and his 
Supreme Court nominee that every other 
President has been given. 

The President, of course, has the Constitu-
tional authority and obligation to appoint Jus-
tices to the Supreme Court pursuant to Article 
II, Section 2, and he has fulfilled his duty with 
his nomination of Judge Garland. 

And the Senate has both the authority and 
the obligation to provide advice and consent 
on the President’s nominee pursuant to that 
same provision. Yet, the Senate has flatly re-
fused to do its job, which is simply unaccept-
able. 

It is clear that the Constitution requires that 
both the President and the Senate fulfill their 
respective roles in the Supreme Court nomina-
tion process in order for the Supreme Court to 
be able to fully perform its constitutional role. 

Otherwise, what is to stop the Senate from 
simply grinding the Court—a co-equal branch 
of government—to a halt by simply refusing to 
consider any nominees to fill any vacancies on 
the Court. 

There is no merit to the argument that we 
have to wait until we elect a new President. 
After all, the American people twice elected 
President Obama to fulfill the duties of Presi-
dent, including the duty to appoint Supreme 
Court justices. 

And there is ample precedent for Presidents 
nominating, and the Senate confirming, Su-
preme Court nominees in the last year of a 
presidency. 

For example, in 1988, during the last full 
year of Republican Ronald Reagan’s presi-
dency, the Democratic-controlled Senate con-
firmed the nomination of Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy by President Reagan by a 97–0 vote. 

Today, there are 10 months left in President 
Obama’s term. This is more than sufficient 
time for the President to nominate, and for the 
Senate to consider and vote on his nominee. 

It is vital that the Supreme Court have a full 
complement of justices so that the critical con-
stitutional and legal questions before the Court 
can be given the full attention that they need. 

While the House of Representatives does 
not have a formal say in the nomination proc-
ess, it is important that its voice be heard on 
this important constitutional matter, and I urge 
the House to pass my resolution. 

The Senate should do its job, comply with 
regular order, hold fair hearings on Judge Gar-
land’s nomination, and then hold an up-or- 
down vote on the nomination. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BRIGADIER 
GENERAL WILMA VAUGHT 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Brigadier General Wilma L. Vaught 
of Pontiac, Michigan. A decorated veteran and 
pioneer for women, General Vaught served in 
the United States Air Force for 28 years and 
played an instrumental role in breaking down 
barriers for women in the military. 

General Vaught began her career in 1957 
with her commission as a second lieutenant at 

Lackland Air Force Base in Texas. Throughout 
her distinguished career, General Vaught 
served throughout the United States and 
abroad in a variety of roles. From 1968 to 
1969, she served as a management analyst 
for Deputy Chief of Staff, Comptroller, Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam, in Saigon. 
She continued to excel, and in 1980, was pro-
moted to Brigadier General. She was one of 
only seven female generals in the entire 
United States armed forces when she retired 
in 1985. 

During her time in the United States Air 
Force, General Vaught received a number of 
commendations for her service. Her military 
decorations include the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal, Air Force Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal, and Legion of Merit. In addition to 
being the first woman promoted to Brigadier 
General in the comptroller field, General 
Vaught was the first woman to deploy with an 
Air Force bomber wing, further breaking down 
barriers for women serving our country. 

After her military service, General Vaught 
fought for recognition of women’s contributions 
to our nation’s armed forces. As the leader of 
the Women in Military Service to America Me-
morial Foundation, she played a significant 
role in the creation of this wonderful tribute to 
women at Arlington National Cemetery. This is 
the only major memorial that honors America’s 
servicewomen and serves as a testament to 
their courage and bravery. 

General Vaught is a true patriot and trail- 
blazer for women in the military. Her distin-
guished service and groundbreaking accom-
plishments are an inspiration to all of us. It is 
for this reason, Mr. Speaker, that I ask my col-
leagues today to join me in honoring Brigadier 
General Wilma L. Vaught for her contributions 
to our country. I thank her for her leadership 
and exemplary service to our country. 

f 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE 
PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL SCI-
ENTISTS—ISABELLA FERRARA 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Isabella Ferrara from Katy, TX for 
being accepted into the National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists to 
represent the state of Texas at the Congress 
of Future Medical Leaders. 

Isabella attends Cinco Ranch High School 
and is one of eight high school honor students 
selected from the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas. These students were 
selected as Texas delegates at the Congress 
of Future Medical Leaders, a program for high 
school students to be recognized for their hard 
work in school and supported to continually 
strive toward their aspirations of working in the 
medical field. The National Academy was 
founded by Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Dar-
ling; Mr. Rossi currently serves as president. 
The Congress is being held at the Tsongas 
Center at the University of Massachusetts, 
Lowell from June 25th through the 27th. Isa-
bella was selected by a group of educators to 
be a delegate for the Congress because of 
her dedication to her academic success and 
goals of pursuing a medical science. We are 

proud of Isabella and all of her hard work, and 
know she will make Katy proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Isabella for being accepted into the National 
Academy of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists. Keep up the great work. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,205,597,413,856.96. We’ve 
added $8,578,720,364,943.88 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER LOURDES 
HERNANDEZ 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Officer Lourdes Hernandez, an out-
standing individual in the South Florida com-
munity. 

Officer Hernandez first joined the Miami- 
Dade Police Department in 1997. After two 
years in the force, she decided to take a leave 
of absence and enlist in the United States 
Army Reserves. Officer Hernandez served 
honorably for seven months, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank her for her 
service. 

Officer Hernandez returned to the Miami- 
Dade Police Department as part of the Intra-
coastal District’s Crime Suppression Team, 
but quickly moved to the Miami-Dade Nar-
cotics Bureau, where she has been for the 
past thirteen years. 

Officer Hernandez’s most recent accom-
plishment is the completion of Miami-Dade’s 
Special Response Team (SRT) boot camp 
training. This five week program is extremely 
mentally and physically grueling. Officer Her-
nandez is the only woman to have completed 
the updated course, which is a testament to 
her strength and tenacity. It is worth noting 
that Hernandez’s determination to achieve this 
goal was formed nearly three years ago. Her 
focus and seriousness of purpose clearly go 
above and beyond the usual. 

Officer Hernandez sets a high priority on 
physical and tactical training. She appreciates 
the dangers that officers see in the field and 
remains committed to keeping herself, her fel-
low officers, and every citizen as safe as pos-
sible. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Officer Lourdes Hernandez for her continued 
service to South Florida, and the world at 
large, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this remarkable individual. 
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RECOGNIZING RICHARD ‘‘DICK’’ 

MOORE ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Moore on 
the occasion of his retirement after 31 years of 
dedicated service with the Alameda County 
District Attorney’s Office. 

Dick was born in Dearborn, Michigan and 
graduated from Michigan State University in 
1977, which was the same year he married 
his high school sweetheart and future lawyer, 
Kathy. 

After studying law at Stetson University Col-
lege, he passed the bar in 1980 and began 
his career as a prosecutor in Naples, Florida. 
He successfully tried over 50 felony jury trials 
during his time working there as an Assistant 
State Attorney. 

In 1985, Dick interviewed with future Asso-
ciate Justice of the California Supreme Court 
Carol Corrigan and was appointed as a Dep-
uty District Attorney for Alameda County. 

Dick began with the Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office, first rotating through the 
Berkeley, Oakland, Alameda, and Fremont 
branches before being assigned to the felony 
trial team at the Rene C. Davidson Court-
house in January 1988. 

During the late 1980s and throughout the 
1990s, Dick began building his legacy by suc-
cessfully prosecuting serious felony cases 
against some of Alameda County’s most vio-
lent offenders in multiple high-profile cases. 

Based on his accomplishments, in 2000 Ala-
meda County District Attorney Thomas J. 
Orloff appointed Dick as the Felony Trial 
Team Leader. For the past 16 years Dick has 
overseen all felony prosecutions and super-
vised all felony trial deputies. 

Under the direction of both then-District At-
torney Orloff and current Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney Nancy O’Malley, Dick mentored 
and trained countless Deputy District Attor-
neys on the importance of being an ethical 
prosecutor. In fact, Dick even trained both 
California Attorney General Kamala Harris and 
I during our time as prosecutors for the office. 

Dick has earned the respect of judges, de-
fense attorneys, law enforcement, and victims 
of crime for his sense of justice and fairness. 
I want to congratulate him on his long and dis-
tinguished career and to wish him health and 
happiness in retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. JUAN LORENZO 
HINOJOSA AND SOLIDARITY 
BRIDGE 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank and congratulate Juan Lorenzo 
Hinojosa, PhD, for his founding of Solidarity 
Bridge, the Evanston-based non-profit, now in 
its 16th year. Through this organization, Dr. 
Hinojosa has dedicated himself to trans-
forming lives by promoting solidarity and jus-
tice, harnessing the good will of generous 

people in the United States and in Bolivia to 
heal and empower in a spirit of mutuality and 
profound respect. I am proud that many who 
participate in the Solidarity Bridge mission as 
physicians, nurses, interpreters, chaplains, 
and helpers are residents of the 9th Congres-
sional District of Illinois. 

In 1999, Dr. Hinojosa launched the first Soli-
darity Bridge medical mission trip to Bolivia. 
Over the next 16 years, guided by his extraor-
dinary vision and leadership, Solidarity Bridge 
grew far beyond its initial purpose of bringing 
medical volunteers on short-term mission trips. 
In close collaboration with medical commu-
nities in the U.S. and in South America, and 
with its sister organization, Puente de 
Solidaridad, Solidarity Bridge developed four 
year-round programs in Bolivia to provide 
high-complexity surgery, as well as a Center 
for the Development of Neurosurgery. Through 
those efforts, lifesaving and life-transforming 
care has been provided for over 60,000 peo-
ple who otherwise would not have had access 
to the care they desperately need. 

Dr. Hinojosa is Bolivian-American and a nat-
uralized citizen of the United States. His mem-
ory of the poverty and suffering he witnessed 
as a child never ceased to pull on his heart. 
Over many years, his longing to serve the im-
poverished people of his native land was 
strengthened by his Catholic faith, with its 
focus on compassion and justice. Then, in 
1999, Dr. Hinojosa met Dr. Enrique ViaReque, 
also a Bolivian-American living in the Chicago 
area, and, with his invaluable help, was finally 
able to fulfill his heart’s longing by founding 
Solidarity Bridge. 

Dr. Hinojosa and Dr. ViaReque are out-
standing examples of the important contribu-
tions immigrants make to the social fabric of 
the United States of America. One of the 
greatest qualities of our citizens is the respon-
sibility we feel to share our material abun-
dance with those who have less. Dr. Hinojosa 
nurtured that sense of responsibility in others 
and created a highly effective means by which 
the abundant good will and generosity of vol-
unteers, donors, hospitals, and medical supply 
companies are channeled to serve those who 
live in poverty. Through Solidarity Bridge, he 
has promoted and strengthened bonds of soli-
darity among thousands of people of good will 
in the United States and in Bolivia. 

Dr. Hinojosa has created a bridge of soli-
darity between diverse individuals and com-
munities, a bridge that enriches and heals 
every person who walks on it, whatever their 
role may be. I invite my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Dr. Juan Lorenzo Hinojosa and 
congratulating him on the fruitful work he has 
accomplished. 

f 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE 
PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL SCI-
ENTISTS—ANDRE FERREIRA 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Andre Ferreira from Katy, TX for 
being accepted into the National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists to 
represent the state of Texas at the Congress 
of Future Medical Leaders. 

Andre attends Cinco Ranch High School 
and is one of eight high school honor students 
selected from the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas. These students were 
selected as Texas delegates at the Congress 
of Future Medical Leaders, a program for high 
school students to be recognized for their hard 
work in school and supported to continually 
strive toward their aspirations of working in the 
medical field. The National Academy was 
founded by Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Dar-
ling; Mr. Rossi currently serves as president. 
The Congress is being held at the Tsongas 
Center at the University of Massachusetts, 
Lowell from June 25th through the 27th. Andre 
was selected by a group of educators to be a 
delegate for the Congress because of his 
dedication to his academic success and goals 
of pursuing a medical science. We are proud 
of Andre and all of his hard work, and know 
he will make Katy proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Andre for being accepted into the National 
Academy of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists. Keep up the great work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WORCESTER POLY-
TECHNIC INSTITUTE’S LEADER-
SHIP IN ENGINEERING AND 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the incredible achievements of 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, the 2016 re-
cipient of the National Academy of 
Engineering’s prestigious Bernard M. Gordon 
Prize for Innovation in Engineering and Tech-
nology Education. WPI is being recognized 
this year by the National Academy of Engi-
neering for ‘‘The WPI Plan,’’ the university’s 
revolutionary project-based approach to edu-
cation and for the leadership and contributions 
of four faculty leaders who continue the devel-
opment and growth of opportunities offered by 
the WPI Plan. 

The Gordon Prize, an annual award recog-
nizing new modalities and experiments in edu-
cation that develop effective engineering lead-
ers, will be presented to WPI on April 15, 
2016, for a ‘‘project-based engineering cur-
riculum developing leadership, innovative 
problem solving, interdisciplinary collaboration, 
and global competencies,’’ and will be shared 
by Diran Apelian, Alcoa-Howmet Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering and Director of WPI’s 
Metal Processing Institute; Arthur Heinricher, 
Dean of Undergraduate Studies; Richard Vaz, 
Dean of Interdisciplinary and Global Studies; 
and Kristin Wobbe, Associate Dean of Under-
graduate Studies. 

WPI’s focus is for students to apply theory 
to practice to achieve impact upon the great 
problems of our day. The faculty members 
who have been singled out for this award are 
outstanding at driving innovation in the WPI 
curriculum and inspiring greatness from stu-
dents at the university and from their col-
leagues across the campus. 

Founded in 1865, WPI has been a pioneer 
in project-based education since 1970 when, 
building upon its core philosophy of balancing 
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