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Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
we struggle to deal with the epidemic
of opioid addiction and thousands of
deaths from overdose, it is ironic that
later this afternoon I will be part of a
debate at the Brookings Institution
about whether or not marijuana should
continue to be a Schedule I controlled
substance because, according to the
statute, it has no medical value and a
high potential for abuse.

Well, as part of the national drug re-
form movement, this much is clear:
marijuana is less addictive, by far,
than tobacco, alcohol, and cocaine. In-
deed, the percentage of people who be-
come addicted is less than 9 percent, as
opposed to alcohol, cocaine, and to-
bacco, which is much, much higher.

It carries this designation of Sched-
ule I despite the fact that millions of
people have used marijuana and there
has never been a single documented
case of an overdose death.

As to medical value, it has repeat-
edly been confirmed. The New England
Journal of Medicine did a survey in
2013 of practitioners who overwhelm-
ingly supported the use of marijuana
for medicinal purposes. It has been en-
dorsed by 15 State medical associa-
tions, the Epilepsy Foundation, and
the American Nurses Association. Peo-
ple who have looked at it objectively
agree that there is a huge potential for
benefit. And that, most compellingly,
is borne out by thousands of years of
human existence.

It is used by well over a million
Americans in 40 States to deal with
things like PTSD and chronic pain. It
is well known that it helps deal with
the debilitating effects of chemo-
therapy for cancer: nausea and the loss
of appetite. Indeed, we are having fami-
lies move across the country to be able
to get legal access to medical mari-
juana in States like Colorado because
it is the only remedy that they have
been able to get to give relief to their
infant children who suffer a debili-
tating type of epileptic seizures, tor-
turing their babies, and it works for
them.

Well, in the 1970s Richard Nixon re-
jected the advice of his own hand-
picked Commission on Marihuana and
Drug Abuse and decided to make this
the centerpiece of his war on drugs. A
trillion dollars later and after millions
of lives being affected, we are on the
verge of a national effort to right this
wrong. We are going to see State after
State voting to follow Oregon, Colo-
rado, Washington, and Alaska in adult
legalization.

It is time for Congress and the ad-
ministration to reassess the flawed
principle of making marijuana a
Schedule I controlled drug, with all the
resulting harms and none of the bene-
fits. It is past time for action.

HONORING STANLEY G. TATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
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Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to pay tribute to a remark-
able individual and one of my oldest
and dearest friends, Mr. Stanley Tate.

A Miami-Dade County native, Stan-
ley Tate has successfully served many
roles in his long life, including busi-
nessman, civic leader, and public serv-
ant.

From a young age, Stanley was ambi-
tious and understood the importance of
a solid education. He enrolled in the
University of Florida, where he earned
a bachelor’s degree, followed by a grad-
uate degree from Columbia University.

Stanley quickly proved himself to be
an intelligent, capable, and resourceful
individual who was willing to work
hard to accomplish his goals.

Not long after school, Stanley found-
ed a general contracting firm, building
private homes and apartment build-
ings. As a young and driven newcomer
to the industry, Stanley quickly be-
came well known and respected for his
quality work.

Never one to limit himself, Stanley
continuously expanded upon his con-
tinued success, starting several other
individual firms and entities that fo-
cused on consulting and investments,
as well as commercial development, in-
cluding office buildings, shopping cen-
ters, and restaurants.

While Stanley was focused on man-
aging his companies, he also made it a
point to be very involved in public
service, both locally and on a national
level. He served with the city council
of Bay Harbor Islands in several capac-
ities, including mayor and assistant
mayor for 20 years. He was also on the
board of directors of the Florida
League of Cities and is a former chair-
man of the Housing Resource Team for
Metro-Dade County.

Due to his vast knowledge and exper-
tise, Stanley has served as a witness
and testified before committees in both
the U.S. House of Representatives and
the United States Senate regarding
housing and banking issues.

In addition, he was appointed by
President George Herbert Walker Bush
to be the chairman of the National Ad-
visory Board of the Resolution Trust
Corporation, and was then nominated
by President Clinton to be the presi-
dent of the RTC.

One of Stanley’s strongest positions
is one I share. It is the belief that
every family should be provided a way
to save for their child’s higher edu-
cation. His vision became a reality
with the Florida Prepaid College Plan.
His tenure as the program’s chairman
for the first 18 years was marked by his
absolute dedication and selfless devo-
tion to maintaining the program’s via-
bility.

In recognition of Stanley’s efforts,
then-Governor Jeb Bush signed House
Bill 263 into law on June 26, 2006, re-
naming the program the Stanley G.
Tate Florida Prepaid College Program.

For all of these efforts and many
more, Stanley Tate has been the recipi-
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ent of numerous civic awards related to
his work. This includes the Youth Law
Center’s Unsung Hero Award, the Col-
lege Savings Plan USA Network’s Dis-
tinguished Service Award, the Miami-
Dade County Commission on Ethics
and Public Trust’s Aréte Award, and
was selected as one of the Twelve Good
Men of 2004 by the Ronald McDonald
House.

As a man of strong Jewish faith,
Stanley has always been quite active in
the Miami Jewish community and a
strong and early supporter of the
Democratic Jewish State of Israel.

Mr. Tate served as chairman of the
Greater Miami Jewish Federation, and
he has been heavily involved in the
American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee, or AIPAC, since its early begin-
nings.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life,
Stanley Tate has always made it a
point to give back to others by sharing
his time, his knowledge, and his pas-
sions. So today I ask my congressional
colleagues to join me in honoring Stan-
ley Tate and thank him for all he has
done for our south Florida community,
for our State, and for our Nation as a
whole.

God bless you, Stanley Tate. May
you have many good years to come.

——
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PUERTO RICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, as we
were reminded yesterday by the Speak-
er of the House, Puerto Rico is a U.S.
territory, and the Constitution explic-
itly gives Congress the power to ‘“‘make
all needful rules and regulations re-
specting the territory and other prop-
erty belonging to the U.S.”

Treating Puerto Rico as property is
just what is being proposed by the Re-
publicans in addressing the Puerto
Rico debt crisis. My friend here, King
George of England, would be very
proud.

I will say, the Governor of Puerto
Rico has been working hard to help
move a bill forward. He and his staff
have been honest and tireless brokers,
trying to resolve a crisis decades in the
making. He should be commended.

But what the Governor and the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico need are the same
protections that any U.S. citizen has
when their local government is in cri-
sis and bondholders are circling and de-
manding payments. Puerto Rico needs
the ability to restructure her debt so
that the bondholders get something in-
stead of nothing on their investment,
the local government is not crippled,
and the people are not faced with the
collapse of their basic services.

Congress, the colonial power, took
away the ability to declare bank-
ruptcy, so that was never an option—a
move worthy of King George himself.

Yes, in the bill the Republicans put
forward, there is a restructuring of
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