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SEC. 565. REPORT AND GUIDANCE ON JOB TRAIN-
ING, EMPLOYMENT SKILLS TRAIN-
ING, APPRENTICESHIPS, AND IN-
TERNSHIPS AND SKILLBRIDGE INI-
TIATIVES FOR MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES WHO ARE BEING
SEPARATED.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives, and make
available to the public, a report evaluating
the success of the Job Training, Employment
Skills Training, Apprenticeships, and Intern-
ships (known as JTEST-AI) and SkillBridge
initiatives, under which civilian businesses
and companies make available to members
of the Armed Forces who are being separated
from the Armed Forces training or intern-
ship opportunities that offer a high prob-
ability of employment for the members after
their separation.

(b) ELEMENTS.—In preparing the report re-
quired by subsection (a), the Under Sec-
retary shall use the effectiveness metrics de-
scribed in Enclosure 5 of Department of De-
fense Instruction No. 1322.29. The report shall
include the following:

(1) An assessment of the successes of the
Job Training, Employment Skills Training,
Apprenticeships, and Internships and
SkillBridge initiatives.

(2) Recommendations by the Under Sec-
retary on ways in which the administration
of the initiatives could be improved.

(3) Recommendations by civilian compa-
nies participating in the initiatives on ways
in which the administration of the initia-
tives could be improved.

(4) Testimony from a sample of members of
the Armed Forces who are participating in
each of the initiatives regarding the effec-
tiveness of such initiatives and the members’
support for such initiatives.

(5) Testimony from a sample of recently
separated members of the Armed Forces who
participated in each of the initiatives re-
garding the effectiveness of such initiatives
and the members’ support for such initia-
tives.

(¢) ISSUANCE OF GUIDANCE.—Not later than
180 days after the submittal of the report re-
quired by subsection (a), the Under Sec-
retary shall issue guidance to commanders of
units of the Armed Forces for the purpose of
encouraging commanders, consistent with
unit readiness, to permit members of the
Armed Forces under their command who are
being separated from the Armed Forces to
participate in the Job Training, Employment
Skills Training, Apprenticeships, and Intern-
ships or SkillBridge initiative.

SA 4234. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2943, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2017 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 538. REPORT ON PROGRESS OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN ESTAB-
LISHING AND IMPLEMENTING PROC-
ESS BY WHICH MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES MAY CARRY APPRO-
PRIATE FIREARMS ON MILITARY IN-
STALLATIONS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Committees on
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Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a report setting forth a
description and assessment of the progress of
the Department of Defense in establishing
and implementing a process by which mem-
bers of the Armed Forces may carry appro-
priate firearms on military installations as
required by section 526 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016
(Public Law 114-92; 129 Stat. 813; 10 U.S.C.
2672 note).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of the process established
pursuant to section 526 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.

(2) A description and assessment of the im-
plementation of that process at military in-
stallations, including a list of the military
installations at which that process has been
implemented.

SA 4235. Mr. HELLER (for himself
and Mr. TESTER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2943, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VI, add the
following:

SEC. 623. TRANSPORTATION ON MILITARY AIR-
CRAFT ON A SPACE-AVAILABLE
BASIS FOR MEMBERS AND FORMER
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
WITH DISABILITIES RATED AS
TOTAL.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF TRANSPORTATION.—
Section 2641b of title 10, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing new subsection (f):

“(f) SPECIAL PRIORITY FOR CERTAIN DIs-
ABLED VETERANS.—(1) The Secretary of De-
fense shall provide transportation on sched-
uled and unscheduled military flights within
the continental United States and on sched-
uled overseas flights operated by the Air Mo-
bility Command on a space-available basis
for any member or former member of the
armed forces with a disability rated as total
on the same basis as such transportation is
provided to members of the armed forces en-
titled to retired or retainer pay.

“(2) The transportation priority required
by paragraph (1) for veterans described in
such paragraph applies whether or not the
Secretary establishes the travel program au-
thorized by this section.

“(3) In this subsection, the term ‘disability
rated as total’ has the meanings given that
term in section 1414(e)(3) of this title.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (f) of sec-
tion 2641b of title 10, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a), shall take effect at
the end of the 90-day period beginning on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 4236. Mr. PORTMAN (for himself
and Mr. BROWN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2943, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
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year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1085. REPORT ON PRIORITIES FOR BED
DOWNS, BASING CRITERIA, AND SPE-
CIAL MISSION UNITS FOR C-130J
AIRCRAFT OF THE AIR FORCE.

(a) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the
Senate that—

(1) the Air Force Reserve Command con-
tributes unique capabilities to the total
force, including all the weather reconnais-
sance and aerial spray capabilities, and 25
percent of the Modular Airborne Firefighting
System capabilities, of the Air Force; and

(2) special mission units of the Air Force
Reserve Command currently operate aging
aircraft, which jeopardizes future mission
readiness and operational capabilities.

(b) REPORT ON PRIORITIES FOR C-130J BED
DOWNS, BASING CRITERIA, AND SPECIAL MIs-
SION UNITS.—Not later than February 1, 2017,
the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a
report on the following:

(1) The overall prioritization scheme of the
Air Force for future C-130J aircraft unit bed
downs.

(2) The strategic basing criteria of the Air
Force for C-130J aircraft unit conversions.

(3) The unit conversion priorities for spe-
cial mission units of the Air Force Reserve
Command, the Air National Guard, and the
regular Air Force, and the manner which
considerations such as age of airframes fac-
tor into such priorities.

(4) Such other information relating to C-
130J aircraft unit conversions and bed downs
as the Secretary considers appropriate.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 25, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“‘Understanding the
Role of Sanctions Under the Iran Deal:
Administration Perspectives.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 25, 2016, at 2 p.m., in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a Subcommittee hearing enti-
tled ‘“‘Improvements in Hurricane Fore-
casting and the Path Forward.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 25, 2016, at 4:30 p.m., to
conduct a closed briefing entitled
“Trafficking in Persons: Preparing The
2016 Annual Report.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 25, 2016, at 10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND
INTERNATIONAL CYBERSECURITY POLICY
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on East Asia, the Pacific,
and International Cybersecurity Policy
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on May 25, 2016, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“International Cybersecurity Strategy:
Deterring Foreign Treats and Building
Global Cyber Norms.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that LCDR Amy M.
Gabriel, a Navy fellow in my office, be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of the Senate debate on the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
the Fiscal Year 2017.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern, Si-
erra Brummett, be granted privileges
of the floor for the balance of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Lucy Ohlsen,
a legislative fellow in my office, be
given floor privileges for the remainder
of this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Cal-
endar No. 552 only, with no other exec-
utive business in order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Patrick A.
Burke, of the District of Columbia, to
be United States Marshal for the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of four
years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
any further debate?

Hearing none, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Burke nomination?
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The nomination was confirmed.

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.
——

CYSTIC FIBROSIS AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 476, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 476) designating the
month of May 2016 as ‘‘Cystic Fibrosis
Awareness Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ROUNDS. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

——

PROMOTING MINORITY HEALTH
AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL MINORITY HEALTH
MONTH IN APRIL 2016

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 477, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 477) promoting minor-
ity health awareness and supporting the
goals and ideals of National Minority Health
Month in April 2016, which include bringing
attention to the health disparities faced by
minority populations of the United States
such as American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Asian Americans, African Americans, Latino
Americans, and Native Hawaiians or other
Pacific Islanders.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to ask my Senate colleagues to
join me in recognizing—belatedly—
April as National Minority Health
Month. For over 30 years, this com-

476) was

S3227

memorative event has provided us the
opportunity to celebrate the progress
we have made in addressing minority
health disparities and related issues in
our Nation, and to renew our commit-
ment to continue this critically impor-
tant effort.

The theme of this year’s National Mi-
nority Health Month observance, ‘‘Ac-
celerating Health Equity for the Na-
tion,” reflects both a sense of urgency
and determination in moving the coun-
try forward toward health equity. Mi-
norities now make up more than 35 per-
cent of the American population and
that number is expected to rise in the
future. Studies have shown, however,
that disparities persist for minority
populations and are evident in higher
rates of diabetes, heart disease, hepa-
titis B, HIV/AIDS and infant mortality,
among other conditions. For instance,
over 29 million Americans suffer from
diabetes. But African Americans are
twice as likely to be diagnosed with,
and to die from, diabetes compared to
non-Hispanic Whites. In addition, near-
ly one-half of all African Americans
and Latinos experience the highest
rates of adult obesity.

This year marks the 30th anniversary
of the Department of Health & Human
Services Office of Minority Health,
which leads the Nation in raising
awareness about minority health dis-
parities, their causes, and the impact
they have on minority communities
and the Nation as a whole. To com-
memorate this occasion, a renewed ef-
fort is underway with public and pri-
vate stakeholders to accelerate achiev-
ing health equity for all Americans
through the development of research,
community programs, and legislation.
We owe it to our constituents to ad-
vance this national movement. For
these reasons, I am proud my col-
leagues, Senators HIRONO,
BLUMENTHAL, BROWN, MENENDEZ, and
SCHATZ have joined me in introducing a
resolution recognizing April as Na-
tional Minority Health Month.

In our country, we are incredibly for-
tunate to have the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), which works tirelessly
to improve the health of all Americans.
Within the NIH, the National Institute
for Minority Health & Health Dispari-
ties (NIMHD) has the specific mission
of addressing minority health issues
and eliminating health disparities. I
am proud of my role in the establish-
ment of the NIMHD, which supports
groundbreaking research at univer-
sities and medical institutions across
our country. This critically important
work ranges from enhancing our under-
standing of the basic biological proc-
esses associated with health disparities
to applied, clinical, and translational
research and interventions that seek to
address those disparities.

Today, because of the steadfast work
of committed leaders and individuals
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