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harrowing and dark times, we would
not be able to enjoy the prosperity and
freedom that are hallmarks of our
great Nation to this day.

Since 2005, more than 170,000 veterans
have participated in Honor Flights to
Washington. Giving veterans the op-
portunity to make this trip is a small
endeavor in comparison to the gravity
of the challenges they faced, but it is
an important gesture to let them know
that their fellow Americans have not
forgotten the hardships they endured
on our behalf, nor the many men and
women in uniform who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our freedom. Honor
Flights are made possible principally
thanks to the generous donations of
patriotic Americans who want to give
veterans the honor they deserve.

On behalf of all Alaskans, I wish to
extend my sincerest thanks to the
Alaska Mission 6 veterans, for the self-
less dedication they have shown to our
country, the often unheralded sac-
rifices of their families, and the endur-
ing example they have given to future
generations. May God bless these vet-
erans, the great State of Alaska, and
the United States of America.

————
TRIBUTE TO CRAIG BOBZIEN

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the outstanding serv-
ice of Black Hills National Forest su-
pervisor, Craig Bobzien, as he retires
from the U.S. Forest Service. Craig was
placed in charge of managing the Black
Hills National Forest in May 2005, and
for more than 10 years, the Black Hills
National Forest has been under Craig’s
direct supervision.

Craig began his path to South Da-
kota as a 1973 graduate of Raytown
South High School in Raytown, MO.
After high school, he pursued his bach-
elor’s degree in forest science at Colo-
rado State University and then went on
to a serve in many roles in conserva-
tion and forestry. Previous to his ap-
pointment at the Black Hills National
Forest, he served in other capacities
for the U.S. Forest Service in Idaho,
Montana, Washington State, and at the
U.S. Forest Service headquarters in
Washington, DC.

Since being appointed to oversee the
Black Hills National Forest, Craig has
been its longest serving supervisor.
Over his tenure of almost 11 years,
Craig has done an exceptional job as a
steward of the Black Hills National
Forest’s 1.2 million acres in South Da-
kota and Wyoming. He managed those
1.2 million acres of forestland during
some of the toughest fire seasons in re-
cent memory.

Craig’s leadership during the Rocky
Mountain Region’s devastating pine
beetle epidemic has been instrumental
as he coordinated with other Federal,
State, and private stakeholders to
combat one of the largest epidemics of
this pest since the 1900s. Craig initiated
the first large-landscape management
area in the Black Hills National Forest
for mountain pine beetle treatment,
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which has set an example of topline
management others are now following.

Over the years, I have appreciated
the cooperation of Craig and his team
of over 300 employees in our efforts to
assess and address the many threats to
the health of the Black Hills.

Craig, thank you for your service to
South Dakota and our Nation.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HUGH McDONALD

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize Hugh McDonald,
president of Entergy Arkansas, as he
prepares to retire.

Hugh McDonald is a resident of Lit-
tle Rock and has been with Entergy
since 1982. He holds a bachelor’s of
science degree in construction manage-
ment from North Dakota State Univer-
sity and a master of business adminis-
tration degree from the University of
New Orleans.

Hugh began his career at Entergy
over 30 years ago in Louisiana, where
he rose through the ranks before being
promoted to director of regulatory af-
fairs for Entergy Texas and then senior
vice president of energy retail oper-
ations. He came to Arkansas 16 years
ago to accept his current position.

Entergy Arkansas provides elec-
tricity to approximately 700,000 cus-
tomers in 63 counties and is a sub-
sidiary of Entergy Corporation. As the
head of Arkansas’ largest utility,
McDonald demonstrated excellent lead-
ership during his 16-year tenure. He led
its decision to withdraw from the sys-
tem agreement that forced Arkansas
ratepayers to partially bear the cost of
producing electricity in other Entergy
States.

He also spearheaded the movement to
join the Midcontinent Independent
System Operator, which allowed great-
er access to economic generation re-
sources and saved Arkansas customers
$46 million in the first year of partici-
pation.

Hugh is a past board member and
board chair of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce. He also serves on the
boards of the Arkansas State Chamber
of Commerce, the Arkansas Research
Alliance Board, the Little Rock Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce, and
Fifty for the Future. In addition, Hugh
serves on the boards of the University
of Arkansas Sam Walton College of
Business Advisory Board, the UALR
College of Business Advisory Council,
the UAMS BioVentures Advisory
Board, and the Nature Conservancy of
Arkansas.

Let me reiterate how grateful I am
for Hugh McDonald’s management and
vision during his time at the helm of
Entergy Arkansas. His guidance and
stewardship of the company has re-
sulted in vital, reliable electricity for
thousands of Arkansans across the
State. I thank Hugh for his distin-
guished career and wish him well in re-
tirement.e
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TRIBUTE TO MARY LORRAINE
WOOD BORMAN

e Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I would
like to honor Mary Lorraine Wood
Borman of Fayetteville, AR, as this
week’s Arkansan of the Week for her
commitment to the National Down
Syndrome Society as a self-advocate
ambassador for the great State of Ar-
kansas. Her advocacy to improve the
quality of life for those living with
down syndrome is noteworthy, and she
is a joy and inspiration to many across
the state.

Outside of her work as an activist,
Mary is an involved and multitalented
junior at Fayetteville High School in
Fayetteville, AR. Not only does she
excel academically—as indicated by
her track record as an honor roll stu-
dent—but she is also a gifted athlete
and has won awards in swimming
events at the Arkansas State Special
Olympic Games for 3 years. Mary is
also a talented dancer and actress, spe-
cializing in hip-hop, jazz, and the
waltz.

I recently had the pleasure of meet-
ing Mary when she visited my Wash-
ington, DC, office while in town for the
Buddy Walk hosted each year by the
National Down Syndrome Society. Be-
cause of Mary’s advocacy and compel-
ling reasoning, I cosponsored the ABLE
to Work Act of 2016 shortly after our
meeting. This bill will help persons
with  disabilities save additional
amounts in their ABLE accounts.

Mary has big dreams, and I am con-
fident she will achieve them. I look for-
ward to keeping track of her many ac-
complishments.

Arkansas is lucky to have someone
like Mary Borman fighting to make
our State a better place, and I applaud
her for her work. Her story is a testi-
mony of the spirit of Arkansans, and I
am certain it will inspire others to
take action on causes that they believe
in.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE BUFFALO
NATIONAL RIVER

® Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, in honor
of the National Park Service’s 100th
birthday year, I want to recognize the
Buffalo National River, America’s first
national river. The Buffalo, nestled in
within the picturesque Ozark Moun-
tains, runs across four Arkansas coun-
ties and remains one of the few
undammed rivers in the entire United
States. It spans 135 miles and boasts
many outdoor trails along which visi-
tors experience beautiful bluffs, adven-
turous rapids, and have the oppor-
tunity to take part in a whole host of
outdoor recreational activities. Un-
doubtedly, visitors to the Buffalo Na-
tional River leave with an under-
standing of why Arkansas is proudly
billed as ‘‘the Natural State.”

This year the Buffalo National River
has planned several celebratory events
to commemorate the National Park
Service’s 100th birthday. These include
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