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nominees at every stage of the proc-
ess.’’ 

Statistics from the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Research Service confirmed 
Professor Goldman’s assertion. Under 
Chairman GRASSLEY’s leadership, the 
Judiciary Committee is grinding the 
nomination process to a halt. The num-
ber of judicial nominations confirmed 
in this Congress is the worst. To date, 
this Republican-controlled Senate has 
confirmed only 16 judicial nomina-
tions. That is one judge a month. 

Contrast that with the last years of 
George W. Bush’s Presidency. We had a 
Democratic Senate and we had a Re-
publican President. Then-Democratic 
Chair LEAHY and his Senate colleagues 
confirmed 40 judges—40 confirmations 
compared to 16 under Chairman GRASS-
LEY. The numbers speak for them-
selves. 

But to better understand the dys-
function of Senator GRASSLEY’s com-
mittee, we have to consider the slow 
pace at which he and Republicans are 
reporting judicial nominations. We 
have to go back more than six decades 
to find a Senate Judiciary Committee 
that was less productive than Chair-
man GRASSLEY’s committee is today. 

Republicans will doubtless claim that 
their committee has stopped working 
because it is the last year of Obama’s 
Presidency. That is simply nonsense. 
In 1988—President Reagan’s last year— 
the Senate Judiciary Committee re-
ported circuit and district court nomi-
nations as late as October. The Senate 
considered President Reagan’s, Presi-
dent Clinton’s, and President George 
W. Bush’s judicial nominations in the 
eighth year of their terms, and many 
other Presidents were treated the same 
way. 

The Republican leader is on the 
record advocating for the confirmation 
of judicial nominees in a President’s 
last year in office. This is what the Re-
publican leader said in July of 2008: 
‘‘Even with lameduck Presidents, there 
is a historical standard of fairness as to 
confirming judicial nominees, espe-
cially circuit court nominees.’’ Those 
are the Republican leader’s own words. 
Yet now he refuses to extend that ‘‘his-
torical standard of fairness’’ to Presi-
dent Obama’s nominees. Why are Re-
publicans changing the rules for Presi-
dent Obama’s nominees? 

Given that the chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee refused to attend to 
the judiciary, how is the Republican 
Committee spending its time? We know 
Chairman GRASSLEY’s committee is re-
fusing to consider President Obama’s 
Supreme Court nominee, Chief Judge 
Merrick Garland. We know Chairman 
GRASSLEY’s committee is refusing to 
adequately report district and circuit 
court nominees. 

This much is clear: The Republican 
Judiciary Committee is not doing its 
job. Instead, the senior Senator from 
Iowa is taking his marching orders 
from the Republican leader and has in-
stituted a blockade of judicial nomina-
tions at every level. The once proud 

and powerful Judiciary Committee, es-
tablished hundreds of years ago, has 
become a mere shadow of its former 
self. He has turned the once powerful 
and independent Judiciary Committee 
into an extension of the Republican 
leader’s office. 

This is the same gridlock the Repub-
lican leader has imposed upon the Sen-
ate for the last 8 years. Since his party 
assumed the majority in the Senate 
last January, the Republican leader’s 
carefully orchestrated obstruction of 
judicial nominations has accelerated to 
historical levels and judicial emer-
gencies have tripled. 

My friend—we have served together 
in the Senate for decades—can come to 
the floor all the time to speak about 
the success of the Senate. No matter 
how many times you say a falsehood, it 
is still false. 

Senator MCCONNELL once declared 
himself the ‘‘proud guardian of grid-
lock.’’ Senator GRASSLEY has become 
his most willing disciple. It is dis-
appointing that the senior Senator 
from Iowa has surrendered his com-
mittee to the Republican leader. 

The lack of progress on judges should 
alarm Members of the Senate—even 
Republican Senators. Take, for exam-
ple, the nomination of a man by the 
name of Waverly Crenshaw, who was 
recommended by Senators ALEXANDER 
and CORKER to be a district judge in 
the Middle District of Tennessee. Mr. 
Crenshaw is a superb nominee who has 
broken barriers all of his life. He is cur-
rently a partner at a well-renowned 
law firm in Nashville where he became 
the first African-American partner in 
1990. The senior Senator from Ten-
nessee said that Mr. Crenshaw would be 
‘‘an excellent federal district judge.’’ I 
agree. He was reported out of the Judi-
ciary Committee unanimously in July 
of 2015—almost 10 months ago. 

The vacancy in the Middle District of 
Tennessee is a judicial emergency, 
meaning there are more cases than the 
judges on the court can handle. The 
junior Senator from Tennessee said: ‘‘I 
know there is a tremendous load of 
work in the Nashville office that needs 
to get done, and we’ve talked a great 
deal with the other judges there and 
know this position needs to be con-
firmed.’’ 

Last month, the Senators from Mary-
land asked to bring the Crenshaw nom-
ination to a vote, but the assistant Re-
publican leader objected. Both Sen-
ators brought this forward. The objec-
tion was the same. The senior Senator 
from Texas said it will lead to ‘‘chaos’’ 
to schedule a vote on Mr. Crenshaw. 

Chaos is exactly what the Repub-
licans are bringing to the judiciary. 
From the Supreme Court, to the cir-
cuit courts, to the district courts, our 
entire judicial branch of government is 
under siege by this Republican Senate. 
After they have crippled the judiciary, 
the Republican leader and Chairman 
GRASSLEY want to hand it over to Don-
ald Trump. That would be disastrous. 
That is not what the American people 

want. They want Republicans to do 
their constitutional duty and give 
these judges due consideration. That is 
not asking too much. 

So I say to the chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee: Stop blocking these 
nominees. Do what other Judiciary 
chairs have done for 200 years and 
move the process forward. These nomi-
nations are important. Or, put simply, 
do your job. This—a historic slowdown 
of judicial confirmations—isn’t your 
job, and it is not what the people of 
Iowa sent you here to do, as indicated 
by the Des Moines Register: ‘‘Grassley 
leads slowdown of judicial confirma-
tions.’’ 

Mr. President, I see no one here 
wanting to speak. Would the Chair an-
nounce the business for the rest of the 
day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 5 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 5 
minutes each. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. JOSEPH 
MEDICINE CROW 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, yester-
day Dr. Joseph Medicine Crow passed 
away after a long life at the age of 102. 
Dr. Joseph Medicine Crow leaves an un-
matched legacy as the Crow Tribe’s 
historian and storyteller, a decorated 
World War II veteran, and the first 
member of the Crow Tribe to ever ob-
tain a master’s degree. 

Medicine Crow lived a life filled with 
numerous accomplishments. He en-
listed in the U.S. Army and joined the 
103rd Infantry Division. As a proud 
member of the Crow Tribe, he never 
went into battle without his war paint 
beneath his uniform and a sacred Eagle 
feather beneath his helmet. In fact, 
during World War II he achieved the 
war deeds to be declared chief. In 2006 
his personal memoir, ‘‘Counting Coup’’ 
was published by National Geographic. 
When he earned the Medal of Freedom 
in 2009, our Nation’s highest civilian 
honor, the White House identified him 
as both ‘‘a warrior and a living leg-
end.’’ He is considered one of the most 
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