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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FARENTHOLD).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 12, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BLAKE
FARENTHOLD to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord of mercy, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

At the beginning of a new work week,
we use this moment to be reminded of
Your presence, and to tap the resources
needed by the Members of this people’s
House to do their work as well as it can
be done.

We ask that You send Your Holy
Spirit upon them, giving them the gifts
of patience and diligence. With all the
pressures, concerns, and worries that
accompany their responsibilities, we
pray that they might know Your peace,
which surpasses all human under-
standing.

May Your voice speak to them in the
depths of their hearts, illuminating
their minds and spirits, thus enabling
them to view the tasks of this day with
confidence and hope. All this day, and
through the week, may they do their
best to find solutions to the pressing
issues facing our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. COFF-
MAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COFFMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
KEVIN ALTICE’S STORY

(Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, the war on coal is a reality in
West Virginia.

Let me introduce to you Kevin Altice
of Mount Hope. He describes himself as
a former coal miner. Why? Because he
lost his job just a few months ago. He
is now going back to school, but he
worries about his fellow miners trying
to find jobs.

Kevin is a West Virginia coal voice.
Here is what he wrote to me:

“A lot of coworkers have had to
move out of State for employment, a
sad trend that needs to stop.

“Luckily, my wife is a schoolteacher,
which helps on our income, but we
have seen how the downturn in the coal
industry has even impacted our edu-
cation system.

“We, as West Virginians, are in dire
times, and something needs done to
protect our futures.”

That is Kevin’s story.

As we work to diversify our State’s
economy, we cannot forget about pro-

viding education and retraining for
these miners. My bill, the Assisting
America’s Dislocated Miners Act, will
help provide retraining opportunities
for more miners like Kevin. Our coal
miners are hardworking, determined,
and proud to provide for their families.
All they need is a chance.

———
EQUAL PAY DAY

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, more than
five decades have passed since we
signed the Equal Pay Act into law, but
in 2016, women still make 79 cents to
the dollar that their male counterparts
make. And it is worse for women of
color. African American women earn 60
cents and Latinas earn 55 for every dol-
lar earned by men.

The Joint Economic Committee,
which I am proud to serve on, found
that women lose out on more than
$5600,000 throughout their career. And
this wage gap continues to hurt women
when they retire. The median income
for women 65 and older is 44 percent
less than that of men in the same age
group.

Every Congress, for nearly 20 years,
Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO has in-
troduced the Paycheck Fairness Act. I
am thankful for her leadership, and I
am proud to join her as a cosponsor of
the bill, because I am not going to
stand by while North Carolina women
make just 82 cents for every dollar
earned by men.

Today on Equal Pay Day, I call on
my colleagues to stop shortchanging
women and our families. Let’s pass the
Paycheck Fairness Act.

———————

HONORING THE THUNDERRIDGE
GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the

ThunderRidge High School girls var-
sity basketball team on their stunning
5A State championship win over High-
lands Ranch High School.
ThunderRidge came out strong to
clinch their fourth State championship
in a dominating 47-32 victory.

It was a game of defensive tenacity.
The score held strong at 6-4 in the
sixth minute of the game, something
that Head Coach Matthew Asik in-
grained in his team’s game plan, saying
that, “If we play good defense, we can
always be in a game.”’

Senior Jaz’'myne Snipes put 16 points
on the board and hustled for 8 rebounds
in the final game, which earned her the
well-deserved title of tournament
MVP.

This was a thrilling game between
two Highlands Ranch powerhouses. I
am so proud of these two teams for rep-
resenting the Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado in the title game.
Congratulations to both teams on a
stellar season.

————
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate National Li-
brary Week and to celebrate how local
libraries continue to be a vital resource
in communities across the Nation.

Libraries have evolved beyond build-
ings of quiet study into engaging com-
munity centers where people can gath-
er to collaborate on projects, children
can come to participate in educational
activities, and job-seekers can use as a
resource for help in finding connections
with employers.

National Library Week is a perfect
opportunity to highlight the services
being provided in libraries by librar-
ians and staff focused on creating envi-
ronments where people can not only
find the information they need, but use
that information to better themselves
and their communities.

Counting both public and private,
there are nearly 120,000 libraries across
the United States, which together em-
ploy more than 350,000 people and pro-
vide services to millions of Americans
each year. In my district, I have seen
this transformation taking place,
where access to the latest technologies,
like 3-D printers, laser cutters, and
video editing centers, can often be
found at the local library.

Libraries across the country con-
tinue to serve as centers of education,
research, and community development,
and I extend my thanks to the librar-
ians and their staff.

RECOGNIZING O.C. WELCH

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. O.C.
Welch for his success in business and
his dedication to making the Savannah
community a better place to live.

Mr. Welch is the definition of a self-
made man, whose hard work and nat-
ural business sense launched a career
in the car business that grew into a
large and prominent enterprise.

Throughout his life, Mr. Welch has
been committed to giving back. He is a
devout Catholic who supports many
projects in the Diocese of Savannah,
not the least of which is his alma
mater, Benedictine.

In 2012, Mr. Welch used a Super Bowl
commercial to offer a reward for infor-
mation regarding the unsolved murder
of a volunteer firefighter. The commer-
cial led to the arrest and conviction of
the Kkiller. In the years since, Mr.
Welch has not wavered in his crusade
against crime in our community.

More recently, Mr. Welch took up the
cause of his beloved Bacon Park Golf
Course, where he got his first job. After
seeing the once pristine course fall into
disrepair, he invested millions in re-
storing its historic Donald Ross design
and rightful place in the community.

These are only a few examples of the
incredible impact Mr. Welch has had. I
rise today to thank him for his contin-
ued commitment to our community.

——————

RECOGNIZING DR. ANTHONY
ATALA

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to recognize Dr. Anthony Atala, direc-
tor of the Wake Forest Institute of Re-
generative Medicine.

Dr. Atala is the leader of a team of
scientists at Wake Forest Baptist Med-
ical Center who have proved the feasi-
bility of using a sophisticated, custom-
designed 3-D printer to create living
tissue structures to replace injured or
diseased tissue in patients.

The team has been able to print ear,
bone, and muscle structures that, when
implanted in animals, were able to ma-
ture into functional tissue and develop
a system of blood vessels. Early results
indicate that the structures have the
right size, strength, and function for
use in humans, and the team aims to
implant bio-printed muscle, cartilage,
and bone in patients in the future.

We are fortunate to have Dr. Atala
and his team conducting this pio-
neering research that may change the
face of modern medicine in North Caro-
lina’s Fifth District.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at 4
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

ADDING ZIKA VIRUS TO THE FDA
PRIORITY REVIEW VOUCHER
PROGRAM ACT

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (S. 2512) to expand the
tropical disease product priority re-
view voucher program to encourage
treatments for Zika virus.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2512

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Adding Zika
Virus to the FDA Priority Review Voucher
Program Act”.

SEC. 2. EXPANDING TROPICAL DISEASE PROD-
UCT PRIORITY REVIEW VOUCHER
PROGRAM TO ENCOURAGE TREAT-
MENTS FOR ZIKA VIRUS DISEASE.

Section 524(a)(3) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360n(a)(3)) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (R) as
subparagraph (S);

(2) in subparagraph (Q), by striking
“Filoviruses” and inserting ‘‘Filovirus Dis-
eases’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (Q) the
following:

‘““(R) Zika Virus Disease.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials
in the RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 2512, which would add the Zika
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virus to the FDA Priority Review
Voucher program.

S. 2512 is companion legislation to
H.R. 4400, authored by Representative
BUTTERFIELD and myself.

Under the FDA Priority Review
Voucher program, once a vaccine or
therapy for a disease on the FDA Pri-
ority Review Voucher program has
been developed, the manufacturer of
that product receives a voucher that
can be used to fast-track review by the
FDA of another product in the develop-
ment pipeline. At zero cost to the tax-
payer, this is a significant incentive for
private industry to invest the hundreds
of millions of dollars and the many
man-hours it takes to produce a vac-
cine or treatment.

In a world where we can travel across
oceans in a matter of hours, an out-
break that begins on a different con-
tinent can arrive in the United States
in a very short period of time. As
Americans travel to and from Central
and South America, we are beginning
to see more Zika cases here at home.

This doesn’t just affect citizens in
tropical areas, but in places as far
north as Indiana as well. In my dis-
trict, a nurse educator at Indiana Wes-
leyan University contracted the dis-
ease in January when she traveled to
Haiti to teach a seminar in
transcultural nursing.

Most people don’t experience symp-
toms if they contract the Zika virus,
but women who become pregnant or
trying to become pregnant and their
babies are at risk. For babies, that can
include serious birth defects that may
lead to mental and physical disabil-
ities. The threat is multi-generational,
and we still don’t know a lot about this
disease. We can’t treat it right now and
we can’t prevent it right now. That is
a huge problem.

The Zika virus is not the only bio-
logical threat we face to our public
health and national security. Right
now, despite the steps taken during
and after the Ebola epidemic, we re-
main largely reactionary in our re-
sponse to pandemics and biological
threats. We need to be more proactive
in our response to all pathogens, like
the Zika virus, that are a threat to our
national security and the health of our
citizens.

A more proactive approach would be
to incentivize the development of vac-
cines and treatments through the FDA
Priority Review Voucher program,
known as PRV, before they reach the
advanced stage of contagion.

This past October, a bipartisan Blue
Ribbon Panel on Biodefense released a
report on America’s vulnerabilities to
a biological event. The panel found
that the underlying problem isn’t a
specific disease, but our country’s in-
ability to mobilize quickly and effec-
tively to identify, contain, treat, and
eliminate any kind of biological threat
to people in the United States.

Incentivizing the research into a ne-
glected tropical disease like Zika is a
necessary, but not final, step. Our work
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is not done. As we move forward, we
need to expand the PRV program to
other items on the Department of
Homeland Security’s Material Threat
list. Doing so will put us on offense and
better prepare us for the next out-
break, whatever it might be.

Today we have an opportunity to
take meaningful action in a fight
against this deadly disease. I applaud
Speaker RYAN and Leader MCCARTHY
for recognizing the severity of the
threat and allowing for this bill’s time-
ly consideration.

I have welcomed the opportunity to
have worked with Representative
BUTTERFIELD on this important issue,
and Chairman GREEN and others on the
Energy and Commerce Committee who
recognize that the Zika virus is of sig-
nificant threat not only to people in
other parts of the world, but actually
the people in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak on S.
2512, the Adding Zika Virus to the FDA
Priority Review Voucher Program Act.

Representatives G.K. BUTTERFIELD
and SUSAN BROOKS led this legislation
in the House and members of our En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. I want
to thank them for their commitment
to mitigating the Zika virus outbreak.

S. 2512 will add Zika virus to the list
of qualified tropical diseases under the
Tropical Disease Priority Review
Voucher program, PRV.

Zika virus is among several recent
and emerging global health threats
that remind us of the need for effective
incentives for research and develop-
ment of neglected tropical diseases,
and for infectious diseases at large. Ne-
glected tropical diseases, or NTDs, rep-
resent more than 10 percent of the
global disease burden. However, only 4
percent of all new drugs and vaccines
approved across the globe in the next
decade were for NTDs.

The NTD Priority Review Voucher
program was created by Congress in
2007 to be a much-needed incentive for
products that diagnose and treat such
diseases for which market forces fall
short.

The Adding Ebola to the FDA Pri-
ority Review Voucher Program, which
was signed into law in 2014 and was led
by myself and Representative MARSHA
BLACKBURN, gave the FDA the author-
ity to add diseases to the program by
issuing an order. The agency has al-
ready used this authority to add
Chagas to the program. While the pro-
gram is successful, it could be more so.

Currently, there is no requirement
for a product to be novel or that it be
made available and affordable for the
patients whom awarded products are
designed to help. It should be amended
to strengthen its effectiveness. This
can be done by adding a novelty re-
quirement and an access strategy re-
quirement, like what is mandated
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under the Rare Pediatric Disease Pri-
ority Review Voucher program.

This legislation did not go through
the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, so the opportunity to discuss
the NTD PRV program was not taken.
I hope to work with my colleagues to
incorporate amendments on future leg-
islation that will improve the func-
tioning of the program. Doing so will
allow it to incentivize novel programs
and ensure they are widely accessible
to patients in need.

Improvements to the PRV program
would be one important step toward
ensuring we have effective strategies to
incentivize both research and develop-
ment for NTDs. Broader changes are
urgently needed to ensure the R&D
system delivers new vaccines,
diagnostics, and treatments to patients
presenting and exposed to NTDs and re-
sistant infections.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on additional mechanisms
to ensure R&D for these emerging
threats is successfully and properly
incentivized. Doing so is necessary for
the flourishment of biomedical innova-
tion in this space.

I fully agree with the bill sponsors
that we need to do all we can to re-
spond to the Zika virus by facilitating
the development of and access to med-
ical products as quickly as possible.

The administration has asked Con-
gress for $1.9 billion in emergency fund-
ing to enhance our efforts to prepare
and respond to the outbreak, both
around the world and here at home.

This legislation is arguably a step in
the right direction, and I again thank
the sponsors for their commitment and
leadership. However, this bill far from
renders the emergency supplemental
funding request unnecessary. Dedicated
funds, some of which will go towards
medical product development to re-
spond to the Zika virus, are essential
to sustaining Health and Human Serv-
ices’ response efforts.

I urge my colleagues to ask swiftly
to approve emergency funding for a ro-
bust Zika virus outbreak response.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD), the co-
sponsor of the legislation, but also a
member of our Energy and Commerce
Committee.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Congressman GREEN for yielding
time, and thank him for his extraor-
dinary leadership not only on this bill,
but on our committee as well. To my
colleague SUSAN BROOKS from Indiana,
I thank the Congresswoman for all of
her work.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of adding the Zika virus to the FDA
Tropical Disease Product Priority Re-
view Voucher program. The bill we are
considering today is the Senate com-
panion to my bill, H.R. 4400, which I in-
troduced on February 1 of this year.
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Yesterday the White House and the
CDC announced the dangers of the Zika
virus are ‘‘scarier than we initially
thought.”” The CDC estimates that
there are already hundreds of thou-
sands of cases in the United States and
that the number is expected to grow as
the summer nears.

The health consequences of the Zika
virus infection are staggering. Zika in-
fections in pregnant women can result
in serious birth defects, including
microcephaly and mneurological dis-
orders in newborns. The virus also has
serious impacts on adults. This is a
global public health emergency. We
must act now to combat the spread of
this deadly virus.

My bipartisan legislation, cospon-
sored by 31 of our House colleagues,
and the Senate companion cosponsored
by 11 Senators, provides a pathway for
expediting treatments for Zika.

Supporting research and development
in the U.S. to fight this will not only
benefit us here at home, but will also
help hundreds of millions of people
around the world.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
today to support this legislation and
other efforts, including authorizing ad-
ditional emergency funding to combat
this virus.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) for his leadership on this
issue and for certainly bringing this to
our attention as soon as it was brought
to his attention that this needed to be
resolved.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 2512 to add the Zika virus to the
list of tropical diseases under the FDA
Priority Review Voucher program for
tropical diseases.

While evidence of human infection by
the Zika virus has been reported for
over 60 years, there has been little
progress in the development of treat-
ment or vaccines. Existing incentives
have been insufficient to encourage de-
velopment of new and innovative treat-
ments for the virus.

However, with the recent spread of
the virus from South America to the
Caribbean and North America, the
level of infection has reached pandemic
levels. Although the Zika virus may be
rare in the United States, the increase
of airline transportation, immigration,
and tourism only creates an environ-
ment for the Zika virus to be easily
transmitted.

S. 2512 would allow the FDA Priority
Review Voucher program to work ex-
actly as intended. It would add the
Zika virus to the list of tropical dis-
eases that are available under the
voucher program.

This bill would ultimately accom-
plish two goals. First, it would provide
an incentive for drug developers in the
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form of fast-track approval of thera-
pies to treat the Zika virus.

Second, it would create an avenue
where treatments for the virus would
get to patients quicker and ultimately
end this pandemic outbreak.

This legislation is vital to ensuring
the health and safety of our Nation. I
encourage my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas.
Speaker, we have no other speakers.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I would just like to point out that as
recently as yesterday, Federal officials
have indicated that the mosquito that
carries the Zika virus is actually an-
ticipated to be in over 30 States at this
point. Originally, it was in 12 States,
and now it is believed to be found in 30
States in the United States.

This is an extremely serious problem,
one in which I am pleased that this
House and this Chamber is paying at-
tention to. I appreciate the gentleman
from Georgia and his remarks.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak in support of S. 2512, the Adding Zika
Virus to the FDA Priority Review Voucher Pro-
gram Act.

This bill amends the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act to add the Zika virus to the
list of tropical diseases under the priority re-
view voucher program, which awards a vouch-
er to the sponsor of a new drug or biological
product that is approved to prevent or treat a
tropical disease.

A voucher entitles the holder to have a fu-
ture new drug or biological product application
acted upon by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion within six months.

My support has been steadfast, since |
signed a letter at the virus’ onset, urging the
FDA to quickly exercise the authority provided
by Congress to add the Zika virus to the Ne-
glected Tropical Disease list.

| thank local, state and national health care
professionals, public servants and others who
have instituted preventative measures to com-
bat the public health and safety threat that the
Zika virus poses to our nation and our West-
ern Hemisphere neighbors.

The Zika virus, spread primarily through
mosquitos and first detected decades ago in
Uganda, has now begun to spread rapidly in
South America.

The recent outbreak has been linked with
serious neurological disorders and life-threat-
ening birth defects.

As the Member of Congress representing
the Eighteenth Congressional District of
Texas, centered in Houston, along the main-
land United States’ Gulf Coast, | know first
hand that Texans in particular are among the
nation’s most at-risk.

On March 10, 2015, | held a summit in
Houston for the leading state and local experts
in health, environmental control, and mosquito
eradicating fields who are challenged with pro-
tecting communities from the Zika Virus to
strategize and develop an action plan for the
City and Harris County, Texas to reduce and
control virus transmissions.

Houston and other cities in the Gulf Coast
region, during the late spring and summer

Mr.
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months, have tropical climates that support the
breeding habitats of Zika Virus carrying-mos-
quitoes.

In early March of this year, the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) re-
ported 153 laboratory-confirmed cases of the
Zika virus infection, among U.S. travelers be-
tween December 2015 and March 9, 2016—
today, the number of reported cases has
grown to 346, many of which are in areas fur-
ther north than the 12 originally expected vul-
nerable states.

The first confirmed cases of the Zika virus
hit Houston in November of 2015, after the
Harris County Public Health & Environmental
Services (HCPHES) received confirmation
from the CDC that the Zika virus was con-
firmed in a traveler recently returning from
Latin America.

Not long after, in January 15, 2016, the
Centers for Disease Control issued a health
advisory.

On January 26, 2016, President Obama
called for the rapid development of tests, vac-
cines and treatments to fight the mosquito-
transmitted virus and insisted upon the need
to develop vaccines and therapeutics.

We have known of the potential enormity of
the Zika threat since January 28, 2016, when
the World Health Organization (WHO) re-
ported that it was “spreading explosively”
throughout the Americas and was likely to
reach North America soon.

As of January 28, 2016, the American Con-
gress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
(ACOG) and the Society for Maternal-Fetal
Medicine (SMFM) promulgated Practice Advi-
sory guidance regarding the Zika virus and
pregnant women.

On February 1, 2016, the WHO announced
an international public health emergency due
to the recent cluster of neurological disorders
and neonatal malformations reported through-
out the Americas.

On February 3, 2016, the first local trans-
mission of a Zika virus infection was reported
in the Caribbean, meaning that mosquitoes in
the area were infected and began spreading
the disease to people.

Additionally, the Pan American Health Orga-
nization reported 26 countries and territories in
the Americas exhibiting local transmission.

On February 4, 2016, the CDC reported a
case in Texas, my home state, of Zika’s
spread by sexual transmission.

The Zika virus is primarily transmitted via
three types of mosquitoes—two of which are
rampant in the Houston area.

The poor are an especially vulnerable popu-
lation, living in a hot environment.

The Gulf Coast presents unique
vulnerabilities impacting the spread of the Zika
virus in Houston that are of the utmost con-
cern, and a key motivation for supporting to-
day’s legislation.

My foremost priority is to protect the health
and safety of Americans, especially those in
Houston.

My city's people and their surrounding
neighbors are living daily in extreme poverty—
and now have to contend with this devastating
disease.

We saw in Brazil that the poorest commu-
nities of their nation experienced the worse
Zika-plagued outcomes.

Environmental issues, such as discarded
tires, furniture, and debris are part of the land-
scape of the Americans’ lives we ought to be
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safeguarding—and are creating the perfect
breeding conditions for Zika mosquitoes.

Amplifying the impact, the CDC reports that
the virus is spread through sexual contact and
advises special precautions for pregnant
women.

The Zika virus can be spread from a preg-
nant woman to her fetus and has been linked
to a serious birth defect of the brain called
microcephaly in the babies of mothers who
were exposed to the Zika virus while pregnant.

Exacerbating measures, expectant mothers
may not know that Zika virus mosquitoes in-
habit the areas in which they live, until they
see the terrible birth defects associated with
the disease, plaguing the late-term-30-week
ultrasound images of their unborn child’s
sonogram.

Other problems have been detected among
fetuses and infants infected with Zika virus be-
fore birth, such as absent or poorly developed
brain structures, eye defects, hearing deficits,
and impaired growth.

About one in five people infected with the
Zika virus become symptomatic.

Characteristic clinical findings include acute
onset of fever, maculopapular rash, arthralgia,
or conjunctivitis.

Today we are witnessing the spread of yet
another tropical disease, threatening the
health of U.S. citizens, much like Ebola did
during the past few years.

The WHO confirmed that as many as four
million people could be infected by the end of
the year.

There is no treatment or cure for those in-
fected by the Zika virus.

The WHO is concerned about this rapidly
spreading disease due to the lack of immunity
in newly affected areas, the wide geographical
distribution of infected mosquitos, and the ab-
sence of any vaccines, treatments, or rapid di-
agnostic tests.

Given the lack of treatment available for the
Zika virus, many supported the critical need
for the FDA to use its Congressionally granted
authority to add Zika to the list of Neglected
Tropical Diseases eligible for the Priority Re-
view Voucher program.

On February 22, 2016, President Obama
asked Congress to consider an FY 2016
emergency supplemental appropriations re-
quest of approximately $1.9 billion to respond
to the Zika virus, both domestically and inter-
nationally.

In conjunction with today’s bill’'s efforts, this
funding would build upon ongoing preparation
efforts and provide resources for the Depart-
ments of Health and Human Services and
State, as well as the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID).

The collective goal of these efforts, as | see
them, is to provide immediate responsiveness
to prepare for and prevent the spread of Zika
virus transmission;

Speed research, development, and procure-
ment of vaccines, therapeutics, and
diagnostics; and

Enhance the ability of Zika-affected coun-
tries to better combat mosquitoes, control
transmission, and support affected popu-
lations.

The necessity presents itself to fortify our
domestic health system, detect and respond to
any potential Zika outbreaks at home, and to
limit the spread in other countries.

S. 2512 encourages the Federal Govern-
ment to take a needed step, addressing the
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changing circumstances and emerging needs
of populations exposed to the Zika virus.

The CDC and NIH said that the previously
endemic Ebola Virus created a template for
Federal and State agencies that are currently
attempting to address the Zika virus threat.

If nothing else, the Ebola crisis dem-
onstrated the critical need to develop effective
vaccines and treatments before an endemic
outbreak begins.

This simple action by the FDA, | hope, will
spur the development of an effective vaccine
or treatment combating the Zika virus, and as
a result save countless American lives.

This bill is a step toward providing the pro-
tections that should be guaranteed to every
American.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting S.2512, the Adding Zika Virus to the
FDA Priority Review Voucher Program Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs.
BROOKS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 2512.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
BANKRUPTCY ACT OF 2016

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2947) to amend title 11 of the
United States Code in order to facili-
tate the resolution of an insolvent fi-
nancial institution in bankruptcy, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2947

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Financial Insti-
tution Bankruptcy Act of 2016°°.

SEC. 2. GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO COV-
ERED FINANCIAL CORPORATIONS.

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 101 of title 11, United
States Code, is amended by inserting the fol-
lowing after paragraph (9):

““(94) The term ‘covered financial corporation’
means any corporation incorporated or orga-
nized under any Federal or State law, other
than a stockbroker, a commodity broker, or an
entity of the kind specified in paragraph (2) or
(3) of section 109(b), that is—

“(A) a bank holding company, as defined in
section 2(a) of the Bank Holding Company Act
of 1956; or

“(B) a corporation that exists for the primary
purpose of owning, controlling and financing its
subsidiaries, that has total consolidated assets
of $50,000,000,000 or greater, and for which, in
its most recently completed fiscal year—

“(i) annual gross revenues derived by the cor-
poration and all of its subsidiaries from activi-
ties that are financial in nature (as defined in
section 4(k) of the Bank Holding Company Act
of 1956) and, if applicable, from the ownership
or control of one or more insured depository in-
stitutions, represents 85 percent or more of the
consolidated annual gross revenues of the cor-
poration,; or
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“‘(ii) the consolidated assets of the corporation
and all of its subsidiaries related to activities
that are financial in nature (as defined in sec-
tion 4(k) of the Bank Holding Company Act of
1956) and, if applicable, related to the owner-
ship or control of one or more insured depository
institutions, represents 85 percent or more of the
consolidated assets of the corporation.’.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTERS.—Section 103
of title 11, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(1) Subchapter V of chapter 11 of this title
applies only in a case under chapter 11 con-
cerning a covered financial corporation.’.

(c) WHO MAY BE A DEBTOR.—Section 109 of
title 11, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A4) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘or’’ at the
end;

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

““(4) a covered financial corporation.’’; and

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking “‘and’ before ‘‘an uninsured
State member bank’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘or’’ before ‘‘a corporation’’;
and

(C) by inserting *‘, or a covered financial cor-
poration’ after ‘‘Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation Improvement Act of 1991”°.

(d) CONVERSION TO CHAPTER 7.—Section 1112
of title 11, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(g9) Notwithstanding section 109(b), the court
may convert a case under subchapter V to a
case under chapter 7 if—

‘“(1) a transfer approved under section 1185
has been consummated;

““(2) the court has ordered the appointment of
a special trustee under section 1186; and

““(3) the court finds, after notice and a hear-
ing, that conversion is in the best interest of the
creditors and the estate.”.

(e)(1) Section 726(a)(1) of title 11, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
“first,” the following: ‘‘in payment of any un-
paid fees, costs, and expenses of a special trust-
ee appointed under section 1186, and then’’.

(2) Section 1129(a) of title 11, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after paragraph
(16) the following:

‘“(17) In a case under subchapter V, all pay-
able fees, costs, and expenses of the special
trustee have been paid or the plan provides for
the payment of all such fees, costs, and expenses
on the effective date of the plan.

‘“(18) In a case under subchapter V, confirma-
tion of the plan is not likely to cause serious ad-
verse effects on financial stability in the United
States.”.

(f) Section 322(b)(2) of title 11, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘The’’ and insert-
ing ‘“In cases under subchapter V, the United
States trustee shall recommend to the court, and
in all other cases, the’ .

SEC. 3. LIQUIDATION, REORGANIZATION, OR RE-
CAPITALIZATION OF A COVERED FI-
NANCIAL CORPORATION.

Chapter 11 of title 11, United States Code, is

amended by adding at the end the following:

“SUBCHAPTER V—LIQUIDATION, REORGA-
NIZATION, OR RECAPITALIZATION OF A
COVERED FINANCIAL CORPORATION

“§ 1181. Inapplicability of other sections

“Sections 303 and 321(c) do not apply in a
case under this subchapter concerning a covered
financial corporation. Section 365 does not
apply to a transfer under section 1185, 1187, or
1188.

“§ 1182. Definitions for this subchapter

“In this subchapter, the following definitions
shall apply:

‘(1) The term ‘Board’ means the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System.

‘“(2) The term ‘bridge company’ means a
newly formed corporation to which property of
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the estate may be transferred under section
1185(a) and the equity securities of which may
be transferred to a special trustee under section
1186(a).

‘“(3) The term ‘capital structure debt’ means
all unsecured debt of the debtor for borrowed
money for which the debtor is the primary obli-
gor, other than a qualified financial contract
and other than debt secured by a lien on prop-
erty of the estate that is to be transferred to a
bridge company pursuant to an order of the
court under section 1185(a).

‘““(4) The term ‘contractual right’ means a con-
tractual right of a kind defined in section 555,
556, 559, 560, or 561.

‘“(5) The term ‘qualified financial contract’
means any contract of a kind defined in para-
graph (25), (384), (47), or (53B) of section 101,
section 741(7), or paragraph (4), (5), (11), or (13)
of section 761.

‘“(6) The term ‘special trustee’ means the
trustee of a trust formed wunder section
1186(a)(1).

“§1183. Commencement of a case concerning

a covered financial corporation

‘“(a) A case under this subchapter concerning
a covered financial corporation may be com-
menced by the filing of a petition with the court
by the debtor under section 301 only if the debt-
or states to the best of its knowledge under pen-
alty of perjury in the petition that it is a cov-
ered financial corporation.

‘““(b) The commencement of a case under sub-
section (a) constitutes an order for relief under
this subchapter.

““(c) The members of the board of directors (or
body performing similar functions) of a covered
financial company shall have no liability to
shareholders, creditors, or other parties in inter-
est for a good faith filing of a petition to com-
mence a case under this subchapter, or for any
reasonable action taken in good faith in con-
templation of or in connection with such a peti-
tion or a transfer under section 1185 or section
1186, whether prior to or after commencement of
the case.

“(d) Counsel to the debtor shall provide, to
the greatest extent practicable without dis-
closing the identity of the potential debtor, suf-
ficient confidential notice to the chief judge of
the court of appeals for the circuit embracing
the district in which such counsel intends to file
a petition to commence a case under this sub-
chapter regarding the potential commencement
of such case. The chief judge of such court shall
randomly assign to preside over such case a
bankruptcy judge selected from among the
bankruptcy judges designated by the Chief Jus-
tice of the United States under section 298 of
title 28.

“§ 1184. Regulators

“The Board, the Securities Exchange Commis-
sion, the Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency of the Department of the Treasury, the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, and
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation may
raise and may appear and be heard on any issue
in any case or proceeding under this sub-
chapter.

“§ 1185. Special transfer of property of the es-
tate

“(a) On request of the trustee, and after no-
tice and a hearing that shall occur not less than
24 hours after the order for relief, the court may
order a transfer under this section of property of
the estate, and the assignment of executory con-
tracts, unexpired leases, and qualified financial
contracts of the debtor, to a bridge company.
Upon the entry of an order approving Ssuch
transfer, any property transferred, and any ex-
ecutory contracts, unexpired leases, and quali-
fied financial contracts assigned under such
order shall no longer be property of the estate.
Ezxcept as provided under this section, the provi-
sions of section 363 shall apply to a transfer and
assignment under this section.
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“(b) Unless the court orders otherwise, notice
of a request for an order under subsection (a)
shall consist of electronic or telephonic notice of
not less than 24 hours to—

‘(1) the debtor;

“(2) the holders of the 20 largest secured
claims against the debtor;

“(3) the holders of the 20 largest unsecured
claims against the debtor;

“(4) counterparties to any debt, exrecutory
contract, unexpired lease, and qualified finan-
cial contract requested to be transferred under
this section;

““(5) the Board;

““(6) the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-

tion;

“(7) the Secretary of the Treasury and the Of-
fice of the Comptroller of the Currency of the
Treasury;

“(8) the Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion;

“(9) the Securities and Exchange Commission;

““(10) the United States trustee or bankruptcy
administrator; and

“(11) each primary financial regulatory agen-
cy, as defined in section 2(12) of the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act, with respect to any affiliate the equity
securities of which are proposed to be trans-
ferred under this section.

“(c) The court may not order a transfer under
this section unless the court determines, based
upon a preponderance of the evidence, that—

‘(1) the transfer under this section is nec-
essary to prevent serious adverse effects on fi-
nancial stability in the United States;

“(2) the transfer does not provide for the as-
sumption of any capital structure debt by the
bridge company;

“(3) the transfer does mot provide for the
transfer to the bridge company of any property
of the estate that is subject to a lien securing a
debt, executory contract, unexpired lease or
agreement (including a qualified financial con-
tract) of the debtor unless—

“(A)(i) the bridge company assumes such debt,
executory contract, unexpired lease or agree-
ment (including a qualified financial contract),
including any claims arising in respect thereof
that would not be allowed secured claims under
section 506(a)(1) and after giving effect to such
transfer, such property remains subject to the
lien securing such debt, executory contract, un-
expired lease or agreement (including a quali-
fied financial contract); and

“(ii) the court has determined that assump-
tion of such debt, executory contract, unexpired
lease or agreement (including a qualified finan-
cial contract) by the bridge company is in the
best interests of the estate; or

“(B) such property is being transferred to the
bridge company in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 363;

““(4) the transfer does not provide for the as-
sumption by the bridge company of any debt,
executory contract, unexpired lease or agree-
ment (including a qualified financial contract)
of the debtor secured by a lien on property of
the estate unless the transfer provides for such
property to be transferred to the bridge company
in accordance with paragraph (3)(4) of this sub-
section;

“(5) the transfer does mot provide for the
transfer of the equity of the debtor;

“(6) the trustee has demonstrated that the
bridge company is not likely to fail to meet the
obligations of any debt, executory contract,
qualified financial contract, or unexpired lease
assumed and assigned to the bridge company;

“(7) the transfer provides for the transfer to a
special trustee all of the equity securities in the
bridge company and appointment of a special
trustee in accordance with section 1186;

“(8) after giving effect to the transfer, ade-
quate provision has been made for the fees,
costs, and expenses of the estate and special
trustee; and

“(9) the bridge company will have governing
documents, and initial directors and senior offi-
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cers, that are in the best interest of creditors
and the estate.

‘“(d) Immediately before a transfer under this
section, the bridge company that is the recipient
of the transfer shall—

‘(1) not have any property, executory con-
tracts, unexpired leases, qualified financial con-
tracts, or debts, other than any property ac-
quired or executory contracts, unexpired leases,
or debts assumed when acting as a transferee of
a transfer under this section; and

““(2) have equity securities that are property
of the estate, which may be sold or distributed
in accordance with this title.

“§ 1186. Special trustee

“(a)(1) An order approving a transfer under
section 1185 shall require the trustee to transfer
to a qualified and independent special trustee,
who is appointed by the court, all of the equity
securities in the bridge company that is the re-
cipient of a transfer under section 1185 to hold
in trust for the sole benefit of the estate, subject
to satisfaction of the special trustee’s fees, costs,
and expenses. The trust of which the special
trustee is the trustee shall be a newly formed
trust governed by a trust agreement approved by
the court as in the best interests of the estate,
and shall exist for the sole purpose of holding
and administering, and shall be permitted to
dispose of, the equity securities of the bridge
company in accordance with the trust agree-
ment.

‘“(2) In connection with the hearing to ap-
prove a transfer under section 1185, the trustee
shall confirm to the court that the Board has
been consulted regarding the identity of the pro-
posed special trustee and advise the court of the
results of such consultation.

‘“(b) The trust agreement governing the trust
shall provide—

‘(1) for the payment of the fees, costs, ex-
penses, and indemnities of the special trustee
from the assets of the debtor’s estate;

““(2) that the special trustee provide—

‘““(A) quarterly reporting to the estate, which
shall be filed with the court; and

‘“(B) information about the bridge company
reasonably requested by a party in interest to
prepare a disclosure statement for a plan pro-
viding for distribution of any securities of the
bridge company if such information is necessary
to prepare such disclosure statement;

““(3) that for as long as the equity securities of
the bridge company are held by the trust, the
special trustee shall file a notice with the court
in connection with—

‘“(A) any change in a director or senior officer
of the bridge company;

‘““(B) any modification to the governing docu-
ments of the bridge company; and

‘“(C) any material corporate action of the
bridge company, including—

‘(i) recapitalication;

““(ii) a material borrowing;

““(iii) termination of an intercompany debt or
guarantee;

“(iv) a transfer of a substantial portion of the
assets of the bridge company; or

“(v) the issuance or sale of any securities of
the bridge company;

‘““(4) that any sale of any equity securities of
the bridge company shall not be consummated
until the special trustee consults with the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation and the
Board regarding such sale and discloses the re-
sults of such consultation with the court;

“‘(5) that, subject to reserves for payments per-
mitted under paragraph (1) provided for in the
trust agreement, the proceeds of the sale of any
equity securities of the bridge company by the
special trustee be held in trust for the benefit of
or transferred to the estate;

‘““(6) the process and guidelines for the re-
placement of the special trustee; and

““(7) that the property held in trust by the spe-
cial trustee is subject to distribution in accord-
ance with subsection (c).



April 12, 2016

““(c)(1) The special trustee shall distribute the
assets held in trust—

““(A) if the court confirms a plan in the case,
in accordance with the plan on the effective
date of the plan; or

‘““(B) if the case is converted to a case under
chapter 7, as ordered by the court.

“(2) As soon as practicable after a final dis-
tribution under paragraph (1), the office of the
special trustee shall terminate, except as may be
necessary to wind up and conclude the business
and financial affairs of the trust.

‘“(d) After a transfer to the special trustee
under this section, the special trustee shall be
subject only to applicable nonbankruptcy law,
and the actions and conduct of the special
trustee shall no longer be subject to approval by
the court in the case under this subchapter.

“§1187. Temporary and supplemental auto-
matic stay; assumed debt

“(a)(1) A petition filed under section 1183 op-
erates as a stay, applicable to all entities, of the
termination, acceleration, or modification of
any debt, contract, lease, or agreement of the
kind described in paragraph (2), or of any right
or obligation under any such debt, contract,
lease, or agreement, solely because of—

‘““(A) a default by the debtor under any such
debt, contract, lease, or agreement; or

‘““(B) a provision in such debt, contract, lease,
or agreement, or in applicable nonbankruptcy
law, that is conditioned on—

““(i) the insolvency or financial condition of
the debtor at any time before the closing of the
case;

““(ii) the commencement of a case under this
title concerning the debtor;

““(iii) the appointment of or taking possession
by a trustee in a case under this title concerning
the debtor or by a custodian before the com-
mencement of the case; or

“(iv) a credit rating agency rating, or absence
or withdrawal of a credit rating agency rating—

‘“(I) of the debtor at any time after the com-
mencement of the case;

‘“(II) of an affiliate during the period from the
commencement of the case until 48 hours after
such order is entered;

‘““(111) of the bridge company while the trustee
or the special trustee is a direct or indirect bene-
ficial holder of more than 50 percent of the eq-
uity securities of—

‘“(aa) the bridge company; or

““(bb) the affiliate, if all of the direct or indi-
rect interests in the affiliate that are property of
the estate are transferred under section 1185; or

‘“(IV) of an affiliate while the trustee or the
special trustee is a direct or indirect beneficial
holder of more than 50 percent of the equity se-
curities of—

“(aa) the bridge company; or

“(bb) the affiliate, if all of the direct or indi-
rect interests in the affiliate that are property of
the estate are transferred under section 1185.

“(2) A debt, contract, lease, or agreement de-
scribed in this paragraph is—

‘“(A) any debt (other than capital structure
debt), executory contract, or unexpired lease of
the debtor (other than a qualified financial con-
tract);

“(B) any agreement under which the debtor
issued or is obligated for debt (other than cap-
ital structure debt);

“(C) any debt, executory contract, or unex-
pired lease of an affiliate (other than a qualified
financial contract); or

“(D) any agreement under which an affiliate
issued or is obligated for debt.

‘“(3) The stay wunder this subsection termi-
nates—

‘““(A) for the benefit of the debtor, upon the
earliest of—

“(i) 48 hours after the commencement of the
case;

““(ii) assumption of the debt, contract, lease,
or agreement by the bridge company under an
order authorizing a transfer under section 1185;
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““(iii) a final order of the court denying the re-
quest for a transfer under section 1185; or

“(iv) the time the case is dismissed; and

“(B) for the benefit of an affiliate, upon the
earliest of—

‘(i) the entry of an order authorizing a trans-
fer under section 1185 in which the direct or in-
direct interests in the affiliate that are property
of the estate are not transferred under section
1185;

“(ii) a final order by the court denying the re-
quest for a transfer under section 1185;

““(iii) 48 hours after the commencement of the
case if the court has mot ordered a transfer
under section 1185; or

“(iv) the time the case is dismissed.

““(4) Subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g) of section
362 apply to a stay under this subsection.

“(b) A debt, erecutory contract (other than a
qualified financial contract), or unexpired lease
of the debtor, or an agreement under which the
debtor has issued or is obligated for any debt,
may be assumed by a bridge company in a
transfer under section 1185 notwithstanding any
provision in an agreement or in applicable non-
bankruptcy law that—

‘(1) prohibits, restricts, or conditions the as-
signment of the debt, contract, lease, or agree-
ment; or

“(2) accelerates, terminates, or modifies, or
permits a party other than the debtor to termi-
nate or modify, the debt, contract, lease, or
agreement on account of—

“(A) the assignment of the debt, contract,
lease, or agreement; or

“(B) a change in control of any party to the
debt, contract, lease, or agreement.

“(c)(1) A debt, contract, lease, or agreement of
the kind described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of
subsection (a)(2) may not be accelerated, termi-
nated, or modified, and any right or obligation
under such debt, contract, lease, or agreement
may not be accelerated, terminated, or modified,
as to the bridge company solely because of a
provision in the debt, contract, lease, or agree-
ment or in applicable nonbankruptcy law—

“(A) of the kind described in subsection
(a)(1)(B) as applied to the debtor;

““(B) that prohibits, restricts, or conditions the
assignment of the debt, contract, lease, or agree-
ment; or

“(C) that accelerates, terminates, or modifies,
or permits a party other than the debtor to ter-
minate or modify, the debt, contract, lease or
agreement on account of—

‘(i) the assignment of the debt,
lease, or agreement; or

““(ii) a change in control of any party to the
debt, contract, lease, or agreement.

“(2) If there is a default by the debtor under
a provision other than the kind described in
paragraph (1) in a debt, contract, lease or agree-
ment of the kind described in subparagraph (A)
or (B) of subsection (a)(2), the bridge company
may assume such debt, contract, lease, or agree-
ment only if the bridge company—

““(A) shall cure the default;

“(B) compensates, or provides adequate asSur-
ance in connection with a transfer under section
1185 that the bridge company will promptly com-
pensate, a party other than the debtor to the
debt, contract, lease, or agreement, for any ac-
tual pecuniary loss to the party resulting from
the default; and

“(C) provides adequate assurance in connec-
tion with a transfer under section 1185 of future
performance under the debt, contract, lease, or
agreement, as determined by the court under
section 1185(c)(4).

“§ 1188. Treatment of qualified financial con-
tracts and affiliate contracts

“(a) Notwithstanding sections 362(b)(6),
362(b)(7), 362(b)(17), 362(D)(27), 362(0), 555, 556,
559, 560, and 561, a petition filed under section
1183 operates as a stay, during the period speci-
fied in section 1187(a)(3)(4), applicable to all en-
tities, of the exercise of a contractual right—

contract,
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‘(1) to cause the modification, liquidation,
termination, or acceleration of a qualified fi-
nancial contract of the debtor or an affiliate;

“(2) to offset or met out any termination
value, payment amount, or other transfer obli-
gation arising under or in connection with a
qualified financial contract of the debtor or an
affiliate; or

“(3) under any security agreement or arrange-
ment or other credit enhancement forming a
part of or related to a qualified financial con-
tract of the debtor or an affiliate.

“(b)(1) During the period specified in section
1187(a)(3)(A), the trustee or the affiliate shall
perform all payment and delivery obligations
under such qualified financial contract of the
debtor or the affiliate, as the case may be, that
become due after the commencement of the case.
The stay provided under subsection (a) termi-
nates as to a qualified financial contract of the
debtor or an affiliate immediately upon the fail-
ure of the trustee or the affiliate, as the case
may be, to perform any such obligation during
such period.

‘“(2) Any failure by a counterparty to any
qualified financial contract of the debtor or any
affiliate to perform any payment or delivery ob-
ligation under such qualified financial contract,
including during the pendency of the stay pro-
vided under subsection (a), shall constitute a
breach of such qualified financial contract by
the counterparty.

““(c) Subject to the court’s approval, a quali-
fied financial contract between an entity and
the debtor may be assigned to or assumed by the
bridge company in a transfer under, and in ac-
cordance with, section 1185 if and only if—

“(1) all qualified financial contracts between
the entity and the debtor are assigned to and
assumed by the bridge company in the transfer
under section 1185;

“(2) all claims of the entity against the debtor
in respect of any qualified financial contract be-
tween the entity and the debtor (other than any
claim that, under the terms of the qualified fi-
nancial contract, is subordinated to the claims
of general unsecured creditors) are assigned to
and assumed by the bridge company;

““(3) all claims of the debtor against the entity
under any qualified financial contract between
the entity and the debtor are assigned to and
assumed by the bridge company; and

““(4) all property securing or any other credit
enhancement furnished by the debtor for any
qualified financial contract described in para-
graph (1) or any claim described in paragraph
(2) or (3) under any qualified financial contract
between the entity and the debtor is assigned to
and assumed by the bridge company.

‘“‘(d) Notwithstanding any provision of a
qualified financial contract or of applicable
nonbankruptcy law, a qualified financial con-
tract of the debtor that is assumed or assigned
in a transfer under section 1185 may not be ac-
celerated, terminated, or modified, after the
entry of the order approving a transfer under
section 1185, and any right or obligation under
the qualified financial contract may not be ac-
celerated, terminated, or modified, after the
entry of the order approving a transfer under
section 1185 solely because of a condition de-
scribed in section 1187(c)(1), other than a condi-
tion of the kind specified in section 1187(b) that
occurs after property of the estate no longer in-
cludes a direct beneficial interest or an indirect
beneficial interest through the special trustee, in
more than 50 percent of the equity securities of
the bridge company.

“(e) Notwithstanding any provision of any
agreement or in applicable nonbankrupicy law,
an agreement of an affiliate (including an exec-
utory contract, an unexpired lease, qualified fi-
nancial contract, or an agreement under which
the affiliate issued or is obligated for debt) and
any right or obligation under such agreement
may not be accelerated, terminated, or modified,
solely because of a condition described in sec-
tion 1187(c)(1), other than a condition of the
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kind specified in section 1187(b) that occurs
after the bridge company is no longer a direct or
indirect beneficial holder of more than 50 per-
cent of the equity securities of the affiliate, at
any time after the commencement of the case
if—

‘(1) all direct or indirect interests in the affil-
iate that are property of the estate are trans-
ferred under section 1185 to the bridge company
within the period specified in subsection (a);

“(2) the bridge company assumes—

‘“(A) any guarantee or other credit enhance-
ment issued by the debtor relating to the agree-
ment of the affiliate; and

‘““(B) any obligations in respect of rights of
setoff, netting arrangement, or debt of the debt-
or that directly arises out of or directly relates
to the guarantee or credit enhancement; and

‘““(3) any property of the estate that directly
serves as collateral for the guarantee or credit
enhancement is transferred to the bridge com-
pany.

“§ 1189. Licenses, permits, and registrations

‘““(a) Notwithstanding any otherwise applica-
ble nonbankruptcy law, if a request is made
under section 1185 for a transfer of property of
the estate, any Federal, State, or local license,
permit, or registration that the debtor or an af-
filiate had immediately before the commence-
ment of the case and that is proposed to be
transferred under section 1185 may not be accel-
erated, terminated, or modified at any time after
the request solely on account of—

‘(1) the insolvency or financial condition of
the debtor at any time before the closing of the
case;

‘“(2) the commencement of a case under this
title concerning the debtor;

“(3) the appointment of or taking possession
by a trustee in a case under this title concerning
the debtor or by a custodian before the com-
mencement of the case; or

‘“(4) a transfer under section 1185.

““(b) Notwithstanding any otherwise applica-
ble nonbankruptcy law, any Federal, State, or
local license, permit, or registration that the
debtor had immediately before the commence-
ment of the case that is included in a transfer
under section 1185 shall be valid and all rights
and obligations thereunder shall vest in the
bridge company.

“§ 1190. Exemption from securities laws

“For purposes of section 1145, a security of
the bridge company shall be deemed to be a se-
curity of a successor to the debtor under a plan
if the court approves the disclosure statement
for the plan as providing adequate information
(as defined in section 1125(a)) about the bridge
company and the security.

“§1191. Inapplicability of certain avoiding
powers

“A transfer made or an obligation incurred by
the debtor to an affiliate prior to or after the
commencement of the case, including any obli-
gation released by the debtor or the estate to or
for the benefit of an affiliate, in contemplation
of or in connection with a transfer under sec-
tion 1185 is not avoidable under section 544, 547,
548(a)(1)(B), or 549, or under any similar non-
bankruptcy law.

“§1192. Consideration of financial stability

“The court may consider the effect that any
decision in connection with this subchapter may
have on financial stability in the United
States.”.

SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 28, UNITED
STATES CODE.

(a) AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 13.—Chapter 13
of title 28, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“§298. Judge for a case under subchapter V of

chapter 11 of title 11

“(a)(1) Notwithstanding section 295, the Chief
Justice of the United States shall designate not
fewer than 10 bankruptcy judges to be available
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to hear a case under subchapter V of chapter 11
of title 11. Bankruptcy judges may request to be
considered by the Chief Justice of the United
States for such designation.

“(2) Notwithstanding section 155, a case
under subchapter V of chapter 11 of title 11
shall be heard under section 157 by a bank-
ruptcy judge designated under paragraph (1),
who shall be randomly assigned to hear such
case by the chief judge of the court of appeals
for the circuit embracing the district in which
the case is pending. To the greatest extent prac-
ticable, the approvals required under section 155
should be obtained.

“(3) If the bankruptcy judge assigned to hear
a case under paragraph (2) is not assigned to
the district in which the case is pending, the
bankruptcy judge shall be temporarily assigned
to the district.

“(b) A case under subchapter V of chapter 11
of title 11, and all proceedings in the case, shall
take place in the district in which the case is
pending.

“(c) In this section, the term ‘covered finan-
cial corporation’ has the meaning given that
term in section 101(94) of title 11.”.

(b) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 1334 OF TITLE
28.—Section 1334 of title 28, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(f) This section does not grant jurisdiction to
the district court after a transfer pursuant to an
order under section 1185 of title 11 of any pro-
ceeding related to a special trustee appointed, or
to a bridge company formed, in connection with
a case under subchapter V of chapter 11 of title
11.7.

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 13 of
title 28, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“298. Judge for a case under subchapter V of
chapter 11 of title 11.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 2947, currently under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

In 2008, our economy suffered one of
the most significant financial crises in
history. In the midst of the crisis and
in response to a fear that some finan-
cial firms’ failures could cause severe
harm to the overall economy, the Fed-
eral Government provided extraor-
dinary taxpayer-funded assistance in
order to prevent certain financial
firms’ failures. In the ensuing years,
experts from the financial, regulatory,
legal, and academic communities ex-
amined how best to prevent another
similar crisis from occurring and how
to eliminate the possibility of using
taxpayer moneys to bail out failing
firms.

The Judiciary Committee has ad-
vanced the review of this issue with the
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aim of crafting a solution that will bet-
ter equip our bankruptcy laws to re-
solve failing firms while also encour-
aging greater private counterparty
diligence in order to reduce the likeli-
hood of another financial crisis. Among
other things, this responded to provi-
sions of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act,
which called for an examination of how
to improve the Bankruptcy Code in
this area.

Last Congress, after three hearings,
the Judiciary Committee favorably re-
ported the Financial Institution Bank-
ruptcy Act, which is legislation that
improved the Bankruptcy Code to bet-
ter facilitate the resolution of a finan-
cial firm. That legislation was the cul-
mination of a bipartisan process that
solicited and incorporated the views of
a wide range of leading experts and rel-
evant regulators. The bill ultimately
passed the House by a voice vote under
a suspension of the rules.

This Congress, Representative TROTT
reintroduced the Financial Institution
Bankruptcy Act as H.R. 2947. Following
its introduction, the Subcommittee on
Regulatory Reform, Commercial and
Antitrust Law conducted a hearing on
the bill. The hearing witnesses all sup-
ported the legislation while providing
recommendations for further refine-
ments to the bill. Those recommenda-
tions were incorporated, and the Judi-
ciary Committee approved the legisla-
tion by a unanimous vote of 25-0.

The bill under consideration today is
the product of a careful, deliberate, and
thorough process, and it reflects a di-
verse range of views from a variety of
interested parties. The Financial Insti-
tution Bankruptcy Act makes several
improvements to the Bankruptcy Code
in order to enhance the prospect of the
efficient resolution of a financial firm
through the bankruptcy process.

The bill allows for the speedy trans-
fer of a financial firm’s operating as-
sets over the course of a weekend. This
quick transfer allows the financial firm
to continue to operate in the normal
course, which preserves the value of
the enterprise for the creditors of the
bankruptcy without there being any
significant impact on the firm’s em-
ployees, suppliers, and customers.

The bill also requires expedited judi-
cial review by a bankruptcy judge who
has been randomly chosen from a pool
of judges, who has been designated in
advance, and who has been selected by
the chief justice for his experience, ex-
pertise, and willingness to preside over
these complex cases. Furthermore, the
legislation provides for key regulatory
input throughout the process.

The Financial Institution Bank-
ruptcy Act is a bipartisan, balanced ap-
proach that increases transparency and
predictability in the resolution of a fi-
nancial firm. Furthermore, it ensures
that shareholders and creditors, not
taxpayers, bear the losses related to
the failure of a financial company.

I am pleased that Ranking Member
CONYERS is a lead sponsor of this im-
portant legislation, and I thank him
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and his staff for their efforts in devel-
oping this bill. I thank Representative
TROTT for introducing this important
legislation, and I thank Chairman
MARINO of the Subcommittee on Regu-
latory Reform, Commercial and Anti-
trust Law, who is one of the original
sponsors of the bill and who helped to
usher the bill through the Judiciary
Committee. I also commend my col-
league from Georgia, who is also in-
volved in this work and who is the
ranking member of that same sub-
committee.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of this important legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

H.R. 2947, the Financial Institution
Bankruptcy Act of 2016, amends the
Bankruptcy Code to establish a process
for the expedited judicial resolution of
large financial institutions in order to
soften the disruptive effects of their
collapse.

As we all know, the Great Recession
was triggered by the widespread
issuance and limited regulation of
high-risk and, possibly, fraudulent
mortgage-backed securities. Fueled by
adjustable rate and predatory subprime
mortgages, these securities were issued
without regard to careful underwriting
standards, caused a housing bubble
that trapped countless homeowners in
unaffordable mortgages, and led to a
massive wave of foreclosures that re-
sulted in the worst financial -crisis
since the Great Depression. In the
wake of this crisis, the President
signed the Dodd-Frank Act into law so
as to provide comprehensive measures
to reduce systemic risk through
heightened financial stability require-
ments for large financial institutions.

Among many other requirements,
title I of Dodd-Frank requires that cer-
tain large financial institutions have
living wills to ensure a rapid and or-
derly resolution in the event of mate-
rial distress or failure. Title II of the
law provides for an administrative
process to wind down these institutions
s0 as to avoid adverse effects on the en-
tire financial system; but there is no
such process under the current bank-
ruptcy law.

I applaud Congressman TROTT and
the chairman of the full committee,
Chairman GOODLATTE, for addressing
this concern by offering this legislation
to revise the Bankruptcy Code in order
to establish a specialized form of bank-
ruptcy relief that would facilitate the
expeditious resolution of large finan-
cial institutions and would minimize
the disruptive impact of a company’s
collapse on the financial system. The
legislation largely accomplishes this
goal by establishing a resolution proc-
ess that authorizes a court to provide
relief by transferring a debtor’s assets
to a bridge company, under an expe-
dited timeline, while minimizing the
adverse effects of the bankruptcy on
the financial system.
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While these aspects of the bill are
commendable, I remain concerned,
however, that this legislation lacks a
funding mechanism that would allow
the Federal Government to provide li-
quidity to the company, which is a key
difference between an orderly resolu-
tion under Dodd-Frank and the resolu-
tion contemplated by H.R. 2947.

In a typical bankruptcy case, the
debtor’s reorganization may be funded
by private parties or by the Federal
Government, as illustrated by the Gen-
eral Motors bankruptcy. In many in-
stances, liquidity provided by the U.S.
Government to prevent the collapse of
a financial institution has either re-
turned a profit to the taxpayers or is
likely to be repaid.

Leading bankruptcy experts have
found that providing liquidity to dis-
tressed financial institutions ‘‘is essen-
tial to successfully resolving the firm
without creating undue systemic risk.”
This critical mechanism has prevented
the collapses of several major financial
institutions without cost to the tax-
payer.

Lastly, I would caution against ef-
forts to combine H.R. 2947 with legisla-
tion that would strike title II of the
Dodd-Frank Act. As the National
Bankruptcy Conference has observed,
laws that are currently in place, such
as title II of the Dodd-Frank Act,
should remain in effect because the
ability of U.S. regulators to assume
full control of the resolution process to
elicit the cooperation from non-U.S.
regulators is an essential insurance
policy against systemic risk and poten-
tial conflict and dysfunction among
the multinational components of these
institutions. I would also note that
title II of the Dodd-Frank Act will
serve as a valuable backstop to the
bankruptcy process should this bill be-
come law.

Notwithstanding these concerns, I
thank, once again, the gentleman from
Virginia, the gentleman from Michi-
gan, and also my friend and chair of
the relevant subcommittee, ToMm
MARINO from Pennsylvania, for their
leadership on this issue and for the bi-
partisan process in developing this leg-
islation. I also thank the Democratic
and Republican counsel of the Judici-
ary Committee, Susan Jensen and An-
thony Grossi, for their tireless work
and substantive expertise in developing
this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. TROTT), the chief spon-
sor of the legislation.

Mr. TROTT. I thank my colleagues
Chairman GOODLATTE, Ranking Mem-
ber CONYERS, and my friend from Geor-
gia for their support of this important
legislation. I also thank the other
Members and the staff who have helped
shape this bipartisan bill.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are frustrated with their government.
While families are working hard, are
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paying their taxes, and are doing their
best to keep the American Dream
alive, Washington decides to spend
money it doesn’t have on problems it
shouldn’t solve. Suffice it to say, both
parties have proven to be bad stewards
of our Nation’s finances.

Many of us were disappointed to see
$700 billion in taxpayer money spent on
bailing out failed financial institutions
in 2008. The American people should
not be on the hook for the failures of
bad business practices. The American
people entrusted us with their tax dol-
lars, and Washington used the money
to bail out banks. We cannot let this
happen again. The legislation we are
considering today is aimed at pro-
tecting American taxpayers and at re-
ducing the risk of another taxpayer-
funded bailout.

The Financial Institution Bank-
ruptcy Act protects taxpayers by re-
forming the process of how failing
banks go through bankruptcy pro-
ceedings. We have incorporated the
recommendations of hearing witnesses,
regulators, and experts from four Judi-
ciary Committee hearings over the
past 2 years. This effort is, truly, the
product of bipartisan work and com-
promise.

Under this bill, the process will be
handled by an experienced judge—a
judge who knows how to handle the
complex reorganizations of financial
institutions. It will also result in a
transparent judicial process instead of
there being a group of bank CEOs and
regulators that meets in a back room
in order to decide how to save a failing
bank. It will ensure that shareholders
and creditors are at risk when a finan-
cial institution fails, not the American
taxpayer. Further, decades of case law
and precedent will ensure a fair result.

This bill is the kind of commonsense
legislation that, I believe, offers impor-
tant solutions, that protects the Amer-
ican people, and that is deserving of
strong bipartisan support. I encourage
all of my colleagues to support this ef-
fort. Let’s pass this bill and move it to
the Senate for consideration.

O 1700

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
only have one speaker remaining, my-
self, to close. So I am prepared to do
that once the gentleman from Georgia
yields back.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that my colleagues pass this
measure.

I yield back the remainder of my
time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, the
Financial Institution Bankruptcy Act
is a necessary reform to ensure that
taxpayers will not be called on to res-
cue the next failing financial firm. The
legislation relies on longstanding
bankruptcy principles that will be ap-
plied in a predictable and transparent
manner.

The Financial Institution Bank-
ruptcy Act is a bipartisan measure



H1610

that enjoys broad support from outside
experts. I urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of this important reform. I thank
my colleagues on the Judiciary Com-
mittee for their bipartisan effort to
produce this legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 2947, the “Financial Institution
Bankruptcy Act of 2016.” for several reasons.

To begin with, the bill addresses a real
need—recognized by regulatory agencies,
bankruptcy experts, and the private sector—
that the bankruptcy law must be amended so
that it can expeditiously restore trust in the fi-
nancial marketplace as soon as possible after
the collapse of a major financial institution.

As many of you may recall, the failure of
Lehman Brothers in 2008 caused a worldwide
freeze on the availability of credit, which not
only affected Wall Street, but Main Street as
well.

Even after Lehnman sought bankruptcy relief,
the filing did not prevent the near collapse of
our Nation’s economy. The Lehman case re-
vealed that current bankruptcy law is ill-
equipped to deal with complex financial institu-
tions in economic distress.

H.R. 2947 addresses these shortcomings by
establishing a specialized form of bankruptcy
relief whereby the holding company of a large
financial institution could expeditiously obtain
such relief, while allowing its operating sub-
sidiaries to function outside of bankruptcy.

Through this mechanism, the debtor’s prin-
cipal assets, such as its secured property, fi-
nancial contracts, and the stock of its subsidi-
aries, would be transferred to a temporary
“pbridge company,” that, in turn, would lig-
uidate these assets for the benefit of creditors
under the supervision of a trustee.

This process should reduce the likelihood of
disruption to the financial marketplace and
avoid any worldwide freeze on the availability
of credit.

Another reason why | support this bill is that
it appropriately recognizes the important role
the Dodd-Frank Act has in the regulation of
large financial institutions.

Without doubt, the Great Recession was a
direct result of the regulatory equivalent of the
Wild West.

In the absence of any meaningful regulation
of the mortgage industry, lenders developed
high risk subprime mortgages and used preda-
tory marketing tactics targeting the most vul-
nerable.

These doomed-to-fail mortgages were then
securitized and sold to unsuspecting investors,
including pension funds and school districts.

Millions of Americans were trapped in mort-
gages they could no longer afford. This re-
sulted in causing vast waves of foreclosures,
massive unemployment, and international eco-
nomic upheaval.

The Dodd-Frank Act goes a long way to-
ward reinvigorating a regulatory system that
makes the financial marketplace more ac-
countable, more transparent, and more resil-
ient.

And, H.R. 2947 will make the Dodd-Frank
Act even more effective by ensuring the bank-
ruptcy law is better equipped to resolve these
companies.

Finally, | am pleased that H.R. 2947 is the
product of a very collaborative, inclusive, and
deliberative process.

A collaborative process—particularly with re-
spect to complex legislation with wide-ranging
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consequences—is essential. It should be the
norm, not the exception.

Accordingly, | commend Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman GOODLATTE for his leadership
in ensuring this collaborative process for H.R.
2947.

Nevertheless, while the bill is an excellent
measure, it unfortunately does not include any
provision allowing the federal government to
be a lender of last resort, a critical element
that nearly every expert recognizes is nec-
essary to ensure financial stability. This is a
matter that at some point must be addressed.

Again, | want to acknowledge the excellent
level of cooperation on both sides of the aisle
in producing the legislation that is pending be-
fore us today.

In closing, | appreciate that my Judiciary
Committee colleagues on both sides of the
aisle have come together to support H.R.
2947.

Nevertheless, | strongly encourage Chair-
man GOODLATTE to consider other bankruptcy-
related measures that my colleagues and |
have introduced this Congress dealing with
equally important matters.

These measures include H.R. 97, the “Pro-
tecting Employees and Retirees in Business
Bankruptcies Act,” which | introduced to help
level the playing field for employees and pen-
sioners in corporate bankruptcy cases.

| also would urge consideration of legisla-
tion, such as H.R. 1674, the “Private Student
Loan Bankruptcy Fairness Act,” a bill spon-
sored by my colleague, the gentleman from
Tennessee STEVE COHEN, that would help re-
lieve those who—through no fault of their
own—become entrapped in unaffordable,
predatory student loan obligations.

These measures also deserve to be consid-
ered prior to the close of this Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2947, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PREVENTING CRIMES AGAINST
VETERANS ACT OF 2016

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4676) to amend title 18,
United States Code, to provide an addi-
tional tool to prevent certain frauds
against veterans, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4676

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Preventing
Crimes Against Veterans Act of 2016”°.

SEC. 2. ADDITIONAL TOOL TO PREVENT CERTAIN
FRAUDS AGAINST VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 47 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:
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“§1041. Fraud regarding veterans’ benefits

‘‘(a) Whoever knowingly engages in any
scheme or artifice to defraud an individual of
veterans’ benefits, or in connection with ob-
taining veteran’s benefits for that indi-
vidual, shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned not more than five years, or both.

““(b) In this section—

‘(1) the term ‘veteran’ has the meaning
given that term in section 101 of title 38; and

‘(2) the term ‘veterans’ benefits’ means
any benefit provided by Federal law for a
veteran or a dependent or survivor of a vet-
eran.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 47 of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new item:
¢“1041. Fraud regarding veterans’ benefits.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 4676, as amended, cur-
rently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 4676, the Preventing Crimes
Against Veterans Act of 2016, was in-
troduced by Congressman ToM ROONEY
of Florida, a former member of the Ju-
diciary Committee, and Congressman
TED DEUTCH of Florida, a current mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee.

This legislation fixes a loophole in
Federal law and provides Federal pros-
ecutors with an additional tool to go
after criminals who seek to defraud
veterans.

In recent years, financial predators
have increasingly targeted veterans,
particularly elderly veterans in low-in-
come housing, in an effort to defraud
the veterans out of their Veterans Af-
fairs benefits.

These criminals offer to help vet-
erans with their cases, claim to get
their benefits approved in record time,
charge fees that are often in the thou-
sands of dollars, and then provide them
with little or no assistance.

Under current law, many of these
fraudsters would be vulnerable to pros-
ecution under the mail or wire fraud
statutes if they engage in this sort of
fraudulent scheme by calling a veteran
on the phone, sending them an email,
mailing them a letter, or otherwise
using the instrumentalities of inter-
state commerce to commit fraud.

However, increasingly these crimi-
nals are taking advantage of a loophole
in Federal law by conducting in-person
seminars or meeting in person at a vet-
eran’s home or assisted living facility.
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In at least one recent example, a
fraudster visited an assisted living fa-
cility in Florida and asked the staff to
round up all the veterans for a sem-
inar. This sort of conduct—swindling
an elderly veteran out of his or her
benefits—is truly reprehensible and
worthy of Congress’ attention.

H.R. 4676, which has the support of
the veterans service community, ad-
dresses this conduct. This vulnerable
population has done its duty to protect
us from harm.

It is our duty to help protect them.
To paraphrase Ronald Reagan, some
people wonder all their lives if they
have made a difference. Veterans don’t
have that problem.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation and protect our
Nation’s veterans.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I am pleased to support H.R. 4676, the
Preventing Crimes Against Veterans
Act of 2016, as amended. This legisla-
tion provides an important tool for
Federal prosecutors to combat vet-
erans’ benefits fraud, a very despicable
practice.

Because we honor their service and
the sacrifices that they have made, it
is particularly important that we go
above and beyond the call of duty to
protect America’s veterans from fraud
and to ensure the integrity of the sys-
tem of benefits we provide to them.

Currently, there are about 21 million
veterans of the United States military,
men and women who selflessly served
our Nation in various theaters of war,
from the Second World War, Korea, and
Vietnam to more recent conflicts in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Unfortunately,
many of our veterans, as a result of
their service, have physical and mental
scars.

There are well over 1 million Amer-
ican veterans with service-connected
disabilities. The suicide rate among
veterans is 300 percent above the na-
tional average, and it is estimated that
about 30 percent of all Vietnam vet-
erans and 20 percent of veterans of the
recent Middle East conflicts suffer
from post-traumatic stress disorder in
a given year.

In addition, veterans are more likely
than nonveterans to become homeless.
They comprise 17 percent of our home-
less population. On any given night, an
estimated 50,000 veterans are sleeping
on America’s streets.

In recognition of the extreme sac-
rifice by our veterans and the hard-
ships many of them continue to face
after completion of their military serv-
ice, it is our solemn duty and our obli-
gation to provide to the best of our
ability an appropriate measure of com-
pensation for them.

For instance, we provide disability
payments to those with service-con-
nected disabilities. We provide pen-
sions for veterans with limited in-
comes. We provide them with opportu-
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nities for education and training under
the GI Bill. And we also provide var-
ious life insurance benefits. This is the
least that we can do, and it is still not
enough.

Unfortunately, there continues to be
issues with the medical care we provide
our veterans and problems with some
benefits never being processed and paid
because of the loss of claims by the
Veterans Benefits Administration.

H.R. 4676 would make it a crime to
knowingly engage in any scheme to de-
fraud a veteran of his or her veteran’s
benefits or to knowingly engage in
fraud in connection with obtaining vet-
eran’s benefits. Anyone convicted of
such crime could and should be fined,
imprisoned, or subjected to both pen-
alties.

I note that the amended version of
the bill we are considering today re-
flects an amendment offered in the Ju-
diciary Committee markup by Ranking
Member JOHN CONYERS. The amend-
ment, which was approved by voice
vote, extends the bill’s protections to
fraud involving the benefits owed to
the survivors and dependents due to
the service of a veteran.

Those who defraud veterans or their
surviving spouses or dependents endan-
ger our system of veterans’ benefits
not only by harming the victims, but
also by diminishing the resources re-
quired to pay these claims and fund the
programs that are needed to help those
who have served their country.

Accordingly, I support H.R. 4676. I
commend the bill’s sponsors, Rep-
resentative ToM ROONEY and Rep-
resentative TED DEUTCH, both of Flor-
ida, for their work on this important
issue.

I thank the chairman for hastening
the consideration of this very impor-
tant piece of legislation by the full
committee.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. ROO-
NEY), the chief sponsor of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I serve nearly 75,000 veterans in
Congress, making Florida’s 17th Dis-
trict one of the highest concentrations
of veterans in the whole Nation.

From helping veterans solve prob-
lems and process claims with the VA to
working to fund veterans’ benefits pro-
grams at levels deserving of their sac-
rifice, my duties to these 75,000 vet-
erans is something that I take very se-
riously. But my constituents are quick
to let me know that I still have a lot
more work to do to fix the system.

One particularly disturbing problem
was brought to my attention by a num-
ber of veterans service organizations in
my district.

Last year I started to hear stories
about individuals advertising them-
selves to veterans in my district,
claiming that, for a hefty fee, which is
illegal, they could expedite veterans’
claims with the Department of Vet-
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erans Affairs. The problem with that is
they can’t expedite these claims.

One local Veteran Services Division
explained to me at length how these
criminals are systematically targeting
senior veterans in low-income housing
communities almost as a rule because
those vets are most likely to fall vic-
tim to their schemes.

Disturbingly, these guys will go into
assisted living facilities and ‘“‘round up
all the veterans’ and coerce veterans
to apply for veterans’ benefits they
don’t qualify for and to sign contracts
agreeing to pay them for services that
they can never provide.

We all know that the claims process
at the VA is far too slow and takes far
too long. My office works with vet-
erans on a daily basis, as do the other
Members here, to try to assist them
with their claims and expedite the
process when possible.

But when I hear that people are sin-
gling out veterans, targeting some of
them based on their low income, and
then earning a significant profit off
them, that just makes me sick.

As the law stands now, even though
it is illegal for anyone who is not an
approved agent with the VA to charge
a fee for helping a veteran with a claim
or an appeal, there is no criminal or fi-
nancial penalty associated with break-
ing this law.

Without a Federal criminal penalty,
there is little deterring these des-
picable people from defrauding a vet-
eran for financial gain. The reality is
this: It is happening in all of our dis-
tricts and people are getting away with
it every day.

I refuse to let this continue unabated
in my own backyard in this country,
especially not to our veterans for
whom I have so much respect, as do we
all.

So along with my neighbor and
friend, Democratic Congressman TED
DEUTCH of south Florida, we introduced
a bill to penalize people and companies
making a living off of stealing from
our veterans.

Our bill would give law enforcement
and prosecutors the tools to penalize
predators that are blatantly engaging
in a scheme to defraud veterans, or
their families, of his or her benefits by
imposing a fine, imprisonment of up to
5 years, or both.

These criminals have to pay the price
for their appalling actions. It is our
duty in Congress to ensure that our Na-
tion’s heroes are protected under every
circumstance and aspect of the law. I
am proud that this bipartisan bill is on
the floor today.

I urge my colleagues to join me, Con-
gressman DEUTCH, and the chairman
and the ranking member of the Judici-
ary Committee in support of this bill.

Each and every one of us owes our
Nation’s veterans the utmost respect.
Today we have the chance to bring jus-
tice to those veterans who have fallen
victim to the immoral schemes com-
mitted by some of the lowest forms of
criminals in our country.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it warms my heart today to be a
part of this body and to be a part of the
movement of such important legisla-
tion as this, which is to protect people
who are very vulnerable to abuse.
Without our action, it will just simply
continue.

I want to once again applaud the ef-
forts of Representative ToM ROONEY
and Representative TED DEUTCH for
bringing this legislation to us.

I look forward to its passage. I would
recommend to all of my colleagues
that they join us and support this leg-
islation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as the
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Committee
and Subcommittee on Crime Terrorism,
Homeland Security, and Investigations, which
reported this legislation, | rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 4676 “Preventing Crimes Against
Veterans Act of 2016”, a bill that provides an
important additional tool for federal prosecu-
tors to combat veterans’ benefits fraud.

| support this legislation, because of the
honorable sacrifices our veterans have made
for us, it is particularly important that we pro-
tect them from fraud and ensure the integrity
of the system of benefits we provide for them.

H.R. 4676 amends the federal criminal code
to declare that any person who knowingly en-
gages in any scheme or artifice to defraud a
veteran of veterans’ benefits, or in connection
with obtaining veteran’s benefits for that vet-
eran, shall be fined, imprisoned not more than
five years, or both.

Currently, there are approximately 21 million
veterans of the United States military living all
across our country.

It is estimated that about 30 percent of all
Vietnam veterans have had post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) and up to 20 percent
of veterans serving in more recent conflicts in
the Middle East are estimated to suffer from
PTSD in a given year.

Given the extreme sacrifice by our veterans
and the hardships many of them continue to
face after their military service, it is our duty to
provide, to the best of our ability, an appro-
priate measure of compensation for them-par-
ticularly for those in need.

For instance, we provide disability payments
to those with service-connected disabilities,
pensions for veterans with limited incomes,
education and training under the Gl Bill, and
also various life insurance benefits.

Over 24,000 veterans reside in my 18th
Congressional District and one of my top prior-
ities is to fight for their benefits and to fight for
the rights of our most patriotic Americans.

Amending title 18, United States Code of
H.R. 4676, provides an additional tool to pre-
vent certain frauds against veterans.

H.R. 4676 will ensure that prosecutors may
bring criminal charges against those who
knowingly defraud a veteran of their benefits
or engage in fraud in connection with obtain-
ing veterans’ benefits.

476,515 veterans are living with PTSD, and
need their benefits to provide the top care for
their disorder; it is criminal that some are left
untreated.

H.R. 4676 will bring justice to our veterans
and shine a light on those who are abusing
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the benefits given to veterans for defending
our country.

Those who defraud veterans and the sys-
tem of veterans’ benefits harm the victims and
diminish resources required to pay the claims
and fund the programs that are needed to
help those who have served their country.

| urge all Members to join me in voting to
pass H.R. 4676.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4676, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
0 1715

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY ACT OF
2016

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1567) to author-
ize a comprehensive, strategic ap-
proach for United States foreign assist-
ance to developing countries to reduce
global poverty and hunger, achieve
food security and improved nutrition,
promote inclusive, sustainable agricul-
tural-led economic growth, improve
nutritional outcomes, especially for
women and children, build resilience
among vulnerable populations, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1567

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global Food
Security Act of 2016™°.

SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY OBJECTIVES;
SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY OBJECTIVES.—It
is in the national security interest of the
United States to promote global food secu-
rity, resilience, and nutrition, consistent
with mnational food security investment
plans, which is reinforced through programs,
activities, and initiatives that—

(1) accelerate inclusive, agricultural-led
economic growth that reduces global pov-
erty, hunger, and malnutrition, particularly
among women and children;

(2) increase the productivity, incomes, and
livelihoods of small-scale producers, espe-
cially women, by working across agricul-
tural value chains, enhancing local capacity
to manage agricultural resources effectively,
and expanding producer access to local and
international markets;

(3) build resilience to food shocks among
vulnerable populations and households while
reducing reliance upon emergency food as-
sistance;

(4) create an enabling environment for ag-
ricultural growth and investment, including
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through the promotion of secure and trans-
parent property rights;

(6) improve the nutritional status of
women and children, with a focus on reduc-
ing child stunting, including through the
promotion of highly nutritious foods, diet di-
versification, and nutritional behaviors that
improve maternal and child health;

(6) align with and leverage broader United
States strategies and investments in trade,
economic growth, science and technology,
agricultural research and extension, mater-
nal and child health, nutrition, and water,
sanitation, and hygiene;

(7) continue to strengthen partnerships be-
tween United States-based universities, in-
cluding land-grant colleges and universities,
and institutions in target countries and com-
munities that build agricultural capacity;
and

(8) ensure the effective use of United
States taxpayer dollars to further these ob-
jectives.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
the Congress that the President, in providing
assistance to implement the Global Food Se-
curity Strategy, should—

(1) coordinate, through a whole-of-govern-
ment approach, the efforts of relevant Fed-
eral departments and agencies to implement
the Global Food Security Strategy;

(2) seek to fully utilize the unique capabili-
ties of each relevant Federal department and
agency while collaborating with and
leveraging the contributions of other Kkey
stakeholders; and

(3) utilize open and streamlined solicita-
tions to allow for the participation of a wide
range of implementing partners through the
most appropriate procurement mechanisms,
which may include grants, contracts, cooper-
ative agreements, and other instruments as
necessary and appropriate.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AGRICULTURE.—The term ‘‘agriculture’’
means crops, livestock, fisheries, and
forestries.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(E) the Committee on Agriculture of the
House of Representatives; and

(F') the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(3) FEED THE FUTURE INNOVATION LABS.—
The term ‘‘Feed the Future Innovation
Labs’” means research partnerships led by
United States universities that advance solu-
tions to reduce global hunger, poverty, and
malnutrition.

(4) FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY.—The
term ‘‘food and nutrition security’” means
access to, and availability, utilization, and
stability of, sufficient food to meet caloric
and nutritional needs for an active and
healthy life.

() GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY STRATEGY.—The
term ‘‘Global Food Security Strategy”
means the strategy developed and imple-
mented pursuant to section 4(a).

(6) KEY STAKEHOLDERS.—The term ‘‘key
stakeholders’” means actors engaged in ef-
forts to advance global food security pro-
grams and objectives, including—

(A) relevant Federal departments
agencies;

(B) national and local governments in tar-
get countries;

and
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(C) other bilateral donors;

(D) international and regional organiza-
tions;

(E) international, regional, and local finan-
cial institutions;

(F) international, regional, and local pri-
vate voluntary, nongovernmental, faith-
based, and civil society organizations;

(G) the private sector, including agri-
businesses and relevant commodities groups;

(H) agricultural producers, including farm-
er organizations, cooperatives, small-scale
producers, and women; and

(I) agricultural research and academic in-
stitutions, including land-grant colleges and
universities and extension services.

(7) LAND-GRANT COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.—The term ‘‘land-grant colleges and
universities’’ has the meaning given such
term in section 1404(13) of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103(13)).

(8) MALNUTRITION.—The term ‘‘malnutri-
tion’”” means poor nutritional status caused
by nutritional deficiency or excess.

(9) RELEVANT FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND
AGENCIES.—The term ‘‘relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies’” means the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Department of Agriculture, the
Department of Commerce, the Department
of State, the Department of the Treasury,
the Millennium Challenge Corporation, the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation,
the Peace Corps, the Office of the United
States Trade Representative, the TUnited
States African Development Foundation, the
United States Geological Survey, and any
other department or agency specified by the
President for purposes of this section.

(10) RESILIENCE.—The term ‘‘resilience”’
means the ability of people, households,
communities, countries, and systems to
mitigate, adapt to, and recover from shocks
and stresses to food security in a manner
that reduces chronic vulnerability and facili-
tates inclusive growth.

(11) SMALL-SCALE PRODUCER.—The term
‘“‘small-scale producer’” means farmers, pas-
toralists, foresters, and fishers that have a
low-asset base and limited resources, includ-
ing land, capital, skills and labor, and, in the
case of farmers, typically farm on fewer than
5 hectares of land.

(12) SUSTAINABLE.—The term ‘‘sustainable”’
means the ability of a target country, com-
munity, implementing partner, or intended
beneficiary to maintain, over time, the pro-
grams authorized and outcomes achieved
pursuant to this Act.

(13) TARGET COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘target
country’ means a developing country that is
selected to participate in agriculture and nu-
trition security programs under the Global
Food Security Strategy pursuant to the se-
lection criteria described in section 4(a)(2),
including criteria such as the potential for
agriculture-led economic growth, govern-
ment commitment to agricultural invest-
ment and policy reform, opportunities for

partnerships and regional synergies, the
level of need, and resource availability.
SEC. 4. COMPREHENSIVE GLOBAL FOOD SECU-

RITY STRATEGY.

(a) STRATEGY.—The President shall coordi-
nate the development and implementation of
a United States whole-of-government strat-
egy to accomplish the policy objectives de-
scribed in section 2(a), which shall—

(1) set specific and measurable goals,
benchmarks, timetables, performance
metrics, and monitoring and evaluation
plans that reflect international best prac-
tices relating to transparency, account-
ability, food and nutrition security, and ag-
riculture-led economic growth, consistent
with the policy objectives described in sec-
tion 2(a);
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(2) establish clear and transparent selec-
tion criteria for target countries and com-
munities;

(3) support and be aligned with country-
owned agriculture, nutrition, and food secu-
rity policy and investment plans developed
with input from key stakeholders, as appro-
priate;

(4) support inclusive agricultural value
chain development, with small-scale pro-
ducers, especially women, gaining greater
access to the inputs, skills, resource manage-
ment capacity, networking, bargaining
power, financing, and market linkages need-
ed to sustain their long-term economic pros-
perity;

(5) support improvement of the nutritional
status of women and children, particularly
during the critical first 1,000-day window
until a child reaches 2 years of age and with
a focus on reducing child stunting, through
nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive
programs, including related water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene programs;

(6) facilitate communication and collabo-
ration, as appropriate, among local stake-
holders in support of a multi-sectoral ap-
proach to food and nutrition security, to in-
clude analysis of the multiple underlying
causes of malnutrition, including lack of ac-
cess to safe drinking water, sanitation, and
hygiene;

(7) support the long-term success of pro-
grams by building the capacity of local orga-
nizations and institutions in target coun-
tries and communities;

(8) integrate resilience and nutrition strat-
egies into food security programs, such that
chronically vulnerable populations are bet-
ter able to build safety nets, secure liveli-
hoods, access markets, and access opportuni-
ties for longer-term economic growth;

(9) develop community and producer resil-
ience to natural disasters, emergencies, and
natural occurrences that adversely impact
agricultural yield;

(10) harness science, technology, and inno-
vation, including the research and extension
activities supported by relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies, including State
partners, and Feed the Future Innovation
Labs;

(11) integrate agricultural development ac-
tivities among food insecure populations liv-
ing in proximity to designated national
parks or wildlife areas into wildlife con-
servation efforts, as necessary and appro-
priate;

(12) leverage resources and expertise
through partnerships with the private sec-
tor, farm organizations, cooperatives, civil
society, faith-based organizations, and agri-
cultural research and academic institutions;

(13) support collaboration, as appropriate,
between United States universities, includ-
ing land-grant colleges and universities, and
public and private institutions in target
countries and communities to promote agri-
cultural development and innovation;

(14) seek to ensure that target countries
and communities respect and promote land
tenure rights of local communities, particu-
larly those of women and small-scale pro-
ducers; and

(15) include criteria and methodologies for
graduating target countries and commu-
nities from assistance provided to implement
the Global Food Security Strategy as such
countries and communities meet the
progress benchmarks identified pursuant to
section 6(b)(4).

(b) COORDINATION.—The President shall co-
ordinate, through a whole-of-government ap-
proach, the efforts of relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies in the implementa-
tion of the Global Food Security Strategy
by—
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(1) establishing monitoring and evaluation
systems, coherence, and coordination across
relevant Federal departments and agencies;
and

(2) establishing platforms for regular con-
sultation and collaboration with key stake-
holders and the appropriate congressional
committees.

(c) STRATEGY SUBMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than October 1,
2016, the President, in consultation with the
head of each relevant Federal department
and agency, shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees the Global Food
Security Strategy required under this sec-
tion that provides a detailed description of
how the United States intends to advance
the objectives set forth in section 2(a) and
the agency-specific plans described in para-
graph (2).

(2) AGENCY-SPECIFIC PLANS.—The Global
Food Security Strategy shall include specific
implementation plans from each relevant
Federal department and agency that de-
scribes—

(A) the anticipated contributions of the de-
partment or agency, including technical, fi-
nancial, and in-kind contributions, to imple-
ment the Global Food Security Strategy;
and

(B) the efforts of the department or agency
to ensure that the activities and programs
carried out pursuant to the strategy are de-
signed to achieve maximum impact and
long-term sustainability.

SEC. 5. ASSISTANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE GLOBAL
FOOD SECURITY STRATEGY.

(a) FOOD SHORTAGES.—The President is au-
thorized to carry out activities pursuant to
section 103, section 103A, title XII of chapter
2 of part I, and chapter 4 of part II of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2151a, 215la-1, 2220a et seq., and 2346 et seq.)
to prevent or address food shortages not-
withstanding any other provision of law.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of State and the Administrator of
the United States Agency for International
Development $1,000,600,000 for fiscal year 2017
to carry out those portions of the Global
Food Security Strategy that relate to the
Department of State and the United States
Agency for International Development, re-
spectively.

(c) MONITORING AND EVALUATION.—The
President shall seek to ensure that assist-
ance to implement the Global Food Security
Strategy is provided under established pa-
rameters for a rigorous accountability sys-
tem to monitor and evaluate progress and
impact of the strategy, including by report-
ing to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees and the public on an annual basis.
SEC. 6. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the submission of the Glob-
al Food Security Strategy, the President
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that describes
the status of the implementation of the
Global Food Security Strategy.

(b) CONTENT.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall—

(1) contain a summary of the Global Food
Security Strategy as an appendix;

(2) identify any substantial changes made
in the Global Food Security Strategy during
the preceding calendar year;

(3) describe the progress made in imple-
menting the Global Food Security Strategy;

(4) identify the indicators used to establish
benchmarks and measure results over time,
as well as the mechanisms for reporting such
results in an open and transparent manner;

(5) describe related strategies and bench-
marks for graduating target countries and
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communities from assistance provided under
the Global Food Security Strategy over
time, including by building resilience, reduc-
ing risk, and enhancing the sustainability of
outcomes from United States investments in
agriculture and nutrition security;

(6) contain a transparent, open, and de-
tailed accounting of expenditures by rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies to
implement the Global Food Security Strat-
egy, including, for each Federal department
and agency, the statutory source of expendi-
tures, amounts expended, implementing
partners, targeted beneficiaries, and activi-
ties supported;

(7) describe how the Global Food Security
Strategy leverages other United States food
security and development assistance pro-
grams on the continuum from emergency
food aid through sustainable, agriculture-led
economic growth;

(8) describe the contributions of the Global
Food Security Strategy to, and assess the
impact of, broader international food and nu-
trition security assistance programs, includ-
ing progress in the promotion of land tenure
rights, creating economic opportunities for
women and small-scale producers, and stimu-
lating agriculture-led economic growth in
target countries and communities;

(9) assess efforts to coordinate United
States international food security and nutri-
tion programs, activities, and initiatives
with key stakeholders;

(10) identify any United States legal or reg-
ulatory impediments that could obstruct the
effective implementation of the program-
ming referred to in paragraphs (7) and (8);

(11) assess United States Government-fa-
cilitated private investment in related sec-
tors and the impact of private sector invest-
ment in target countries and communities;

(12) contain a clear gender analysis of pro-
gramming, to inform project-level activities,
that includes established disaggregated gen-
der indicators to better analyze outcomes for
food productivity, income growth, control of
assets, equity in access to inputs, jobs and
markets, and nutrition; and

(13) incorporate a plan for regularly re-
viewing and updating strategies, partner-
ships, and programs and sharing lessons
learned with a wide range of stakeholders,
including key stakeholders, in an open,
transparent manner.

(¢) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—
The information referred to in subsection (b)
shall be made available on the public website
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development in an open, machine
readable format, in a timely manner.

SEC. 7. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING EF-
FECT OF GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY
STRATEGY ON FOOD AND NUTRI-
TION SECURITY AND EMERGENCY
AND NONEMERGENCY FOOD ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAMS.

(a) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
Global Food Security Strategy or this Act
shall be construed to supersede or otherwise
affect the authority of the relevant Federal
departments and agencies to carry out the
programs specified in subsection (b) in the
manner provided in, and subject to the terms
and conditions of, those programs.

(b) COVERED PROGRAMS.—The programs re-
ferred to in subsection (a) are the following:

(1) The Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1691 et

seq.).
(2) The Food for Progress Act of 1985 (7
U.S.C. 17360).

(3) Section 416(b) of the Agricultural Act of
1949 (7 U.S.C. 1431(b)).

(4) Section 3206 of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (Local and Regional
Food Aid Procurement Program; 7 U.S.C.
1726c).

(5) The Bill Emerson Humanitarian Trust
Act (7T U.S.C. 1736f-1).
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(6) Section 3107 of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (McGovern-
Dole International Food for Education and
Child Nutrition Program; 7 U.S.C. 17360-1).

(7) Any other food and nutrition security
and emergency and nonemergency food as-
sistance programs administered by the De-
partment of Agriculture.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Global Food Secu-
rity Act, H.R. 1567, authorizes a com-
prehensive, strategic approach for U.S.
foreign assistance to developing coun-
tries to reduce poverty and hunger,
achieve food security and improved nu-
trition, promote inclusive, sustainable,
agricultural-led economic growth, im-
prove nutritional outcomes, especially
for women and children, and build re-
silience among vulnerable populations.

At its core, H.R. 1567 establishes a
comprehensive global food security
strategy that includes eight mutually
reinforcing policy objectives and 15
specific goals and actions designed to
develop and implement a whole-of-gov-
ernment strategy.

Essential elements of the strategy in-
clude: benchmarks, timetables, per-
formance metrics, and monitoring and
evaluation plans; clear and transparent
selection criteria for target countries;
support of inclusive value-chain devel-
opment with small-scale producers, es-
pecially women; leverage of resources
and expertise through partnerships
with the private sector, farm organiza-
tions, cooperatives, civil society, faith-
based organizations, and agricultural
research and academic institutions;
harnessing science, technology, and in-
novation from a myriad of sources, in-
cluding the 24 Feed the Future innova-
tion labs; and support for improved nu-
trition for women and children, par-
ticularly during the critical first thou-
sand-day window until a child reaches 2
years of age, and with a focus on reduc-
ing child stunting through nutrition-
specific and nutrition-sensitive pro-
grams, including related water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene programs.

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, there is perhaps
no wiser and radically transformative
investment that we could make in the
human person than to concentrate on
ensuring that sufficient nutrition and
health assistance is given during the
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first thousand days of life, a thousand
days that begins with conception, con-
tinues throughout pregnancy, includes
that milestone event called birth, and
then finishes at roughly the second
birthday of the child.

Children who do not receive adequate
nutrition in utero are far more likely
to experience immune system defi-
ciencies, making opportunistic infec-
tions more debilitating, even fatal, and
a large number of lifelong cognitive
and physical deficiencies, such as
stunting. UNICEF estimates that one
in four children worldwide is stunted
due to lack of adequate nutrition. By
maximizing nutrition during the first
thousand days of life, we help ensure
that the next 25,000 days or more in a
person’s life are far more likely to be
healthier and disease free.

One objective of H.R. 1567 is to grad-
uate individuals and families and com-
munities and nations from food aid de-
pendency to self-sufficiency, leading to
a likely reduction in emergency food
assistance over time. That is both hu-
mane and a responsible stewardship of
taxpayer funds.

By statutorily authorizing this pro-
gram, which had its roots in the Bush
administration and was formalized by
the Obama administration, we are also
statutorily enhancing congressional
oversight by requiring the administra-
tion to report to Congress. Thus, the
bill requires rigorous monitoring, eval-
uation, and congressional oversight of
the global food security strategy, and
it mandates a comprehensive report to
ensure accountability and effective-
ness.

The approach we have taken in the
Global Food Security Act is fiscally
disciplined. There is no additional cost
to the U.S. taxpayer. This would au-
thorize a straight-lining from 2015 and
2016. USAID will be authorized, how-
ever, to do more by more effectively
leveraging our aid with that of other
countries, the private sector, NGOs,
and faith-based organizations, whose
great work on the ground in so many
different countries impacts so many
lives.

As the prime sponsor of H.R. 1567, let
me convey my very special thanks to
the gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
McCoLLUM), the prime Democratic co-
sponsor, for her leadership, for her
friendship, and for her support.

I am deeply grateful to the majority
leader, KEVIN MCCARTHY, and his ex-
traordinary floor director, Kelly Dixon,
for their pivotal support in the last
Congress and this one for the Global
Food Security Act.

I would note parenthetically, if it
passes today, this will be the second
time in 2 years. The clock ran out on
the bill in the Senate during the last
Congress.

I am grateful as well for the strong
and abiding support of the chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, ED
ROYCE, and ranking member, ELIOT
ENGEL. They have been tremendous.
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The Committee on Agriculture chair-
man, MIKE CONAWAY, made several im-
portant policy revisions and has been
personally involved in the drafting of
this bill, so I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY), my
good friend and very distinguished col-
league, for his work on this bill and his
work on Agriculture in general. I
thank him for that leadership. And, of
course, a heartfelt thanks to all the
other original cosponsors: Mr. FORTEN-
BERRY, Ms. BASS, Mr. CRENSHAW, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. REICHERT, Mr. CICILLINE,
Mr. SMITH of Washington, and Mr.
PAULSEN.

Finally, a great big thanks to our
professional staff members, who
worked hard to bring this bill to the
floor: Joan Condon and Doug Anderson
at the Committee on Foreign Affairs;
Scott Graves, Bart Fischer, and JacKkie
Barber at the Committee on Agri-
culture; legislative counsel Mark
Synnes; Jenn Holcomb in BETTY
McCoLLUM’s office; Piero Tozzi from
my subcommittee; and my chief of
staff, Mary Noonan. This is truly a
team effort. This will save lives and en-
hance everyone’s life around the world
who benefits from the program.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this measure, and I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

First, Mr. Speaker, let me thank our
chairman, ED ROYCE, and his staff for
their hard work on the bill and for
bringing it forward. I am a big sup-
porter of this bill, and I think this
again shows our committee bipartisan-
ship at its best.

I also want to thank Congressman
CHRIS SMITH and Congresswoman
BETTY McCoLLUM for authorizing this
legislation, the Global Food Security
Act, H.R. 1567.

Mr. Speaker, nearly 800 million peo-
ple around the world go to bed hungry
on a day-to-day basis. Malnutrition is
responsible for nearly half of all deaths
of children under 5 years old. This is
just unconscionable. We cannot allow
it to continue. Plain and simple, we
need to do more to help people feed
themselves.

Beyond that, we need to get to the
root causes that perpetuate cycles of
poverty, hunger, and instability. This
bill lays out clear priorities for Amer-
ican foreign assistance programs that
reduce global poverty and hunger. We
want to prioritize efforts that accel-
erate agriculture-led economic growth,
enhance food and nutrition security,
build resilience, create an environment
for robust investment and trade, and
advance the range of economic, diplo-
matic, global health, and national se-
curity interests that are tied to food
security.

This bill also authorizes funding for
State Department and USAID initia-
tives, including the administration’s
signature effort of Feed the Future.
This program has already delivered
real results in fighting world hunger,
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poverty, and malnutrition. Since 2010,
Feed the Future has worked with
smallholder farmers in 19 countries to
increase incomes and reduce hunger,
poverty, and undernutrition.

Feed the Future has helped rural
Cambodians start profitable fish farm-
ing businesses, taught Guatemalan
sharecroppers to grow more profitable
crops, and provided educational and na-
tional support to Tanzanian mothers.
There has been real progress in places
like Ghana, which has reduced child-
hood stunting by 33 percent in just 6
years between 2008 and 2014. Incomes in
Honduras increased 55 percent between
2012 and 2014.

This isn’t a pie-in-the-sky notion,
Mr. Speaker. This is an initiative that
we are a part of that is getting real re-
sults for real people. So let’s continue
to support it.

This bill is a real step toward our vi-
sion of a world without global hunger
and malnutrition, and it supports crit-
ical U.S. foreign policy and national se-
curity interests. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CONAWAY), the chairman of the
Committee on Agriculture, who worked
very closely with our committee and
with me and with my staff on the bill
and helped to ensure that it did not
have any unintended negative con-
sequences for the domestic programs
within his committee’s jurisdiction. I
want to thank him again for his great
leadership.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank Mr. SMITH for yielding and
the other colleagues for the work they
have done on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1567, the Global Food Security
Act of 2016. With the world population
rapidly increasing, particularly in
some of the most impoverished and
food-insecure regions, it is of critical
importance that the United States
maintain its position as the world lead-
er in the effort to alleviate global hun-
ger and enhance food security.

The agricultural community is proud
to have long played a crucial role in
this effort. We are eager to continue
doing our part. As chairman of the
House Committee on Agriculture, I
vow to ensure that the expertise of the
agriculture community is fully lever-
aged in the global food security efforts
that are moving forward.

To fulfill that promise, I have worked
closely with the Committee on Foreign
Affairs to ensure that the bill before us
today capitalizes on the wealth of
knowledge and expertise within the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and
amongst agricultural businesses, com-
modity groups, agricultural producers,
agricultural research institutions, land
grant colleges and universities, and the
agricultural extension system.

Beyond requiring collaboration with
key agricultural stakeholders, the bill
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will also improve the monitoring and
reporting of the various programs and
funds counted toward the success of
the current Feed the Future initiative.
USAID has been very vocal in its ef-
forts to reduce and/or eliminate in-
kind food assistance, yet it lauds the
use of these very programs in selling
the success of Feed the Future. It is
my hope that the enhanced reporting
accountability within the global food
security strategy will ensure that all
food aid programs and means of deliv-
ery are appropriately recognized for
the role that they play in the strat-
egy’s success.

Further, to ensure that this legisla-
tion does not provide USAID with un-
intended opportunity to overhaul time-
tested food aid programs, the bill con-
tains carefully crafted language pro-
tecting the funds and the authorities of
these existing programs. As I have
pointed out time and again, any
changes should be explored in the con-
text of future farm bill discussions.

I greatly appreciate Congressman
SMITH’S open-minded approach to
achieving common ground on this leg-
islation as well as the cooperation and
support from the various agricultural
organizations, commodity groups, and
nongovernmental organizations, such
as the ONE Campaign, who have been
engaged in this process. I look forward
to maintaining and building upon these
positive relations as we move forward
and carefully monitor the implementa-
tion of this strategy. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is now
my pleasure to yield 5 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
McCoLLUM), one of the authors of this
bill and someone who has worked so
long on issues like these for so many,
many years. A lot of this is really a re-
sult of her hard work through the
years.
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Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise in strong support for the Global
Food Security Act, H.R. 1567. I want to
especially thank Congressman CHRIS
SMITH for being a real, true partner on
this bill and for his work to advance
global food security, which we both
care about so very deeply.

This bill is an important bill with a
goal everyone should support: helping
hardworking farmers grow the food
they need to feed and support their
families. As we have already heard, in
the world’s poorest countries, nearly
800 million people are chronically hun-
gry or malnourished, and more than 150
million children under the age of 5 are
stunted.

No parent should have to watch their
child suffer or even die because they
don’t have access to the nutritious food
they need to survive. For children who
somehow do survive, the lasting dam-
age of not having access to healthy
food means that a child will not grow
physically and mentally the way that
they should, especially during the first
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thousand days, and any damage that is
done is permanent.

According to the World Bank, stunt-
ing ‘“‘means a child has failed to de-
velop in full, and it is essentially irre-
versible, which means that the child
will have little hope of achieving
[their] full potential.”

As a global community, we know
that chronic malnutrition severely
limits a child’s ability to grow, to
learn, and to thrive. But it is not just
harmful for that child or the family, it
undermines the development of an en-
tire community and perpetuates the
cycle of poverty. And all of this is com-
pletely preventable.

Working with small holder farmers,
especially women, Feed the Future is
helping to provide the tools, resources,
education, and training these farmers
need to grow their way out of poverty
and to improve nutrition and create
new economic opportunities.

I have been fortunate enough to see
the work USAID is doing around the
globe and to hear directly from women
farmers about the difference it has
made for themselves and their families.
A mother can now feed her family bet-
ter food, pay her children’s school fees,
invest in her community, and become
an entrepreneur herself.

These are success stories that happen
when the United States makes smart
investments in global food security.
These are the successes that we must
continue if we want to strengthen fam-
ilies, communities, and, yes, even our
own national security.

Feed the Future does not work alone.
It is partnering with private sector
businesses, civil society, and univer-
sities. Bringing these sectors together
with their specialized knowledge and
expertise is not only good for that
farmer or local processor, but it builds
new, stable markets in these commu-
nities.

Minnesota-based businesses Land
O’Lakes, General Mills, and Cargill are
already working with Feed the Future.
General Mills CEO Ken Powell said,
“And we are hungry to help the farmer
in Malawi who, by selling her crop, will
generate the money needed to support
her family and pay for her children to
go to school.”

Well, that truly sums it up. This is
what this legislation is all about: em-
powering women farmers to support
and care for their families.

Once again, I want to thank Con-
gressman CHRIS SMITH for being a great
partner on this journey. I would like to
thank Chairman ROYCE and Ranking
Member ENGEL for helping to move
this legislation forward, along with
Congresswoman BASS.

I also want to thank the staff—Piero,
Jenn, Janice, and Joan—for all the
work that they did to help get this bill
to the floor today.

In December 2014, this House passed a
similar version of this bill by a voice
vote, but the Senate failed to act. So
today, once again, I urge my colleagues
to support the Global Food Security
Act.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. YOHO), a member of the For-
eign Affairs Committee.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, for
bringing this bill up today.

I rise in support of the Global Food
Security Act, H.R. 1567. This bill re-
flects almost 2 years of work between
the Agriculture Committee and the
Foreign Affairs Committee, both of
which I serve on.

This legislation is an important step
in getting back to regular order and
properly authorizing a program—which
has essentially been on autopilot for
the last 7 years—before funds are ap-
propriated.

An important program such as this
needs to be reexamined by Congress
and duly authorized so that changes
that need to be made can be made and
to stop the terrible pattern of just ap-
propriating money for programs be-
cause the reauthorization is too dif-
ficult to work out.

The legislation demonstrates that
this body is doing what we were sent up
here to do: make the tough decisions
and stop the cycle of throwing good
money after bad.

H.R. 1567 authorizes previously unau-
thorized money that is no higher than
what has been appropriated in the last
2 fiscal years.

Furthermore, through the hard work
of both the Agriculture and Foreign Af-
fairs Committees, we have been able to
eliminate duplicative spending and
waste, strengthen congressional over-
sight while instituting no new spend-
ing, and most importantly, begin
weaning these nations off of U.S. for-
eign aid by including the private sec-
tor, promoting economic growth, and
opening markets for U.S. trade and in-
vestment instead of just aid.

I think it is time to change our para-
digm of giving aid to foreign govern-
ments and move from aid to trade.
That way, we wean off the structure we
have done in the past.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
1567 and show the rest of the world that
Congress is doing what it was meant
to: making the hard choices through
negotiating and crafting legislation
and programs that will not irrespon-
sibly waste taxpayer money and will
encourage the best results that will
wean countries off of U.S. aid and onto
U.S. trade.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as you have heard from
all our colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, this is a good bill that deserves
to be supported by everyone in the
House.

Ending global hunger and malnutri-
tion is an enormous challenge. There
are nearly 800 million people facing
chronic hunger and 3.1 million child
malnutrition deaths each year. Let me
just say that again because it is shock-
ing. There are 3.1 million child mal-
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nutrition deaths each year. These are
deaths of innocent children that we can
save. They are dying if we do nothing.

So we must do more to achieve food
and nutrition security. This bill is a
step in the right direction, and I urge
all my colleagues to support it.

I once again thank Chairman ROYCE,
Mr. SMITH, and Ms. McCoLLUM for their
hard work on this issue, and I urge,
again, my colleagues to support this
legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I want to thank Mr. ENGEL for his
very kind remarks and for his strong
support for this legislation. This has
been a great partnership with BETTY
McCoLLuM, and I know it will con-
tinue. Both of us—and others, of
course—are totally committed to end-
ing chronic hunger and providing self-
sufficiency in countries where it is a
matter of just conveying best practices
and increasing the capabilities of peo-
ple and their roads and bridges. It’s all
very much integrated. So I want to
thank her for her leadership on this
very important piece of legislation.

Again, it bears saying over and over
again that half of all deaths in children
under 5 are attributable to undernutri-
tion. Of course, for the others who die,
very often, malnutrition is a compli-
cating factor and it allows, as I said
earlier, opportunistic diseases to take
hold and to cause havoc, if not death,
to that child.

There are 161 million children stunt-
ed worldwide. I was actually in the
Central American country of Guate-
mala when they signed up for the First
Thousand Days of Life. The new Presi-
dent has indicated when he was here
that it is a very, very important part
of his program.

We see it all over Africa and Asia. If
nutrition is provided, it does mitigate
disease. It does, for many, mean that
they have a chance at life and that
their immune systems are bolstered to
the point where they can resist mul-
tiple attacks of various diseases and
then get into adolescence and, of
course, into adulthood.

This is transformative. It is bipar-
tisan. I also think it bears repeating
for my colleagues that this bill has
been a long time in the making. As
BETTY McCoLLUM said earlier, we
passed it last Congress. And I guess, as
I said earlier, the clock did run out. We
did not get it up for a vote in the Sen-
ate. God willing, this time it will be
different.

We have had a dozen committee hear-
ings. I have held many of them myself
in my Subcommittee on Africa, Global
Health, and Global Human Rights. It
has been a multi-year effort and a
great deal of due diligence and vetting
has gone into the language. We worked,
as I said earlier, very closely with
Chairman MIKE CONAWAY, and he had
very, very important contributions to
make. So this has been a great collabo-
rative effort of our staff and members
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of the Foreign Affairs, Appropriations,
and the Agriculture Committees.

I urge Members to support this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H.R. 1567, the Global Food Se-
curity Act of 2015. As the world’s population
has increased the demand for food has grown
with it. Amidst a volatile oil market and im-
pacts from extreme weather on major food-ex-
porting industries due to climate change, food
prices have risen with the burden falling heav-
ily on underdeveloped nations and their citi-
zens. The pressure is on our chamber to en-
sure that we live in a world where food avail-
ability, regardless of droughts and transpor-
tation costs, is not an option but a right.

Feed the Future, a U.S. Government Initia-
tive, works hand-in-hand with partner countries
to develop agriculture sectors that help do-
mestic economies as well as the individuals in
these places suffering from food shortages.
The advanced approach by Feed the Future
works to solve the issue by addressing many
of the concerns that face these countries. Em-
powering women, embracing innovation be-
tween private sector and civil society, sup-
porting food security, and creating cost-effec-
tive results that lead to sustainability for these
partner countries are just some of the goals of
the Feed the Future program.

The Global Food Security Act of 2015 builds
off this initiative by making it permanent and
committing the United States to a solution re-
garding the growing food shortage epidemic.
The Act improves upon existing practices to
ensure that U.S. taxpayer dollars are effec-
tively apportioned while not adding to the debt.
It also requires the Administration to develop
a comprehensive strategy to combat food in-
security, malnutrition, and hunger and report it
to Congress on a yearly basis.

| would like to close by saying that | am
proud of our chamber for coming together to
ensure that the United States plays a key role
in combatting one of the largest develop-
mental issues in the 21st century. | also want
to thank my colleagues for understanding the
importance of a comprehensive approach that
recognizes and promotes the involvement of
women in agriculture while also promoting a
sustainable future for our partner countries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1567, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 40 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JOLLY) at 6 o’clock and 31
minutes p.m.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 1567, by the yeas and nays; and

H.R. 4676, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

—————

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY ACT OF
2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1567) to authorize a com-
prehensive, strategic approach for
United States foreign assistance to de-
veloping countries to reduce global
poverty and hunger, achieve food secu-
rity and improved nutrition, promote
inclusive, sustainable agricultural-led
economic growth, improve nutritional
outcomes, especially for women and
children, build resilience among vul-
nerable populations, and for other pur-
poses, as amended, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 370, nays 33,
not voting 30, as follows:

[Roll No. 139]

YEAS—370

Abraham Brady (PA) Collins (NY)
Adams Brady (TX) Comstock
Aderholt Brooks (IN) Conaway
Aguilar Brownley (CA) Connolly
Amodei Buchanan Conyers
Ashford Bucshon Cook
Babin Bustos Cooper
Barletta Butterfield Costello (PA)
Barr Byrne Courtney
Barton Calvert Cramer
Bass Capuano Crawford
Beatty Cardenas Crenshaw
Becerra Carney Cuellar
Benishek Carson (IN) Cummings
Bera Carter (TX) Curbelo (FL)
Beyer Cartwright Davis (CA)
Bilirakis Castor (FL) Davis, Danny
Bishop (GA) Chabot Davis, Rodney
Bishop (MI) Chaffetz Delaney
Bishop (UT) Chu, Judy DeLauro
Black Cicilline DelBene
Blackburn Clark (MA) Denham
Blum Clarke (NY) Dent
Blumenauer Clawson (FL) DeSantis
Bonamici Clay DeSaulnier
Bost Clyburn DesJarlais
Boustany Coffman Diaz-Balart
Boyle, Brendan Cohen Dingell

F. Cole Doggett
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Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Ellison
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel

Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Goodlatte
Gowdy
Graham
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn

Hanna
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Higgins

Hill

Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Israel

Issa

Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jolly

Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer

Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
Kuster
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lance

Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
Nunes
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Pitts
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell
Roby
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Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Russell
Ryan (OH)
Salmon
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tipton
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yarmuth
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin
Zinke
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NAYS—33
Allen Gohmert Mullin
Amash Graves (GA) Palmer
Brat Griffith Price, Tom
Brooks (AL) Grothman Ratcliffe
Burgess Hice, Jody B. Sanford
Carter (GA) Jones Scott, Austin
Collins (GA) Labrador Sensenbrenner
Culberson Lamborn Stutzman
Duncan (TN) Loudermilk Weber (TX)
Farenthold Massie Westmoreland
Fleming McClintock Woodall
NOT VOTING—30
Bridenstine Deutch Katko
Brown (FL) Dold Lieu, Ted
Buck Edwards Lummis
Capps Fattah Meng
Castro (TX) Fincher Pearce
Cleaver Frankel (FL) Perlmutter
Costa Gosar Roskam
Crowley Grayson Smith (WA)
DeFazio Grijalva Tiberi
DeGette Gutiérrez Whitfield
O 1851

Messrs. JODY B. HICE of Georgia,
GROTHMAN, CARTER of Georgia,
CULBERSON, AUSTIN SCOTT of Geor-
gia, WEBER of Texas, and
FARENTHOLD changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’” to ‘‘nay.”’

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 139,
| was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “Yes.”

PREVENTING CRIMES AGAINST
VETERANS ACT OF 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4676) to amend title 18,
United States Code, to provide an addi-
tional tool to prevent certain frauds
against veterans, and for other pur-
poses, as amended, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 411, nays 0,
not voting 22, as follows:

[Roll No. 140]

YEAS—411
Abraham Beyer Brooks (AL)
Adams Bilirakis Brooks (IN)
Aderholt Bishop (GA) Brown (FL)
Aguilar Bishop (MI) Brownley (CA)
Allen Bishop (UT) Buchanan
Amash Black Bucshon
Amodei Blackburn Burgess
Ashford Blum Bustos
Babin Blumenauer Butterfield
Barletta Bonamici Byrne
Barr Bost Calvert
Barton Boustany Capps
Bass Boyle, Brendan Capuano
Beatty F. Cardenas
Becerra Brady (PA) Carney
Benishek Brady (TX) Carson (IN)
Bera Brat Carter (GA)

Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clawson (FL)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cook
Cooper
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
Dayvis, Rodney
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellison
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Engel

Eshoo

Esty
Farenthold
Farr
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gibbs
Gibson
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gowdy
Graham
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn

Hanna
Hardy
Harper

Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Israel
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Massie
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley

McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
Nunes
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Pingree
Pittenger
Pitts
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (NC)
Price, Tom
Quigley
Rangel
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Russell
Ryan (OH)
Salmon
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
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Sewell (AL) Tiberi Wasserman
Sherman Tipton Schultz
Shimkus Titus Waters, Maxine
Shuster Tonko Watson Coleman
Simpson Torres Weber (TX)
Sinema Trott Webster (FL)
Sires Tsongas Welch
Slaughter Turner Wenstrup
Smith (MO) Upton ges’tﬁerma{‘ a
Smith (NE) Valadao Wit
Smith (NJ) Van Hollen Williams
Smith (TX) Vargas Wilson (FL)
Speier. Veasey Wilson (SC)
Stefanik velé‘l Wittman
Stewart Velazquez Womack
Stivers Visclosky Woodall
Stutzman Wagner Yarmuth
Swalwell (CA) Walberg Yoder
Takai Walden Yoho
Takano Walker Young (AK)
Thompson (CA) Walorski Young (IA)
Thompson (MS)  walters, Mimi Young (IN)
Thompson (PA) Walz Zeldin
Thornberry Zinke

NOT VOTING—22
Bridenstine Fattah Lieu, Ted
Buck Fincher Lummis
Castro (TX) Frankel (FL) Meng
Costa Gosar Pearce
Crowley Grayson Peterson
DeFazio Grl)ﬁlva Smith (WA)
Deutch Gutierrez
Edwards Katko

O 1858

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my
vote was not recorded today. Had | been
present, | would have voted as follows: Roll-
call No. 139: “Aye”; and rollcall No. 140:
“Aye.”

O 1900

ENSURING PATIENT ACCESS AND
EFFECTIVE DRUG ENFORCEMENT
ACT OF 2016

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (S. 483) to improve
enforcement efforts related to prescrip-
tion drug diversion and abuse, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HiLL). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 483

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Ensuring
Patient Access and Effective Drug Enforce-
ment Act of 2016”°.

SEC. 2. REGISTRATION PROCESS UNDER CON-
TROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) FACTORS AS MAY BE RELEVANT TO AND
CONSISTENT WITH THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND
SAFETY.—Section 303 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 823) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

““(j) In this section, the phrase ‘factors as
may be relevant to and consistent with the
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public health and safety’ means factors that
are relevant to and consistent with the find-
ings contained in section 101.”.

(2) IMMINENT DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH
OR SAFETY.—Section 304(d) of the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 824(d)) is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking ‘“(d) The Attorney General’’
and inserting ‘‘(d)(1) The Attorney General’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) In this subsection, the phrase ‘immi-
nent danger to the public health or safety’
means that, due to the failure of the reg-
istrant to maintain effective controls
against diversion or otherwise comply with
the obligations of a registrant under this
title or title III, there is a substantial likeli-
hood of an immediate threat that death, se-
rious bodily harm, or abuse of a controlled
substance will occur in the absence of an im-
mediate suspension of the registration.”.

(b) OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT CORRECTIVE
ACTION PLAN PRIOR TO REVOCATION OR SUS-
PENSION.—Subsection (c) of section 304 of the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 824) is
amended—

(1) by striking the last three sentences;

(2) by striking ‘‘(c) Before” and inserting
“(e)(1) Before’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) An order to show cause under para-
graph (1) shall—

““(A) contain a statement of the basis for
the denial, revocation, or suspension, includ-
ing specific citations to any laws or regula-
tions alleged to be violated by the applicant
or registrant;

‘(B) direct the applicant or registrant to
appear before the Attorney General at a time
and place stated in the order, but not less
than 30 days after the date of receipt of the
order; and

‘(C) notify the applicant or registrant of
the opportunity to submit a corrective ac-
tion plan on or before the date of appear-
ance.

‘“(3) Upon review of any corrective action
plan submitted by an applicant or registrant
pursuant to paragraph (2), the Attorney Gen-
eral shall determine whether denial, revoca-
tion, or suspension proceedings should be
discontinued, or deferred for the purposes of
modification, amendment, or clarification to
such plan.

‘“(4) Proceedings to deny, revoke, or sus-
pend shall be conducted pursuant to this sec-
tion in accordance with subchapter II of
chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code. Such
proceedings shall be independent of, and not
in lieu of, criminal prosecutions or other
proceedings under this title or any other law
of the United States.

‘“(6) The requirements of this subsection
shall not apply to the issuance of an imme-
diate suspension order under subsection
(@).”.

SEC. 3. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
acting through the Commissioner of Food
and Drugs, the Administrator of the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration, the Director of the Agency
for Healthcare Research and Quality, and the
Director of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration and in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, shall submit a report to the
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives, the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate, and the Committee on Health, Edu-
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cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate
identifying—

(1) obstacles to legitimate patient access
to controlled substances;

(2) issues with diversion of controlled sub-
stances;

(3) how collaboration between Federal,
State, local, and tribal law enforcement
agencies and the pharmaceutical industry
can benefit patients and prevent diversion
and abuse of controlled substances;

(4) the availability of medical education,
training opportunities, and comprehensive
clinical guidance for pain management and
opioid prescribing, and any gaps that should
be addressed;

(5) beneficial enhancements to State pre-
scription drug monitoring programs, includ-
ing enhancements to require comprehensive
prescriber input and to expand access to the
programs for appropriate authorized users;
and

(6) steps to improve reporting require-
ments so that the public and Congress have
more information regarding prescription
opioids, such as the volume and formulation
of prescription opioids prescribed annually,
the dispensing of such prescription opioids,
and outliers and trends within large data
sets.

(b) CONSULTATION.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall incorporate feedback and
recommendations from the following:

(1) Patient groups.

(2) Pharmacies.

(3) Drug manufacturers.

(4) Common or contract carriers and ware-
housemen.

(5) Hospitals, physicians, and other health
care providers.

(6) State attorneys general.

(7) Federal, State, local, and tribal law en-
forcement agencies.

(8) Health insurance providers and entities
that provide pharmacy benefit management
services on behalf of a health insurance pro-
vider.

(9) Wholesale drug distributors.

(10) Veterinarians.

(11) Professional medical societies and
boards.

(12) State and local public health authori-
ties.

(13) Health services research organizations.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

———

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE NA-
TIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE AND THE NA-
TIONAL HONOR GUARD AND PIPE
BAND EXHIBITION

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure be discharged from further
consideration of House Concurrent Res-
olution 117, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. Con. REs. 117

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring),
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SECTION 1. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR
NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary
shall be permitted to sponsor a public event,
the 35th Annual National Peace Officers Me-
morial Service (in this resolution referred to
as the ‘“Memorial Service’’), on the Capitol
Grounds, in order to honor the law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of duty
during 2015.

(b) DATE OF MEMORIAL SERVICE.—The Me-
morial Service shall be held on May 15, 2016,
or on such other date as the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Rules and Administration of the Senate
jointly designate, with preparation for the
event to begin on May 11, 2016.

SEC. 2. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR NA-
TIONAL HONOR GUARD AND PIPE
BAND EXHIBITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary
shall be permitted to sponsor a public event,
the National Honor Guard and Pipe Band Ex-
hibition (in this resolution referred to as the
“Exhibition’’), on the Capitol Grounds, in
order to allow law enforcement representa-
tives to exhibit their ability to demonstrate
Honor Guard programs and provide for a bag-
pipe exhibition.

(b) DATE OF EXHIBITION.—The exhibition
shall be held on May 14, 2016, or on such
other date as the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Rules
and Administration of the Senate jointly
designate.

SEC. 3. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sors of the Memorial Service and Exhibition
shall assume full responsibility for all ex-
penses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the events.

SEC. 4. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsors referred to in sec-
tion 3(b) are authorized to erect upon the
Capitol Grounds such stage, sound amplifi-
cation devices, and other related structures
and equipment, as may be required for the
Memorial Service and Exhibition.

SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the
events.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE 3RD
ANNUAL FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS
CONGRESSIONAL FLAG PRESEN-
TATION CEREMONY

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure be discharged from further
consideration of House Concurrent Res-
olution 120, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.
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The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 120

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR
FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS CONGRES-
SIONAL FLAG PRESENTATION CERE-
MONY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Congressional Fire
Services Institute and the National Fallen
Firefighters Foundation (in this resolution
referred to jointly as the ‘‘sponsor’’) shall be
permitted to sponsor a public event, the 3rd
Annual Fallen Firefighters Congressional
Flag Presentation Ceremony (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘event’’), on the Cap-
itol Grounds in order to honor the fire-
fighters who died in the line of duty in 2015.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on September 28, 2016, or on such other
date as the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Rules
and Administration of the Senate jointly
designate.

SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event.

SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage,
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event.

SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make
such additional arrangements as may be re-
quired to carry out the event.

SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b),
the Capitol Police Board shall provide for en-
forcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event.

(b) USE oOF FIRE EQUIPMENT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Cap-
itol Police Board may allow the sponsor, as
part of the event, to use traditional, hand-
held fire equipment, such as axes and Pu-
laski tools, and any other fire equipment
that the Board determines can be used in a
safe manner and will not cause damage to
the Capitol Grounds or harm to any indi-
vidual.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER FOR AN EVENT
TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAY
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA I

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on House Administra-
tion be discharged from further consid-
eration of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 115, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 115

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR
EVENT TO CELEBRATE BIRTHDAY
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA 1.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be
used for an event on May 22, 2016, to cele-
brate the birthday of King Kamehameha I.

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations
for the conduct of the ceremony described in
subsection (a) shall be carried out in accord-
ance with such conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Architect of the Capitol.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING JUSTIN AND
STEPHANIE SHULTS

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise with a heavy heart along
with my friends, Congressman COOPER
and Congressman BARR, to offer our
sincere condolences to the family of
Justin and Stephanie Shults, two of
the Americans who were killed by rad-
ical Islamic terrorists in the March 22
Brussels attack.

These cowardly attacks targeted in-
nocent bystanders like Justin and
Stephanie. This is not the first time
the First Congressional District of
Tennessee has experienced tragedy in
this manner, as Sergeant Frederick
Greene was Killed at Fort Hood, Texas,
in the 2009 attack.

Justin Shults grew up in Gatlinburg,
Tennessee, where he was the valedic-
torian of Gatlinburg-Pittman High. He
graduated from Vanderbilt University
and received his MBA from the Owen
School of Management, where he met
Stephanie, his beautiful wife. They
shared their love of adventure, which
took them to Belgium for work.
Justin’s mom, Sheila, was a single
mom who worked hard to provide for
three children. They are a loving,
Christian family who ended each con-
versation by saying, ‘I love you,” and
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those were the last words that Justin’s
mom said to him.

I can only imagine the grief that ac-
companies losing your child in such a
sudden and violent manner, and we all
join in offering Justin and Stephanie’s
families our prayers and deepest sym-
pathy.

The family wants to thank those who
have called them from around the
world to offer their condolences. In-
deed, we extend our condolences to all
families who lost loved ones.

————
PAYING TRIBUTE TO THREE
YOUNG PEOPLE WHO LOST

THEIR LIVES TO TERRORISM

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, America
and the Owen School of Management of
Vanderbilt University suffered three
devastating losses just during the
month of March.

The Shults family, which has already
been mentioned, were a model Amer-
ican couple, but the first victim of ter-
rorism with ties to Owen School of
Management was Taylor Force, a
young man who was raised in Lubbock,
Texas, went to a military academy in
New Mexico, was an Eagle Scout, and
then attended and graduated from West
Point Academy, served in the TU.S.
Army, did two tours in the Middle
East, emerged as a captain, and then
chose the Owen School of Management
at Vanderbilt for his business edu-
cation.

The young man was on a school trip
to Tel Aviv in Israel, and he was mur-
dered in a random Kknife attack by a
terrorist. It is hard to think of a sadder
end for a great and promising young
life.

The young Shults couple—my col-
league Mr. ROE from Tennessee has al-
ready mentioned them—outstanding
young people, probably no finer couple
ever, and a couple with a sense of ad-
venture. They went skydiving, they
ran with the bulls in Pamplona, they
saw the Eiffel Tower, and then as they
were saying good-bye to her mother at
the airport, were killed in the terrorist
attack.

So let us pay tribute to these three
outstanding young people. Let’s use
their lives as models, and let’s not be
daunted by terrorism. We have to meet
and beat this threat.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN HONOR
OF JUSTIN AND STEPHANIE
SHULTS

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, thank you
to my colleagues, Congressman ROE
and Congressman COOPER, for joining
me in remembering our constituents,
Stephanie and Justin Shults, two
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promising young lives tragically cut
short in the barbaric terrorist attacks
on March 22 in Brussels, Belgium.

Stephanie Moore Shults was born and
raised in Lexington, Kentucky. She
was a graduate of Bryan Station High
School and of Transylvania University
in Lexington. We will never forget this
daughter of Kentucky, her love of her
family and her husband, and her sense
of adventure, as she lived and worked
in Europe.

We will never forget the anguish felt
by Stephanie and Justin’s families as
they searched for their children in the
aftermath of the attack; we will never
forget their grief when they learned
what happened; and we will never for-
get the ideology of evil and religious
intolerance that is responsible for tak-
ing these two innocent Americans from
us.

If the terrorists’ objective was to un-
dermine our country’s will to fight ex-
tremism or to compel us to surrender
our liberty to their oppressive, totali-
tarian vision of the world, then it has
failed. The terrorists’ cowardly act
only invigorates our Nation’s resolve
to overcome and defeat this evil.

As we continue to pray for these fam-
ilies, I would like to ask Congressman
ROE and Congressman COOPER to join
me and for all of my colleagues to
stand and please join us in a moment of
silence and prayer to honor these
young American people.

———
RECOGNIZING  FLORIDA STATE
UNIVERSITY’S RESEARCH ON

THE ZIKA VIRUS

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to recognize Florida State Univer-
sity for the important research they
are conducting into the deadly Zika
virus. In coordination with Johns Hop-
kins and Emory Universities, Florida
State researchers have made crucial
breakthroughs that will be useful in
slowing or preventing the virus from
spreading.

As you know, Zika has wreaked
havoc across South America, and it
poses a great threat to our country, es-
pecially to my home State of Florida.
There have already been more than 80
Zika cases reported in Florida, and as
summer approaches, the situation will
likely worsen.

We can’t wait any longer. It is time
to put politics aside and for Congress
to do its job. We must fully fund re-
search, prevention, and response efforts
to fight this deadly virus before it
spreads.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
COLLINS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor the life and legacy of a
dear friend, John Collins.
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John was a man of unwavering cour-
age and dedication to our community
and our country. At a very young age,
John answered the patriotic call to
join our proud Marine Corps, where he
served for 23 years. During that time,
John fought in the Korean war and was
promoted on the battlefield from ser-
geant to lieutenant.

In 1971, after retiring from the mili-
tary as a major, John moved to Flor-
ida, where he began another successful
career with the Miami-Dade Police De-
partment, where he served 26 years.

John was dedicated to his wife, Mary,
a good friend with whom he celebrated
50 years of marriage this past Sep-
tember, and he loved their three sons
and seven grandsons, three of whom
continue John’s legacy of service in
our military.

John Collins stayed engaged in good
causes in our community, joining the
Veterans Committee in his hometown
of Miami Lakes. May God bless and
keep John Collins in his bosom and
may his memory live forever in the
hearts of those he knew. Semper fi, mi
amigo.

——————

TODAY WE MARK EQUAL PAY DAY

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today
we mark Equal Pay Day, the day when
women’s wages finally catch up to
what men were paid in the previous

year.
Mr. Speaker, it is unconscionable
that in the United States today,

women earn on average 79 cents for
every dollar that a man makes. For
women of color, this gap is even wider,
61 cents for African American women
and 55 cents for Latinas.

This pay gap is harming working
families in every State, particularly
harmful to the two-thirds of families
where women are the primary bread-
winners. Lower paychecks mean less
money for groceries, less money for
rent, less money for child care or other
necessities. Mr. Speaker, this has to
change.

I am proud to be an original cospon-
sor of the Paycheck Fairness Act,
which would make it easier for women
to win pay discrimination cases and
harder for companies to justify unequal
salaries. I urge Republican leaders to
bring this bill to the floor for a vote.

0 1915

CONGRATULATING VILLANOVA
UNIVERSITY WILDCATS

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the 2016 NCAA
Men’s Basketball National Champions,
the Villanova University Wildcats.
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As head coach Jay Wright is fond of
saying, Villanova basketball can be de-
fined in one word: attitude. I might say
it is an infectious attitude. Over the
course of a magical 3-week run in the
NCAA  tournament, the Wildcats
showed why. It was a run that cul-
minated in one of, if not the greatest
championship games in NCAA men’s
basketball history. It was a game that
featured two intensely competitive
teams, two of basketball’s most tal-
ented coaches, and an ending for the
ages.

Junior Kris Jenkins’ championship-
winning buzzer beater is the sort of
moment that, for millions of Kkids
across this country practicing in the
driveways or at their neighborhood
parks, dreams are made of.

Villanova’s program has a long and
storied history of success, both on the
court and off, and in the classroom. It
is a tradition of humility, grace, and
integrity that our entire region can be
proud of. Villanova is not a large
school, but it has built a world-class
basketball program deeply rooted in its
values.

I congratulate National Coach of the
Year Jay Wright, his players and their
families, and the entire Villanova com-
munity on their victory.

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to talk about my youngest
daughter’s future and the future of
young women across America.

My daughter, Alina, will be grad-
uating high school next month and
building a career very soon. My eldest
daughter will be graduating with her
master’s degree next month. Ten days
later, she will be giving birth to her
first child.

The point I am making is that
women across America make 79 cents
for every dollar that a man makes for
doing the same work. Minority women
suffer most when Congress is inactive
about making the proper changes to
create inequity in our country. Minor-
ity women earn as little as 55 on the
dollar when they perform the same
work that a man does.

I pose this question to my colleagues:
When we act to close the pay gap, who
does this hurt?

And the answer is simple: No one is
hurt. America benefits.

I am proud to support the Paycheck
Fairness Act, along with 193 members
of the House Democratic Caucus, and I
look forward to working with the rest
of my colleagues in the House so we
can work to implement it in the San
Fernando Valley and across the United
States of America. Let’s work together
to correct this inequity.
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150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PENNSYLVANIA FISH AND BOAT
COMMISSION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission, or the PFBC, on their
150th anniversary.

The PFBC was founded on March 30,
1866, following a convention in Harris-
burg that was held to investigate water
pollution caused by the effect logging
in the Commonwealth was having on
mountain lakes and streams. The dis-
cussion at that meeting prompted the
current Governor, Andrew Curtin, to
sign a law naming James Worrall as
the State’s first Commissioner of Fish-
eries, creating what would become the
Nation’s second oldest fish or wildlife
agency.

Since its founding 150 years ago, the
PFBC has grown to employ more than
400 people and operates on an annual
budget of nearly $60 million funded by
anglers and boaters through license
and registration fees, among other
methods. The PFBC is responsible for
policing 86,000 miles of Pennsylvania
streams, nearly 4,000 lakes, more than
60 miles of Lake Erie’s shoreline, and
around 400,000 acres of wetlands.

As an avid fisherman, I am proud of
the work done by the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission in keeping
our lakes and streams healthy.

———

FUNDS FOR ZIKA VIRUS
RESEARCH

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, at
the beginning of March, I held a brief-
ing in Houston with leaders of the
health community and our research
community on the Zika virus. At that
time, we had at least one case diag-
nosed in the city of Houston.

Since that time, we have watched the
Centers for Disease Control travel to
Puerto Rico, and we have seen the po-
tential for a Zika epidemic in the
United States, first starting in Florida
and Texas. There are conditions in our
particular area that are susceptible to
the transmission of the Zika virus.
Today, the Centers for Disease Control
has indicated it may be more dan-
gerous than we ever would have ex-
pected.

Over 2 months ago, I believe, the
President submitted to Congress a re-
quest for $1.9 billion in an emergency
supplemental. All of my constituents
in the health profession are begging for
this supplemental to be passed.

Yesterday I sent out a statement
asking for the Speaker and the major-
ity leader to bring the supplemental to
the floor. It is an emergency.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Having gone through a number of
epidemics in our community and in
this Nation, it is time that we put the
American people’s interests first. It is
now the time, Mr. Speaker, to pass the
emergency supplemental and save
lives.

———
SOUTHWEST BORDER SECURITY

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
highlight the connection between drug
and human trafficking at the south-
west border, where Mexican -cartels
control both. Last week I traveled to
Texas and New Mexico to learn more
about this connection.

The President’s disregard of our im-
migration laws is encouraging people
to risk their lives to enter the United
States, enriching the same cartels that
smuggle deadly heroin. Last year in
New Hampshire, my home State, more
than 400 Granite Staters died of a her-
oin or opiate overdose. There were
nearly 50,000 in the United States last
year.

That number is, unfortunately,
trending upward, despite the best ef-
forts of law enforcement. Border Patrol
agents report that cartels are forcing
illegal immigrants to carry heroin in
exchange for protection. Sanctuary cit-
ies serve as way stations in this drug
trade.

A secure border is a humane border.
The Southwest Border Security Threat
Assessment Act would compel Home-
land Security to develop a better plan.
Border agents need more support, as do
police, across New Hampshire and this
country, working to keep drugs off of
our streets. Enforcing interior immi-
gration laws would be an excellent first
step.

—————
EQUAL PAY DAY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on
Equal Pay Day to call for action to
close that persistent wage gap that oc-
curs in the workplace to the detriment
of women.

My grandmother worked all of her
life. I would see her leave in the morn-
ing and go to the bus stop. She worked
at a convalescent home where she
made 3 meals a day for 170 people. She
worked 6 days a week. On Saturday,
she would make an extra meal so they
could serve it on Sunday. On Sunday,
she would take off work and go to
church.

When my grandmother could no
longer stand on her feet, she retired.
She retired on Social Security, which
was $484 a month—just enough to live
at my mom’s home in her retirement.
She had no savings and no pension. One
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of the reasons is because, even though
women work very hard in this country,
they don’t get paid what their counter-
parts—the males—do. And so women
are twice as likely to retire in poverty.

When women succeed, America suc-
ceeds. And that is why I am a proud
sponsor of the Paycheck Fairness Act.

——
EQUAL PAY ACT

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, in 1963,
the Equal Pay Act was signed into law,
making it illegal for an employer to
pay women less than a man for the
same work. Yet the reality is today,
over 50 years later, women are still
making less than men. This is unac-
ceptable and something which we all
have a stake in fixing.

Here in the House, we are working on
putting forward new ideas and solu-
tions to empower women to fight for
equal pay. We must also continue to
encourage young girls to enter STEM
and other higher-paying fields and to
make sure they know they can be
whatever they want to be.

Lastly, we must do a better job rec-
ognizing that caring for aging parents
or children is a responsibility for
women and men in our society.

Mr. Speaker, I have been fighting my
whole life for women’s rights and
equality. I know we still have work to
do, and I am committed to making
equal opportunity for women a reality.
After all, this is America, where we
pick the best man for the job, even if it
is a woman. And that means making
sure she is getting paid what she de-
serves.

——
CONGRATULATING RIBAULT HIGH
SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL
TEAM

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to congratulate the Ribault High
School girls basketball team. Yes, the
Ribault High School Trojans basket-
ball team defeated Riverdale Baptist at
Madison Square Garden to bring home
to Jacksonville the Dick’s Sporting
Goods High School National Champion-
ship trophy.

Beyond a doubt, the Ribault High
School girls basketball team is a pow-
erhouse in the State of Florida and
across the Nation. Given that the team
has won 10 previous State titles and
has been ranked as high as ninth in the
country, they are a force to be reck-
oned with.

This outstanding achievement is tre-
mendously exciting for the entire
Jacksonville community, and I am
proud to say once again that, on behalf
of the constituents of Florida’s Fifth
Congressional District, I hereby honor
the Ribault Trojans girls basketball
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team for their 11th State championship
and this year’s national title game in
New York City’s Madison Square Gar-
den.

Go, Lady Trojans, go.

————

ACKNOWLEDGING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF JOHN CAVANAUGH

(Mrs. COMSTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to acknowledge the achieve-
ments of an individual who has shown
his dedication to the future of our Na-
tion through educating our youth.

John Cavanaugh attended George-
town University, where he received his
Bachelor of Science in language and
linguistics. He began his teaching ca-
reer at Georgetown Preparatory School
in 1973, and shortly thereafter moved
to the Congressional Schools of Vir-
ginia in 1976. He has shown an exem-
plary commitment to teaching over
what has now become a 40-year career.

Over the years, Mr. Cavanaugh has
taught Spanish, Latin, German,
Italian, English as a second language,
geography, world history, American
history, and government to thousands
of students. Currently concentrating
on Latin and history, he has shown the
same dedication to his students since
the first day he walked into the class-
room 40 years ago. His knowledge of
American history is legendary, and he
instills in his students a strong desire
to learn, while also encouraging them
to explore their own talents.

His hard work and passion for edu-
cation has led him to his peers nomi-
nating him for the Washington Post’s
Teacher of the Year Award. He has
been described as an ‘‘icon’ and ‘‘shep-
herd” by colleagues and students alike.
His unwavering commitment to help-
ing students thrive has been dem-
onstrated through his early morning
review sessions and his advisory role to
the Yearbook Club and National Junior
Honor Society.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like
to acknowledge Mr. Cavanaugh for his
achievements over these 40 years, and 1
wish him the best going forward. I ask
my colleagues to join me in thanking
him for touching so many lives as a
first-class educator and for his dedica-
tion to our youth.

LEGISLATION TARGETING
TRANSGENDER PEOPLE

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the hateful and
discriminatory legislation targeting
transgender people that is sweeping
through State legislatures.

Right now, there is anti-transgender
legislation pending before legislatures
in Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Mis-
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souri, South Carolina, Washington, and
Tennessee.

Tomorrow, Tennessee lawmakers will
vote in committee on House Bill 2414, a
bill that would require students to go
into gender-specific bathrooms that
match the gender on their birth certifi-
cate. Yet, Tennessee is one of the few
States that does not allow a
transgender person to change their
birth certificate. It is ultimately a
lose-lose for transgender people.

This bill would cause very real emo-
tional harm and put transgender young
people in physical danger if they are
required to use gender-inappropriate
restrooms and locker rooms. These
anti-transgender bills in the States are
rooted in fear, animus, and deeply mis-
guided notions about who transgender
people are.

I speak today as a Member of Con-
gress and as a proud grandfather of a
granddaughter who is transgender.
These laws do not make us safer. These
laws stoke misguided fears. They di-
vide us. We must stand up to these laws
and promote our values.

————
[ 1930

MASTERS WEEK 2016

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, the first
full week of April, since the 1930s,
America and the world get a peek at
the world-famous Augusta National
Golf Course for Masters Week.

Spectators gather in Augusta, Geor-
gia, or join family and friends around
the television to watch the world’s
most talented golfers compete for the
highly coveted green jacket; and for 1
week each year, the world gets a
glimpse into Georgia 12 and the won-
derful people who live and work there,
the district I have the great honor of
representing.

From the pimento cheese sandwiches
to the perfectly-manicured grounds,
the rich tradition that encompasses
the Masters is truly something special.
The course, the creation of the great
Bobby Jones, has seen the likes of Ar-
nold Palmer, Byron Nelson, Jack
Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, and spectators
from all walks of life, making it a liv-
ing history in the game. Jordan Spieth
has been a great champion and made a
historic effort to repeat as its cham-
pion.

Congratulations to this year’s win-
ner, Danny Willett, on his victory and
the newest addition to his wardrobe, as
well as a big thank-you to the members
of the Augusta National Golf Club and
all those who worked tirelessly to put
the tournament on, which means so
much to our district.

It was my privilege to welcome all
people from around the globe to the
world’s greatest sporting event, as we
now count down the days until Masters
2017.
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HONORING COMMANDER KRISTINA
DELL’ORCO, UNITED STATES
COAST GUARD

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the career of Com-
mander Kristina Dell’Orco and her
service in the United States Coast
Guard.

Kristina graduated from the United
States Coast Guard Academy and was
selected to attend Naval flight train-
ing, where she trained to pilot fixed-
wing aircraft. Kristina earned her
wings in 1999 and received the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution award,
given annually to the Coast Guard
graduate with the highest grades.
Kristina would go on to win many
more awards, including the Coast
Guard Commendation Medal and three
Coast Guard Achievement Medals.

Along with these individual awards,
Kristina has trained hundreds of cadets
in annual flight instruction as a senior
company officer.

I serve with Kristina in the Coast
Guard Auxiliary and can truly say she
is dedicated to her service and this
great Nation. It is an honor to recog-
nize Kristina for all she has done for
the Coast Guard and this country, and
I wish her a happy retirement.

———

CARING FOR THOSE BATTLING
ALS

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it
is estimated that over 30,000 Americans
are living with the progressive
neurodegenerative disease and condi-
tion ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s Disease, at
any time. That includes dozens in my
Pennsylvania district, including Frank
Mongiello and former Naval Officer
Matthew Bellina.

For those impacted by this disease,
the toll is extraordinary, not only on
their own well-being, but on their fam-
ily and their finances. Thankfully for
Matt and Frank, individuals like Jim
Worthington and members of the New-
town Athletic Club have stepped up to
offer emotional support and raised
more than $200,000 for their cause.

While these actions show the com-
mendable efforts of one community,
there is more that can be done on their
behalf here in Washington. Next week,
I will join Matt and Frank in the Na-
tion’s Capital to urge not only for es-
sential ALS funding, but for access to
experimental drugs. The bipartisan
Right to Try Act would remove the
barriers to these trial-stage medica-
tions for those with a terminal disease
like ALS.

The compassion of our communities
and the long-term benefits of research
must not prevent us from taking every
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single step possible in the here and now
to care for those battling ALS.

———
116TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE
FORCE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, just the
other day, April 1, marked the 116th
birthday and anniversary of the United
States Submarine Force. This is the
date the U.S. Government accepted the
USS Holland, which is SS-1, into the
U.S. Navy, again, in 1900.

This was pointed out by a good friend
and a great patriot and veteran of the
Submarine Forces, Jim Gibson of Red-
ding, California, who has served on sev-
eral different submarines and is a main
organizer of the USS Cuttlefish, a vet-
erans submarine group that does many
events up in northern California. He
pointed that out to me, and I want to
acknowledge, again, the great work of
our veterans of those subs and what
they mean for the security of our Na-
tion.

So happy 116th to the United States
Submarine fleet.

———

A TALE OF TWO CITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the subject of my Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, this is the tale of two cities—
not the tale about the cities, but about
two examples of America’s great em-
barrassment and failure to treat a
brain disease called mental illness, es-
pecially serious mental illness. It is
also a tale of Congress’ repeated failure
to address this.

Despite the cries of millions of Amer-
icans to do something about it, what
we here in Washington tend to do when
we hear of another tragedy that has oc-
curred somewhere in the Nation, the
tragedies we know by the names of
Sandy Hook Elementary School, or
Columbine, or Awurora, Colorado, or
Tucson, or Santa Barbara, what Wash-
ington tends to do is we have a mo-
ment of silence. But the people want
and Members of Congress want mo-
ments of action, not moments of si-
lence.
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Let me elaborate on this tale. In this
building, the U.S. Capitol, back in the
1990s, two police officers were killed
when Russell Weston came into the
Capitol seeking a red crystal and ended
up shooting these police officers. Under
his diagnosis of paranoid schizo-
phrenia, he was pushed, with his delu-
sions and hallucinations, to take ac-
tion. It ended up in tragedy.

There was also recently, over the
break, another man, Larry Russell
Dawson, who has been seen around this
Capitol and has once, allegedly, dis-
rupted proceedings in this Chamber
and, allegedly, also suffers from some
level of mental illness. When he was
entering the Capitol Visitor Center, a
pistol was seen going through the x-
ray. When he grabbed that pistol, po-
lice officers shot and wounded him.

First of all, it is amazing to me that
people did not die. We know that the
entrance to the Capitol Visitor Center
is a highly secure environment with
many, many Capitol Police officers.
These brave men and women who put
themselves between danger and Mem-
bers of Congress and the public showed
tremendous restraint and judgment at
that moment.

I might add that, many times, when
a mentally ill person has a conflict, a
violent conflict with a police officer,
where they may be reaching into their
jacket or may be pointing a pistol or
approaching a police officer with a
knife, it is estimated between a quarter
and a half of those mentally ill people
involved in a police encounter end up
dead. That is a few hundred each year.

Though that is the tale in Wash-
ington, D.C., why are we dealing with
mental illness as a violent threat in-
stead of in treatment? We deal with it
because, in this Nation, sadly, when
someone with mental illness has
reached that level or they become vio-
lent, we call the police.

The rules are, which we will look at
tonight: prevent people from getting
treatment; we do not have enough pro-
viders; we don’t have enough places to
put people, so we call the police.

Now, I should start off by saying the
mentally ill are no more likely to be
violent than the non-mentally ill; ex-
cept when you look at those with seri-
ous mental illness such as schizo-
phrenia, bipolar, and other illnesses
such as that, they are 16 times more
likely to engage in an act of violence
than someone who is in treatment.

Again, a person who is seriously men-
tally ill and not in treatment is 16
times more likely to engage in an act
of violence than someone who is in
treatment.

On the West Coast, in Seattle, an-
other tragedy was brewing. A man
named Cody Miller climbed a tree, a
giant sequoia tree in downtown Se-
attle, and it created something of a
furor.

First, I want to read parts of an arti-
cle that appeared in The New York
Times on March 29 that describe this to
show you how out of touch we are as a
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society when dealing with mental ill-
ness.

It said: ‘“‘For more than 24 hours last
week, Cody Lee Miller perched in a
giant sequoia in downtown Seattle,
pelting people and cars with pine cones
and tearing off branches.”

Investigators were investigating how
much it would cost, using some ‘‘com-
plicated formula that goes far beyond
the value of natural beauty,” the arti-
cle said.

““A Seattle tree expert . . . said Mr.
MILLER caused $7,800 in damage, ac-
cording to court documents released
this week. Investigators took into ac-
count the tree’s age, its potential life
span and how much of its lush foliage
was denuded.

“The formula, created by profes-
sional foresters, goes like this. The
trunk is 34 inches in diameter at breast
height, an investigator’s report said.
The tree has a ‘95 percent species rat-
ing,” a ‘100 percent condition rating’
and a 100 ‘percent location rating’ . . .
The sequoia’s pre-damage value was
put at $561,700. But after Mr. MILLER’S
arboreal escapade, the tree lost 15 per-
cent of its value, the documents show,
and is now worth only $43,900 . . .‘The
damage to the tree was extensive,’” the
report said.

“Mr. MILLER was charged on Monday
with first-degree malicious mischief
and third-degree assault. He was also
ordered to stay away from the tree by
observing ‘no unwanted contact’’—I
repeat, by observing ‘no unwanted
contact’” with the tree.

Now, the story goes on to describe
trees and sequoias, but not until the
very end of the article it mentions Mr.
MILLER’s mother, Lisa Gossett. She
said that she had not talked to her son
for some 5 years. She saw it on the
news and she barely recognized him.

See, what was happening is Lisa
Gossett and her daughter sat in their
Alaska home watching this clip of the
man perched in the tree. With their
hearts broken, with tears streaming
down their faces, Lisa and her daughter
soon came to realize they were watch-
ing their son and their brother become
the latest Internet mockery of a men-
tally ill person.

You see, when Cody Lee Miller
climbed this 80-foot tree and sat there
for 25 hours, he was sporting a bushy
beard and ragged clothes, and most
Americans were amused by this and
they called it #manintree. It was an
international viral story overnight.
But this was no joke; this was no
prank. This was the culmination of un-
treated mental illness that, once again,
our society turned into a joke.

And we wonder why there is a stig-
ma, when newspapers like The New
York Times write a mocking story like
that towards a man who has a disease.
Would they have written an article like
that if it was about someone with can-
cer or diabetes or AIDS or any other
disease? My guess is no. But somehow,
in our society, it is okay to mock a
person who is suffering from schizo-
phrenia.
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When he was younger, he was clean-
cut and rambunctious, loving and
happy. Those are the words his friends
used to describe him. At a young age,
he was diagnosed with attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder; however, other
than excess energy, like any child, he
didn’t sport any behavioral issues. But
then, 6 years ago, his mother began to
notice an unusual shift in her son’s be-
havior as he grew increasingly para-
noid.

Let me note here that serious mental
illness, about 50 percent of the time,
emerges by age 14, and 75 percent of the
time by age 24. It is very, very difficult
to predict; although, we have now indi-
cated some 108 genetic markers of
schizophrenia and bipolar illness. Still,
the issue is many parents have a loving

and caring child, then something
changes.

O 1945
His behavior changed when Lisa

would find knives stored under her
son’s pillow. And when confronting
Cody about her discovery, he would
simply respond: It is just to keep us
safe.

As time passed on, Cody’s mental in-
stability progressed. He refused to
enter certain stores downtown. When
making an exception, Cody would cover
his face with a hood, convinced people
were constantly staring at him.

Following this enhanced paranoia
came the emergence of night terrors
and constant crying and shouting for
his mother during the night. Cody
would shriek in fear of the ‘‘evil pres-
ence’’ surrounding him.

This worrisome behavior continued
to escalate as Cody spiraled out of con-
trol. He could be found walking down
the street in high socks and clown
glasses spreading deer bones on the
road.

He hit a man with a flat tire and
began to have dreams of Kkilling his
grandmother, going so far as setting
her wood shop on fire. At that point,
his grandmother said she could no
longer handle him and sent him out.

He was caught in the revolving door
of the United States’ embarrassing and
shamefully broken mental health sys-
tem. He was constantly shuffled be-
tween homelessness and incarceration.

Lisa pleaded for others to help her
son and appealed to the Alaska’s Gov-
ernor’s office, mental health eval-
uators, and probation office for assist-
ance.

But despite her efforts, Lisa’s at-
tempts to get her son proper treatment
seemed hopeless due to the bureau-
cratic morass that is our mental health
care system, which is not really a sys-
tem at all.

She was sidelined from helping her
son due to the inefficient system and
forced to sit by and watch as Cody
eroded over time.

We pretend in our own deluded state
that all the seriously mentally ill are
fully aware of their symptoms and wel-
come treatment. The fact is many
don’t.
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Forty percent of individuals with
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder
don’t even recognize that the delusions
and hallucinations are not real. This is
a medical condition called
anosognosia.

Anosognosia is also something you
see in people with dementia or Alz-
heimer’s or stroke. It is very real. The
person is not aware of their own prob-
lem.

But somehow we come up with this
anthropomorphism which says, well,
they can decide for themselves. They
cannot decide for themselves when
they don’t even know who they are,
that they exist, or what planet they
are on.

They see things differently. They
hear things differently. They smell
things differently. They encode infor-
mation differently into their brain.
They process it and recall it dif-
ferently. So for us to say that they just
don’t want treatment is a fool’s errand
on our part.

Can you imagine if we said that,
again, to someone with cancer? ‘“You
don’t understand your disease.” Dia-
betic? “We are going to dismiss you.”

What if a person clutched his chest in
a heart attack and laid unconscious in
the street? Would we tell that person
“We are not going to help you until
you wake up and tell us to treat you’’?

Worse yet, will we say to that person
“We are not going to treat you until
you are an imminent danger of killing
yourself or killing someone else’’? No.
But that is what we do with the men-
tally ill.

The Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee’s Oversight and Investigations Sub-
committee that I chair had a couple-
year study paving the way for my bill,
the Helping Families in Mental Health
Crisis Act.

With 187 cosponsors from both sides
of the aisle, my bipartisan measure ad-
dresses the shortage of psychiatric
beds, clarifies HIPAA privacy laws so
families can be allowed to have some
compassionate communication and be
part of frontline care, and it helps pa-
tients get treatment well before their
illness spirals into crisis.

My legislation has been endorsed by
dozens of publications and newspapers,
including The Washington Post, The
Seattle Times, The San Francisco
Chronicle, The Wall Street Journal,
and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Each day I hear from countless fami-
lies from across the country that we
are experiencing a mental health cri-
sis, and they are counting on our ef-
forts to bring positive changes to the
mental health system. We cannot let
these families down. Lives are depend-
ing upon it. We cannot wish this away,
and denial is not a treatment.

But let me tell you what Americans
have to say about this because, as we
are dealing with this issue, Americans
are wondering why Congress is not act-
ing. Why is Congress being so passive?
Why aren’t we doing what we need to
do?
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I want to tell you about a story that
I posted on my Facebook page and this
picture that I posted as well.

This is Cody Lee Miller in court.
Look at his hair. Look at his beard.
This is a man that obviously has not
been taking care of himself.

He is in shackles on his ankles and
his wrists, chained at his waist, and led
by two police officers wearing their
purple gloves so they are not at risk of
infection while a judge sits in the
background. This is a man who was di-
agnosed with schizophrenia being
treated like a criminal.

Now, I wrote on my post this:
“Friends, you really can’t make this
stuff up.”

A man who is diagnosed with para-
noid schizophrenia, #ManInTree, ‘‘who
desperately needs psychiatric care is
brought in shackles before a judge be-
cause he has been charged with first-
degree malicious mischief and third-de-
gree assault. What was the outcome?
The judge ordered him to stay away
from the tree, but he first needs to
make his $50,000 bail.

““‘Just look at this picture and tell me
our mental health system isn’t a mess.
It is unbelievable. Recall that for 24
hours last week, Cody Lee Miller re-
mained atop a giant sequoia tree in
downtown Seattle. Since that time,
there has been a greater outpouring of
concern over the tree than the plight of
this young man who is so clearly in the
throes of a psychotic break.”

I make reference here to that article
from The New York Times being far
more concerned about the tree than a
human being.

I wrote further: ‘“‘He is ordered to
have ‘no unwanted contact’ with a se-
quoia, yet no concern about getting
him into treatment. Such a sad indict-
ment against an abusive system that
would order no contact with a tree, yet
remains silent on getting the mentally
ill into care.

“Cody’s mom talks about his down-
ward spiral and has made it her mis-
sion to be a voice for families who des-
perately want to help their loved ones
but are blocked by Federal and State
laws that make it impossible to help
mentally ill family members. Mean-
while, Congress is still stalling my
Helping Families in Mental Health Cri-
sis Act, H.R. 2646.”

This posting must have hit a nerve.
Members of Congress follow Facebook
pages and Twitter, and we have our so-
cial media. Many times when we post
something we may hear from a few
thousand people. As of a few minutes
ago, this posting has led to 1.8 million
hits on my Facebook.

What is also compelling is, as sad as
this story is about this man treated
like a prisoner, like a common crimi-
nal, instead of getting treatment, are
the heart-wrenching comments made
by the families. I want to read some of
them to you. These are people from
around the world, really, who have
commented on what is happening here.

Holly Huntley Perron wrote: ‘I agree
with Cody’s mom. The real culprits are
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the State and Federal laws that pre-
vent loved ones being able to help fam-
ily members in trouble.”

By that I reference laws which say
that, unless you are in imminent dan-
ger of killing yourself or someone else,
no one is going to force you into treat-
ment or laws that say, if this person
says that they don’t want help, you
can’t make them get help, or if the per-
son in the midst of a delusion says:
Don’t tell my mother or my father be-
cause they are a part of the CIA or
they are a Martian and they are plant-
ing thoughts in my brain, the doctors
cannot tell the family members when
is the next appointment, what is the
medication, what is the diagnosis, and
how should they treat him. They may
say to take him home when the family
says: What should I do?

We have heard of cases where the
doctor says: We can’t tell you because
he doesn’t want us to. But the family
says: But I am taking him home. What
should I do? We can’t tell you.

One family member has said to the
doctors: Let’s just have a supposition.
Just pretend that there was a case
where someone with schizophrenia is
going to my house. What should I do?
And they say: We are not going to tell
you.

These go on to happen where family
members may be in court pleading in
tears with the judge: Tell me where my
son is. Tell me where my daughter is.
Where is my father? My mother? My
brother? My sister? Tell me so I can do
something with them.

A caseworker may be sitting in the
courtroom knowing full well where the
person is and knowing there are prob-
lems, but they say: I can’t tell you.

Because we believe their delusions
are a reality, that they somehow have
a right to be sick instead of a right to
be well.

James Sobczak wrote: ‘“My guess is
that he will get some mental health
services in jail. Evaluate him and see if
they can petition him to a psychiatric
hospital. This is a process.”

Here is the problem. When we take
the mentally ill people into jail, 80 per-
cent of them get no treatment. Eighty
percent of people taken to jail get no
treatment.

And of those in jail, 40 to 60 percent
of those in jail have some level of men-
tal illness and many are severely men-
tally ill. What happens instead is a per-
son is 10 times more likely to be in jail
than in a hospital if they are mentally
ill.

Once there, they don’t get treatment.
They oftentimes are subjected to abuse
by other prisoners. They may get in
fights with prison guards and then
charged with another crime.

Because of all these problems, a per-
son with mental illness tends to serve
a sentence four times longer for the
same crime than a person without
mental illness. When you discharge
them, they don’t get treatment. So
they get involved in this revolving
door.
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But why? Why, in heaven’s name, is
jail the right place to send someone
with a brain disease? Why is it that
Congress doesn’t wake up?

Instead of passing so many silly bills
all the time, we are willing to let peo-
ple continue to die, by the way, at a
rate of about 10 people an hour.

Last year in the United States 41,000
deaths by suicide, 45,000-plus deaths by
drug overdose, somewhere between 200
and 500 deaths of a mentally ill person
confronting a police officer.

Thousands—and we don’t even know
accurately how many—are people who
are homeless and die. One person in
Los Angeles died every day who was
homeless. And about 200,000 of these
homeless people are severely mentally
ill people.

But we have gotten ourselves accus-
tomed to stepping over them, to ignor-
ing them, and to treating them as an
invisible class that doesn’t exist and
somehow saying that that is what they
want to be when they are not even
aware. We think it is comfortable for
them to live in filth and squalor.

If you add the numbers up, the total
number of mentally ill who died last
year in this country, it is probably well
over 85,000, maybe 100,000, maybe
120,000.

I might add that even that lowest
number is far greater than the total
United States’ combat deaths in the
entire Korean war and Vietnam war
combined for the length of those wars.

In 1 year in America, that is how
many died, and what we do here is we
throw them in jail or, quite frankly,
many of them die in jail as well.

Another comment. Jim Holden
wrote: ‘“The ‘system’ is the problem.
We can’t help these people because
‘personal choice’ is championed over
their health and well-being. People on
the streets need to be a danger to
themselves or others before we can
offer much-needed help. As a social
worker I have always found this frus-
trating.”

Another woman, Jilly Aliska White,
writes: ‘““‘My brother-in-law was just ar-
rested for doing something during a
psychotic break from his textbook
schizophrenia. My husband’s mom
thinks he is finally going to get the
help he needs now that he is in the sys-
tem. Yeah. Right. He is not going to be
any better off. They don’t give a rat’s
when they can just shuffle him through
the corrections system. It breaks my
heart to explain this to them but look
at the track record of them ‘helping.’”

Deb Smith writes:

Unfortunately, our jails and juvenile cen-
ters have become mental health facilities.
While a person has mental health problems,
they also may commit crimes for which they
can be arrested and held. This is a very dif-
ficult and often a very dangerous situation
for everyone involved. It is never as simple
as get them treatment, nor is it as simple as
just set them free if they commit a crime.
The judge has to look at all sides, including
the safety of both sides, but for the indi-
vidual and the citizens in the community
and what risk the person may have of further
harm to himself or others if released.
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Cindy Irvin writes: ‘“There is still a
shame and embarrassment about men-
tal illness that totally we don’t under-
stand. And then you have the people
who believe that mental illness is a
myth. Until these attitudes change—
probably by some respected celebrity
having a psychotic break—mental
health care will stay in the shadows.”

Beverly Di Mele wrote: ‘“The problem
is the mentally ill have rights, and if
they choose not to seek treatment,
they have that right. The treatment
given to them prior to 1970s was forced
and inhumane. They were locked up for
decades, medicated, isolated, and re-
strained. This doesn’t happen much
anymore, thank God. They had proce-
dures done on them like prefrontal
lobotomies and were subjected to shock
therapy. It was cruel and unusual
treatment for humans that didn’t hap-
pen to see the world as ‘normal’ people
did. How would you like to see this
treatment forced on your parent, child,
or loved one?”’

I agree with most of that. We don’t
want those treatments again, except,
when she writes ‘“This doesn’t happen
much anymore, thank God,” she is
wrong. We should never allow again to
bring back our asylums with its hor-
rendous treatment.

But we have gone from a time of
550,000 psychiatric hospital beds in this
country in the 1950s to less than 48,000
now. In the 1950s, the population of the
United States was 150 million. Now it
exceeds 316 million.

There are about 10 million people
with severe mental illness, and 40 per-
cent of them—4 million or so—don’t
have any treatment. And what happens
to them is they go to jail.

When we closed these asylums, peo-
ple didn’t all of a sudden get better.
Some got better because of medication.
But we traded that psychiatric hospital
bed for the prison cell. We traded that
psychiatric hospital bed for the emer-
gency room gurney when a person is
given a five-point tie-down and seda-
tion.

We traded that psychiatric hospital
bed for the streets and subway grates
for the homeless, and we traded that
psych bed for the county morgue where
many of them die as paupers waiting to
be claimed.

Lori Welander writes: ‘I suffer from
major depression and had to do 10 days
in jail. While there, they refused to
give me my antidepressant medica-
tions. This seems to be the norm in my
county’s jail. It is pretty sad. This man
needs people who care about humanity,
not to be treated like this.”

Rhoda Robinson Brown writes: ‘“How
about when our addicts beg the judges
for treatment and get put into prison
for years? Most think at least when
they are in prison they won’t be able to
use drugs. Ask any addict that has
been in county prison how easy it is to
still get drugs. You will have people
say they don’t want their tax money
paying for an addict’s treatment. Don’t
they realize it costs more to keep them
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in prison for years? Our justice system
is so broken.”
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Indeed, a study done in Arkansas for
their legislature found that it cost 20
times more to put a person with men-
tal illness in jail than in an outpatient
treatment—20 times more.

Listen to this one. Sylvia Blanchard
writes:

As the mother of a bipolar son, my heart
goes out to his family because there is no
hurt that hurts as much as watching some-
one you love have this happen in their own
life. My son passed away 3 years ago, and I
still ache. I have a child who is in the same
situation. He needs mental help, then he
needs to get treatment to deal with issues in
his life that he ignores and uses drugs to
hide from it. In and out of jail almost each
week. Nothing a parent can do when it’s an
adult child. So sad for our system. All States
need to look at what Ohio Governor did with
his State to turn mental health and drug
abuse around.

Heidi Meyer writes:

This all stems from a bigger problem in
that there are too few beds in mental health
facilities for children. There is nowhere to
get help for them when they’re young and it
just leads to messed up adults.

This is a problem caused by the Fed-
eral Government. I told you that we
have too few psychiatric beds. One of
the biggest culprits of that is Medicaid.
For people who are low-income be-
tween the ages of 22 and 64, if you have
a psychiatric problem—I can’t make
this nonsense up, it is true—a person
cannot go to a private psychiatric hos-
pital with more than 16 beds.

So where do they go?

They put them in an emergency
room, they put them in a general hos-
pital psych bed, thinking they are
going to save money.

But here is what happens. If a person
is in a psychiatric hospital bed, it costs
about $500 a day. If they go to an emer-
gency room, it could be $3,000 or $4,000
a day. If they go to a general hospital
psych unit, it could be $1,000, $1,200,
$1,400 a day.

The State of Missouri actually did a
study on this and found it saved 40 per-
cent of Medicaid dollars by allowing
people to go where the care is to a psy-
chiatric hospital to understand that
medications can work.

I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER) on this issue of medi-
cations to elaborate on this. BUDDY
CARTER from the First District of Geor-
gia, from Savannah, Georgia, knows
well what medications can do when
properly prescribed and properly fol-
lowed to help treat someone.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman has
stated, this is a serious problem. This
is a problem that I have dealt with as
a professional pharmacist for many
years. I have dealt with it in my retail
setting in my pharmacies, as well as a
consultant pharmacist in a long-term
care facility in skilled nursing homes. I
have seen the advances that we have
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made in medicine over the years. I
have seen us go from only having the
original antipsychotics, Haldol, which
was always accompanied by a prescrip-
tion for Cogentin to mask the side ef-
fects that the Haldol was going to
have. I have seen the evolution of the
atypical antipsychotics, which, while
they do have some side effects them-
selves, are nowhere near the side ef-
fects that the original antipsychotics
had.

I do thank the gentleman for bring-
ing this important issue to light, and I
do have a few comments that I would
like to make.

First of all, medication plays a major
role in the treatment for many mental
illnesses. With the growing burden of
mental disorders worldwide, phar-
macists are ideally positioned to play a
greater role in supporting people with
a mental illness. There is a growing
amount of evidence to show that phar-
macist-delivered services in mental
health care help address the barriers
that are hurdles for the broader mental
healthcare team.

Pharmacists have three roles they
can play in helping our country address
the mental health crisis.

First, pharmacists can play a major
role in the multi-disciplinary teams
addressing health care and can support
early detection of mental illness. With
more pharmacists coming out of school
with greater clinical experience, phar-
macists can work in new roles, such as
in case conferencing or collaborative
drug therapy management.

These new roles would also benefit
from increased pharmacist involve-
ment, such as the early detection of
mental health conditions, development
of healthcare plans, and follow-up of
people with mental health problems.

Secondly, pharmacists can play a
role in supporting quality use of medi-
cines and medication review, strategies
to improve medication adherence and
antipsychotic polypharmacy, and
shared decision making.

Pharmacists would have a large im-
pact regarding medication review serv-
ices and other pharmacist-led interven-
tions designed to reduce inappropriate
use of psychotropic medicines and im-
prove medication adherence.

Finally, pharmacists can help ad-
dress barriers surrounding the imple-
mentation of mental health pharmacy
services with a focus on organizational
culture and mental health stigma.

Over the years, the relation between
the pharmacist and the physician has
become more collaborative and cooper-
ative. With this new relationship, phar-
macists can work with physicians to
develop strategies to change the atti-
tudes and stigma surrounding mental
health.

As my colleague from Pennsylvania,
Representative MURPHY, continues to
fight for this cause, I hope he will con-
sider me and the profession of phar-
macy as a friend and collaborator so we
can fight to end the mental health cri-
sis in this country.
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Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman for yielding me this time and
for bringing this most important sub-
ject to light.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
comments and his dedication to this
issue.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER), who
has been absolutely steadfast in his
compassion and caring for this. Also, it
shows a bipartisan nature of our legis-
lation. He has been instrumental in
helping me understand other aspects of
this. We made a number of modifica-
tions to this bill and will continue to
work on these issues together, so I
thank my friend.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Mr. MURPHY. I appreciate his
courtesy in permitting me to speak
with him this evening.

The Sun is setting on our Nation’s
Capitol. Many of our colleagues have
returned to Washington, D.C. They are
at dinner, they are with their families,
they are meeting with their constitu-
ents. I appreciate his being here on the
floor this evening to highlight a crit-
ical area that he has been so com-
mitted to and has worked on so hard
because it is something that each and
every American needs to address and
needs to focus on because we are all in
this together.

I will say that earlier in my career as
a child State legislator, I was part of
the deinstitutionalization movement.
It made a lot of sense. As my friend has
said, we have had over a half million
institutional beds. Some of the condi-
tions were not what they should have
been. Some of the treatment certainly
is nothing that we would accept today.

The notion of allowing people to be
helped in a deinstitutionalized setting
made sense for a lot of people. It is sad
to say we didn’t do a good job of imple-
menting it. The institutionalization
worked if we were there supporting the
people who were deinstitutionalized
with medication, with counseling, and
with housing. And sadly, when we hit
some choppy waters economically in
my community and others around the
country who followed what was in the-
ory a good model, we found that there
were too many people out on their own.

Sadly, today, we can see evidence of
the failure to do deinstitutionalization
right on the streets of virtually every
community large and small from coast
to coast.

I appreciate his efforts to help
refocus the Federal partnership. Cer-
tainly there is a role for State and
local government, there is a role for
the private sector, and there is a role
for individuals and families. The Fed-
eral Government provides resources,
provides a framework, provides a legal
setting, and we need to make sure that
the Federal framework reflects the les-
sons we have learned and the realities
today.

I have been pleased that he has been
so patient with me and others who
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have carried to him some of the ques-
tions and concerns that we have picked
up from people in our communities who
care about it. He has tackled an area
that is complex, it is controversial, and
there is room for give and take. I feel
in the hours and hours that we have
talked about this exchanging informa-
tion, I have seen that he has done just
that. He has drilled down, he has lis-
tened, he has incorporated, he has
asked more questions, and I appreciate
that because I think he is establishing
a framework here with a number of our
colleagues on a bipartisan basis that
will enable this Congress to be able to
make real progress that is long over-
due.

In my community, we are going to
open a facility in September. We call it
the Unity Center. It is a collaboration
between four major hospitals to have a
place where we can take people with
mental problems out of emergency
rooms where they can’t be appro-
priately treated and where it is costly.
All we can do is stabilize them, and
then turn them back out on the street
until their condition deteriorates
where they pose a problem to them-
selves and others.

As he has referenced, too much of our
mental health service in this country
is to be found behind bars. That is not
the appropriate setting. It is not cost
effective and it is not humane.

We are making a small step in our
community where these institutions
have come together and have estab-
lished a memorandum of under-
standing. They realize they are still
going to lose money, but they are not
going to lose as much. They are going
to be able to give better care to a popu-
lation that is very much in need.

I am hopeful, Mr. Speaker, that we
will be able to, as a result of the work
that he is doing with this legislation
and others who he is working with,
that we will be able to focus that Fed-
eral partnership yet this year, to be
able to have more assistance to our
communities to make sure that the
Federal programs are tailored to the
needs of today and the experience that
we have acquired.

I am hopeful that we will be able to
develop more tools for one of the most
important ingredients in this equation,
and that is the families who are too
often prevented because of the regu-
latory framework we have. Some of
this is understandable, but it shouldn’t
be a barrier for families who, in some
cases, are the only people who really
know the individual, who care about
them, and who are equipped to be a
vital partner with the mental health
system.

I look forward to further progress. I
look forward to bringing back to you
more information from Portland, Or-
egon, where we are going to have an-
other round table discussion with con-
cerned individuals in government, in
the medical profession, and advocacy
groups to make sure that the input
from my community is completely re-
flected in this.
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Let me just say how much I appre-
ciate his time and his effort, being a
partner with him in this. I am looking
forward to seeing the result before the
final gavel comes down on this Con-
gress.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Oregon, and truly my friend.

I think when people look at Congress
and wonder if people can work on
issues in a bipartisan way, I am sure if
someone looked at our voting record on
other issues, we would probably be a
bit different. That is okay. What still
stands is that we are able to come to-
gether with a common issue.

I have no idea if this man is Repub-
lican, Democrat, registered to vote, nor
should that matter to us. I have never
asked a patient in my 40 years of prac-
ticing. I know he is the same way, too.
We do this because compassion dic-
tates. Sometimes we are our brother’s
keeper, and we need to do the right
things.
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I do value your input on this bill. We
have made a number of modifications. I
know that, in committee, Democrats
have offered several amendments
which I want to incorporate and which
look at specific funding for a number of
things. We need more psychiatrists and
psychologists. We just have to have
them. We have to put money into that.
We need more programs in there. We
need to bolster community mental
health services. We need to make sure
that there is oversight over what
States are doing with those dollars in
order to make sure they are putting
dollars into effective programs and not
into frivolous ones. That is one of the
roles Congress has is to be the watch-
dog over that.

I am proud to say, in front of the Na-
tion, that you have been awesome in
this, and I want to continue to work
with you. We will solve this will issue.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. If the gentleman
would yield, I just want to say that one
of the areas that is most contentious
deals with when people, like the gen-
tleman that you have pictured behind
you, are going to be compelled to have
treatment. You have been open to
being able to refine the protections to
make sure—and this is something that
varies across the country—that under
the auspices of your bill that we have
appropriate safeguards to make sure
that the rights of the individual are re-
spected but that we acknowledge the
fact that, in some cases, the right for
people to self-destruct is illusory.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Ex-
actly.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. It is dangerous
to them; it is dangerous to society; and
it is heartbreaking for their families.

I have appreciated our conversations
on that, going back and forth, and
what you have tried to do to be able to
make sure that the balance is struck. I
am confident, before we are through,
that we can make sure that the other
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areas that require that give-and-take
can, in fact, be met. I would like to
thank you for allowing me to speak on
behalf of it, and I look forward to the
next steps.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. I
thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, what the gentleman is
referring to is also something called
assisted outpatient treatment. That is
a program whereby 45 States and the
District of Columbia—maybe 46 States
now—have this. When people have a
history of incarcerations, of arrests, of
violence and when they are not in
treatment, a judge protects their
rights and may review their cases in
terms of saying they can be put in in-
patient care. If the judge says they do
not meet the standard of imminent
danger of harming themselves or some-
one else, assisted outpatient treatment
is what may be warranted for them,
which means the judge simply says:
You are going to stay and continue to
take your medication. You will con-
tinue to see your therapist and work on
this.

That being the case, when New York
State did this, it found a reduction in
incarcerations and homelessness by
some 70 percent. It was pretty dra-
matic. It found satisfaction by over 80
percent, and it found costs go down by
50 percent.

It is something on which we in Con-
gress need to continue to work. We did
pass legislation, which puts the appro-
priations of $15 million to help States
do that, but we have a long way to go.
It is a long way to go based upon what
I said. I think it is 1,820,000 people so
far who have commented. They have
seen this on my Facebook page and
have commented on it. I want to read
some more comments—some heart-
breaking lessons—people are making.

One is by the name of Kari Butler,
who wrote on my Facebook page:

They are falling through the cracks. Easier
to just put them in jail with high bail. They
do make medication for people like him, my
nephews, which is to say one is in jail now
since November—no release until August—
mostly because he didn’t follow up like he
was supposed to. The prosecutor did a men-
tal evaluation on him to see if he could with-
stand court, and he concluded he could; but
something is not right here. He has assaulted
officers and has been tased three times and
has not been affected. Five police officers, it
took, to get him into the back of a car. They
tased him in Walmart—once in front of the
whole store.

On it goes. There are many people
with mental illness out there.

This person writes:

I don’t believe public servants have been
trained properly to treat mental illness. I
don’t know what to do to help people who get
the help they need to be productive.

One might say one of the aspects of
our bill is to provide training for police
officers—what 1is called emergency
treatment for them. When police offi-
cers have been trained in that, we have
actually seen—and the police officers
like this, too—that they can quickly
identify, if this is a mentally ill person
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in crisis, what they can do to deesca-
late the situation and prevent it from
becoming harmful or deadly.

Here is another point that has been
written by Amethyst Lees:

First off, the health system is horrible, and
I worked inside a mental institution and saw
firsthand what it is like. Depending on where
I was, the people were not getting their
needs met or were being ignored. I even saw
an incident where a man was waiting for 15
minutes for two staff members to stop talk-
ing about football just to ask for some ice.
He never got his ice because he lashed out
for being ignored, and, of course, he was re-
strained in a chair for an hour for getting
angry.

Marianne Kernan writes with regard
to Cody Miller:

Talk to him. Our mental health system is
shameful. I know, as I work daily with this
population, many times, their treatment is
inhumane. Some with dementia or Alz-
heimer’s wouldn’t be treated this way if they
had a break with reality. It is a sad com-
mentary on our lack of knowledge of dealing
with serious mental illness.

Here are some more stories.
Angie Geyser writes:

My 13-year-old daughter, Morgan, was in
police custody for 19 months before she fi-
nally received treatment for her schizo-
phrenia. We had to pursue a civil commit-
ment to make it happen. Now she is back in
juvenile detention where she has no access to
the outdoors and is not allowed to have phys-
ical contact with her family. The treatment
of the seriously mentally ill by the criminal
justice system is appallingly inhumane.

Frede Trenkle writes:

Two weeks ago, a stranger that I have been
married to for 13 years came into my home,
sprayed me with pepper spray, took a knife
out in front of my two kids, and threatened
to cut his throat. The police took him away
and put him in a mental health hold. I chose
not to press charges and just requested that
he get help. This was his second hospital
stay in a month. The hold was supposed to be
for 7 days. Four days later, he got out, and
I am sure because he had a plane ticket out
of the State. He convinced someone out
there that I was the threat. He denied ever
having a knife. He manipulated the system.
I received abusive texts before I changed my
phone number and he sent terrible emails. I
only wish he could get the help he des-
perately needs wherever he is, but because of
the unchecked mental illness, I now have
two beautiful girls, without their father, and
both needing their own mental health coun-
seling. How do we help our system on all
ends?

Another woman writes:

If you want people like this young man to
get help, we all need to be okay with paying
more taxes and closing privatized prisons.
The prison system has become the dumping
ground for the pervasive mentally ill.

Another one writes:

My uncle has schizophrenia. He disappears
for months at a time. I worry constantly
about him being hurt by law enforcement.
He was living 50 miles away, in the woods, on
his father’s property, in a camper, and was
threatened with a gun by a neighbor because
he was walking in the fields, talking to
things only he can see. The cops were called,
and they showed up with weapons drawn.
Then they took him away and locked him up
for a month. He is only 32, but the police as-
sumed he was on drugs. He was having a psy-
chotic episode. There is not enough edu-
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cation in the judicial system about mental
illness, and innocent people are being killed
through the ignorance.

Another woman writes:

My question is this: As the mom, where
should we direct the young people with
schizophrenia? Hospital care is effective, but
it seems to be temporary: 6 months in and 2
years out; repeat. Has anyone found or used
or heard of any successful treatment going
on at treatment facilities?

The answer is yes. Actually, one of
the programs in H.R. 2646, the Helping
Families in Mental Health Crisis Act,
is for something called RAISE, Recov-
ery After an Initial Schizophrenia Epi-
sode. We have learned that, since schiz-
ophrenia and bipolar illness and severe
mental illnesses are emerging in ado-
lescent and young adult years, if one
gets to someone early, with a low dose
of medication, with proper evidence-
based treatment, the prognosis is
much, much better; but when we don’t
treat someone, every time someone has
what the lay public calls a nervous
breakdown or a psychotic break—a cri-
sis—we have to understand that, over
time, these lead to neurological dam-
age. These are not harmless episodes.
This is not just someone who gets
upset. This is a real psychiatric dis-
order that comes from the brain and
leads to problems, and that is why we
see these problems grow.

Here is someone who doesn’t quite
understand the problem. A woman by
the name of Julie writes:

I am very much against the families of
mentally ill patients having the power to put
their loved ones away against a patient’s
will. Let the doctors determine if the patient
has a problem, not the family. Often, the
family just doesn’t want to deal with the ill-
ness, so they want the person to go away.

Someone by the name of Robin
Duffey writes:

Julie, you don’t know what you’re talking
about. There are more of us that do care, but
because of the mental health laws, we are
unable to make decisions for very sick fam-
ily members. People with schizophrenia
don’t realize they are sick. They think their
hallucinations are real, along with the com-
manding voices they hear. So how can such
an ill person make a logical decision to get
the help they need? The answer is: they
can’t. The doctors have to follow the laws
that are in place, which is they cannot rec-
ommend committing a person unless they
are an immediate threat or danger to some-
one or themselves. Yes, Julie. There are
some families that don’t want to be both-
ered, but I was not one of them. I highly rec-
ommend you to do research on the subject
before you spout your ideas. Read the Fed-
eral and State laws.

Indeed, that is what we are trying to
do with H.R. 2646.

There are a couple of thousand more
comments on my Facebook page, Mr.
Speaker, and I certainly ask people to
go and read them. They are heart-
breaking. They are horrifying. They
are tragic. They are true. They go on
and on because our Nation refuses to
acknowledge this.

Until we pass this bill and start mak-
ing changes—we can predict it—in the
time that I have been speaking here,
there have been several more suicides;
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there have been more homicides; there
have been more mentally ill people
whom we have abandoned; there have
been people who have had chronic ill-
nesses and who have died, because the
people with serious mental illness, for
multiple reasons, tend to die 10 to 25
years sooner than the rest of the popu-
lation because of the fact that 75 per-
cent of those with mental illness have
at least one chronic illness, 50 percent
have at least two chronic illnesses, and
a third have at least three chronic ill-
nesses. I mean things like heart dis-
ease, lung disease, infectious disease,
diabetes. They get sick and they, often-
times, are not treated. Many times,
they don’t seek treatment. We let them
g0 in this slow-motion death spiral and
ignore them.

We have closed the hospitals. We
have put them in prisons. If they are
out of control and if the police bring
them to the emergency room and if
there are no beds available, they tie
them down to the gurney, where they
may wait for days—or weeks, in some
cases—where they are, perhaps, given
some sedative—a chemical straight-
jacket, if you will—to calm them down.
That is not treatment. That is abusive.
That is our Nation that is doing it, and
Congress is culpable in this because we
refuse to act.

Once again, there will be a tragedy
somewhere. I shudder to think—and I
hope it is not anybody here who is in-
jured—that, somewhere out in America
today, this is going to happen. Once
again, we will gather for a moment of
silence; the gavel will come down; and
we will go back to our regular order of
business. It is sad and it disgusts me,
but that is what we face: all of this
closing of hospitals and not opening up
community mental health; Medicaid’s
saying you can’t see two doctors in the
same day; Medicaid’s saying you can’t
go to a hospital with more than 16
beds; HHS’ saying we can’t tell parents
anything, so they are left in the dark;
the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, which
funds programs that teach people to
make collages, to do interpretive
dances, to get off their medication, to
make masks and other things that
have nothing to do with serious mental
illness.

We need to change the system, and
that is what H.R. 2646 does. It takes
that office of SAMHSA and changes it
so that the director of it is the Assist-
ant Secretary of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse. That person needs to
be a doctor or a psychiatrist who is
trained, either an M.D. or an osteopath
or a psychologist, but someone who un-
derstands the field and not just some-
one who is saying: Well, let’s just do
these other ‘‘feel good’’ programs.

The city of New York just did this,
too, where the mayor put up hundreds
of millions of dollars for programs that
were, supposedly, for the mentally ill.
They weren’t for the mentally ill at
all. They were programs like parks and
bike trails and ‘‘feel good’ programs to
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help people with sadness, not to deal
with depression and serious mental ill-
ness.

How long can we continue to fool
ourselves?

As for this whole idea that says
“leave it up to them if they want to
choose; don’t provide them the help;
make it the most difficult for those
people who have the most difficulty,”
all of this, Mr. Speaker, is more com-
mentary and evidence of the grand ex-
periment of stopping all treatment
under the misguided, self-centered, and
projected belief that all people who are
mentally ill are fully capable of decid-
ing their own fate and direction, re-
gardless of their deficits and disease,
and that they have the right to self-
decay and self-destruction, which over-
rides their right to be healthy. The
most fundamental, dangerous, and de-
structive hidden undercurrent of preju-
dice is the low expectation that your
disability is as good as it gets.

[ 2030

The shift to consider changes in how
we treat severe mental illness is the
pendulum that needs to swing the
other way. The grand experiment has
failed in closing down all the institu-
tions and care and stopping all treat-
ment and not allowing community
mental health.

It is a principle that operated under
the misguided, self-centered belief that
people are always fully capable of de-
ciding their own fate, regardless of
their deficits and disease, and the right
to self-decay and self-destruction over-
rides this right to health.

In so doing, we have come to com-
fortably advocate our responsibility to
action and live under this perverse re-
definition that the most compassionate
compassion is to do nothing at all.

It further bolstered the most evil of
prejudices that the person with disabil-
ities deserves no more than what they
are. Under that approach, no dreams,
no aspirations, no goals to be better
can even exist.

Indeed, to help a person heal is a
head-on collision with the bigoted be-
lief that the severely mentally ill have
no right to be better than what they
are and we have no obligation to help
them.

This is the corrupt evil of the hands-
off approach in the antitreatment
model, and that perversion of thought
is embedded in the glorification that to
live a life of deterioration and paranoia
and filth and squalor and emotional
torment trumps a healed brain and the
true chance to choose a better life.

This is the movement of hatred and
stigma toward the mentally ill dis-
guised as the right to let them be sick.
That hatred may be embedded in our
own anger, our own resentment, and
one’s own past experiences projected as
blame or misattribution of the lives of
others or maybe our own fear and
loathing of the mentally ill. Either
way, the outcome is tragically the
same.
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So we can have more moments of si-
lence or we can have times of action. I
hope the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee picks this up.

I hope that more Members of Con-
gress will sign on as cosponsors of H.R.
2646, the Helping Families of Mental
Health Crisis Act. The day that bill
signs into law, it will begin to save
lives. It will begin to make a difference
in people’s lives.

Of all the other things we do down
the road here for images or to push
polling—I can tell you this, that the
polling on this bill is in 70s and 80s. As
politicians, we think, wow, if some-
thing polls at 55 percent, vote for it.

My concern is: Will America wake up
and look toward Congress here and say:
When we had a chance to do something
to save lives, did we act, or are we once
again just caught up in moments of si-
lence?

Thomas Jefferson said something
along the lines of: ‘‘Indeed I tremble
for my country when I reflect that God
is just and His justice cannot sleep for-
ever.”

We are in that same position now. We
can either have the courage to stand
up, take action, and help the mentally
ill or we can sit in silence. I hope this
Chamber soon takes up H.R. 2646, the
Helping Families in Mental Health Cri-
sis Act.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 2646,
the Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis
Act. Thank you to Congressman TIM MURPHY
for hosting this important special order to dis-
cuss our country’s current mental health sys-
tem.

For more than two years now, | have
worked with Congressman MURPHY on H.R.
2646, a bipartisan piece of legislation that has
garnered support from patients, caregivers,
psychiatrists, psychologists, law enforcement,
and even editorial boards. As two of the few
mental health providers serving in Congress,
our bill reflects not only what we have learned
in our own careers, but feedback from stake-
holders, families, organizations, other mem-
bers of Congress, and addresses many of the
policies that we can change now to help pa-
tients struggling with severe mental iliness and
substance use disorders.

An amended version of H.R. 2646 passed
the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on
Health in November of 2015. Since then, there
has been no action. | have continued to talk
with members of my community about mental
health issues and they demand action.

It is now April of 2016 and we must move
forward on the issue of mental health. The
American people expect, deserve, and de-
mand it. H.R. 2646 takes a strong step for-
ward in mental health reform. As days pass
with no action, people are denied beds, de-
nied care, and are floating through the perva-
sive cycle of mental illness without attention.
Everyone deserves care. | truly hope that my
colleagues will work with me to pass this bill
for the sake of those who truly matter.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3340, FINANCIAL STABILITY
OVERSIGHT COUNCIL REFORM
ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 3791, RAIS-
ING CONSOLIDATED ASSETS
THRESHOLD UNDER SMALL
BANK HOLDING COMPANY POL-
ICY STATEMENT

Mr. STIVERS (during the Special
Order of Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
114-489) on the resolution (H. Res. 671)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 3340) to place the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council and the Office
of Financial Research under the reg-
ular appropriations process, to provide
for certain quarterly reporting and
public notice and comment require-
ments for the Office of Financial Re-
search, and for other purposes, and pro-
viding for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 3791) to raise the consolidated as-
sets threshold under the small bank
holding company policy statement, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2666, NO RATE REGULATION
OF BROADBAND INTERNET AC-
CESS ACT

Mr. STIVERS (during the Special
Order of Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
114-490) on the resolution (H. Res. 672)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 2666) to prohibit the Federal
Communications Commission from reg-
ulating the rates charged for
broadband Internet access service,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

————
DEMENTIA AND ALZHEIMER’S

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Michigan). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 6,
2015, the gentleman from California
(Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, my
colleague just finished a very good
recitation of the problems of mental
health. I am going to pick up another
piece of this issue which has to do with
dementia and Alzheimer’s, which I be-
lieve the gentleman spoke to very
briefly during his presentation.

I thank him for his concern and for
the work that he has been doing these
many years on this profoundly impor-
tant issue of brain health.

My role tonight will be kind of work-
ing off the previous presentation and
taking it just a little bit in a slightly
different direction, and it has to do
with dementia and Alzheimer’s, which
is obviously a rather important issue.
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I want to just put up a couple of plac-
ards here to try to demonstrate the
overall nature of this problem. One
way to look at it is just in terms of the
numbers, and the numbers are stag-
gering.

The number of people: Right now in
America, there are about 5.1 million
Americans with Alzheimer’s. We expect
that number to grow not just because
the baby boomers are moving into
their older years, but also because of
the growth of the population and the
increasing incidence of Alzheimer’s.

If you look at this chart, you can see
it growing over the years so that, in
about 2050, we expect to have 13,800,000
Americans with Alzheimer’s. It is not
just an issue with individuals who are
suffering, whose lives are seriously dis-
rupted. It is a serious issue for the fi-
nancing of this Nation.

If you look at this, you can see this
line of growth in the number of Ameri-
cans with Alzheimer’s and you can see
the ever-rising cost. These are not in-
flated numbers. These are constant dol-
lars over the years.

So when we reach 2050, not too many
years from now, we are going to see an
extraordinary expense of nearly three-
quarters of a trillion dollars annually
spent with the Medicare-Medicaid
budget.

Now, many, many people on this
floor are concerned about deficits. We
all are. The deficits are driven by many
issues: the ever-increasing cost of pro-
grams, new programs, increasing mili-
tary expenditures, the growth of Medi-
care, Social Security, and the like.

Well, Alzheimer’s is the single big-
gest budget issue within all of those
programs. Under the Medicare-Med-
icaid programs, it is going to explode—
you can see what we are looking at
here—from $153 billion in 2015 to three-
quarters of a trillion, $735 billion, in
the year 2050. This will bust the budget.

Many of the deficits that we are so
concerned about, in fact, that are in
play today, as this House has been un-
able with our Republican majority to
fashion a budget and all of the disrup-
tions that that creates and then the
ongoing appropriation process, which is
delayed and made rather confusing as a
result of not having a budget—inherent
in that debate is the ever-increasing
cost of Medicare and Medicaid.

Well, why is it increasing? Well,
largely it is increasing because of these
types of illness, such as Alzheimer’s.
You can see here what we are looking
at, almost a $30 billion increase in just
the next 4 years—or 3 years, actually.

So no wonder we are unable to get
control of our budgets and our appro-
priations here when we are faced with
this inexorable increase in an illness
that affects every family in America.

It has affected my family. My moth-
er-in-law spent the last 3 years of her
life living with my wife Patty and I in
our home where we took care of her.
We were fortunate enough to be able to
have a day nurse come in. But then in
the early morning and on through the
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evening and night, my wife and I were
responsible for caring for my mother-
in-law.

It was a duty that we found to be
very worthwhile. It was a duty that
brought our family together in close
relationship as we watched this illness
take hold of a lovely lady, a very
smart, very capable woman who be-
came ultimately an invalid and died of
this disease.

It is not unique. Millions of families
across this Nation are taking care of
their husband, wife, mother, father,
and mother- or father-in-law as Alz-
heimer’s creeps into their family’s life.

Now, this problem can be addressed.
We know there is a solution. This is
not a hopeless case. Five years ago, if
I were standing here, I would probably
say that this is simply hopeless and we
are going to be faced with these costs
no matter what happens. That is not
the case today, not at all, because
today research is having an effect.

Let me show you what research has
done on other illnesses that plague
Americans and, indeed, humans around
the world:

Breast cancer: Well, we have had an
enormous increase in breast cancer re-
search. We have seen a 2 percent de-
cline in the number of deaths from
breast cancer.

Similarly, we have looked at other
cancers, like prostate cancer, and we
have seen an 11 percent decline in the
deaths from prostate cancer.

Heart disease: There is an enormous
amount of money going into heart dis-
ease, less than for cancer, but, none-
theless, an enormous amount of
money. We have seen a 14 percent de-
crease in deaths from heart disease as
a result of treatments that are now
available. Research money led to those
treatments.

Stroke: There is a 23 percent decline
in the number of deaths from strokes.
Again, research money into heart dis-
ease, into diseases of the circulatory
system, have resulted in very, very sig-
nificant decreases in the deaths.

HIV/AIDS: Dramatic. There has been
an enormous amount of money spent
into research of HIV/AIDS. The result?
There has been a 52 percent decrease in
the deaths from HIV/AIDS.

So we know that, if we spend money
on research, we will see a decline in the
death rate from those illnesses.

Alzheimer’s disease: In 2015, we spent
just over 20 percent of the amount of
money on researching Alzheimer’s dis-
ease as we did on heart disease and on
cancer. So don’t be surprised with this
chart.

There is a 71 percent increase in the
death rate from Alzheimer’s. There is a
relationship here. There is a relation-
ship between the investment that we
make in research and the resultant in-
crease or decrease in the disease.

In the case of cancer of nearly all
kinds, we have seen a significant and,
in many cases, dramatic decline in the
death rate from those cancers.

In the case of heart disease, simi-
larly, money spent on research, on
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more effective treatments, and on drug
treatments has resulted in a very sig-
nificant decrease in strokes and other
heart disease issues.

HIV/AIDS 1is the most dramatic
where, again, research is leading to
better lives, longer lives, less death and
less cost.

Alzheimer’s? No. No. In 2015, we spent
just over $500 million.

Is there a lesson for us here? You bet
there is. Here is the lesson: You invest
up front. You invest up front with re-
search.

I want to thank the President. I want
to thank the Members of Congress and
the Senate, who, in this current year’s
appropriation, 2016, have added another
$300 million to the Alzheimer’s re-
search program.

Let me put another chart up here.
Alzheimer’s spending, research versus
treatment: In 2015, Medicare and Med-
icaid will spend over 261 times as much
on treatment as the NIH will spend on
research toward a cure.

So, in 2015, a year ago, we spent $1563
billion on treating—this is Medicare
and Medicaid, not private insurance,
not money out of individual pockets—
we spent $1563 billion of your Federal
tax money on caring for Alzheimer’s.
That was 261 times the amount of
money spent on research.

O 2045

Now, let’s see, let’s be accurate here
because we did have an increase, as I
just said. We have actually spent $936
million in 2016 on Alzheimer’s research.
So this 261 times is significantly less
now. But we are not at the goal. We are
not at the goal that we want to have in
place for the treatment and the care of
Alzheimer’s.

The goal of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion is to raise the amount of research
money to the level of about $1.5 billion.
It is anticipated—and I will explain
why this is a sound anticipation—it is
anticipated that if we were to be able
to spend that amount of money in 2017,
keeping in mind that we are now just
under a billion dollars for research, but
if we bring it up another $500 million to
$1.5 billion, if we were to do that, it is
anticipated that by 20256—that is just 9
years from now—we would see a dra-
matic change in the incidence of Alz-
heimer’s.

Many people would not be suffering
from it, and those who do would see the
onset of Alzheimer’s pushed back into
their later years so that they would be
able to live a better, more sound, men-
tally sound life and more productive
life and, for the taxpayers of this Na-
tion, a significantly reduced amount of
Federal support through Medicare and
Medicaid.

How much does it amount to?

So if we spent that $936 million this
year and in the next year ramp it up
another 200 and in the following year
another $300 million so that we get to
the goal of $1.5 billion of research in
the years between now and 2020, we
would see a dramatic reduction and a
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dramatic improvement in the lives of
Americans, much better lives.

If this were available to my mother-
in-law, perhaps she would have been
able to live another 2, 3, 5 years with-
out the onset of Alzheimer’s. And what
would that mean to the quality of her
life as well as to her family’s?

So let’s assume that the research
pushes back the onset of Alzheimer’s
by 5 years, so that in 2025 what would
we see?

Well, for Medicare and Medicaid, we
would see in the years 2025 to 2030 a 121-
billion-dollar reduction in the cost to
Medicare and Medicaid to your tax-
payer dollars, and from 2025 to 2030—
that is 10 years of the new treatments
being in place—we would see a half-
trillion-dollar reduction in the cost of
Medicare and Medicaid.

Now, this isn’t pie in the sky. This
isn’t just wishful, hopeful thinking and
a prayer and a song. This is a real pos-
sibility. Those of you who have been
reading the press or listening to the
television news programs over the last
year, you will note a significant change
from hopelessness to hope. Yes, hope.
There is real hope that we will be able
to attack this debilitating dementia
Alzheimer’s, that we will be able to
delay the onset and quite possibly stop
it, to cure it.

Now, that may be off into the future,
but we are now gaining an under-
standing because of the research that
is being done on Alzheimer’s and much
of the research that was discussed ear-
lier in the discussion of mental health
programs and research that is going on
by the United States military as they
attack the problem of post-traumatic
stress and brain damage from the men
and women who have served in the re-
cent wars.

All of that research is coming to-
gether with an understanding of how
the human brain works, what the ele-
ments are that cause the damage of
mental health, schizophrenia, and post-
traumatic stress, as well as brain dam-
age, perhaps for the football players in
the NFL and beyond.

So here is what we are going to do.
We are going to fight this year to in-
crease this funding from beyond $236
million to just over $1 billion. We know
it is a tough budget year. We know
that the Republicans have been unable
to even come to grips to put together a
budget, let alone increase the appro-
priations.

But where could money be better
spent than on research that is actually
moving forward toward an under-
standing of what Alzheimer’s is and
how the brain is attacked, how we can
stall—mot yet reverse, but stall the
onset of the damage that occurs as a
result of Alzheimer’s.

We have seen it. You have seen the
stories. We know that drug treatments
that were once thought to be ineffec-
tive, treatments that were done in the
mid-1990s didn’t work, or so they
thought. Then some statisticians
looked at those results of those drug
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trials and noticed something really im-
portant. They noticed that while the
overall program didn’t seem to work,
they noticed that there was a subset of
patients who were being treated by
that drug, and they noticed that that
subset was the early onset of Alz-
heimer’s, and what they noticed was
that that drug seemed to push back,
seemed to hold steady that onset of
Alzheimer’s. Whoa, it was a eureka mo-
ment that maybe using drugs of that
type applied early in the process would
result in the delay, the arresting of the
Alzheimer’s onset.

That is what we are talking about
here. If we are able to invest this
money in research, we can see the
probability that there are a series of
drugs that do have an effect on the
onset of Alzheimer’s and seem to delay
that onset.

Each year that goes by, what is the
effect for the individual, for the family
of the individual?

It means their life will be better. It
means that the kind of stress, strain,
and financial cost that is put on a fam-
ily with Alzheimer’s will be arrested. It
will be delayed. Not 1 year, maybe 2
years, maybe 3, maybe 5 years. And the
cost is enormous.

As I said before, if we are able to do
this increased research over the next 3,
4, 5 years, working on those series of
drugs that now seem to have an effect,
we will be able in the years 2025 to 2030
to save you, the taxpayers, and us, the
appropriators of your tax money, over
$120 billion in the years 2025 to the year
2030. In 5 years beyond that, that 10-
year period, a half trillion dollars.

So if you are worried about the def-
icit—and we all are—if you are worried
about how we are going to put together
a b-year budget, which is what we do,
then look at this investment. If you
are worried about the effect of Alz-
heimer’s in your family or on yourself,
there are 435 of us in this House and an-
other 100 over in the Senate. Listen,
one-third of us are likely to die of Alz-
heimer’s in the years ahead. So if you
don’t care about the family, you don’t
care about Americans, care about your-
self. One-third of us are destined. If you
happen to be a female, the odds are
even greater.

So what is this all about?

Well, we are somehow grappling with
the budget, the 5-year budget. We can’t
seem to get it together. Enormous
chaos on the side of my Republican col-
leagues about how to do it. The appro-
priation process is underway and to-
tally stalled out until at least May 15.

There is a solution. A small invest-
ment, a very small investment, and
then we can look at the long-term def-
icit. Then we can be in a position to
improve the lives of Americans.

Oh, by the way, the money is avail-
able. The money is available. In the
budget and in the appropriations we
are putting together, we are ramping
up so that over the next 20 years, 25
years, we are going to spend a trillion
dollars—a trillion dollars—on a brand-
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new nuclear arms race. We are going to
rebuild all of our nuclear bombs. We
are going to develop new airplanes to
deliver those bombs, new satellites,
new rockets, new cruise missiles, new
submarines. A trillion dollars.

Well, I have got a better place to
spend some of that money. I have got a
better place to spend it, where the lives
of Americans will be significantly im-
proved, where the stress on families
throughout this nation will be less,
where the budgets of this country will
not be busted, where this curve, where
this curve will be flattened, where we
will not in the year 2050 spend over a
trillion dollars a year, a trillion dollars
a year caring for people who have Alz-
heimer’s. Three-quarters of that money
is your tax money.

You can go back here, 2020, and start
spending a couple of hundred million
dollars, a couple of hundred million
dollars on research, on promising
treatments for Alzheimer’s, and then
beginning in 2025, watch this curve
begin to flatten out.

Now, for me and for many of us in
this room, we are not going to be out
here in 2025, but our children and
grandchildren will be, and they will be
caring for us unless we begin to make
these investments now in research.

So in the next couple of weeks, the
men and women in purple will be here
in Washington, D.C., as they do every
spring, advocating for Alzheimer’s re-
search, for the caregivers, and for the
families, and we ought to be paying at-
tention.

The money is in the budget some-
where. All we need to do is to find it,
move it from a few nuclear weapons
over to research, delay the expenditure
of a new ballistic missile or interconti-
nental ballistic missile, and spend it on
something that affects every American
every day of this year and every day of
the years in the future, and that is Alz-
heimer’s.

It is a good investment. It is an in-
vestment in the quality of life. It is an
investment in our effort to reduce the
deficit, and it is an investment in
America’s future.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of per-
sonal business in district.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, April 13, 2016, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5006. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Thomas P. Bostick, United States Army, and
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec.
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

5007. A letter from the Senior Advisor to
the Under Secretary of Defense, Personnel
and Readiness, Office of the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting reports
entitled ‘2016 Report to Congress on Sus-
tainable Ranges’ and ‘2015 Report to Con-
gress on Sustainable Ranges’’, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 113 note; Public Law 107-314, 366(a)(5);
(116 Stat. 25622); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

5008. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Office of
the General Counsel, Office of Postsecondary
Education, Department of Education, trans-
mitting the Department’s final regulations
— Program Integrity Issues [Docket ID: ED-
2010-OPE-0004] (RIN: 1840-AD02) received
April 8, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

5009. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislation, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s annual report to Congress for FY 2015
regarding imported foods, pursuant to Sec.
1009 of the Food and Drug Administration
Amendments Act of 2007, Public Law 110-85;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5010. A letter from the Administrator, U.S.
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting the FY 2015 No FEAR Act report, pursu-
ant to Public Law 107-174, 203(a); (116 Stat.
569); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5011. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s rule —
December 2015 Revision of Form 3115 (An-
nouncement 2016-14) received April 8, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

5012. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Legislative
Affairs, Department of Defense, transmitting
additional legislative proposals that the De-
partment of Defense requests be enacted dur-
ing the second session of the 114th Congress;
jointly to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices, Foreign Affairs, Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, the Judiciary, and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. ROYCE: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. H.R. 1567. A bill to authorize a com-
prehensive, strategic approach for United
States foreign assistance to developing coun-
tries to reduce global poverty and hunger,
achieve food security and improved nutri-
tion, promote inclusive, sustainable agricul-
tural-led economic growth, improve nutri-
tional outcomes, especially for women and
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children, build resilience among vulnerable
populations, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 114-482). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. CHAFFETZ: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 2908. A bill to
adopt the bison as the national mammal of
the United States; with an amendment
(Rept. 114-483). Referred to the House Cal-
endar.

Mr. CHAFFETZ: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 4392. A bill to
amend title 5, United States Code, to require
that the Office of Personnel Management
submit an annual report to Congress relating
to the use of official time by Federal em-
ployees; with an amendment (Rept. 114-484).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. CHAFFETZ: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 4358. A bill to
amend title 5, United States Code, to en-
hance accountability within the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service, and for other purposes
(Rept. 114-485). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. CHAFFETZ: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 2615. A bill to
establish the Virgin Islands of the United
States Centennial Commission; with an
amendment (Rept. 114-486). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 2733. A bill to require
the Secretary of the Interior to take land
into trust for certain Indian tribes, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
114-487). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. McCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 3586. A bill to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to improve border
and maritime security coordination in the
Department of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
114-488, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. STIVERS: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 671. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 3340) to place the
Financial Stability Oversight Council and
the Office of Financial Research under the
regular appropriations process, to provide for
certain quarterly reporting and public notice
and comment requirements for the Office of
Financial Research, and for other purposes,
and providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 3791) to raise the consolidated assets
threshold under the small bank holding com-
pany policy statement, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 114-489). Referred to the House
Calendar.

Mr. BURGESS: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 672. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2666) to prohibit
the Federal Communications Commission
from regulating the rates charged for
broadband Internet access service. (Rept.
114-490). Referred to the House Calendar.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure discharged from further
consideration. H.R. 3586 referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, and ordered to be
printed.

————
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

H1633

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. JUuDY CHU of
California, Ms. JACKSON LEE, and Mr.
CICILLINE):

H.R. 4899. A bill to restore statutory rights
to the people of the United States from
forced arbitration; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. DUFFY:

H.R. 4900. A bill to establish an Oversight
Board to assist the Government of Puerto
Rico, including instrumentalities, in man-
aging its public finances, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committees
on the Judiciary, and Education and the
Workforce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CHAFFETZ (for himself, Mr.
KLINE, Mr. MESSER, Mr. DESANTIS,
Ms. Foxx, Mr. BLUM, Mr. HARRIS, Mr.
CARTER of Georgia, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr.
WALKER, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN, and Mr. BRAT):

H.R. 4901. A Dbill to reauthorize the Schol-
arships for Opportunity and Results Act, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mr. HURD of Texas (for himself,
Mr. CoNNOLLY, Mr. MCCAUL, Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico, Mr. FARENTHOLD, and Ms.
MCSALLY):

H.R. 4902. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to expand law enforcement
availability pay to employees of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection’s Air and Marine
Operations; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

By Mr. ALLEN:

H.R. 4903. A bill to prohibit the use of funds
by Internal Revenue Service to target citi-
zens of the United States for exercising any
right guaranteed under the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
TED LIEU of California, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. CUMMINGS):

H.R. 4904. A bill to require the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget to
issue a directive on the management of soft-
ware licenses, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Mr. BEYER (for himself, Mr. ENGEL,
Mr. VARGAS, Ms. NORTON, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. GUTIERREZ,
and Mr. CONNOLLY):

H.R. 4905. A bill to restore the ability of
law enforcement authorities to enforce gun
safety laws, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself and
Mr. MEADOWS):

H.R. 4906. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to clarify the eligibility of em-
ployees of a land management agency in a
time-limited appointment to compete for a
permanent appointment at any Federal
agency, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Mr. HOLDING (for himself, Mr.
TIBERI, Mr. NUNES, Mr. PAULSEN, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, and Mr. GENE
GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 4907. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow tax-free distribu-
tions from individual retirement plans to
donor-advised funds; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.



H1634

By Ms. KUSTER (for herself and Mr.
NOLAN):

H.R. 4908. A bill to provide rental assist-
ance to low-income tenants of certain multi-
family rural housing projects, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. THORNBERRY (for himself and
Mr. SMITH of Washington) (both by
request):

H.R. 4909. A bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense and for
military construction, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. LANCE:

H.R. 4910. A bill to amend title 36, United
States Code, to require that the POW/MIA
flag be displayed on all days that the flag of
the United States is displayed on certain
Federal property; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. LANGEVIN:

H.R. 4911. A bill to impose criminal pen-
alties for the unsafe operation of unmanned
aircraft; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. LEWIS (for himself, Mr. RAN-
GEL, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. CROWLEY,
Mr. PASCRELL, and Mr. DANNY K.
DAVIS of Illinois):

H.R. 4912. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce taxpayer burdens
and enhance taxpayer protections, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. MULVANEY:

H.R. 4913. A bill to ensure the sufficient
capitalization of Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac and prevent any further bailout of such
enterprises by the Federal Government, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 4914. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to place limitations on the pos-
session, sale, and other disposition of a fire-
arm by persons convicted of misdemeanor
sex offenses against children; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. NORTON (for herself and Ms.
EDWARDS):

H.R. 4915. A bill to designate the Civil War
Defenses of Washington National Historical
Park comprised of certain National Park
System lands, and by affiliation and cooper-
ative agreements other historically signifi-
cant resources, located in the District of Co-
lumbia, Virginia, and Maryland, that were
part of the Civil War defenses of Washington
and related to the Shenandoah Valley Cam-
paign of 1864, to study ways in which the
Civil War history of both the North and
South can be assembled, arrayed, and con-
veyed for the benefit of the public, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. POLIQUIN (for himself and Ms.
PINGREE):

H.R. 4916. A bill to reauthorize the program
of the Department of Veterans Affairs under
which the Secretary of Veterans Affairs pro-
vides health services to veterans through
qualifying non-Department health care pro-
viders; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. RUSSELL (for himself, Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK, Mr. BISHOP of Michigan,
Mr. BUCK, Mr. PALMER, and Mr.
RIBBLE):

H.R. 4917. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to terminate the essential air
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service program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Ms. SLAUGHTER (for herself and
Mr. KATKO):

H.R. 4918. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to issue guid-
ance for the safe prescribing of opioids for
the treatment of acute pain; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr.
CHABOT, Mr. KING of New York, Ms.
BROWN of Florida, Mr. LARSON of
Connecticut, Mr. ADERHOLT, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. JOYCE, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr.
RANGEL, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. SEAN
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, and
Mr. CARSON of Indiana):

H.R. 4919. A bill to amend the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994, to reauthorize the Missing Alzheimer’s
Disease Patient Alert Program, and to pro-
mote initiatives that will reduce the risk of
injury and death relating to the wandering
characteristics of some children with au-
tism; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself, Ms.
HAHN, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. CLEAVER, and Ms. NORTON):

H. Con. Res. 127. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that a com-
memorative postage stamp should be issued
in honor of the Buffalo Soldiers; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Mr. HONDA (for himself and Ms.
NORTON):

H. Res. 670. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 5, 2016, as a ‘‘Na-
tional Day of Reason’ and recognizing the
importance of reason in the betterment of
humanity; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

By Mr. GROTHMAN:

H. Res. 673. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the Internal Revenue Service should provide
printed copies of Internal Revenue Service
Publication 17 to taxpayers in the United
States free of charge; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. MULVANEY (for himself, Mr.
DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr.
GowDY, and Mr. RICE of South Caro-
lina):

H. Res. 674. A resolution recognizing line-
men, the profession of linemen, the contribu-
tions of these brave men and women who
protect public safety, and expressing support
for the designation of April 18, 2016, as Na-
tional Lineman Appreciation Day; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. SPEIER,
Ms. ADAMS, Mrs. BEATTY, Mrs.
BLACK, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Ms. BROWN of Florida,
Mr. CARDENAS, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mr. CoSTA, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr.
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. DOLD,
Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. EsHOO, Mr. Fos-
TER, Mr. GIBSON, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
HASTINGS, Mr. HONDA, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. JOHNSON
of Georgia, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mr. KIND, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK,
Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. McCOLLUM,
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Mr. MEEHAN, Ms. MOORE, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. POCAN, Mr. RANGEL,
Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. RUIZ, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. VARGAS, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, and Mr. YARMUTH):

H. Res. 675. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Month; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself, Mr.
CONNOLLY, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Ms. NOR-
TON, and Mrs. LAWRENCE):

H. Res. 676. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
public servants should be commended for
their dedication and continued service to the
United States during Public Service Rec-
ognition Week, the week of May 1 through 7,
2016; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

——————

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

195. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the House of Representatives of the State
of Michigan, relative to House Resolution
No. 223, memorializing the Congress of the
United States to enact the Retail Investor
Protection Act and also to enact legislation
that prohibits the United States Department
of Liabor from amending fiduciary duty regu-
lations to define retirement savings brokers
and agents as fiduciaries, including those
previously not deemed fiduciaries; which was
referred jointly to the Committees on Finan-
cial Services and Education and the Work-
force.

———————

PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

Mr. PASCRELL introduced a bill (H.R.
4920) for the relief of Malachy
McAllister, Nicola McAllister, and
Sean Ryan McAllister; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary.
——
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia:

H.R. 4899.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3.

By Mr. DUFFY:

H.R. 4900.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, section 3, clause 2

By Mr. CHAFFETZ:

H.R. 4901.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 and Clause 17 of Section 8 of Arti-
cle 1 of the Constitution of the United States
grants the Congress the power to enact this
law.

By Mr. HURD of Texas:

H.R. 4902.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United

States Constitution.
By Mr. ALLEN:

H.R. 4903.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, clauses 1 and 18 of the Constitution

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 4904.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mr. BEYER:

H.R. 4905.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 4906.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII, Clause 18

By Mr. HOLDING:

H.R. 4907.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Atricle 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. KUSTER:

H.R. 4908.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution, the Taxing and Spend-
ing Clause: ‘“The Congress shall have power
to make all laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

By Mr. THORNBERRY:

H.R. 4909.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress ‘‘to pro-
vide for the common Defence’’, ‘‘to raise and
support Armies’’, ‘‘to provide and maintain a
Navy” and ‘‘to make Rules for the Govern-
ment and Regulation of the land and naval
Forces” as enumerated in Article I, section 8
of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. LANCE:

H.R. 4910.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Sec. 8, Clause 1, of the United
States Constitution

This state that ‘‘Congress shall have the
power to . . . lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts and excises, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defense and general
welfare of the United States.”

By Mr. LANGEVIN:

H.R. 4911.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States

Constitution, specifically Clause 3 and
Clause 18.
By Mr. LEWIS:
H.R. 4912.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. MULVANEY:

H.R. 4913.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8, Clause 1. “The Con-
gress shall have power to lay and collect
taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay
the debts and provide for the common
defense and general welfare of the United
States . . .;”

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3. ‘‘To regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with the Indian
Tribes.”

Article I, Section 8, Clause 14. “‘To make
rules for the government . . . ;"

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18. ‘‘To make
all Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof”

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 4914.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clauses 3 and 18 of Article I, Section 8 of
the United States Constitution

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 4915.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution.

By Mr. POLIQUIN:

H.R. 4916.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 *“. . . To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into the Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States or in any Department or Officer
thereof . . .”
By Mr. RUSSELL:
H.R. 4917.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, specifically Clause 1 and Clause 18.
By Ms. SLAUGHTER:
H.R. 4918.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution.
By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey:
H.R. 4919.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution
By Mr. PASCRELL:
H.R. 4920
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I of the United States Constitution.

——

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 12: Mr. TAKANO.

H.R. 24: Mrs. NOEM, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania and Mr. BISHOP of Utah.

H.R. 27: Mr. SHUSTER.

H.R. 188: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H.R. 225: Ms. ADAMS,

H.R. 239: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York.

H.R. 241: Mr. CONAWAY.

H.R. 247: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS
of Illinois, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Mr.
JEFFRIES.

H.R. 317: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.
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H.R.
H.R.
H.R.
H.R.

386: Mr. TAKAI
472: Ms. DUCKWORTH.
525: Mr. CARDENAS.
539: Mr. VELA.

H.R. 542: Mr. DEUTCH and Mr. GRIFFITH.

H.R. 546: Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. BLUMENAUER,
and Mr. CICILLINE.

H.R. 584: Ms. FOXX.

H.R. 592: Mr. YOHO, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, and Mr. HOLDING.

H.R. 649: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania and Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 654: Mr. MOOLENAAR and Mr. JOYCE.

H.R. 662: Mr. DUFFY.

H.R. 703: Mr. BisHOP of Utah.

H.R. 711: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas and Mr.
CRAMER.

H.R. 775: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 793: Mr. REED, Mr. POCAN, and Mr.
SWALWELL of California.

H.R. 799: Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 815: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky.

H.R. 836: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 842: Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia and
Mr. KING of Iowa.

H.R. 921: Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr. CRAWFORD,
Mr. RUIz, and Ms. MCSALLY.

H.R. 923: Mr. LAMBORN and Mr. WILLIAMS.

H.R. 952: Mrs. LAWRENCE.

H.R. 973: Mr. CAPUANO and Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ.

H.R. 986: Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. ROYCE, and Ms.
HERRERA BEUTLER.

H.R. 1095: Ms. McCoLLUM and Mr. SAR-
BANES.

H.R. 1112: Mrs. BEATTY.

H.R. 1170: Mr. AMODEL.

H.R. 1172: Mr. LANGEVIN.

H.R. 1193: Mr. RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 1197: Mr. ScoTT of Virginia.

H.R. 1218: Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. BISHOP of
Michigan, Ms. LEE, Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms.
BoNAaMICI, Miss RICE of New York, Mr.

FATTAH, and Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 1220: Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. WALBERG,
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr. STIV-
ERS.

H.R. 1221: Mr. FARR, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr.
CONYERS, Mr. JONES, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, and
Mr. COLLINS of New York.

H.R. 1233: Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia.

H.R. 1247: Mr. FATTAH and Mr. CONYERS.

H.R. 1299: Mr. BOUSTANY.

H.R. 1301: Mr. MEEHAN.

H.R. 1302: Mr. OLSON.

H.R. 1355: Mr. PITTENGER.

H.R. 1399: Mr. ENGEL, Mr. SCHIFF and Ms.
JUDY CHU of California.

H.R. 1427: Ms. HAHN, Mr. PERRY, Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. POE of Texas,
Mr. GOwDY, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. ROUZER, Mr.
MULLIN, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mrs. COM-
STOCK, and Mr. NEAL.

H.R. 1453: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida and Mr.
DENT.

H.R. 1457: Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. CONYERS,
Mr. OLSON, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, and
Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 1459: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H.R. 1486: Mr. WILLIAMS.

H.R. 1538: Mr. JEFFRIES.

H.R. 1559: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr.
GOwDY, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. CROWLEY, and Mr.
ZELDIN.

H.R. 1571: Mr. BEYER and Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 1602: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia and Mr. HIGGINS.

H.R. 1603: Mr. LAMALFA, Mrs. RADEWAGEN,
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Mr. ROSS.

H.R. 1728: Mr. WALZ.

H.R. 1733: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 1761: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 1784: Mrs. BUSTOS.

H.R. 1821: Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 1858: Ms. ADAMS.

H.R. 1882: Mr. ASHFORD.
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H.R. 1933: Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 1941: Mr. ASHFORD.

H.R. 1950: Mr. OLSON.

H.R. 1961: Ms. EsSHOO and Mr. SWALWELL of
California.

H.R. 2001: Mr. HUELSKAMP.

H.R. 2016: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 2036: Mr. OLSON.

H.R. 2167: Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 2170: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 2180: Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 2193: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 2205: Mr. SMITH of Texas and Mr. JODY
B. HICE of Georgia.

H.R. 2215: Mr. DUFFY and Mr. GOHMERT.

H.R. 2260: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. CARNEY,
Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, and Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 2313: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 23156: Mrs. COMSTOCK
HUELSKAMP.

H.R. 2342: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. MASSIE,
and Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 2346: Mr. SMITH of Texas.

H.R. 2404: Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa,
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, and Mr. PRICE of
North Carolina,

H.R. 2405: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 2450: Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. HASTINGS, and
Mr. SWALWELL of California.

H.R. 2460: Mr. VAN HOLLEN.

H.R. 2493: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

and Mr.

H.R. 2515: Ms. BROWN of Florida, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, and Ms. DEGETTE.
H.R. 2533: Mr. ENGEL, Ms. MENG, Ms.

GABBARD, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. SIRES, and Ms.
KELLY of Illinois.

H.R. 2540: Mr. POLIQUIN.

H.R. 2597: Mr. MURPHY of Florida.

H.R. 2646: Mr. BOST.

H.R. 2680: Ms. EDWARDS.

H.R. 2694: Mr. POCAN and Ms. ESTY.

H.R. 2710: Mr. WALBERG.

H.R. 2715: Mr. HECK of Washington and Mr.
LEVIN.

H.R. 2726: Mr. LATTA and Mr. BOUSTANY.

H.R. 2737: Ms. MENG, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE
of Pennsylvania, Mr. ISSA, Mr. PAYNE, Mr.
ELLISON, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. RANGEL,
and Mr. RIGELL.

H.R. 2739: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. WALDEN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. SESSIONS,
and Mr. ELLISON.

H.R. 2773: Mr. FOSTER, Mrs. CAROLYN B.
MALONEY of New York, and Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas.

H.R. 2799: Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. STEWART, Mr.
JOYCE, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON of Texas, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr.
CICILLINE, Mr. POCAN, and Mr. TAKAIL

H.R. 2802: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio.

H.R. 2817: Ms. DELBENE, Mr. TONKO, Ms.
EDWARDS, Mr. DELANEY, and Mr. POE of
Texas.

H.R. 2826: Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 2848: Mr. KING of ITowa and Mr. JONES.

H.R. 2867: Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr.
CAPUANO, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. KEATING, Ms. ESTY,
and Mr. SCHRADER.

H.R. 2896: Mr. ZINKE and Mr. MCHENRY.

H.R. 2903: Mr. JORDAN, Mr. CURBELO of
Florida, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. HIGGINS, Mrs. COM-
STOCK, and Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 2932: Mr. HIGGINS.

H.R. 2948: Mr. LEWIS, Ms. BROWN of Florida,
Ms. MOORE, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. CONYERS,
Mr. ASHFORD, Mr. WALDEN, and Mr. GALLEGO.

H.R. 2980: Mr. KING of New York, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. KING of Iowa, and Mr. GRAY-
SON.

H.R. 2992: Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Mr. SIRES.

H.R. 3007: Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. HONDA, Mr.
RUSH, and Mr. POCAN.
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H.R. 3012: Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. WESTERMAN,
and Mr. BRAT.

H.R. 3019: Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 3048: Mr. WESTMORELAND.

H.R. 3074: Mr. LANCE and Mr. COFFMAN.

H.R. 3080: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska.

H.R. 3084: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr.
MACARTHUR, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, and Mr.
BRADY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 3099: Mr. CRAMER, Ms. CLARK of Mas-
sachusetts, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. ESTY, and Mr. DOLD.

H.R. 3119: Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. FARENTHOLD,
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. HONDA, Mr. HUFFMAN, and
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 3142: Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD.

H.R. 3164: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Ms. SPEIER, and Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 3173: Mr. ZINKE.

H.R. 3209: Mr. PASCRELL, Mrs. BLACK, Mr.
CROWLEY, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, and
Mr. NEAL.

H.R. 3222: Mr. THORNBERRY and Mr. BISHOP
of Utah.

H.R. 3225: Mr. BOUSTANY.

H.R. 3229: Mr. VISCLOSKY and Mr. FATTAH.

H.R. 3235: Ms. BoNAMICI, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
FATTAH, Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia, Mr.
SWALWELL of California, and Mr. TAKAI.

H.R. 3250: Mr. OLSON and Mr. HASTINGS.

H.R. 3294: Mr. COFFMAN and Mr. RODNEY
DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 3308: Miss RICE of New York.

H.R. 3316: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 3323: Mr. JOYCE and Mr.
Texas.

H.R. 3326: Mr. BRAT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia, Mr. HULTGREN, and
Mr. MURPHY of Florida.

H.R. 3339: Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia.

H.R. 3356: Mrs. BLACK.

H.R. 3377: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois,
Mrs. LAWRENCE, and Ms. JuDY CHU of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 3410: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 3463: Ms. BROWN of Florida, Miss RICE
of New York, and Mr. ASHFORD.

H.R. 3523: Mr. GRAYSON.

H.R. 3632: Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. FARR, Mr.
LANGEVIN, and Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 3646: Mr. YOUNG of Indiana.

H.R. 3652: Mrs. LAWRENCE.

H.R. 3687: Ms. DELBENE.

H.R. 3690: Mr. FOSTER.

H.R. 3691: Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. BONAMICI,
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. TAKAI, Mr. FATTAH, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, and Mr. CARSON of Indi-
ana.

H.R. 3694: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 3705: Mr. DUFFY.

H.R. 3713: Mr. LOEBSACK.

H.R. 3724: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas and Mr.
SESSIONS.

H.R. 3767: Mr. FLORES.

H.R. 3799: Mr. BRAT, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa,
and Mr. KING of Iowa.

H.R. 3808: Mr. KATKO.

H.R. 3817: Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. DELBENE,
and Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.

H.R. 3849: Mr. TED LIEU of California.

H.R. 3892: Mr. HUELSKAMP, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina,
Mr. BRAT, and Mr. ROKITA.

H.R. 3929: Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. BURGESS,
Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. BoST, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. POSEY, Mr. DENHAM, Mr.
FARENTHOLD, Mrs. LUuMMIS, Mr. TIBERI, Mr.
Graves of Missouri, Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr.
NEUGEBAUER, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. SMITH of
Nebraska, Mr. TIPTON, Mr. SENSENBRENNER,
Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. CULBER-

SMITH of

SON, Mr. AUSTIN ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
NUGENT, Mr. LONG, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr.
ENGEL, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr.

WALZ, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois,
Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr.
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BisHorP of Michigan, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr.
Lucas, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mrs. RoBY, Mr. COL-
LINS of New York, and Mr. UPTON.

H.R. 3965: Ms. LEE.

H.R. 3981: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 3982: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 4003: Mrs. LOVE.

H.R. 4019: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. DELANEY,
and Ms. EDWARDS.

H.R. 4023: Mrs. LOVE.

H.R. 4048: Mr. COOK.

H.R. 4055: Mr. BEYER and Mr. FATTAH.

H.R. 4057: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 4062: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
GOSAR, and Mr. BUCHANAN.

H.R. 4073: Mr. LATTA, Mr. HANNA, Mr. MEE-
HAN, and Mr. PETERSON.

H.R. 4116: Ms. SINEMA, Mr. HUIZENGA of
Michigan, and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 4137: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. HAHN, Mr.
CAPUANO, and Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 4153: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 4167: Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 4169: Mr. BRAT.

H.R. 4210: Mr. DUFFY.

H.R. 4216: Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. FUDGE, and Mr.
HURT of Virginia.

H.R. 4223: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 4229: Mr. JOYCE and Mr. HANNA.

H.R. 4257: Mr. YOUNG of Indiana.

H.R. 4262: Mr. LANCE, Ms. JENKINS of Kan-
sas, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. WOODALL, and Mr.
HULTGREN.

H.R. 4264: Mr. SCHIFF.

H.R. 4293: Mr. AMODEI, Mr. GOHMERT, and
Mr. SESSIONS.

H.R. 4294: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. AMODEI, and
Mr. GOHMERT.

H.R. 4296: Mr. MCDERMOTT.

H.R. 4298: Mr. KIND and Mr. McCLINTOCK,

H.R. 4301: Mr. JOYCE, Mr. KING of ITowa, Mr.
GOHMERT, Mr. BABIN, and Mr. ABRAHAM.

H.R. 4313: Mr. HARDY.

H.R. 4342: Mr. HASTINGS and Mr. HIGGINS.

H.R. 4352: Ms. GABBARD.

H.R. 4365: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. ZINKE,
Ms. GABBARD, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. WALDEN, Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, and Mr. COLLINS of New York.

H.R. 4396: Ms. MOORE, Mrs. CAPPS, and Mr.
RANGEL.

H.R. 4399: Mr.

H.R. 4403: Ms.

H.R. 4422: Mr. MEEKS.

H.R. 4439: Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 4450: Ms. PINGREE and Mr.
Ohio.

H.R. 4460: Mr. HASTINGS and Mr. RANGEL.

H.R. 4481: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and Mr. TED
LIEU of California.

H.R. 4488: Mr. HONDA, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
KAPTUR, and Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 4499: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 4505: Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York.

H.R. 4509: Mr. NORCROSS.

H.R. 4511: Ms. ESTY and Mr. PERRY.

H.R. 4514: Mr. POMPEO, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr.
BRAT, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. FINCHER, Mr. ISRAEL,
and Mr. SWALWELL of California.

H.R. 4532: Mrs. WAGNER and Mr. CRAMER.

H.R. 4534: Mr. PERRY.

H.R. 4547: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina.

H.R. 4549: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska.

H.R. 4552: Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 4567: Ms. ESHOO.

H.R. 4570: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas.

H.R. 4585: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. PAYNE,
Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. TAKAI, and Mr. MICHAEL
F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4592: Mr. LAMBORN and Mr. MCKINLEY.

H.R. 4599: Mr. MOULTON and Mr. GUINTA.

H.R. 4607: Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. LOWENTHAL,
and Mr. HONDA.

H.R. 4611: Mr. VAN HOLLEN and Ms. JUDY
CHU of California.

COURTNEY.
SINEMA.

RYAN of
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H.R. 4612: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan and Mr.

CHABOT.

H.R. 4613: Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. LEE, Ms.
DELBENE, and Mr. COFFMAN.

H.R. 4614: Mr. KiNG of Iowa and Mr.
CRAWFORD.

H.R. 4616: Mr. KING of New York, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. POSEY, Mr. ASHFORD,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. LORETTA
SANCHEzZ of California, Ms. HERRERA
BEUTLER, Mr. PoLIS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, and
Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 4625: Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mrs.
COLEMAN, and Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 4637: Mrs. RADEWAGEN.

H.R. 4640: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. HONDA, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. BRAT, Mr. O’ROURKE,
Mr. KILMER, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. SWALWELL
of California.

H.R. 4648: Mr. SMITH of Washington.

H.R. 4653: Mr. DEFAzIO, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
HIGGINS, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Mr.
TAKAL

H.R. 4654: Mr. TONKO, Mr. MOULTON, and
Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 4657: Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan.

H.R. 4662: Mr. SARBANES and Mrs. ELLMERS
of North Carolina.

H.R. 4667: Mr. CURBELO of Florida, Mr.
ROSS, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, and Ms. NOR-
TON.

H.R. 4668: Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.

H.R. 4677: Mr. KING of New York.

H.R. 4681: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr.
PAYNE, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. TAKAI, and Mr. SWALWELL of
California.

H.R. 4694: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Ms. KAPTUR,
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. MOORE, and
Mrs. BUSTOS.

H.R. 4701: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 4712: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.

H.R. 4715: Mrs. BLACK, Mr. ASHFORD, Mr.
KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. Foxx, Mr. COOK,
Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. ROKITA, and Mr. KLINE.

H.R. 4717: Mrs. BLACKBURN.

H.R. 4720: Mr. GOHMERT.

H.R. 4729: Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 4730: Mr. BLuM, Mr. EMMER of Min-
nesota, and Mr. STEWART.

H.R. 4738: Mr. TAKAIL

H.R. 4747: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 4750: Mr. CONYERS.

H.R. 4751: Mr. GUINTA and Mr. MCCLINTOCK.

H.R. 4754: Ms. NORTON, Mr. PALLONE, Ms.
LEE, Mr. VEASEY, and Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 4764: Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr.
LANCE, Mr. JONES, and Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 4766: Mr. RANGEL and Mr. ROSS.

H.R. 4773: Ms. FOXX, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. ALLEN,
Mr. HARDY, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mrs. WALORSKI,
Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. KNIGHT, Ms. JENKINS of
Kansas, Mr. Ross, Mr. JoDY B. HICE of Geor-
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gia, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. HUELSKAMP, Mr.
DUFFY, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr.
BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. COFF-
MAN, Mr. POMPEO, Mr. POSEY, Mr. DUNCAN of
South Carolina, Mr. BISHOP of Michigan, and
Mr. ToM PRICE of Georgia.

H.R. 4775: Mr. CRAMER, Mr. JOHNSON of
Ohio, Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
FRANKS of Arizona, and Mr. BURGESS.

H.R. 4792: Ms. EsHOO, Mr. HONDA, and Mr.
GRIJALVA.

H.R. 4796: Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. O’ROURKE,
Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr. TAKAL

H.R. 4809: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 4814: Mr. COOK.

H.R. 4815: Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. HUDSON, and Mr.
ROSKAM.

H.R. 4817: Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico and Mr. HILL.

H.R. 4827: Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms.
Florida, and Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 4828: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina,
Mr. HUELSKAMP, Mr. JONES, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. PITTS, and Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey.

H.R. 4835: Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 4842: Ms. SINEMA and Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas.

H.R. 4843: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4848: Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. PALM-
ER, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Mr.
BUCSHON.

H.R. 4852: Mr. MCHENRY.

H.R. 4860: Mr. VEASEY, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Ms. MENG, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. HIG-
GINS, Mr. VELA, and Mr. LEVIN.

H.R. 4873: Mr. REED.

H.R. 4876: Mr. REED.

H.R. 4879: Ms. NORTON, Ms. EDWARDS, Ms.
LEE, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, and Mr. TED LIEU of California.

H.R. 4882: Mr. GALLEGO.

H.R. 4885: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas.

H.R. 4895: Mr. HUDSON and Mrs. BLACK-
BURN.

H.R. 4897: Ms. NORTON, Mr. SWALWELL of
California, Mr. WELCH, Mr. LANGEVIN, and
Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 4898: Mr. WEBER of Texas.

H.J. Res. 14: Mr. FLEMING.

H. Con. Res. 19: Mrs. BUSTOS.

H. Con. Res. 36: Mr. RUIZ.

H. Con. Res. 40: Mr. FATTAH and Mr. POCAN.

H. Con. Res. 50: Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. PINGREE,
Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr. CAPUANO,
Mr. KILDEE, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. McCAUL, and
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

H. Con. Res. 89: Mr. JENKINS of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. McCAUL, Mr.
FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri,
Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
RATCLIFFE, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr.

BROWN of

H1637

JoDY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. ToMm PRICE of Georgia, and Mr.
HUIZENGA of Michigan.

H. Con. Res. 114: Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
ASHFORD, and Mr. COFFMAN.

H. Res. 54: Ms. STEFANIK.

H. Res. 130: Mr. LANGEVIN.

H. Res. 154: Mr. FORTENBERRY and Mr.
MOULTON.

H. Res. 192: Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. BAss, and Ms. LOF-
GREN.

H. Res. 220: Mrs. DAvVIs of California, Mr.
ELLISON, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. VARGAS, Mr.
VELA, Mr. KILMER, Mr. TAKAI, Mrs. BLACK,
and Mr. LANGEVIN.

H. Res. 343: Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr.
SARBANES, and Mr. LANGEVIN.

H. Res. 419: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H. Res. 469: Mr. KNIGHT and Mr. KILMER.

H. Res. 501: Mr. HONDA, Mr. CARTWRIGHT,
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, and Mr. EMMER of Min-
nesota.

H. Res. 540: Miss RICE of New York.

H. Res. 551: Mr. HECK of Nevada, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, and Mr. ASHFORD.

H. Res. 605: Mr. HONDA and Ms. EDWARDS.

H. Res. 617: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska and Mr.
ROE of Tennessee.

H. Res. 647: Mrs. BUSTOS, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms.
EDWARDS, and Mr. KIND.

H. Res. 650: Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr. LEWIS,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. DAVID
ScoTrT of Georgia, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. LAM-
BORN, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. ENGEL, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CARSON of Indi-
ana, Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr. PETERSON.

———————

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements on congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative DOYLE or a designee, to H.R. 2666
the No Rate Regulation of Broadband Inter-
net Access Act, does not contain any con-
gressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or
limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9
of rule XXI.

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative EDWARD R. ROYCE to H.R. 3340
does not contain any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI.
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