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Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Tri-City Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce on their
10-year anniversary celebration. This
auspicious occasion marks the date
that the Richland and the Tri-City
area Chamber of Commerce merged to
form the regional Chamber in 2006.

The Tri-Cities is the fourth largest
metropolitan area in the State of
Washington, situated at the confluence
of the Columbia, Snake and Yakima
Rivers. The beautiful Columbia Basin
and 300 days of sunshine attract oppor-
tunities for agriculture, recreation,
and business.

The Tri-City Regional Chamber of
Commerce represents nearly 1,200 di-
verse businesses, providing access to
customers and a network for job cre-
ators. The Chamber provides visibility
for partner companies and works to im-
prove the economic climate of our re-
gion. The Chamber represents local
leaders, working to advance the local
economy and the quality of life in the
Tri-Cities.

With the motto of ‘“Bolder, Brighter,
Better,” this advocacy group has had a
tremendously positive impact, attract-
ing jobs to our community. It is my
distinct pleasure to recognize and con-
gratulate them on this milestone.

———

NUCLEAR SECURITY

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, as the
only physicist remaining in the United
States Congress, I feel a special respon-
sibility to speak out on the importance
of strengthening global nuclear secu-
rity.

In just a few days, the United States
will host the fourth and final Nuclear
Security Summit. World leaders from
more than 50 countries will convene in
Washington, D.C., to participate in a
global dialogue to reinforce our com-
mitment at the highest levels to secur-
ing nuclear materials. To date, these
summits have been instrumental in
achieving critical nuclear security ob-
jectives, such as minimizing the use of
highly enriched uranium in reactors
around the world, and enhancing mem-
bership in international organizations
like the TAEA. But more remains to be
done.

It is no secret that rogue regimes and
clandestine organizations continue to
exhibit the ambition to acquire nuclear
materials that can be used to create
crude radiological dirty bombs or nu-
clear weapons.

I am, however, optimistic that with
our allies and partners around the
world, we will continue to develop new
and innovative ideas to secure vulner-
able nuclear material and make the
world a safer place.

e —

HONORING THE BRAVE MEN AND

WOMEN IN BLUE

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, we owe SO
much to the brave men and women who
police our Nation’s streets. Every day
they selflessly put on their uniforms to
stand in harm’s way to keep us safe.

In my district, on March 9, an off-
duty Jacksonville detective, who was
taking his son to school, was shot
while making an unexpected stop after
witnessing a suspect driving errati-
cally. He has been upgraded to a stable
condition now, but it is a sobering re-
minder of how quickly evil can strike.

On March 13, Maryland Police Officer
Jacai Colson was the 23rd police officer
killed in the line of duty this year.
May he rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, these tragedies have
gone from infrequent to occasional to
nearly everyday occurrences across the
country. To me and law-abiding Amer-
ican citizens, this is simply unaccept-
able.

Mr. Speaker, there isn’t much room
between order and chaos. Members of
our police force are the first, and some-
times only, line of defense that we have
from the evils that lurk in the shad-
OWS.

Our law enforcement officers deserve
every ounce of support, respect, and
gratitude that we can bestow upon
them. Let us thank all of our first re-
sponders and our police officers. Let us
pray for their safety, their families,
and may God bless the brave men and
women in blue.

————

ALLOW THE WOMEN AIRFORCE
SERVICE PILOTS TO BE INURNED
AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEME-
TERY

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, this
is Women’s History Month, and it is
only appropriate that we finally give a
group of remarkable women who served
this country an honor that they have
been denied far too long—the oppor-
tunity to be buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

I am referring to the Women Airforce
Service Pilots, more commonly known
as the WASPs. These women were re-
markable, flying 78 different types of
aircraft for the United States Army
Air Force during World War II. They
were stationed throughout the United
States. They flew the very same mis-
sions as their male counterparts, over
60 million miles of operational flights.
Despite their patriotism and selfless
service, they did not receive veteran
status until 1977, and yet, today, they
cannot be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery.

Thankfully, the House has already
acted. They passed legislation—I was
proud to cosponsor it—that would
allow these WASPs to be laid to rest at
Arlington National Cemetery. I am
hopeful that the Senate will soon fol-
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low suit and send the bill to the Presi-
dent.

KEEP THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA A SAFE PLACE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased today to see that the House
came together to have unanimous sup-
port for a resolution condemning the
Brussels attacks, the terrorism, and
the loss of life there as a result of ter-
rorist activity.

We can’t just stop there, though,
with words from the House. We need to
have action to ensure that our allies
know that they are our allies. But also,
our first primary goal is the safety of
the United States citizens and the
United States soil.

We need to vet whoever is going to be
immigrating to this country, whoever
the so-called immigrants are, and we
need to be vetting the refugees here. It
is our first obligation for the safety of
the American people and the soil of the
U.S. that we have the full information
on who is coming here and who they
are.

The methods we have now are endan-
gering our country because we don’t
know who is coming here, and they cer-
tainly don’t look like refugees in a lot
of cases.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is an impor-
tant first step to be in lockstep with
the people of Belgium in their time of
struggle and need. Let’s also remember
that we need to keep the United States
of America a safe place.

——
BRUSSELS ATTACKS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
come with a heavy heart to acknowl-
edge the deep tragedy that happened in
Brussels, Belgium, yesterday.

Having participated in the Inter-Par-
liamentary Exchange, I traveled to
Brussels on a number of occasions to
join with the European Union. But
more importantly, I had the sad duty
of coming onto the then-Select Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and, ulti-
mately, the Committee on Homeland
Security in the very shadows of 9/11. 1
was in this Congress as it occurred, and
I went to Ground Zero as they were
still recovering individuals, as those
firefighters and first responders would
not stop.

Our hearts are heavy and we are de-
sirous of being helpful. As Brussels re-
covers and responds, we need to stand
with them. But as well, let me be very
clear: let us not allow the terrorists to
terrorize us; let us recognize the broad-
ness of this Nation, the Muslims who
put on the uniform of the United
States military to fight on our behalf.
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