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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4909) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, I ask that 
the following exchange of letters be submitted 
on H.R. 4909: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, April 29, 2016. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write to 

confirm our mutual understanding regarding 
H.R. 4909, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017. This legislation 
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the Com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on the Judiciary takes this 
action only with the understanding that the 
Commission’s jurisdictional interests over 
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. The Committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation 
and requests your support if such a request is 
made. 

Finally, I would appreciate your placing 
this letter in the committee report on H.R. 
4909 and in the Congressional Record during 
consideration of H.R. 4909 on the House 
Floor. Thank you for your attention to these 
matters. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 3, 2016. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

letter regarding H.R. 4909, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017. 
I agreed that the Committee on the Judici-
ary has valid jurisdictional claims to certain 
provisions in this important legislation, and 
I am most appreciative of your decision not 
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agreed that 
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters 
will be included in the committee report on 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washingtion, DC, April 29, 2016. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I am writing 

to you concerning the jurisdictional interest 
of the Committee on Homeland Security in 
matters being considered by H.R. 4909, the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017. 

I recognize the importance of H.R. 4909 and 
the need for the legislation to move expedi-
tiously. Therefore, while we have a valid 
claim to jurisdiction over the bill, I do not 
intend to request a sequential referral. This, 
of course, is conditional on our mutual un-
derstanding that nothing in this legislation 
or my decision to forego a sequential referral 
waives, reduces, or otherwise affects the ju-
risdiction of the Committee on Homeland 
Security, and that a copy of this letter and 
your response acknowledging our jurisdic-
tional interest will be included in the Com-
mittee Report and as part of the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of this 
bill by the House. 

The Committee on Homeland Security also 
asks that you support our requests to be con-
ferees on the provisions over which we have 
jurisdiction during any House-Senate con-
ference on this or any related bill. 

Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 3, 2016. 
Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

letter regarding H.R. 4909, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017. 
I agree that the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation, 
and I am most appreciative of your decision 
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree 
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the 
Committee on Homeland Security is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE 
WORKFORCE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 29, 2016. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write to confirm our 

mutual understanding with respect to H.R. 
4909, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2017. Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce with regard to H.R. 4909 
on those matters within the Committee’s 
jurisduction. 

In the interest of expediting the House’s 
consideration of H.R. 4909, the Committee on 

Education and the Workforce will forgo fur-
ther consideration of this bill. However, I do 
so only with the understanding this proce-
dural route will not be construed to preju-
dice my Committee’s jurisictional interest 
and prerogatives on this bill or any other 
similar legislation and will not be considered 
as precedent for consideration of matters of 
jurisdictional interest to my Committee in 
the future. 

I respectfully request your support for the 
appointment of outside conferees from the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
should this bill or a similar bill be consid-
ered in a conference with the Senate. I also 
request you include our exchange of letters 
on this matter in the Committee Report on 
H.R. 4909 and in the Congressional Record 
during consideration of this bill on the 
House Floor. Thank you for your attention 
to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN KLINE, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 3, 2016. 
Hon. JOHN KLINE, 
Chairman, Committee on Education and the 

Workforce, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4909, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017. 
I agree that the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce has valid jurisdictional 
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative 
of your decision not to request a referral in 
the interest of expediting consideration of 
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce is not waiving its juris-
diction. Further, this exchange of letters 
will be included in the committee report on 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

f 

HONORING ROCCO CHIAVUZZO OF 
BAYVILLE, NEW JERSEY FOL-
LOWING HIS PASSING ON FEB-
RUARY 25, 2016 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 23, 2016 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
extend my sincerest condolences and sym-
pathy to the family of Rocco Chiavuzzo of 
Bayville, New Jersey. Rocco was a dear mem-
ber of my extended family in New Jersey and 
a true patriot, who loved the United States and 
all the opportunities it provided to both him 
and his family over the years. 

Originally from Italy, Rocco moved to Amer-
ica following his required military service with 
the Italian government to join the love of his 
life, his wife of more than fifty years, 
Michelina. After immigrating to the U.S., 
Rocco found a suitable home and earned 
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